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N the days of the old Spanish Main 
—the Spaniards sailed the seas in 
search of conquest and with a 

firm resolve to discover new lands. 


As we push forward on our course 
in this New Year toward the port of 
Success, may we heed this old Eng- 
lish proverb—Strong resolves bring 
about strong results—the proof of 
ability is action. 


ana 


Editorial Ring-offs 


E are indebted to R. H. Ojers, for this un- 
V¢ usual night view of our Company's 
building at Hastings reproduced above. 
Because of the hundreds of brilliant electric 
lights which artistically decorated the side wall 
of the building and the Christmas trees in the 
windows, this corner was known as the bright- 
est spot in the city. Our Company cooperated 
with the entire business district in flashing the 
city’s message of good cheer. 
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The days of opportunities are by no means 
past; chances for promotion or another step up 
the ladder of success are as great today as ever. 
With this issue of the News announcement 
-s made of several promotions. These employes 
were novices in the beginning, yet they have 
fitted themselves by steady application for larger 
responsibilities. Any promotion its significant 
for it means that folks have been applying the 
old adage of Honesty plus Industry plus Abil- 
ity equals Success. 


Although New Year's “is done come and gone 
already” as the old darkey 


said when he dropped and LINCOLN | 


broke his bottle of corn 


“Beware of small expenses,” says Poor 
Richard. The best way to stop the leaks which 
threaten to sink our ship “Finance” before it 
has made a safe journey to the port of financial 
independence s to keep a record of the smail 
leaks. A small amount spent here and another 
spent for some other purpose total up with re- 
markable rapidity into a large amount before 
one is aware of it. 

An income and expense record book such as 
our Company has provided for past few years 
will show where the small leaks are. 

This record will soon develop into a budget 
of what the expense should be. If you have not 
started a budget for the new year write and ask 
the editor for one of the books. 

Pages could be written about the value of 
budgeting your income, but space prevents say- 
ing anything about it here. A little later the 
editor will write a preachment about this subject. 


During the year 1928 the editor and his staff 
requested, invited—and we could use seven oth- 
er adjectives t odescribe our method of asking— 
ss correspondents for snap 

shots and photographs of 
telephone people. Please 


liquor, it still 1s time to wish ‘TELEPHONE NEwSsS may we have plenty of pic: 


all of our readers a happy vol. XI. No. 1 
and successful New Year. tai ecinae nice 


“eS | O99? | 1c 
January, 1929 tures in 1929? With this 
paragraph we sign off. 
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Major Promotions 


Announced 


Fifth Operating Area Formed to Be Known 


As Nebraska City District 


HE News was trundling to the presses the last of its 
stories and pictures when a number of most inter- 
esting changes in the organization were announced. 

So confident were the News Staff that the readers would 
want to know at once of these promotions that they 
stopped the presses until the magazine could be rear- 
ranged—despite the fact that this action might make 
the magazine a few days late—and present herewith the 
latest chapter in the history of Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company organization and personal progress. 
Because of the growth and development of its terri- 
tory our Company changed its operating districts so as 
to have five operating areas instead of four. Effective 
therefore on January 1, 1929 the new district was cre- 
ated with headquarters at Nebraska City, to be known 
as the Nebraska City district. The new district 


will include all of Otoe, Nemaha and Richard- 
son counties and all of Cass county except Mur- 
dock and Greenwood exchanges and connecting 
companies at Alvo and Eagle which will remain 
in the Lincoln district. 

The constant progress in the territory makes 
it increasingly more difficult to keep in touch 
with the needs of the public. With the estab- 
lishment of the new district, a closer contact and 
intimate understanding of the wants of each 
community 
will be pos 
sible. 


Be bee yere: 
former local 
manager of 
the Hastings 
exchange, be- 


Abore R. #H. Ojers. 
Left to right—J. A. McKinzie, 


F. Strasser. 
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FF. E. Behm 


came district manager, with the managers and 
chief operator-cashiers in the twenty-two ex- 
changes in the area reporting to him. 


Mr. Ojers who has been local manager of the 
Hastings exchange for the past five years has 
been identified with the telephone industry since 
1906, when he was employed by the Crete Tele- 
phone Company. At the time of his employ- 
ment Crete was Mr. Ojers home town. He later 
was employed by the Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany in the plant department and continued in 
the employe of the company in Lincoln at the 
time of the purchase of the Nebraska Telephone 
Company by our Company in 1912. 


The following year saw him transferred to 
Hastings as construction foreman. Following 
his return from serving his country as captain 
of infantry during the late war he became dis: 
trict plant fore- 
man. In 1922 he 
was transferred 
to the position of 


_ sce Sp eee ae 
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local manager of 
the Plattsmouth 
exchange and 
one year later 
saw him returned 
to Hastings as lo- 
cal Manages 
where he has 
been employed 
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until he became district manager of the Ne- 
braska City district. 

F. E. Behm, who was appointed assistant plant 
superintendent succeeding Milton  Barratt,, 
started his telephone career in Omaha, Ne- 
braska, the town of his birth. He was employed 
in 1900 by the Nebraska Telephone Company 
which later became the Northwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Company. His first duty was a driver 
of a battery wagon. In the early days in the 
telephone business electric energy was generated 
by large wet cell type batteries in the telephones. 
To Mr. Behm fell the task of driving the wagon 
which delivered these batteries to the various 
telephones over the city. 

He has worked as a switchboard man, P. B. X. 
troubleman, construction man, cable splicer and 
in practically every division of the plant depart- 
ment. He came to Lincoln in 1912 as special 
inspector in the plant department of our Com- 
pany. One year later he became chief of serv- 
ice, and in 1914 was appointed Lincoln district 
plant chief. On April 1, 1923 became district 
manager of the Lincoln district the position he 
held when appointed assistant plant superin- 
tendent. 

J. A. McKinzie, who has been Supervisor of 
Supplies for the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, has been appointed to the po- 
sition of District Manager of the Lincoln dis- 
trict succeeding F. E. Behm, anonunced J. H. 
Agee, General Manager of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company today. 

Mr. McKinzie first became interested in the 
telephone business in 1916 and was employed in 
the Plant Department as clerk 
in December of that year. On 
December 1, 1923, he was ap- 
pointed Supervisor of Sup- 
plies, the position he has held 
until his new appointment to 
the District Managership. 


As Supervisor of Supplies 
there comes under his super- 
vision the purchasing and dis- 
tribution of all telephone 
equipment and materials for 
the telephone company. He 
also supervised the purchase 
and maintenance of all trans- 
portation required. The 
Company's warehouse and 
shop at 2Ist and L Street 
have been under his super- 
vision. 


Fred Strasser has been ap- 
pointed Supervisor of Sup- 


Milton Barratt 
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plies to succeed J. A. McKinzie who was made 
district manager of the Lincoln district for the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

Mr. Strasser has been cost engineer since 
1923. He first became associated with the tele- 
phone business in April, 1911 when he was em- 
ployed by the York County Telephone Company 
which was purchased by the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company in 1912. In 1913 he 
was transferred to David City as wire chief and 
three years later was made manager at David 
City. In 1919 he was transferred to Lincoln 
where he became cost clerk in the Plant Sup- 
erintendent’s office and in 1923 he became Cost 
Engineer in the Chief Engineer's department, 
the position he held when he was appointed Sup- 
pervisor of Supplies. 


Named Assistant to President 
of Arrow Aircraft and 
Motor Company 


ILTON Barratt, who for the past five years 
has been Assistant Plant Superintendent 
of the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 

Company, has resigned effective January 1, 
1929, to become Assistant to the President of 
the Arrow Aircraft and Motor Corporation of 
Lincoln, as announced today by J. H. Agee, 
General Manager of the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. The Arrow Aircraft and 
Motor Corporation is a recently formed com- 
pany of which Mark Woods of Lincoln is Presi- 

dent. | 


Mr. Barratt has been iden- 
tified with the telephone in- 
dustry since 1912 and his rise 
in the industry has been one 
of achievement and _ success. 
Mr. Barratt’s experience as an 
aviator, gained during the 
late war, will enable him to 
efficiently serve in his new 
position. 


Aside from his duties with 
the Telephone Company Mr. 
Barratt has always been ac- 
tively identified with com- 
munity activities and is a 
member of the Chamber of 
Commerce, Rotary Club, and 
the American Legion and oth- 
er civic and fraternal organ- 
izations. Mr. Barratt has al- 
ways been an active Legion- 
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naire and is widely known in Legion circles 
throughout the state. He has served as 
Commander of Lincoln Post No. 3 and at 
the State Convention held in Grand Island in 
August, 1928 was elected Senior Vice Com- 
mander of the State organization. He was first 

. Chairman of the Aviation Committee of the 
State Department of the Legion and has con- 
tributed much toward the Legion’s program of 
aviation. 

Mr. Barratt has also been a member of the 
Speaker's Bureau of the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company and of the American Le- 
gion and has appeared before many groups over 
the entire State, being recognized as a live-wire 
speaker. 

His friends and he has a legion of them, re- 
gret his leaving and wish him every success in 
his new position. 


*K 


High Praise for Service 


High praise for the long distance service at 
York and elsewhere in our territory was received 
in the following letter from Guy E. French, 
sales representative of the Midland Match Com- 
pany, of Minneapolis, Omaha, Kansas City, and 
Dallas, to W. E. Bell, commercial superintend- 


ent, and C. G. Bennett, district manager, York 
district. 


“It is indeed a pleasure for us at this time to 
congratulate you and your Company for the 
splendid cooperation we have received at your 
different stations that we have talked from dur- 
ing this past year. Your managers, supervisors, 
and their assistants have tried their best to ren- 
der the service that would please us. This has 
made it a pleasure to do our 
work and has made it possible 
for us to have a good year.” 


“We take this time to thank 
you and to wish you all a 


Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.” 


“We will commence work 
again shortly after the first of 
the year and we know that we 
will be met with a welcome 
hand when we reach your dif- 
ferent telephone stations. We 
must ccngratulate your York 
station which hung up a rec- 
ord for the writer on Decem- 


ber fourth. They placed and 
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completed eighty-five long distance calls be- 
tween 1:15 and 3:00 oclock in the afternoon. 
These calls were scattered and came from ten 
counties around York county. The operator 
that handled these calls was surely a live wire 
and when we finished she said she was not tired. 
This is an example of the service of the York 
office.” 
k ok ok Ok Ok 


Wiliiam Cunningham Passes Away 


W. Z. Cunningham who was outside plant 
inspector for the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company at Lincoln up to the time of his 
retirement a year ago, died December 4th, at his 
home in Lincoln. 

Mr. Cunningham had been a telephone man 
for thirty-nine years having identified himself 
with the industry in 1889. He was city foreman 
with the Nebraska Telephone Company in Lin- 
coln from 1893 to 1912. From 1912 until a few 
years ago he served in the same capacity with 
our Company. In 1925 he was made outside 
plant inspector and held this position until ill 
health caused his retirement from active service 


about a year ago. 

The Rev. Irvin Ingalls of the Vine Congre- 
gational Church in a beautiful tribute to the life 
of Mr. Cunningham mentioned that in reality 
his life was devoted to service and that his con- 
tribution to the telephone industry had been a 
benefit to posterity. 

Services were attended by a number of our 
Company employes as well as many of his form- 
er associates and friends of the Northwestern 
Bell Telephone Company at Omaha. 

Telephone employes extend sympathy to his 
sons, Harold and Lysle who are employed in 
Lincoln, Harold as Chief Supply Clerk, and 
Lysle at the Lincoln warehouse. 


Gresham exchange building under construction. 
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Installation of Hastings Testboard 


Western Electric Completes Installa- 
tion of Testboard and Four Bays 
of Associate Equipment 


URING November the Western Electric 
Company’s installers under the direction 
of Foreman Meese completed the installa- 

tion of four sections of Number 5 test board and 
four bays of associate equipment at Hastings, 
Nebraska. The Number 5 test board is a some- 
what recent development of the American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company and is intended 
to serve as a toll test board and as a telegraph 
terminal board. At Hastings we make use of 
it as a combination toll and local test board in 
addition to using one section for Mores line 
termination. The photographs reproduced here 
show quite clearly the type of construction used 
in building up this type of test board. The iron 
work of the section consists of a bay of standard 
relay rack. Jack equipment, key shelf equip- 
ment, foot rails, etc.. have been developed to fit 
these standard 19 inch bays. Each bay accom- 
modates a complete unit. 


Referring to the photograph on which just 
the test board is shown, in Bay Number 1 all 
telegraph repeater and Duplex equipment as well 
as all Morse subscribers loops are terminated. 
The key shelf on this particular section is a 
standard line testing equipment although ordi- 
narily a special testing circuit designed to be 
used in connection with telegraph testing is sup- 
plied. The jack equipment in this section as 


well as in the other sections is wired to terminal 
blocks at the top of each bay. From this point 
cabling is placed to the exchange intermediate 
distributing frame where cross connection with 
other jacks, coil and composite equipment is 
made by means of jumpers. 


On Position Number 2 and Position Number 
3, jacks are provided for terminating the toll 
circuits. The number of test board jacks used 


Above—Hastings new No. 5 test- 

board used as a combination toll and 

local testboard in addition to the 

use of one section for a telegraph 
terminal board. 


At left—The associate equipment 

Morse line repeaters, Duplex tele- 

graph equipments, and the One-way 
Polar repeaters. 
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on a given line depends on the importance and 
use made of that line. Six jack circuits are used 
on relatively unimportant circuits, ten jack cir- 
cuits being used on the more important circuits 
and circuits which carry phantoms. In addition 
to these jacks, those lines which carry telegraph 
have associated with them four additional Morse 
line jacks. By means of jumpers the toll lines 
are permanently connected through the jacks to 
the various associate equipments including con- 
nection between these toll jacks and the Morse 
position telegraph equipment jacks, so that un- 
der normal conditions there no patching cords 
used on this board. In event of trouble, mak- 
ing it necessary to patch in new 
coil equipments, new telegraph 
equipment, or to patch the tele- 
graph to clear circuits, patches by 
means of patching cords may be 
made at the test board jacks. Po- 
sition Number 2? and Number 3 are 
also equipped with standard test- 
ing circuits arranged for testing 
either local or toll lines. On Po- 
sition Number 2, hospital lines for 
use in connection with local 
trouble are placed. The voltmeters 
are mounted in the key shelves be- 
neath plate glass. These volt- 
meters are especially adapted for 
testing of toll circuits but may be 
used in testing on local lines. 

The instrument mounted on a 
bracket at the left of Position 
Number 1 is a mill-ammeter and is 
used to measure the current in the 
various telegraph circuits. 

Position Number 4 isa Wheat- 
stone Bridge position and is used 
for this equipment entirely. The 
Wheatstone Bridge furnished with 


tests to be made and in addition 
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; Gerald Caley, the son of 
this board is the latest development Jack Caley, local manager 
in this type of equipment. It per- of the Lincoln Telephone 
mits the usual Wheatstone Bridge 4@"¢ Telegraph exchange at — 1 Ne 
é Sterling, has won consid- direction of E. F. Burke staged a 
eae erable recognition as @ 
provides a special arrangement for star football player for the 
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needle a beam of light which is reflected by an 
arrangement of mirrors so that it appears on a 
calibrated scale in the same position that would 
ordinarily be occupied by the needle. The arm- 
ature of the galvanometer carries one of these 
mirrors and any movement of the armature 
of the three testing circuits connecton is effected 
causes the beam of light to travel over the calt- 
brated scale. The bridge circuit is so arranged 
that by the operation of a bridge key in either 
between the bridge and the testing circuit. 

Since the photograph was taken, the vacant 
space in the jack field of Position Number 4 
has been filled with pigeon holes and book 
stalls. 

In the other photograph the 
Morse line repeater, the Duplex 
telegraph equipments and the One- 
Way Polar Repeaters are shown. 
The single line repeaters and the 
Duplex equipment are used on the 
regular telegraph circuits. The 
One-Way Polars which are located 
on the shelves at the end of the 
Duplex table proper, are used on 
printer telegraph circuits. 

This installation, as previously 
mentioned, includes four bays of re- 
peating coil, composite set and com- 
pos:te ringer equipment, so designed 
that it mounts on standard relay 
rack bays. This line of bays is 
located adjacent to the intermedi- 
ate distributing frame and is not 
shown in the photographs. 

The principal object behind the 
installation project is, of course, im’ 
proved service to the subscriber. 
This work completed, gives Has- 
tings one of the most modern and 
up-to-date toll plants in the country. 


' 1 
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The First Aid Team under the 


demonstration sponsored by the 


locating open circuits. The out- Sterling High School. He Boy Scouts at Nebraska City be- 
standing improvement in this bridge plays position at quarter- fore the Rotary Club Wednesday, 


over the ordinary bridge is in the back. In recent write-ups December 19 and at the Junior 


f the sport col R 
galvanometer. Ordinarily the gal- Ne ain High School the same day. 


vanometer is equipped with an in- given honorable mention. *k * 
dicating needle directly connected Me is @ junior in high 


ok oS 


tories of Christmas parties over 


to the armature of the j school and plans to attend 
e instrument.  niversity upon completion the territory will appear in the 


Because of the extreme sensitivity of his work. Gerald has February issue of the Lincoln Tele- 
of the galvanometer this needle 1S been acting as his father’s phone News. Employes everywhere 
often bent and damaged before an assistant and taking Care enjoyed the festivities of the season 


approximate balance is obtained, °/, .,ouble 


The new bridge substitutes for the 


at Sterling 
while his father has been 


ill with the flu. 


and correspondents are urged to 
send in an account of each event. 
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Who Are The Telephone Pioneers? 


An Article Showing Why All Eligible Employes 


Should Enroll in This Organization 


NE morning recently Mr. C. P. Russell, 

secretary-treasurer of our Company came 

into my office and handed me two news- 
papers. At the top of these I noticed this head- 
ing “Pioneer News.” Directly below the head 
was printed this line—*Published Daily During 
the 15th Annual Meeting of the Telephone 
Pioneers of America, Boston, Mass, November 
1, 1098.” 

After a pleasant chat with Mr. Russell about 
his trip to Boston as delegate from the Casper 
E. Yost Chapter, No. 19, Pioneers of America, 
Omaha, I asked Mr. Russell the following ques- 
tions— ‘Who are the Telephone Pioneers?” 
“Who are Eligible to Join the Pioneers?” “Who 
are the Pioneers in our Company?” 

The following is what he told me or, as I re- 
member it. 

“The Telephone Pioneers Association was or’ 
ganized at Boston in 1911 with a membership of 
some three hundred. Its purpose is to promote, 
renew and continue the friendships and fel- 
lowships made during the progress therein and 
to recall and perpetuate the facts, traditions and 
memories attaching to the development of the 
telephone industry, as well as to preserve the 
names and records of the participants in the es- 
tablishment and extension of the great system 
of electrical intercommunication. 

The chief mission is to bring confidence to 
the hesitating footsteps of a younger generation. 
A young man or woman who has been in tele- 
phone business tor a few years | 
sometimes loses sight of his or her 
position in the industrial future. 
Faith in the institution for which 
they work is strong, but not so 
strong as those who have seen 
years of service. 

The Pioneers tell us that the 
telephone industry is yet young 
that the younger generation is 
pioneering and that the youngest 
plant or newest commercial  stu- 
dent is eligible for recognition as a 
Pioneer in future years. Thus they 


hei ee 4 C. P. Russell, elected 
e - > ad >" a! or pb 7 . re . 
inspire their younget rothers an Senior Vice President Cas- 


who, at the time of making application is em- 
ployed in the telephone service and who has 
been employed in that servce or its associated 
service for a period of twenty-one years, is eligi- 
ble to membership in the association. I find that 
it is a somewhat common understanding that 
one must have twenty-one consecutive years of 
service before he is eligible and without doubt 
this belief has led some telephone folk to delay 
in applying for membership in the Society. The 
fact is, however, that any active employe who 
can show service agrregating twenty-one years 
of service altogether, is warranted in presenting 
his or her rame for election. The dues are nom- 
inal being fixed at two dollars per annum, half of 
which is returned to the local chapter, such as 
ours, for such use as it may deem best. With 
each application for membership a fee of one 
dollar is charged. All employes as soon as eligi- 
ble are invited to make application for member- 
ship to C. P. Russell. 

Among the membership in our Company are 
found the names of the following men and wo- 
men: John G. Adams, Edgar; F. E. Behm, assist- 
ant plant superintendent; W. E. Bell, com- 
mercial superintendent; R. S. Brewster, traf- 
fic superintendent; M. T. Caster, plant super- 
intendent; Edward S. Fischer, Peter Gartner, 
Albert T. Gillie, Freeman S. Holmes, W. L. 
Lemon, auditor; C. L. Liebhart, Joseph C. 
Miller, C. P. Russell, secretary-treasurer; 
George T. Sprecher, Harry W. 
Wheeler, Alfred G. Baker, Frank 
Beltzer, Clyde W. Boyles, Bert R. 
Overcash, Jay Pugsley, Harry G. 
Schilling, Miss Agnes ©. Scouller, 
Mrs. Iva 5S. Siggs, Frank H. 
Woods, president, all of Lincoln; 
Conrad Benzel, Walter C. Cooper, 
Hastings: John E. Caley, Sterling; 
W. H. Caman, Beatrice; William 
A. Coftfendaffer, Hebron; Mrs. 
Clara D. Eckles, Thayer; C. H. 
Jensen, Superior; Earl A. Rosker, 
Wymore; John E. Schulling, Glen- 
wood, C. L. Bradley, Douglas: 


sisters in the telephone family to | per E. Yost, Chapter No. | Myron H. French, Utica; John 


greater deeds. 


19, Telephone Pioneers of | Manners, Wahoo: Lester B. Mapel, 


, America for the year 1929. : ; 
Any person of good. standing j | Seward; C. L. Walker, Lincoln. 
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J. H. Agee, General Manager, Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company. 


RIDAY, December 7 was observed for 
reviewing General Manager J. H. 
Agee’s three years of service with the 

Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany. 

For the purpose of outlining the policies 
and program for future growth and serv- 
ice he invited to Lincoln all of the man- 
agers and chief operators, district man- 
agers and others in like positions for a con- 


ference. Excerpts of the splendid me 
he delivered follow: P —_ 


“It is true that times change and with 
them change the requirements that make 
for success in life. Success is the satis- 
factory completion of any worthy under- 
taking. Success may be a matter of con- 
duct or it may be a matter of money. It 
applies to the individual as to the group, 
as for example, the corporation. 

“In the case of the corporation however 
1t must, in the long run, depend upon the 
combined efforts of the individuals. 

*# KO 

“Although this has been called a ma- 
tertalistic age, achievement is based more 
than it ever has been on devotion to an 
ideal. The ideal of service that has always 
been the inspiration of the Telephone 
worker—has been adopted by business 
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A Statement of Policy 


Our Company’s Plan for Future Growth 


and Service Clearly Enunciated 
by General Manager Agee 


everywhere. All over the world men and 
women are working at their daily tasks, 
with the same spirit of service as did the 


pioneers who blazed the early trails of com- 
munication. 


“We are not so much concerned with 
past accomplishments now as we are with 
Insuring a Continuation of successful opera’ 
tion. The local manager of the Company 
is entitled to a fair share of the credit, as 
he represents, in the local community, the 
company. The community looks to him 
tor local direction of telephone affairs. If 
service fails, the local manager is to blame. 
If local service succeeds the local manager 
receives the credit in the eyes of the people 
of his community. He is charged with 


putting into execution the policies of the 
company. 


“We shall therefore, hold the local man- 
ager responsible for the successful conduct 
of the following matters: Rendition of 
service—maintenance of good public rela- 


fions—revenue development—proper care 


of local property—sale of company securi- 
ties in his community—assistance in pre- 


paration of the budget—proper financial 
standing of the company in his community 
Systematic and proper operation of the 


affairs at the local office—and personal 
conduct. 


ok i 


~The local manager, representing the 
company in the community, should do as 
the company would do if it were located 
there—interest himself in the civic life of 
the community and help personally in ad- 
vancing its interests.” 
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“Tt is worth considering whether 1,486 
of us in the telephone organization in 
southeastern Nebraska have not an even 
greater obligation and opportunity than 
other citizens to be part in every commun- 
ity of the ‘state wide state minded citi 
zenry to promote sound development oi 
the State. 


Our business, our individual welfare and 
the welfare of our Company are too closely 
linked with that of the State we serve for 
us to overlook the opportunity to be active, 
constructive citizens as well as capable 
telephone men and women.” 


We Play The Brand Of Basketball 
You Read About 


Basket ball has replaced baseball at this 
season of the year as the major athletic ac- 
tivity of our Company. Members of the basket- 
ball fraternity in Lincoln are experiencing the 
fastest and most thrilling basketball race in 
years. Our first position in the Y. M. C. A. 
Industrial League brings to mind a picture ot 
flying forms, speeding across the floor, and an 
elusive basketball darting back and forth with 
unusual speed as champions of the 1927 race 
and holders of the silver trophy still continue 
to retain their coveted position. 

George Mann, service department, manager 
of our team is also Chairman of the 1928 Indus- 
trial League. Members of the team and their 
positions are: Jack Mankamyer, c and f. “Bud 
Parsons, f: Don Wilson, ¢; Gordon Eno, g; Bob 
Morley, g; Leonard Van Horn, g: Chet Bald- 
win, g; Carl Tomquist, c; Ralph Conners, f: 
and “Hank” Reed, f. 


At the present time they have defeated the 
Continental Oil Company team and the Piggly 
Wiggly team in the league; and the Beaver 
Crossing town team. 

Considerable interest is also being shown at 
this time among the girls over the building in 
the formation of basketball teams at the Y. Ww. 
C. A. Twenty girls of our Company in Lincoln 
are member of teams which are in the Y. W. 
C. A. Industrial League. Their schedule for the 
season has not been announced as we go to 
press. All of these girls competing for places 
on the Telephone Company team have had 
either high school or college basketball exper 
ence and many of them are stars. 
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New Wonders in Telephone World 
to be Explained at Convention 
Sergius P. Grace, assistant vice-president of 

the Bell Telephone Laboratories will talk to the 
Nebraska Telephone Association at its annual 
convention in Lincoln, February 13, 14, 15, in 
which he will explain and demonstrate several 
of the recent discoveries and inventions of the 
laboratories. “Delayed speech” “inverted 
speech,” a new magnetic metal, the artificial 
larynx and other inventions and discoveries will 
be demonstrated. 


“We Get Good Telephone Service,” 
Says Editor In Newspaper 
Advertisement 
Mr. Charles V. Seeley, editor of the Weep- 
ing Water Republican and the newspapers at 
Union and Murray is another successful busi- 
ness man who appreciates the value of good 
telephone service in the daily conduct of his 
business. This is a reproduction of a news- 
paper advertisement which recently appeared in 
the Weeping Water Republican in which he 
tells his readers why they should appreciate the 
good telephone service they receive, and not 

complain about an occasional mistake. 


Speaking of Telephones 


We can remember the first time we ever 
talked over a telephone. It was an uncanny 
experience. We were afraid of the thing and 
dodged when a faint crackling noise came over 
the line. 


Q 
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We don’t understand the telephone any bet- 
ter now than we did then, but we recognize its 
SLs asefulness. 
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Take the telephones out of Weeping Water 
today and business would come to a_ practical 
stand-still. Social activities would be paralyzed 
We would feel hetpless and isolated. 


Has it ever occurred to you that we are all 
inclined to take the telephone too much for 
granted. Theonly time we ever think of the 
service end of the telephone is when central in- 
advertently gives us the wrong number. Then 
we holler and complain. 


We get good telephone service in 
Weeping Water. We should remember 
that fact every time we get the RIGHT 
mimber, and not wait to complair 


—_—_—_————————— 
-abont the occasional mistake. 
\ 


Weeping Water Republican | 
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Smashing Quotas In Stock Distribution 


Employes in All Departments Engaged in 
Sale of This Issue 


HEN the announcement was made by the 
board of directors of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company that 

they had decided to offer to the investing pub- 
lic 10,000 shares of the six percent cumulative 
preferred stock of the Lincoln Telephone Secur- 
ities Company, it had an important meaning to 
all of the employes of our Company. 

It means that because of the attractiveness of 
the stock as an investment and the fact that al- 
most every employe, himself either an owner 
or buying stock, is becoming interested in bring- 
ing it to the attention of his or her friends and 
neighbors, the next few months will be as high- 
ly successful in the distribution of this stock as 
we have been in the sale of former stock issues. 

Secondly, it means that the employes are in- 
terested in having members of the public be- 
come fellow stockholders with them, for the 
bond of fellow ownership brings closer coopera- 
tion and results in better service. 

Along with the announcement of the new is- 
sue by the securities department there came im- 
mediate activity in our stock distribution effort 
with 840 shares of stock sold in November. Not 
content with the sales results in November added 
activity in December resulted in a total of 2,001 
shares of stock being sold. 

Gratified with this success during the two 
months of November and December of 1928, our 
1,486 employes have al- 
ready set out to make an 
even better record during 
January, 1929 which is to 
be known as ‘‘President’s 
Appreciation Month’’ ie 
bring to every prospect's 
attention, the attractive- 
ness of the safe Nebraska 
investment and by so do- 


Stock Distribution 


District standings as of December 31, 


paedisdecanes 45% of quota 
ee 34% of quota 
sieniaseos 16% of quota 
eet 15% of quota 


STOCK SALES LEADERS 


Hastings District....... 
Beatrice Diistrict....... 
Lincoln District......... 
York District ........... 


ployes and the rest of the employes convince our 
friends and neighbors that they should buy 
Lincoln Telephone Securities stock? 

Knowing the value of the investment from a 
standpoint of safety and that the dividends 
were paid every three months, I never miss an 
opportunity to speak to those people in my com- 
munity whom I consider prospects,” Mrs. 
Charles Olson, stock sales leader and member of 
the traffic department, Sutton, said. 

Peter Gartner, custodian of the building, Lin- 
coln, and a stock sales leader, says “Being a 
stockholder myself, I am most enthusiastic about 
it. I try to interest my friends and neighbors 
to buy enough stock so that the dividends will 
pay their telephone rental.” 

The other stock sales leaders are enthusiastic 
with the results of the past two months and have 
set out to make an even better record for 
January. 

The new stockholders of this stock are by no 
means all bankers and financiers. Rather they 
are folks from every walk of life. Clerk stenog- 
raphers, teachers, lawyers, doctors, and farmers. 
One case is cited where stock was sold for cash 
to a night janitress in a large public building. 

G. O. Seaton, Manager of the Securities De- 
partment, is in charge of the contest which is 
being conducted during January. 

In Mr. Seaton’s letter to all employes he aptly 
expresses the spirit of the 
sales effort being made 
when he says, “It is our 
hope that each and every 
individual in the employ 
of the Telephone Com- 
pany, regardless of posi’ 
tion, will do his or her 
very best during the 
month of January to as 
sist In setting a record for 


Be a aoa a Mrs. Rex Alley, Exeter.............00......... 87 2 ! 
ing express our apprecia- | Chas. Meshier, Fairbury... ae tee eee Pe ghee see 
tion to President F. H. George T. Jones, Hebron.................... 67 all bea tolen-or our ap- 
Woods for the twentv- J. P. Lahr, Nelson............ Sn ee ee 66 a . i 
y Mrs. Charles Olson, Sutton................ 60 preciation of the service 


five years of splendid 


58 of our President and es 


sane. We Wis : J. Be Caley, Sterling: sicics. cocci cee cee . 
service he has rendered J. R. Manners, Wahoo...2....0-ccc-ce--0--- 55 tablish a record, to which, 
our Company. Kenneth Lawson, Lincoln.................... 53 in the years to come, we 

How do our Operators, Dora Schmidt, Fairbury.......-..----.-..-.-- 32 can point with pride as 
plant and commercial em- Be DN. Covington, xaburn jessie ae being the best th in 
ean: eae Jennie Kinley, Wymore .................... 50 8 ayes See 
ployes and the rest of the the sale of securities that 
employes convince our the Company ever had.” 
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Excerpts From Memorandum On Maintenance 
By H. M. Branch, Hastings 


cussed Maintenance at the Blue Hill Dis- 

trict Conference of the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association recently. The following 
paragraphs are taken from his splendid talk. 


I f M. BRANCH, chief testman at Hastings, dis- 


“The cords are the weak part of any man- 
ual switchboard and to insure against failure of 
this equipment, frequent inspections and tests 
should be made. The next most prolific cause 
of trouble is worn plugs and worn jack sleeves 
resulting in cutouts and a high resistance con 
nection between plug and jack which is very 
detrimental to good transmission. The opera- 
tor’s head set should be maintained in good con- 
dition at all times and a trams? gone 
mitter battery of the proper == ~*~ | 
voltage supplied and = main- 
tained at that voltage. 


e t 


“The main frame should be 
inspected at intervals for pos- 
sible loose or poorly soldered 
connections. Protector carbons 
should be inspected at intervals 
and especially after a storm as 
while there may be insufficent 
ground in the carbons to show 
up on a casual test, there may 
be sufficient ground present to 
slightly unbalance the line, and 
in case this line should be con- 
nected to another and longer 
line the unbalance would be- 
come much greater, resulting in 
noise and consequently poor 
transmission. 


“Jumper connections to iron wire at a terminal 
pole should not be made with test clamps. Any 
test clamp will eventually develop into a high 
resistance joint and cause trouble. Soldering of 
these connections is good if it is done in proper 
manner, but sleeve connections at this point are 
the best practice as they are much more readily 
made and eliminate the factor of poor work- 
manship which often occurs in trying to solder 
on a pole without proper equipment. 


‘All parts of the central office and central of- 
fice equipment should be kept clean at all times. 
The switchboard has no greater enemy than just 
plain dirt. 


“| 


: H. AM. Renneh. 


‘A line should have sufficient clearance from 
trees to eliminate the chance of wind whipping 
the trees against the line and crossing it, and to 
also eliminate a leakage. Telephone currents are 
measured in millionths of watts, and it doesnt 
seem that with a current so small, we can lose 
any considerable portion of it without suffer- 
ing serious loss in transmission. 


“It is poor practice to scrape galvanized wire 
with an edged tool as in so doing all or more otf 
the rust protecting coat of zinc is removed. It is 
better to polish the wire with a fine grade ot 
emery paper or cloth. 

“Transmitters can be more 
satisfactorily repaired by the 
factory that produces them. 
Bent diaphrams and dirty pole 
pieces are a source of trouble 
with receivers, and these points 
should be inspected whenever 
a trouble man finds it neces 
sary to visit a station. No at- 
tempt should be made to re-use 
a diaphram which is bent. 

x sk ns 

“Little trouble is experienced 
with the generator. It should 
be very sparingly oiled with a 
very light oil at long intervals. 
Somewhat more trouble is ex- 
perienced with the subscriber s 
bell. It should be so adjusted 
that with the clapper rod on 
center both pole pieces should 
be equidistant from the arma- 
ture. No rust or dirt should be allowed to ac 
cumulate on either pole piece or armature. The 
trouble man should assure himself that there is 
no bind in the pivot screws which carry the 
armature and that there is very little end play 
at this point. The gongs should be adjusted so 
that when the cheaper ball is at rest it will not 
be in contact with the gong, but should clear 
it perhaps about 1-64 inch. 


Hastings 


“A routine inspection of the central office 
equipment and inspection and repairs of all 
classes of plant which from time to time come 
under the observation of the trouble man will 
prevent a great deal of trouble and prevent 
many subscriber's complaints.” | 
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Vol. XI 


AANKS for the many splendid suggestions 

that were made by employes every where 

in response to the post card which was en- 
closed with the December issue of the Lincoln 
Telephone News. 


Our purpose in enclosing the card was to se- 
cure your particular wish concerning some ar- 
ticle on a subject which is more than ordinary in- 
terest to you. 


The information asked for was as _ follows 
(if you did not receive one of the post cards or 
you have failed to mail the one you did receive 
you may do so within the next month or write 
the Editor a letter) “I would Like to See an 
Article in the Lincoln Telephone News About 
piaiieadasr dae ” Additional information requested 
was the subject and the length of the article. 
The many cards returned contained a wealth of 
material and in so far as is possible the suggested 
articles will appear in the News during the year 
1929. 


A tew of the suggested subjects designated on 
the cards received to date are: Our Connecting 
Companies—The Value of Service Emblems— 
Employe Loyalty—A Telephone Man’s Wife— 
Thrifty Today Happy Tomorrow-—and—Who 
Are The Pioneers. Many other cards contain 
interesting suggestions all of 
which will be helpful indeed. 


ale 


For Each One Of Us 


J VHILE away on a_ business 
trip recently General 
Manager J. H. Agee took 


from his bag a copy of the Ameri- 
can Magazine. After glancing at 
the table of contents he turned to 
the article bearng the title “How 
I Lost Money Trying to Get 
Rich.” The article was so inter- 
esting to Mr. Agee and contained 
such a wealth of material which 


if 


Tillie Larson, correspondent, 


Friend. 
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T. C. Woops, Vice-President 
C. P. Russert, Sec.-Treas. 


Jor Hartiey, Art Editor 


—_—_—_— 


January, 1929 No. 1 


everyone of us in the telephone organization 
should consider, that upon his return to the of- 
fice he asked the article be reprinted as a sup- 
plement to the January issue of the News. 


cK * K *K 


Interesting Information 
HERE came to the desk of the editor recent- 
ly a magazine containing the results of a 
survey made the joint committee of the Na- 
tional Utility Association. This survey indicates 
that 90 percent of all daily newspapers of 5,000 
circulation and over published in the United 
States are editorially opposed to government 
ownership and operation of public utility com- 
panies. 
Out of a total of 924 newspapers covered by 
the survey, 827 are opposed to government, 59 


are in favor and 38 are uncertain. 
sk *K ok ok hk 


A Tribute 


HOU hast been faithful!” A wonderful 
| commendation to the recipient of talents; 
for faithfulness means single-mindedness 
—-and how rare it is; it means loyalty—and how 
the world suffers from lack of it: it means de- 
votion— and how seldom one appears who cen- 
ters on the thing at hand: it means ability—and 
how the earth is searched for 
it; it means adherence to the truth 
and how few there be that 
find it._-D. A. Millett, Denver, 
Colorado. 


te 


Congratulations! This month 
your magazine celebrates its 
eleventh year of service, and as 
the echo died away amid the 
roaring of the big presses, the Lin- 
coln Telephone News emerged 
from her boudoir, the printery, 
wearing an eleven year emblem 
which is cause for the congratula- 
tions offered. 
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A Response From Alaska 


4E Lincoln Telephone News goes to all parts 

of the United States and to some place 

even farther away. One of our readers i 

Harry Lander of Wasilla, Alaska. Mr. Lander 

recently wrote to us in response to a request for 

the correct address if he desired to continue re- 

ceiving the News. Our other readers may be in- 
terested in excerpts from his letter. 

“Your courteous card asking if I wished to 
continue to receive your interesting magazine 
came today. I would be greatly pleased if it 
does continue to come. I notice that it speaks 
of the Postman leaving the News each month. 
No doubt it may interest you if I tell you that 
I must go after my mail sixteen miles with 
horses. Sometimes with a dog sled. Just now 
we have three feet of snow and by March we 
will have seven feet. J often must use snow 
shoes on my horses when I go for mail which 
trip takes two days with horses. It is much 
swifter with dogs but when there is freight to 
haul horses are much better. 

“Tt may also interest you to know that I first 
came to Nebraska fifty years ago with cattle 
from Texas, landed on the Niobrara River in 
the Northern part of Nebraska where the Fort 
Kearney and Deadwood stage road crossed the 
Niobrara river on October 20, 1878. 

“IT was the guide and scout for General 
Thornberg in the outbreak of the Cheyenne 
Indians. 

“Lincoln at that time was not a city of thou- 
sands of people as it is today. Then I hunted 
buffalo in Nebraska and scrapped with the 
Indians. 


$ 
s 


ROTO LOR PEO TOTS 


we 
; 


MEPL 


4 
——_ 
es > 
> 


i 
yo 


en 
‘ Aw A ~ 3S O “<TC TT 
TD TYE ae TS RNG. 


- - ~~ 


es merpitiow a) S ; Bisel i ee, Ce " 


Local managers, chiej operiors. cashiers and execiitive 


et - 
Ost 
ee. 


q NEWS : JANUARY 1929 

“Now I’m living entirely alone on the top 
of the world and the only amusement I have is 
in what I read. JI shall feel it an honor to be 
continued on your mailing list.” 


* * Bo * 7K 


Keeping Your Magazines 

A large number of our readers keep their cop- 
ies of The Lincoln Telephone News each month 
and file them away for future use. When a 
year's supply of the magazines is accumulated 
they have them bound in a serviceable binder. 

We have arranged with the printer to have 
last year’s magazines bound for any employe 
who wishes, at a cost of $2.50. This price in- 
cludes the stamping on the binder, in gold leaf 
letters, of the name of the employe and the 
magazine. 

If you wish to take advantage of this offer 
just send your magazines to the editor and he 
will take care of them for you. 


ok ok ok x 


Recent P. B. X. Installations 


A number of installations of P. B. X. boards 
have been made in the last few months. Some 
of the more recent are the boards for the Stand- 
ard Oil Company at Hastings, the Armour Com- 
pany at Hastings, the Standard Oil Company 
at Lincoln, the Hussong Motor Company, Lin- 
coln and the Lincoln State National Bank. 

The Standard Oil Company at Hastings is 
equipped with a new board having four trunk 
circuits and a capacity of five; twenty subscrib- 
er’s line circuits and an ultimate capacity of fifty. 
‘here are at present five cord circuits out of a 
possible seven. 


bid 
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s get together for a “get-acquainted” conference at Lincoln 


December 7. 
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It’s Clothes That Make The Doll 


Santa Claus Girls Club Dress and Distribute Dolls 


Suppose you were a little girl or boy who 


S 'PPOSE nothing happened at Christmas time? 
dreamed of a cuddly doll at Christmas time, 


That Make Childish Hearts Happy 


knowing that none would ever come your way. places. 


Or probably if you were a little more optimistic 
girlie and you told Santa Claus about it anyway 


score of places were busy organizing ‘Santa 
Claus Club” units—girls at Wahoo, College 
View, Beatrice, Havelock, Seward and at other 


More than 280 dolls were dressed at Lincoln 
alone-—dolls in calico, dolls in silk, and dolls in 


in spite of your experience and better judgment overalls. Some of the Lincoln men who were 


—and then, on Christmas morning, here was 
nothing more than usual—that would be more 


than you could bear. 


Or suppose that you couldn’t walk or were 
bedridden and that excitement and the crowds Club is very grateful. 


anxious to help a bit, donated the price of dolls. 
The overall dolls which were specially intended 


for the little boys were provided with overalls 


by the J. C. Ridnour Company to whom the 


and the merriment passed you by. Each doll was named by the girl who dressed 


It's not easy to think about these things at 


Christmas, but the habit of service isa hard one the doll. 


to break, and telephone girls are among the peo- 


ple who remembered. 
At any rate for a 


it, this name being written on tays fastened to 


The dolls were all ready to go December 15th, 


and for a few days were on display in the Com- 


mas, Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Com- from the passersby. 


pany girls, were in a score of offices making 


month before Christ- pany window where they attracted comments 
St. Nick in costume and a 
group of the girls then sallied forth on Satur- 


ready to play Santa to these kiddies). On No- day night to two of the institutions and on the 


vember 14th, the Gen- 
eral Office girls at Lin- 
coln met and crganized 
under the name of 
“Santa Claus Girls 
Club” atid elected 
Emmaline Hein, Lin- 
coln traffic department, 
General Chairman. 
These girls made plans 
to provide and dress 
dolls for the little fel 
lows at the Tabitha 
Home, the St, Thomas 
Orphanage, Home for 
Dependent Children, 
and the Orthopedic 
Hospital. To assist Miss 
Hein, Mrs. Rose Riggs, 
accounting department: 
Virginia Jenkins, traf- 
fic department; Mrs. C. 
Anderson, local busi- 
ness office, and Mina 
Schmidt. plant depart- 
ment were elected as 
chairmen for their de- 
partments. 

The idea spread to 
exchanges over the ter- 
ritory like wildfire and 
ina few days girls in a 


WISITING HOURS: Dey. tte P iM Footings Tae 8 PM 
STATE OF NEDRASKA 
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Mr. C. W. Motter, 
Lincoln Telephone & Telesrach Co., 
Lincoln, WNebdrasre 


Dear Mr. Motter: 


This Christres will long be renembered as 

joyous and merry the little cripples have over had 1 

fact was in no smell way d:e to the Kind ministrations of 

your girls. They cane Christnaes 
e ont r 


the rest stated that he 
eon Mrs. Santa before. 


omvey i%» each one of the 
mi a 


fact ti. he nane 
be incanvable of expressing 1%. Anyone ore 
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A letter of appreciation from Dr. H. A. Matthai, 
superintendent. Orthopedic Hospital. Lincoln. 
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day before Christmas 
they carried the dolls to 
the other children’s 
homes. <At the Ortho- 
pedic Hospital they 
called her Mrs. Santa, 
and the joy of the 
youngsters in meeting 
Santas helpmate was 
unbounded. Miss 
Georgia Finnigan and 
Miss Harriett Carter 
played the role. 

A chance trip back to 
one of the orphanages 
an hour or so after the 
dolls had been distri- 
buted permitted a few 
of the girls to see the 
little tots in bed, with 
their dolls cuddled down 
beside them, perfectly 
satistied with the way 
Santa had treated them. 

Perhaps five hundred 
kiddies in all, got the 
thrill of Christmas 
through the efforts of 
these girls who are cer: 
tainly to be congratu- 
lated on this expression 
of Christmas spirit. 
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Part of the dolls dressed 
by the Lincoln unit of the 
Santa Claus Girls Club on 
display in the window oj 


Lincoln local office the 
week before Christmas. 


Above: College View girls around 

the fireplace at Christmas season 

with the dolls they dressed for chil- 
dren in institutions. 


Left above: Seward operators: Back row; Evalyn Gannon, 

Myra Gannon, Erna Fuerniss, Mildred Gumbel, Nellie 

Gumbel, Jessie Landon, Laura Douty, Jessie Stoddard; front 

row; Hattie Elmshauser, Esther Elmshauser. Erna Zurch, 

Martha Merz. Beata Merz, Nellie Kriegshauser, Lydta 
Kriegshauser, Pearl Evans. 


Above: Havelock girls at 
work dressing dolls; 
around the table they are: 
Mrs. Freona_ Patterson, 
Mrs. Keckler. Marion 
Keckler, Miss Eva Palmer. 
Mrs. Merna D. Young. 
Mrs. Vera JFassen. Miss © 
Ruth Goslin; — standing. 
Florence Frick and Aletha 
Deremer. 


Left: Some of the Lincoln 

girls dressing dolls in the rest- 

room a_ few weeks before 
Christmas. 


Right: Beatrice operators and the dolls they 
made ready for distribution—lejt to right are Lulu 
Michael. Margaret Fuller, Opal Gordon, Marguerite 
Taylor, Albie Broadlooks, Louise Johnson, Adelaide 
Howard, Catherine Heckathorne. Verda = Marvin, 


Bertha Sharp, chief operator. 
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Human Engineering 
By Al O'Dell, Traffic Department 


HE biggest, most important business in the 
world is what you and I do, and what 
every other individual does to achieve ma- 

terial success. We are all interested in success 
—we are all striving to achieve the best that life 
can hold for us—and whatever purports to of- 
fer information or guidance to this end should 
receive our careful and thoughtful attention. 


Whatever we see in our visual world is al- 
ways the effect of causes that lie hidden beneath 
the surface. Nothing ever “just happens.” 
There are rigid and immutable laws that govern 
our material success, just as surely as there are 
laws that govern mechanics. 


We should employ these laws, so far as it is 
within our power to do so, to insure our success, 
just as strongly and zealously as we employ me- 
chanical, mathematical and natural laws to bring 
about engineering results. These laws, however, 
are not always within our control, as a great 
deal, if one is working for a large concern em- 
ploying a great number of employees, rests with 
your supervisors and this brings me to the sub- 
ject of my theme, “Human Engineering.” 


Human engineering is no different than any 
other kind of engineering. It means what all 
cngineering ought to mean—improvement in the 
product. Radio, electricity, telephone service 
aviation and all these things are improved only 
by study and research work. These products 
are made possible and improved by the genius 
of human beings. Why is it not possible then 
to engineer and study that which is responsible 
for the development of all these modern appli- 
ances’? It is. The person who can analyze and 
engineer human beings has a quality of which 
he might well be proud. 

The most important material given to any exe- 
cutive is the human material with which he ac- 
complishes his results, because he must of ne- 
cessity multiply himself in the people under his 
direction. The executive who will do a little hu- 
man engineering will not only secure from the 
employe all the rights to which the management 
is entitled but will secure for the employe the 
rights to which he is entitled. 

Human engineering is not a charity, as some 
would like to claim it is, it is a fundamental! jus: 
tice. It is an understanding of human reac- 
tions and weaknesses, it means a study of one’s 


hahits, capabilities and adaptability. Many a 


man or woman's brilliance and ability has been 
lost to themselves and to a company because his 
or her employer failed to do any human engr 
neering. 

The soul of every business enterprise is the 
human ability upon which it is founded. Its 
body may be the railroads, stores, factory, build: 
ings, ships and machines that impress us with 
their tremendous significance, but without the 
soul—the human vision—to conceive, the hu- 
man courage to undertake, and the human abil- 
ity and will to succeed—well, there wouldn't be 
any body. 

The employer and supervisor must constantly 
keep before him that human element and if he 
does he can secure and accomplish trom the em- 
ploye for the company, loyalty, energy, interest, 
intelligence and good will, but these things can 
only be accomplished by fair dealing, by sin- 
cerity and justice mixed with mercy and an un- 
derstanding of human weaknesses. 

Everybody believes and recognizes the fact 
that the employe owes his employer something 
-~-he owes him the best he’s got and he usually 
gets more. But there are a lot of employers 
and supervisors who fail to realize that they too 


owe something and that something is to 
their employes,—a just wage, safe working 


conditions, desirable working companions, suf- 
ficient information and inspiration to stimulate 
his interest in his job, sufficient consideration 
and courtesy to enable him to keep his self-re- 
spect, a fair hearing at all times. These things 
must be real, not simply sweet smelling ineffec- 
tive substitutes. And these things can be 
brought about by a little human engineering. 
Every employer must do some human engineer- 
ing, he must look into the cases of each in- 
dividual and be anxious to do the right thing 
at all times in every case—he knows in his heart 
whether or not he has on his payroll a man or 
woman who is underpaid. If the boss has not 
looked into these cases, he’s not on the job. If 
he has and has done nothing to remedy unfair 
conditions he’s not just. Sometimes an employe 
is not entitled to all of these things but he is en- 
titled to a just and impartial explanation. The 
employer must give the employe the facts, he 
must give him a square deal and he must play no 
favorites. Every person is endowed with a cer- 
tain amount of animal instinct and just as surely 
as you start kicking him around. and fail for 
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any reason to do the right thing by and for him, 
then he will begin to strike back. 

There have always been young people in the 
business world who needed a friendly hand on 
the shoulder and a-cheering word to help them 
in their perplexities and difficulties. Nobody 
young in the business world wants to be foolish 
and indiscreet; and more important, nobody 
who has any ambition wants to be a failure. A 
person’s pride usually offers a sure approach to 
his good impulses. Rarely is there a case of a 
young man who has began to skid who couldn't 
be set going straight by an appeal to his dig- 
nity and by conferring upon him a responsibil- 
ity. It’s an evil tongue that spreads a report 
that some young fellow is “no good,” “disloyal” 
and can’t be trusted. If the employer or sup- 
ervisor will do their duty by practicing a bit of 
human engineering, it will bear the finest kind 
of fruits. 

Remember that fair treatment begets good 
will; good will begets loyalty; loyalty begets in- 
terests; interest begets energy. When men know 
you are treating them as human beings and not 
merely units of labor that lock steps past the 
time clock; when they begin to understand that 
they are a big part of the organization, working 
with the management and not merely for it, then 
there is the finest kind of a foundation for high 
grade work. It behooves every employer and 
every organization that has employes to engi- 
neer human labor. In the end it will pay large 
dividends. 

Many times an employ- 
er and supervisor feels 
that his duties and re- 
sponsibilities are ended 
the minute a person 1s 
employed and they let the 
employe drift into the 
maze of business per- 
plexities and other mat- 
ters which engulf him, 
never lending him a help- 
ing hand or a cheering 
word which would in the 
larger percentage of 
cases keep him on the 
right track and his mental 
attitude right toward the 
company and his super- 
visor. 

Any business, no mat- 
ter how great or far 
reaching it may be, is but 
the lengthened shadows 


‘ district as the 
of the men and women 
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who have created and who conduct that busi- 


ness. 


Human engineering, therefore, is an es- 


sential fundamental of any business, for no mat- 
ter how brilliant or how competent an executive 
may be along other lines, if he cannot build up 
about him a competent and loyal human staff 
through which he works and through which he 
puts is policies and methods into successful op- 
eration he is not a success as an executive and 
has failed to realize the necessity and value of 
human material. 


My Favorite Poem 


Send in your favorite poem for publication 
in this corner 


Talk happiness. 


What to Talk 


Without your woes. 
Look for the places that are smooth and clear, 
And talk of them, to greet the weary ear 
Of earth, so hurt by one continuous strain 
Of human discontent and grief and pain. 


Talk faith. 


The world is sad enough. 
No path is wholly rough, 


The world is better off 


Without your uttered ignorance and morbid doubt. 
If you have faith in God or man or self 

Say so; if not, push back upon the shelf 

Of Silence all your thoughts till faith shall come. 
No one will grieve because your lips are dumb. 


Talk health. The dreary, never ending tale 

Of mortal maladies is worn and stale. 

You can not charm or interest or please, 

By happiness on that minor chord—disease. 

Say you are well; or all is well with you. 

God will hear your words and make them true. 


z 
Se ee eee 


ere | 


=— 


the 


<¥ oT 
a | a 


yt yay 
*. » ies 


nals s 


This silver loving cup was awarded to the Lincoln 
winning district in 
“Over the Goal” Revenue Development Campaign. 


recent 


—Author Unknown. 


—Submitted by May Kennedy, Gresham. 
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“Great thoughts belong 
only and truly to him whose 
hold them: No 


matter who first puts them 


mind can 


in words if they come to a 
soul and fill it, they belong 
to it. Whether they floated 
on the voice of others, or on 
the wings of silence and the 
night.” 

—Donald G. Mitchell. 

Of the above Mrs. F. P. 
Eikenbary, Burr, says “While 
the above quotation is not a 
poem, I thought some might 
thought. I am 


especially fond of it.” 


enjoy the 


There the.cs the absent- 
minded dentist says, 
“Now, this is going to hurt 
just a little bit,’ when he 
takes down the telephone rev 


who 


ceiver. 
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Ten Years of Service 


Miss Margaret McCall, Fairbury operator, who left 
the Company November 29th to move with her parents to 
make her home in California, began her telephone 
career on September 16th, 1918 and completed over ten 
years of service with us. During these ten years many 
changes have taken place which may best be to!d in 
her own words.—Editor’s note. 


FIND it is not an easy task to condense the 
impressions and review the events of ten 
years in small comparatively small space. 


In point of the 
number years my 
service record would 
scarcely compare 
with cthers, yet I can 
hardly imagine a 
mere eventful period 
cr time from the 
standpoint of out- 
standing events in a 
development of tele- 
. phone communica- 

or ag tion. 
Miss Margaret McCall The first few 


months of my service were in the old exchange 
where we “carried on” under rather trying con- 
ditions. Meanwhile we were preparing for the 
time when we would take up our work in the 
new office. In that interval came the Armistice 
and on that never to be forgotten day we 
worked desperately in an effort to keep up with 
the world gone mad with joy. 


Of course the event of greatest importance in 
our own exchange was the long awaited “cut 
over’ to the new office. The ones of us that 
really took part on that thrilling occasion will 
never forget those moments of tense suspense 
when we waited for our new board to come into 
actual working existence. 

Since that time the history of our own ex: 
change and of the whole system of telephone 
communication has been one of advancement 
and development. It is most interesting to 
know that in these last ten years I have watched 
the business of long distance communication 
grow from the time when a call as far East as 
Chicago was considered rather a long call, to the 
present time when complete calls to the north, 
south, east and west and even recently across 
the border into Canada. Probably the most out- 
standing development has been the extension 
of communication across the Atlantic making it 
possible for President Coolidge to send his voice 
across miles of land and water in greeting to the 
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King of Spain. Another event of importance 
has been the establishing communication with 
Mexico. 

Local service alone has grown so that the tele- 
phone is so much a part of our home furnishing 
that the demand is for a telephone instrument 
that is beautiful and harmonious as well as a 
practical necessity. 

It has truly been ten years of remarkable 
achievement and those of us who have had even 
a small share in the work can look back on it 
with pride. 


My wish to all cf you is Good Luck and con- 


tinued Success.—Margaret McCall. 


* ale al- ale 
*: * * 
— Pai rae “— 


Chief Operator Aids In Locating 
Salesman 


Imbued with the true spirit of service, Miss 
Anna Sievers, chief operator at York, located 
Mr. Louis D. Wall of Minneapolis, a representa- 
tive of the Leader Cut Glass Company, after a 
search had been made for him by telegraph and 
by mail to inform him of the death of his 
brother-in-law in an automobile accident. 


About noon on October 9th the chief operator 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota after calling several 
other towns in Nebraska, in search of Mr. Wall, 
called York and was informed that he had reg: 
istered at one of the hotels, but had left early 
that morning. 


Miss Sievers, sensing the emergency of the sit- 
uation, immediately called the jewely stores 
and garages in the following towns; Wahoo, 
Colon, Seward, Cedar Bluffs, and about 2:00 
o'clock in the afternoon located Mr. Wall at one 
of the jewelry stores in David City. Miss Sievers 
immediately got in touch with the chief opera- 
tor at Minneapolis, and about 2:05 Mrs. Wall 
was talking with her husband. 


Commenting on her part in helping to locate 
Mr. Wall, Miss Sievers said, “I only considered 
this a part of my daily task in carrying out the 
desire of our Company to successfully fulfill the 
obligation to the public of furnishing reliable 
and courteous telephone service.” | 


at le ste 
“* -“ «le 


DO you know of anything, except life insur- 
ance, that will protect you and the family against 
the four great evils: death, disability, improvi- 
dence and investment losses? Life insurance 
means cash, it does not fluctuate in value, and 
is always worth one hundred cents on the dol- 
lar. 
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Recent Changes In The Organization 


Plant Department 


Construction Department 


Frank Beltzer, lst class cable splicer, transferred as 
X Ist: class cable splicer, service department. 

John B. Mason, groundman, construction transferred 
as apprentice shopman, supply department. 

T. B. Chinnock, 1st class lineman transferred as fore- 
man, construction department. 

E. Woods, groundman, employed. 

Chester Mason, groundman, employed. 

R. J. Marik, groundman, employed. 

Philip Gould, groundman, employed. 

Guy W. Emerson, groundman, employed. 

E. G. Goemmel, groundman, employed. 

E. Mills, groundman, employed. 

J. Ricker, groundman, employed. 

Floyd H. Brillhart, groundman, employed. 

G. G. Porter, groundman, employed. 

C. Shoemaker, groundman, employed. 

Geo. E. Wilson, groundman, employed. 

Lloyd Irey, groundman, employed. 

Alfred James, 1st class lineman, employed. 

Russeil Scott, groundman, employed. 

C. A. Combs, groundman, employed. 

W. F. Combs, groundman, employed. 

J. C. Fisher, groundman, transferred as groundman, 
David City. 

Leo Hesselgesster, groundman, employed. 

C. W. Smith, groundman, employed. 

August Meyer, groundman, employed. 

Jack Roemick, groundman, employed. 

Martin Bauer, groundman, employed. 

G. M. Thomas, groundman, employed. 

G. Safford, 3rd class lineman, employed. 

E. Flowerday, groundman, employed. 

E. E. Erikson, groundman, employed. 

G. J. Vaughn, splicer’s helper, employed. 

H. A. Turner, 3rd class lineman, employed. 

E. T. Owens, 2nd class lineman, employed. 

J. Minich, groundman, employed. 

R. J. Judge, 2nd class lineman, employed. 

H. E. Hicks, 2nd class lineman, employed. 

R. E. Antrobus, groundman, employed. 

R. Russell, groundman, employed. 

J. E. Sullivan, groundman, employed. 


Service Department 
Dean Walker, 3rd class testboardman, service depart’ 
_ ment, transferred as clerk, Hastings. 
Donald F. Anderson, cable splicer’s helper, transferred 
as cable splicer’s helper, construction department. 


Supply Department 
‘ . ad ra ] } ia ty . 
Clarence V. Meakins, warehouseman, employed. 
Geo. Schwindt, janitor, employed. 
¢ Tile 
Donald E. Wilson, warehouseman, employed. 


York District 


Mike Carlisle, groundman, Exeter, transferred as 
groundman, Breadshaw. 

Homer Whited, groundman, Milligan, transferred as 
groundman, Geneva. 

Joe Bender, groundman, Milligan, transferred as 
groundman, Geneva. 

Vern C. Brumbaugh, groundman, Exeter, transferred 
as groundman, Bradshaw, 


Emmor Gibbons, 3rd class lineman, Exeter, transferred 
as 3rd class lineman, Bradshaw. 
Wm. Piper, 3rd class lineman, Bradshaw, transferred 
as 3rd class lineman, construction department. 
TIlarold Noyes, groundman, Exeter, transferred as 
groundman, Bradshaw. 

Gerald Page, groundman, Mié£lligan, transferred as 
groundman, Geneva. 

Clarance Armagost, Surprise, transferred as 2nd class 
lineman, construction department. 


Hastings District 


Geo. R. Ojers, 3rd class line, employed, Hastings. 
H. B. Means, groundman, Hastings, employed. 


Beatrice District 


Leonard Smith, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

G. Payne, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

i’. E. Breithaupt, janitor, Fairbury, employed. 

R. C. Colman, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

Max Ellison, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

W. Sterling, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

Milo Garrison, 3rd class lineman, DeWitt, employed. 

L. B. Roberts, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

F. H. Carson, groundman, Auburn, employed. 

John Davis, groundman, Sterling, employed. 

Victor Crane, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

A. M. Moller, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

C. A. Wymore, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

Orville Smart, Groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

B. C. Haskins, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

Chas. T. Goad, 3rd class lineman, Sterling, employed. 

Fred Brockmeyer, groundman, Fairbury, employed. 

Earl Schemmerhorn, groundman, Fairbury, employed. 

Frank Rinehart, groundman, Auburn, employed. 

C. F. Ferguson, groundman, Beatrice, employed. 

F. M. Butterfield, X1st class lineman, Western, trans: 
ferred as X Ist class lineman, const. dept. 

Lincoln District 

T. H. Henderson, groundman, Weeping Water, em- 
ployed. 

Lyman D. G. Steeves, 3rd clss lineman, T. W. C. trans- 
ferred 3rd class lineman, construction department. 

Elmer Croshaw, groundman, Wahoo, employed. 

Chester Taylor, groundman, Plattsmouth, employed. 

Otto Soennichsen, janitor, Plattsmouth, employed. 

W. R. Kriskey, groundman, Plattsmouth, employed. 

Albert Griffis, groundman, Plattsmouth, employed. 

Clyde Barney, groundman, Syracuse, employed. 

Park Leidigh, groundman, Nebraska City, employed. 

Henry Kramer, groundman, Syracuse, employed. 

F. F. Detlef, groundman, Plattsmouth. employed. 

Otto C. Albert, groundman, T. W. C., Lincoln trans- 

ferred as groundman, construction department. 

Byron Baker, groundman, Plattsmouth, employed. 

C. H. Harper, 3rd class lineman, T. W. C., Lincoln, 

transferred as 3rd class lineman, Bennett. 

Clyde Barney, groundman, Syracuse, transferred as 

groundman, construction department. 

George Mead, groundman, Nebr. City, transferred as 
groundman, construction department. 


Traffic Department 


Elma Corbin, line operator to line supervisor, Lincoln. 
Ruth Dickson, rural operator to toll student, Lincoln. 
Doris Powell, rural operator to toll student, Lincoln. 
Gerna Harris, student to “A” operator, Fairbury. 
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Virginia Kiester, student to ““A” operator, Fairbury. 
Irene McCann, student to “A” operator, Beatrice. 
Lula Rumery, employed as student, Lincoln. 
Mrs. Walter Dockweiler, employed as toll operator, 
Wahoo. 
Elva Lolquist, employed as toll operator, Wahoo. 
Gertrude Albro, student to “A” operator, Fairmont. 
Irene Hawkins, student to “A” operator, Fairmont. 
Marie Cobela, re-employed as relief operator, Brainard. 
Frances Consbruck, student to “A” operator, Hastings. 
Mabel Daniher, student to “A” operator, Hastings. 
Mildred Spring, student to ““A™ operator, College View. 
Thelma French, re-meployed as ““A” operator, Utica. 
Gladys Schleiger, student to “A” operator, Superior. 
Frances Consbruck, student employed, Hastings. 
Mrs. Mildred Buzek, re-employed as relief operator, 
Milligan. 
Alice Gibson, student, Superior to “A” operator. 
Gladys Potter, student to “A” operator, Superior. 
Lucile Lowery, employed as student, Superior. 
Hazel Woodsworth, employed as student, David City. 
Mildred Peck, student, Hastings to “A”’ operator. 
Goldie Skidmore, employed as student, Fairbury. 
Lydia Kilborn, employed as relief operator, Weeping 


Water. 

Margaret Downey, relief to “A” and “L” operator, 
David City. 

Hazel Woodsworth, student to relief operator, David 
City. 


Opal Blazer, line operator to toll student, Lincoln. 
Jennie Buckley, rural operator to toll student, Lincoln. 
Helen Boxa, student to “A” operator, Tobias. 

Ruth Fort, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Lena Redelfs, employed as relief operator, Talmage. 
Mrs. Olive Wilson, as student, Gresham. 


January Service Records 


Those with less than Five Years’ Service not 


included. 
Edward Lester Lewis ............ Le2O 24 soccceracncatess Lincoln 
Hie se Wheelety Wractcccncen PUSS: vccckcssecvetass Lincoln 
Glenn Leland Melson............ 1-28-24 Looe Lincoln 
Tid <lvde: (ene ices uls a, Lincoln 
Lloyd M. Campbell................ ie eS) Lr Lincoln 
Flora M, Johnston..............<. aa i) 0 een eI Lincoln 
Mytrle M. Smith........00.......... 1S PDA intetexaanecaceacns Lincoln 
PEeie BeleOT bcc) lc aede css Pea Be eeeatoncscess, Lincoln 
Millard Gass 02..2.2......cces-cconeo ae 2 nen eee Lincoln 
Harry: Bo GOreccasc concen CY 0S 9 < ene ete ee Lincoln 
Esc: ls, (PYRBCC oc acadsiedsnnetnawoenece A 8 Lo, cee eae Lincoln 
Joseph C. Miller....00...0000.... 2 5° 2, > enn eae Lincoln 
Ae Sema & «1 1: ee Cee | (x Oe ee Lincoln 
Alex M. Geist icc.c 0c cccieccceccneass eo <2, ne Bennett 
Florence Buehler .................. Te TALS ee cccbenuan Beatrice 
Martin John Brockmeyer......1- 1-21) 22000000... Fairbury 
Arthur E. Lamberson............ eS he en Humboldt 
Wes, Soy BONG At tecnnen tld ane Co. 0 Sareea Steele City 
Fi Rose PA ec ee | Ege ©, 0) a an ee Wilber 
Frarve SOO sncedeas gia ae Ce Constr. 
Cie BPO WR 2 erat Po 2O"E OS. adiaceracececcs Lincoln 
Datan Aitin LOreciiicc cu, ae dk: ae eS Lincoln 
MaBet ye casos ccechonrcsntcouis 1-16-24....Beaver Crossing 
Elizabeth Morrison ................ (Ee C3) £.° Saeaee Brownville 
Mrs. Lizzie Cressman............ DORE arresaite acest haces Jansen 
Golda Mar Thompson.......... 1-15-24 oo. Tecumseh 
istic «be etic ate to kd See ee Hastings 
POA, SL OUG: wiser tec enen secures ae eal Dy. @ eee Hebron 
Charlotte Westley .........0..0 2... The MOI pct cp seveness Brainard 
Emma Lou Hanekamp.. ......1-29-23 0... Geneva 
Agnes V. Gustifson....0..... 00... De BOR cian keh sewers Osceola 


Suggestion Committee Activities 


Since June Ist, and including the month of 
November, the number of suggestions which 
have been submitted to the Cuggestion Commit- 
tee has been slightly less than for the six months 
previous. Of the number of suggestions sub- 
mitted only five were rejected. 


The success of the Suggestion System is due 
to those employes who are giving serious 
thought to their own work and also observing 
conditions which, in their own opinion might be 
improved. 


Report is made to every employe who sub- 
mits a suggestions, advising him result of the 
careful consideration which is given it by inter- 
ested officers and departments, and where it is 
found that the idea will not work out in prac- 
tice, or for other satisfactory reasons it is not 
adopted, explanation as to the reason for such 
conclusion is made in more or less detail. 


All constructive suggestions are welcomed; an 
idea which may appear of insignificant value 
may prove of great value when applied to and 
over the entire territory. There is, therefore, 
no reason why any employe should hesitate to 
send in any suggestion which he feels will be 
useful in improving methods or operations or 
which he thinks will eliminate waste of time, ef- 
fort or material. 


Included in the list of those who have sub- 
mitted suggestions are Jim Dudgeon, Hastings; 
Lena Lanfear, Hastings; T. S. Risser, Clyde 
Burge, A. B. Waters, Ford J. Cook, D. E. Mc 
Donald, and T. S. Risser, all of Lincoln. 


Entire Community Gather To Bid 


Spurlocks Good-Bye 


Monday evening, October 29th, people of the 
Raymond community assembled in the basement 
of the M. E. Church to show appreciation to 
the Spurlocks for their long faithful service here. 
They are leaving for Milford, Nebraska where 
Mr. Spurlock has charge of the exchange. 


Mr. and Mrs. Spurlock have lived in Ray- 
mond eleven years and their friends will miss 
them greatly, both from the standpoint of 
friendship and business. They have always 
given service to the public at all times. 


Mr. Spurlock has been moderator on the 
school board for the past three years. The son 
Gerald was a member of the High School De- 
bating Team two years and won a letter in this 
subject both years.—Ravymond Golden-Rod. 
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under way. F. M. Butter- 
field and crew of the Con- 


Northwestern Bell Plant Progress struction Department have 


Telephone Company when 
the submarine cable was low- 
ered to the floor of the Mis 
sourt River between Sioux 
City, Iowa and South Sioux 
City, Nebraska. This cable 
is the first to be placed in that section of the country. 

The job of unloading the cable which arrived from 
the Western Electric Company on a flat car was a job 
for brawny men. The reel was set up on the flat car 
that had been placed on the siding near the waters 
edge on the Sioux City side of the river. 

Meanwhile, one inch rope had been laid across the 
river through pulleys that had been suspended from 
the cable. On the opposite side of the river, a steam 
the bridge. This rope was to be used as a feeder for 
engine was attached at the end of this rope. A blank 
cause way was built from the flat car to the waters 
edge. When all was in readiness the engine pulled 
the cable through the blocks to the opposite side of 
the river. 

When this had been completed one-third of the job 
job was over. Now came the task of freeing the cable 
from the blocks and laying it into zig-zag fashion across 
the river. This was accomplished by the tying of bar- 
rels to the cable, then floating it to the position wanted 
before cutting the barrels loose. The cable was laid 
in this position so that the anchorage on each shore 
would not have the full strain to carry. 


ale 
7 


Foreman L. Hodge and crew have completed the 
repairing of the heavy rural line of York and have 
moved to Thayer. They are working on Estimate No. 
2519 which completes the course of toll circuit rear- 
rangement and pole line repairs and change between 
Cresham, Thayer and York. 


* 
. ate 
ste se 
- “ 


As the winter months fall upon us the Plant Depart- 
ment is hastening to get big tree trimming program 


Above: The trans-Missouri 
submarine cable (des- 
cribed on this page) as it 
was being lowered into the 
river. At the right: The 


By Thad Cone 


Construction Department 


already started their part of 
the program. Mr. Butterfield 
reports that the clearance 
thus far received is going to 
make our tree hazard easily 
handled for the next year. 

On October 31st, the annual inventory was taken 
at the Lincoln warehouse. By systematically handling 
the task, no serious inconveniences were caused any- 
one. 


Foremen Moss and Walentine and crews are busy 
setting poles on the estimate covering the cost of toll 
line rearrangements between Elmwood, Weeping 
Water, Nehawka and Union. The road along which 
the lead is located is poor, and the conditions are bad. 
The new lead is being constructed along the east “O” 
Street road from a point two miles east of Eagle to 
the junction south of Nehawka, the toll circuits will 
be re-routed over this lead. 


Foreman Farnham and crew having completed the 
rebuilding of the farm lines of Harvard have started 
work on toll line repairs between Edgar and Harvard. 


Foreman E. E. Baker and crew have finished the 
farm repair work at Exeter and are now trimming trees 
along the toll lead in the vicinity of Waco. 


: 
* 


Since completing their estimate work at Milligan 
and Exeter, Leonard Goold, Gerald Page. and Homer 
Whitehead have been trimming trees on the Toll leads 
between Fairmont and Exeter, Fairmont and Brunning, 


and Tobias and Ong. 


approach of the cable to 
the waters edge in the 
Iowa side. Above: 
Showing the slack at 
the end of the cable. 
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HE exchange building at 

Geneva has just been thor- 

oughly painted on the inside 
and certainly does look fine. The 
side walls of the office are Russian 
tan with an Ivory ceiling, while the 
wire chiefs and operating rooms 
were finished just a shade lighter 
with radiolite paint. The floors 
of the office have been waxed and 
after the interior decorators finish 
the floors the building will present 
a splendid appearance. 


Luella Havlik, operator at Fair- 
bury, resigned December 4th to ac- 
cept a position with the Fairbury 
Light and Water Company. 


Miss Elsie Paul of the Geneva 
office was transferred to the Fair- 
bury exchange as operator, Decem- 
ber 14th. 


Alma Schaff and Beulah Walk- 
er paid the Wilber office a very 
pleasant visit Saturday afternoon, 
December 1, 1928. 


Wilber has just completed a new 
police station, steam heated. elec- 
tric lighted and equipped with tele- 
phone service. The members of 
the force now appear in regulation 
uniforms. 


Miss Eady Suiter, toll operator at 
DeWitt for the last three years, 
has been transferred to Beatrice for 
further instructions. Wherever she 
may be placed she will be well quali- 
fied to fill the position, say the 
DeWitt Operators. She will be at 
Beatrice for a two week's period of 
training. 


Miss Edna Wayman, night opera- 
tor at DeWitt, has been promoted 
to the position of toll operator 
formerly held by Miss Suiter. 


Miss Mabel Meyer, student op: 
erator at DeWitt, has been assigned 
to the work of night operator, 


Charles Dickenman, local man- 
ager, has been confined to his home 
with the flu. 


Miss Argyle Langdale, toll opera: 
tor, Beatrice, is back at duty again. 
She was called to the home of her 
brother in Blue Springs on account 
of sickness. 

Miss Ethel Heckathorn, super: 
visor, Beatrice, is back on duty. She 
recently had her tonsils and ade- 
noids removed at a local hospital. 


NEWS 


News From 


The Exchanges 


On November 13th, the Wahoo 
operators held an oyster feed at the 
home of Hazel Hagenbruck. The 
evening was spent in playing 
bridge and at a late hour the oy- 
sters were served. All the girls 
voted this an enjoyable evening and 
are planning another soon. 


L. O. McClintock, local manager 
at Superior, is enjoying a visit 
from his father, A. McClintock of 
Lamar, Colorado. 


Charles M. Babcock, has been 
transferred from Exeter to the Gen- 
eral Repair Shop at Lincoln. 


King Snowman and Jacquelyn 

and Shirley Ray, above: Ted Ray, 

below, is helping the cause. Mr. 

Ray incidentally has just been 

promoted as clerk to the district 

manager at York from the Lin- 
coln toll department. 
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Miss Helen Persell, chief opera: 
tor at Superior, will leave on her 
vacation December 13th, which she 
expects to spend with relatives at 
Nebraska City. 


ate 
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Edna Wayman, night operator 
at DeWitt spent November 24th 
and 25th visiting home folks at 


Bernke. 


Miss Mary Kersenbrock, opera’ 
tor at Crete, visited the DeWitt of- 
fice November 6th and 7th, 


The Havelock telephone girls had 
a doll party December 10th at 
Florence Frick’s home. The eve- 
ning was spent in dressing dolls for 
the Orphan’s Homes. <A delicious 
lunch was served by Miss Frick.—- 
A. 8. Heckler Havelock manager, 
did very well in dressing his own 


doll. 


Mrs. Clara Eckles, former chief 
operator of the Thayer exchange 
now residing at Salt Lake City, 
rai recently visited the York of- 
ice, 


The prevailing “Flu” epidemic 
has visited the York office, the fol- 
lowing employes being absent on 
account of illness: Anna Sievers, 
chief operator, Mrs. Kniess, Mar- 
garet Schleiger, Myrna Howey, 
Marie Schleiger, and Hattie Mar- 
quette all of the traffic department, 
and Fred Adkins and Andrew Holt 
of the Plant Department. 
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Mrs. Beulah Mason, operator in 
the traffic department at York is 
recovering from a recent minor op’ 
eration, 


Harry Smith, mechanic in the 
garage at the Lincoln warehouse, 
Wishes to express his appreciation 
lor the kind floral offering from 
friends, upon the death of his 


mother, Mrs. C. E. Smith. 


The Lincoln Telephone and Tele 
graph Company basketball team 
started the year right by trimming 
the Piggly Wiggly guintet 29 to 11. 


_ Mrs. H. E. Tornholm, operator 
from Wausau, Nebraska, was a 
Visitor at Wahoo, November 16th. 
_ Miss Marguerite Taylor, Beatirce, 
is back on duty. She spent most 
of her vacation at home. 

Miss Mary Bucholz, toll operator 
at Beatrice, is on her vacation. 
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Miss Bertha Shalander who is 
leaving the College View office. 


Below: Miss Mildred Spring who 
is transferred from Bennett to 


College Veiuw. 


Miss Bertha Shalander, “A” op- 
erator at College View for the past 
two years resigned Dee. Ist leaving 
for her home at Hamill, So. Dakota. 


Mildred Keister, commercial of- 
fice clerk at Geneva, suffered an 
attack of the flu recently but has 
recovered and is now on her vaca- 
tion. It was the intention of the 
Keisters to spent a part of their 
vacation in Chicago with friends 
and relatives. They left here in 
their new Standard Six Dodge 
Coupe and as they haven't been 
seen around here lately, it is the 
supposition they made their destina- 


tion all O. K. 


Mrs. Leonard Goold, Geneva, 
was substituting for Mrs. Mildred 
Keister in the Commercial office 
for about eight days when she too 
succumbed to the flu. Nearly all 
of the operating force has taken a 
few days off on account of the flu. 
At the time of going to press with 
the News Mildred MePeck is the 


only one off duty. 


Miss Mason, operator from York, 
paid a visit to the Geneva office 
and was shown about the building 
by the manager. We are proud of 
our office and are always glad to 
show visitors through the building. 


Mrs. Myrtle Smith of the gen 
eral commercial department, Lin- 
coln, suffered quite a seige of the 
flu, returning to work the day be 
fore Christmas. The satisfaction 


i NEWS 


of having her back must be part. 


of the favors for which Santa is re- 
sponsible. 


Miss Dorothy Brown, assistant 
chief operator at the Fairbury ex- 
change has been off duty for sev- 
eral weeks on account of illness. 


Of all the queer things for one 
person to lose and another to find, 
this one “takes the cake.” Kenneth 
smith an employe at the warehouse 
claims to have found a sack of 
sugar—he didn't say in whose base- 
ment. 
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The flu epidemic has been tak- 
ing its toll in the Lincoln supply 
department, as many as ten em- 
ployes having been confined at one 
time. Those few who have escaped 
the siege arent feeling a_ bit 
“cocky” but are quietly hoping for 
the best. Frank Blockwitz, garage 
foreman at the warehouse, reports 
that those on duty which include 
only part of the regular force, are 
being hard pressed to take care of 
the normal seasonal demands. A 


The volume -of work and material 
handled -at the* warehouse during 
November greatly exceeded that of 
any preceding month in_ history. 
This record seems more impressive 
in view of the fact that there were 
not as many employes on the pay- 
roll as there have been at times past. 


Hazel Hagenbruck, assistant chief 
operator at Wahoo, was a visitor 
in Lincoln December 4, 1928. 

Sterling Nelson, combination man 
of York, recently relieved C. J. 
Crew, manager at Polk. on account 
of illness. 


Al Reed, combination man at 
York, is relieving ]. H. Haberman 


a 4 


Readers of the News will be as glad to meet Joe Hartley's family as they are 
to know Joe and enjoy his cartoons. Mrs. Hartley, Lorraine and Dickie, 
and Joe himself}. 
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LeRoy Schlentz is one of the Lincoln 
business office folks, new to the 
‘telephone family. 


at Fairmont who is ill with the 
so 

James Thompson, combination 
man at York, has been transferred 
to the Osceola exchange temporar- 
ily to do maintenance work. 


+, 
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Mrs. Eva Palmer and Freona Pat 
terson were the hostesses for a 
Christmas party for the Havelock 
telephone girls, December 21st at 
Mrs. Palmer's home. The table was 
beautifully decorated with red and 
the delicious three course lunch 
was served with green glassware. 
Santa certainly did not forget to get 
therefor everyone recieved some 
beautiful gifts. The girls presented 
Mrs. Young, chief operator, with an 
oriental dinner bell. 

John Sullivan, yardman at the 
Lincoln warehouse, has been absent 
from work on account of jury serv- 
ice. 


The job of refinishing all serv- 
ice department trucks has been com- 
pleted at the warehouse. 

Gertrude Price, cashier at York, 
visited friends in Omaha, Novem- 
ber 25th. 


Ruth Van Vleet, assistant chief 
operator at York visited in Lincoln 
recently. 


Robert DeVore, cableman, js 
anxiously waiting to drive the new 
Ford car which is being fitted for 
cable work in the York district. 


Sympathy is extended to’ Mrs. 
Young, chief operator-cashier at 
Shickly in the death of her mother 
who had reached the age of 93 
years. 
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Ed Lewis of the Lincoln Engi- 
neering department was recently 
honored by being elected to the of- 
fice of counsul of the Modern 
Woodmen of Camp No. 2266. His 
election took place Monday night 
December 10th. MHeartiest con- 
gratulations, Ed. 
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Mrs. Henry Schleiger passed 
away Nov. 7, 1928. She was the 
mother of Edith Schleiger, “A” op- 
erator of Sutton. We all extend 
our sympathy to Miss Schleiger in 
her great loss. 
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Miss Mildred Spring of Bennett, 
Nebr., is the new relief Operator 
at College View. 


Miss Blanche Stevens line oper: 
ator at Polk has been ill with the 
Flu. 
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Grace Stevens, chief operator at 
Poik, spent Xmas in Lincoln. 
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Chas. J. Crew, Polk manager,: 
has been having a seige of the Flu. 


Norman Ott, of the accounting 
department, believes he has set a 
mark for “California climate” en- 
thusiasts to shoot at. He succeeded 
in playing tennis during every 
month in 1928, for a total of 361 
sets. Who says Nebraska is not 
a winter resort? 


Three newcomers to the Lincoln business office: Ralph Stebbings, Mildred 


Cupid came to Miss Gertrude 
Meyers of the traffic department, 
Lincoln, as Santa Claus. A beau- 
tiful diamond now adorns her left 
finger. 


Miss Jessie Payne, chief operator at 
Swanton, visited the DeWitt office 
November 8th. She arrived at the 
depot for the return trip slightly 
late—in fact too late to catch the 
mctor. Nevertheless she managed to 
reach home that evening, what time 
we cant guess? 
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Ernest Wedgewood of the Lin- 
coln service department left No- 
vember 13th for his two weeks va- 
cation. We sincerely hope the jinx 
day brought nothing but pleasure. 
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W. E. MacDonald, P. B. X. in- 
staller, service department, Lincoln, 
has been temporarily transferred to 
Syracuse to supervise the installa- 
tion of the new office. 


x: * 


C. E. Cummings, P. B. X. Install- 
er, Lincoln, has been temporarily 
transferred to Beatrice where he. is 
installing ten station P. B. X. for 
Black Brothers. 


Landts. and A. B. Gorman. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT! 


Important Changes in Long Distance Telephone Rates 


E have filed an application with the 
Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion by the Lincoln Telephone and 

Telegraph Company asking for a reduc: 
tion in long distance telephone rates to be- 
come effective February 1, 1929, between 
points where the present station-to-station 
day rate is between 90c and $3.50 per call 
or where the message is over 224 miles. 
The new schedule will reduce Sc to 25c 
per call the present day rates for station- 
to-station service where the above changes 
apply. The evening and night rates, which 
are provided only on_ station-to-station 
service, will remain unchanged. A _ pro- 
portionate reduction will apply on charges 


for person-to-person calls. 


A station-to-station call is one on which 
the calling party expresses a willingness to 
talk to anyone at the telephone called, 
while a person-to-person call is one on 
Which the calling party asks to speak to a 
designated person. This is the second re- 
duction in long distance rates offered to 
the public by the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company over a per‘od of more 
than a year and the third reduction in two 


years and fourth months. 


The reductions which are being made 
are. the further result of improvement 
which has been brought about by  tele- 
phone companies, particularly the C. L. R. 
method of operating. Another is the in- 
creasing reliance upon the telephone by 
business and social institutions between 
distance points, which has been stimulated 


by the improvement which has been made 


with the speed in which the out-of-town 
calls are handled. More than 90 percent 
of the calls of the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company are now handled 
while the subscriber remains at the tele- 
phone. 


Further development in devices and 
methods has reduced the cost of lines and 
has a part in making these reductions pos- 
sible. Another feature of this new sched- 
ule is a reduction in the rates for appoint- 
ment and messenger calls. After February 
Ist these classes of service will be provided 
at person-to-person rates. The charge for 
messenger service will be added as hereto- 


The extra charges previously made for 
Appointment and messenger calls over the 
regular person-to-person calls are elimi- 
nated. In the case of Messenger calls, the 
exact charge made against the Telephone 
Company tor the service of a messenger 
will be added to the charge for the tele- 
phone call, as heretofore. 


The maximum report charge will! be re- 
duced from $2.00 to $1.00. 


Under the new schedule there will be no 
change in the time for placing evening, 
and night calls. The evening rates apply 
from 7:00 P. M. to 8:30 P. M., while the 
night rates are effective from 8:30 P. M. 
to 4:30 A. M. This reduction in long dis- 
tance rates with other reductions made the 
last few years, is in keeping with the Com- 
pany s policy of giving the very best serv- 
ice at the lowest possible cost 


with financial safety. 
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General Headquarters Building, Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company. Lincoln. Nebraska 


Telephone Progress 


An Advertisement of the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 


The year 1928 has been SER Noteworthy as has been 
one of outstanding tele- = % the telephone progress in 
oN gy) 


phone development and Ol the Company’s _ territory 
progress. During the past Os iu during the past year, it will 


year expansion of facilities not stop. Great as are Ne- 
in the territory of the Lincoln Tele- braska’s present demands for de- 
phone and Telegraph Company pendable satisfactory telephone 
commanded the expenditure of 
more than $1,262,000. During ~ . 
1929 it is planned to expend up future. And this Company must, 
wards of $1,800,000. and will, be prepared to meet them. 
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service, they will be greater in the 


This program is in line with our policy which is: 
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the lowest cost consistent with financial safety. A ; \ ) l, 3 qi 1LQ2O) 


To continue the best possible telephone service at 


The Story Back of The Picture 


To every American February 
twelfth, is a day of days. It isa 
day when people all over the 
world pay tribute to the memory 
of Abraham Lincoln, that great 
American and President, ““whose 
spirit of malice towards none and 
charity for all,” still lives in the 
hearts of his people and brings 
forth the fruits of ikndly service 


to each other. 
The cause of the celebration 


never changes but it is interest- 
ing to note how the method does. 
Twenty-five years ago the people 
of the community gathered at the 
courthouse or city hall to hear the 
address by the judge or leading 
citizen. At best, only a few peo- 
ple could hear the speech and 
some of those present had to make 
a journey from the farm. 


i 


Often on account of domestic du- 
ties the women could not attend 
at all. Furthermore, in the choice 
of a speaker, people in many of 
the smaller communities were us- 
ually limited to local talent. 


Today, thanks to the radio peo- 
ple over the land can sit comfort- 
ably in their own home and listen 
to an address by prominent citi- 
zens including the President of 
the United States speaking from 
a distant city. 

Telephone people always get a 
thrill when listening to an ad- 
dress broadcast on a nationwide 
scale, for they know telephone 
lines play an important part in 
bringing the speaker's voice to the 


ears of millions of listeners. 
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News From The Exchanges 


ONE Shirley, operator at Utica, 
has resigned from service. On 
Christmas day she became the 

bride of Mr. John Gable of Seward. 
Her friends extend congratulations 
to the young couple. Miss Estella 
Pieper, an experienced operator will 
fill the vacancy. 

Edna Pieper, operator and Myron 
French, manager at Utica, have 
been off duty at the Utica office 
on account of sickness but are back 
on the job again as the News goes 
to press. . 

C. W. Albers, combination man 
in the Lincoln service department, 
started this week’s vacation Decem- 
ber 25th. 

x oe x 

Miss M. Lloy Hein of the Lin- 
coln traffic department spent the 
holidays at her home in Harvard. 


ate 
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Miss Marjorie Cox returned to 
work January 7th, after a three 
weeks illness. Miss Cox is em- 
ployed in the operating department, 
Lincoln, and her friends there are 
glad to have her with them again. 

x oo x 

Miss Opal Blaser, Lincoln opera- 
tor, spent Monday, January 14th, 
visiting with relatives and friends at 
Panama. 

x o* 

Miss Florence McKie of the traf- 
fice department, Lincoln, recently 
announced her engagement by ap- 
pearing at the office one morning 
with a beautiful diamond on her 
left finger. Miss McKie declines 
to say when the marriage will take 
place but we believe it will be some- 
time in the near future. 


Mr. Lockhart, night operator at 
Syracuse, enjoyed a second vacation 
this year visiting relatives in South 


Dakota. 


ate we 
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Claude Helm, of the construction 
department, Syracuse, spent Christ- 
mas at Hale, Mo. 


The last vacationer at the Hum- 
boldt exchange was Miss Lillon 
Billings, night operator, who en- 
joyed a fourteen day vacation in 
November, spending most of the 
time at home. 


ne 
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It is being generally reported 
that L. G. Saunders, service depart- 
ment, Lincoln, spent most of his va- 
cation which occurred at Christmas 
‘ime, playing with his nephew’s elec- 
tric train. 

Miss Glema Miers, daughter of 
George Miers, construction fore- 


Three of Lincoln’s traffic force. Left, 
Miss Elma Corbin, evening super- 
visor; right, Miss Carrie Unland, 
new evening supervisor; and above, 
Miss Opal Brown who resigned Jan- 
uary 15, to move to Montana with her 


parents. 
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man, suffered a severe attack of the 
flu but at this time is getting along 
niccly. 

January 3rd, Clarice Curtis and 
Oakel Klock, toll operators at Au- 
burn, were visitors at the Peru of- 
fice. 


Lettie Foster, cashier at Auburn, 
spent Christmas with home folks 
at Seward. 

Miss Lillian Harper, chief oper- 
ator, at Adams, was sick during 
Christmas week with the “flu.” 


Everett Fifield, son of Mrs. Sylvia 
Fifield, chief operator at Deweese, 
returned November 4th from 
Hampton Roads, Va., where he has 
served in the U. 8. Naval Air Sta- 
tion, for the past four years. 
Everett drove through in a new 
sport model Ford, covering about 
eighteen hundred miles, traveling at 
the rate of three hundred miles per 
day. After a pleasant visit with 
home folks, he left December Ist 
for Hampton Roads where he has 
extended his time two years. 

Miss Amelia Aden, chief opera- 
tor at Wahoo, spent the holidays 
in Omaha with her sister. 

Mabel Bowman, operator at 
Wahoo, resigned December 28th to 
leave for her home at Fargo, North 
Dakota. Miss Bowman had been 
with us a year and has made many 
friends. Miss Marie Stewart, form- 
erly an operator, is replacing Miss 
Bowman and we are pleased to have 
ler with us again. Miss Anita Cal- 
vin has been employed as relief 
operator. 
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During the month of December 
Surprise had a long distance call to 
Wenatchee, Washington and a call 
from New York City. Both parties 
were heard very plainly and talked 
very satisfactorily. 


A ten pound girl, Maxine 
Estella, was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest Royce on December 17th. 
Mr. Royce is employed in the store- 
room at the warehouse. 


George Barney, assistant general 
storekeeper at the warehouse en- 
joyed the last week of the year fin- 
ishing his vacation. The tough luck 
“George” encountered on his previ- 
ous attempt at vacationing, when he 
found himself stranded many miles 
from nowhere in western Ne- 
braska, taught him a lesson. This 
time he kept the “dogs” close to the 
fire, except for a brief trip to act 
as Santa Claus at the College View 
community tree. It must have been 
hard on the kiddies’ toys and candy 
for “daddy” to be home during the 
holidays. 


Miss Maude Willey, chief oper- 
ator at the Fairbury exchange was 
off duty on account of the “flu” 
from December 17th to January 
2nd. Sorry you had to miss our 
Christmas party, Miss Willey. 


Wilbur Olsen, formerly of the 
construction department at Platts- 
mouth and now with the Illinois 
Bell Company out of Chicago was 
recent visitor at Plattsmouth. 


Mrs. Deuel Norton of the Lincoln 

auditing department was formerly 

Deuel McKee until December 29th 

when she was married to Frank 
Norton of Lincoln. 


The traffic department at Platts 
mouth was quite hard hit by the 
flu. The greatest sufferers were 
Chief Operator Mary Sedlak, Hilda 
Wallengren and Harriette Wynn all 
of whom were off work at the same 
time. 


Miss Ruth Cloyd, operator at He- 
bron, spent Sunday, December 30th 
with relatives at Riverton, Nebraska. 


F. E. Behm and J. A. McKinzie 
made the Pleasant Dale office a 
short but very pleasant visit on 
Monday, January 7th. 


The York telephone office in the Nobes building. Mrs. C. EF. Walker who is 
shown was the first operator in York County. 


Will H. Dean, November, 1897. 
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The picture was taken by 


Miss Viola Ridgley has been em- 
ployed as cashier at Hebron. 


Hazel Best of the Pleasant Dale 
force visited in Omaha during the 
holidays. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Brockmeyer 
and little daughter, Phillis June, 
spent Christmas with relatives at 
Jansen, Nebraska. Mr. Brockmeyer 
is combination man at Hebron. 


The College View telephone em- 
ployes were saddened by the death 
of Miss Harriet Faust, a former op- 
erator. Since September, 1928, Miss 
Faust has been employed as a 
teacher in a South Dakota school. 


Miss Lavee Mills and Miss 
Thelma McWilliams, both employed 
in the traffic department at College 
View, will take work at the State 
University the beginning the sec- 
ond semester, Miss Mills in the 
Home Economics department, and 
Miss McWilliams will study violin 
under the direction of Professor 


Steckelberg. 


Lyle Cunningham, an employe in 
the supply department for the past 
two and a half years has resigned 
to accept a position under Milton 
Barratt in the Arrow Aircraft Com- 
pany. Mr. Cunningham before en- 
tering the employ of this Company 
worked in the Ray Page Airplane 
plant which experience should 
prove valuable to him in his new 
work. 


Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Keckler en- 
tertained the Havelock telephone 
cmployes, husbands and friends to 
a delicious waffle supper at their 
home, 232 South 22nd, on January 
Oth. The remainder of the evening 
was spent socially in playing bridge. 
At a late hour the guests departed, 
everyone reporting a fine time. 


Miss Ethel Heckathorn, super- 
visor and News correspondent, 
Beatrice has been off duty the past 
month on account of illness. Miss 
Argyle Langdale is acting as News 
correspondent during her absence. 


rlelen Grunewald, Beatrice, is 
back on duty after spending the 
week of December 21st, fighting 
the “flu.” 


Miss Mabel Johnson, toll operator 
at Beatrice, is confined to her home, 


January 14th to January 20th with 
the “flu.” 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE ie NEWS : FEBRUARY 1929 


Ernest Craig, combination man at 
York, spent the last of his vacation 
visiting friends and _ relatives at 
Friend. 

Fred Adkins enjoyed his vacation 
the last two weeks in December, 
visiting relatives at Harvard, Ne- 
braska. Mr. Adkins is employed in 
the plant department at York. 


Heartiest corgratulations and best 
wishes are extended to the newly 
weds—Miss Deuel McKee of the 
accounting department is the latest 
victim of Cupid’s arrow. She was 
married on December 29th at the 
First Christian Church to Mr. Frank 
Norton of Lincoln. Miss Grace 
Hauschildt entertained at a miscel- 
laneous shower in honor of Mrs. 
Norton on the evening of January 
Sth at her home. 


R. G. Nehe of the Lincoln toll 
department has been transferred 
temporarily to the general shop at 
the warehouse. 
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The employes at Weeping Water 
wish to extend congratulations and 
best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Orion 
Baldwin of Weeping Water. Mr. 
and Mrs. Baldwin were married No- 
vember 10th at Kansas City, Mis- 
souri. Mr. Baldwin before her 
marriage was Miss Naomi Hindman 
of Kansas City. Mr. Baldwin is em- 
ployed with the Telephone Com- 
pany at Weeping Water. 


Mr. and Mrs. Abrams of Weep- 
ing Water spent Christmas and 
New Year's at Dorchester. 


Santa came to Miss Olga Ken- 
nedy, December 25th, and_ placed 
a beautiful diamond ring on her left 


finger. 


John Brockmeyer of Hebron is 


driving a new Ford coupe as his 
trouble car. 


Miss Regina Bethscheider, assist- 
ant chief operator and Miss Leona 
Boyce, operator at Hebron, spent 
January 3rd in Lincoln. 


Mrs. Nellie Lamm, night operator 
at Hebron, spent January 3rd and 
4th with her parents at Hubbell, 
Nebraska. 


Adelaide Howard, supervisor, 
Catherine Heckathorn, toll operator, 
and Katherine Wadbonker, assist- 
ant chief operator spent December 
22nd in Lincoln shopping. They 
report a most enjoyable trip. These 
girls are employed at Beatrice. 


The girls of the traffic depart- 
ment at Seward had a watch party 
in the rest room on New Year's 
eve. Refreshments in the form of 
an oyster stew were served by the 
committee. Everyone present re- 
ported a good time. 


Mrs. Ruth Van Fleet, assistant 
chief operator, spent New Year's 
with her mother at Ansley, Ne- 
braska. Mrs. Van Fleet is employed 
at York. 


Anna Sievers, chief operator at 
York spent Christmas with her par- 
ents at Plattsmovth, Nebraska. 
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Mrs. Edna Stine of the operating 
department York is visiting rela- 
tives at St. Louis, Missouri. 


Lester Hutchinson, testman, Lin- 
coln, took his ten days’ vacation, 
December 21st which he spent with 
relatives in Kansas. 


Gordon Eno, guard and center 
on the telephone basketball team, 
in a practice game, December twen- 
ty-sixth, threw his index finger out 
of place and tore the flesh loose 
from the bone. 


ate 
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Miss Adelaide Novotny, toll op- 
erator in the Lincoln office spent 
the first weekend in January visit- 
ing her parents at Narka, Kansas. 


fe te 
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Mrs. Homer Gunn, Lincoln traf- 
fic department who was recently 
married, resigned early in January. 
Mrs. Gunn was formerly Miss Unita 
Dox. 


Paul Hedrick of the construction 
department, Syracuse, visited his 
mother at Waco during the holi- 
days. 


. 
BS 


The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company basketball team 
played the Syracuse town team 
January 11th, winning 18 to 10. 
The score at the end of the half 
was 8-2 telephones. The official 
standing of the basketball team in- 
cluding games of January 23rd is as 
follows: 


W L Pet. 
Telephones iceceslieeus 6 0O 1.000 
Piggly Wiggly ............ x ‘1 .854 
Fans: Laundry ..cccciccs 5 2 .714 
ca oi | | eee ee 3 3 .500 
Central Cate -cccccccccccuee 3 3 3500 
Nebr. State Bank ........ 2 4 = .333 
Continental Oil .......... 2 4 = .333 
Western Auto Supply.. 1 5 .167 
First National Bank...... 1 6 .128 


Don't forget folks, the four top 
teams will fight it out for champion- 
ship beginning February 11th and 
February 18th. The team sincere- 
ly appreciates the attendance of 
telephone folks at these games. 
Watch for the bulletins on the bul- 
letin§ boards about the Lincoln 
building for the dates of the rest 
of the games. 


eae SOR) 
‘Gime Py aN 


Part of the Tecumseh employes pledged to make President's Month a huge success. Center—Introducing one of 
the new plant men at Tecumseh, Jack Carroll. Right: Fred Colton, foreman of the construction crew at Tecumseh 


and his faithful Dodge. 
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Hazel Best of the Pleasant Dale 

force. She is assistant operator and 

a student at the Pleasant Dale high 
school. 


Mrs. Wallick, chief operator at 
Weeping Water left November 22, 
for Hollywood, Calif., for an ex- 
tended visit with her daughter, 
Thelma. 


Mr. George Heikes, our janitor 
at Beatrice, was seriously injured in 
an auto accident south of the city 
Tuesday, January 15th. The roads 
were verv slippery and he skidded 
into a ditch and against a tele- 
phone pole. He is at the Men- 
nonite hospital. Mrs. Heikes was 
with him but uninjured. Mr. Heike 
was a faithful employe for many 
years and we miss his happy “Good 
morning’ and hope he will soon be 
back on the job. 

Miss Addalene Lorenson of 
Weeping Water spent Christmas at 
Manley at the home of her brother. 


a! 


_L. M. Campbell, directory super- 
visor of the Lincoln office, was a 
pleasant caller at the York office 
recently. 


A most lively celebration was 
held at Weeping Water, Saturday 
evening, December 8th, when the 
farm line relay crew entertained the 
employes of the Lincoln Telephone 
Company at an oyster supper. The 
room was beautifully decorated in 
red and white. After all had en- 
joyed the hot oyster supper, they 
finished the evening by going to 
the Liberty Theatre. The gang are 
certainly royal entertainers. Out of 
town guests were Misses Mary Mc: 
Caig and Mildred Barden of Elm- 
wood, Mr. Harry Kuntz of Avoca 
and Mr. Glen Mendenhall of Platts- 


mouth. 


Harry Gore, P. B. X. man, Lin- 
coln, spent New Year's Day with 
his mother at Tecumseh. 


Roderick Andrews, lineman of 
the Lincoln service department, 
spent Christmas in Superior with 
home folks. 


Miss Mildred Miller, P. B. X. op- 
erator spent Christmas with rela- 
tives and friends at Sterling. 


Miss M. Lloy Hein of the traf- 
fic department, Lincoln spent the 
holidays at her home in Harvard. 


A large number of the girls of 
the traffic department are the proud 
possessors of hand tooled leather 
bags since Christmas. 


Miss Elsie Anderson spent Christ- 
mas at Ashland. Miss Anderson is 
instructress of the operating class 
in the Lincoln operating deprat- 
ment. 


Marie Schleiger, “A” operator 
spent New Year’s with relatives at 
Sutton, Nebraska. Miss Schleiger 
is employed at York. 


Genevieve Goble, “A” operator 
spent Christmas with her parents, 


Mr. and Mrs. R. V. Goble of Lin- 


coln. 


Mrs. Charles Clouse, formerly 
Miss Renah Newell, resigned the 
first of the year. Mrs. Clouse was 
employed in the Lincoln traffic de- 
partment. 


Miss Merlie Markuson spent 
Christmas with her brother at David 
City. Miss Markuson was employed 
in the Lincoln traffic department. 


. ', 
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W. E. MacDonald who has been 
supervising the installation of the 
new equipment which has been in- 
stalled at Syracuse has completed 
his work and has been transferred 
back to the service department at 
Lincoln. 


Gene Radcliffe, Lincoln cable 
splicer, bruised his right hand Janu- 
ary 15th with a pair of scissors, 
while shaking a sweater. 


s, 
Bs 


H. G. Taedter, manager at Har- 
vard, spent New Year's Day in Lin- 
coln. 

Mae Hunt, night operator at Har- 
vard, has been confined to’ her 
home with a serious case of flu and 
pneumonia. We are glad to be 
able to report she is slowly recov: 
ering. 


Roy Brindle, groundman, serv- 
ice department was temporarily 
transferred to Syracuse to help run 
jumpers on the main frame. 

+ % % 

Miss Jessie Russell of the Lincoln 

traffic department went home to 


Valparaiso over the holidays. 
+ ok + 


Miss Elsie Anderson, clerk in the 
traffic department, Lincoln spent 
the last two days of December visit- 
ing in Yankton, S. D. 


Miss Helen Focht and Miss Mary Brown are both employed in the Lincoln 
service department. These girls happen to have birthdays only two days 
apart; both started to school together in Raymond, Nebraska and all through 
the grades were side by side. After graduation they moved to Lincoln and 
Helen now lives at Mary's home. Naturally they are inseparable chums! 


And we congratulate them on their recent birthdays—in January, folks. 
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Paragraphs From The Annual Report 


All Departments Cooperated to Bring About 
Another Year of Progress 


BOUT this time of the year is the occasion 
for the statement covering the principal 
activities of the Company for the past 

year, with such data as will reflect its present 
financial condition and operating results as well 
as touch upon the plans for the present year. 


The Company which is a business owned by 
the people it serves, sends out an annual report 
to the stockholders. 


The Company operates in one hundred and thirty 
cities and towns in twenty-two counties in southeast- 
ern Nebraska. This territory comprises about 25,000 
square miles, with a population of one-half million. 

Nebraska is primarily an agricultural state. We have, 
therefore, a fundamental interest in the farm problem. 
The past years’ results in agriculture are the best since 
1919. 

The year 1928 recorded the greatest building ac- 
tivity in the history of the territory, with a tendency 
toward industrial development. 


When the Company entered the telephone business 
in 1904 there were approximately 2,000,000 telephones 
in service in the United States. Today, there are in 
excess of 19,000,000 which is approximately 60 per- 
cent of the total in the world. Today, this Company 
furnishes exchange and long distance service to 79,- 
746 owned subscribers’ stations and in addition furn- 
ishes over 24,460 stations of connecting companies with 
long distance service. 

By physical connection with Bell System Companies, 
natoinal and international service is furnished. 

Since 1912 the number of telephones served by this 
Company has increased more than 31 percent. This 
growth parallels the development of the region served. 


The 1928 construction program completed was the 
largest in the history of the Company. $1,210,846.43 
was expended for additions to plant, while $676,613.25 
in unserviceable and absolete plant was retired from 
service, leaving net additions to plant, exclusive of 
properties purshased, of $534,233.18. Further addi- 
tions to the system were made by the purchase of tele- 
phone exchanges at Union, Davenport, Dawson, and 


Blue Springs. 


Three new buildings were erected and additions to 
several buildings were made during the year. It is 
the policy of the Company to own its own buildings 
where this can be economically justified. The Com- 
pany now owns seventy exchange buildings and will 
complete eight more during 1929, of which two will 
be occupied by March. | | 

During 1929 it is planned to continue to imprave 
and extend our plant and service. The 1929 budget 
calls for an estimated gross expenditure for plant ex- 
tensions of $1,825,000. 


The aim of the management—and it is the only aim 
that will in the long run protect the safety of your in- 


vestment—is to continue to furnish the best possible 
telephone service at the lowest reasonable cost. 

In order to meet the requirements of the public for 
improved service, it was necessary during the year to 
file several applications with the Nebraska State Rail- 
way Commission for readjustment of rates. Several 
have already been’ granted and others should be 
promptly allowed in order that each community shall 
pay its equitable share of the cost of service. 


During the past few years the electrical supply in- 
dustry in the United States has passed through an era 
of consolidations which has resulted in large organiza- 
tions and re-organizations with the usual large finan- 
cial operations. 

When the work in that field was practically com- 
pleted, brokers turned their attention to the telephone 
business by the purchase and consolidation of inde- 
pendent telephone properties and in many cases this 
has been accompanied by the issuance of excessive se- 
curities resulting in exploitation. 

During the past year brokers began to purchase the 
voting stocks of this Company. The stocks were 
widely scattered and no group or individual owned 
even the semblance of control. It was thought wise 
by the Board of Directors, in order to prevent the 
acquisition of control by outside interests, with the 
possible accompaniment of high finance operations, to 
secure the control of the Company by placing the vot- 
ing stocks under the direction of the men who have 
been responsible for the success the Company has al- 
ready attained. 

In order to carry out that purpose, the Lincoln Tele- 
phone Securities Company was organized and a ma- 
jority of the voting stocks of the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company have been exchanged on 
equitable terms for stocks of the Securities Company. 
The Company is now in a position where its con- 
tinued development under the present management is 
assured and the possibility of control being acquired 
by outside interests has been eliminated. As a re- 
sult, the security of the investment in the stocks of 
this Company has increased. 


The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 
grew by 250. We now have 715 men and 730 wo- 
men on the payrolls. The annual payroll exceeds 
$1,349,000.00. 


During the past year long distance service was 
opened to the whole of France, Germany, Spain, 
Switzerland, The Netherlands the larger cities of Bel- 
gium, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Austria, Hungray, 
Czecho-Slovakia, the city of Danzig in the Polish Cor- 
ridor, and Ceuta in the Spanish Morocco, Africa, and 
had previously been opened to the British Isles. 

On this side of the Atlantic the transatlantic serv 
ice was extended to Cuba, the provinces of Ontario, 
and Quebec in Canada, and the principal cities of 
Mexico. This means that 27,000,000 telephones serv 
ing 330,000,00 people may now talk to each other. 


distance calls daily. 
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Our Telephone 


An Interview With L. G. Yochum, 


Master Farmer, Ashland 


By L. M. Campbell, 


Directory Supervisor, Lincoln 


CC ID we have telephones then? I should 
say not! We had never heard of them 
in 1889 and even had we known about 

they would have been considered a luxury in 

that day.” 


The speaker was L. G. Yochum of Saunders 
County, Nebraska, and the writer, comfortably 
seated in Mr. Yochum’s pleasant farm home, 
was thoroughly enjoying an interview with this 
Master Farmer. 


For the benefit of the reader who may ask 
“Who is, or who may be a Master Farmer?” let 
me explain. The Master Farmer movement is 
national in scope and state-wide in its local jur- 
isdiction. Each year, through a long and thor- 
ough process of nomination, examination, elimi- 
nation, and finally, selection, the ten outstand- 
ing farmers in the state of Nebraska are picked 
by a competent committee. These ten farmers 
must fulfill a score or more of requirements. In 
addition to being successful tillers of the soil 
they must have been successful citizens social- 
ly, financially and from the standpoint of civic 
interest. ‘T'hese ten men are suitably honored 
and presented with gold medals—tokens of suc- 
cess in their fields of endeavor. In short, they 
are the leaders in their community. 


Mr. Yochum, the central figure in this story, 
was selected in 1928 as one of the ten Master 
Farmers in Nebraska. Speaking with the ease 
of the business man that he is, Mr. Yochum 
smiled at my request for the story of his life, and 
began: 

“I was born in moderate surroundings on an 
Ohio farm in 1864, where I lived for 22 years. 
The second of three brothers I soon saw the 
limit to my career in my home community and 
decided to come west and try my hand. 

“From boyhood I visualized myself as the 
owner of a large successful farm. I liked the 
thought of business on a large scale and wanted 
to be the more-than-ordinary farmer. With that 
thought constantly in mind I have worked to 
attain my goal and to it I can partially attribute 
any success I may have had. I always felt that, 
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L. G. Yochum, Master Farmer, Ashland. 


though the world was large, I would some day 
find my niche and there accomplish something 
for posterity.” 

“After leaving the Ohio farm and spending 
a year in Illinois Mr. Yochum came to Ne- 
braska where he chose his life partner a year 
later. He was married in 1889. 

‘A man was considered rich if he owned a 
driving horse and buggy then,” said Mr. 
Yochum. “We spent the first twenty-eight 
years of our married life as farm tenants—I was 
just the hired man, then the renter. 


“Man is a gregarious creature,” said Mr. 
Yochum. “He is mentally healthy only when 
he can communicate with his fellow beings. Dur- 
ing the bleak winter months of those early days 
we were as isolated as castaways on a desert 
island. Weeks often elapsed without the ap- 
pearance of a visitor during such times as the 
trails were impassable. 

‘During one of these long seasons my wife 
became ill. I could only do one of two things, 
—TI could saddle a horse and ride eleven miles to 
town for a physician, leaving my sick wife at 
home alone, or I could anxiously await the com- 
ing of some passer-by who might carry my mes’ 
sage to the doctor. 

“It is needless to say how useful a telephone 
would have been at that time and on many like 
occasions. 

“When did you first make use of the tele 
phone?” I asked, wondering if he would re- 
member the exact year. Without hesitating he 
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replied, “In 1903,” and continued, “I think the 
two happiest moments of our early married life 
came with the installation of the telephone and 
the institution of Rural Free Delivery of mail. 
The two came almost simultaneously. 


“T well remember that five of us farmers, 
more progressive than the rest, built our own 
telephone line between our farms and the town 
in order to secure telephone service. The line 
was constructed on hedge wood fence posts and 
was known all over the country as the ‘Grape 
Vine Line. It was used by people from far 
and near. 

“The service and equipment we had at that 
time did not compare with our modern-up-to- 
date exchanges, but we were satisfied with it 
and the telephone soon became so indispensable 
a contrivance in the farm home that it quick- 
ly passed from the category of a luxury to one 
of absolute necessity.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Yochum invested their first sav- 
ings in farm land in 1901 and by consistently 
adding to the original purchase they acquired 
their present 440 acre, Saunders County farm in 
1913, making it their home in 1916. 


The Yochum farm is known throughout the 
entire state. Indeed the writer has spent many, 
many pleasant hours on this farm during the 
past five years. In company with friends I have 
whiled away burning mid-summer afternoons be- 
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neath the cool protection of a friendly walnut 
grove. I have here known the pleasure of spend- 
ing a Sunday alone with dog and gun, tramping 
through the fields and amid the timber which 
lines the banks of the little stream. Here I 
have lured the wily mallard to my blind to know 
the joy of the kill or the curse of the miss. 
What wonder that my memories are pleasant! 
I have—but this is a story of the telephone on 
the farm. 

“Now something about the telephone service 
of today, Mr. Yochum,” I continued. 

“We like it. The company should be com- 
mended for its promptness in locating trouble 
its efficiency in giving service, and the courtesy 
of its employes. 


“We particularly like the telephone com- 
pany’s plan of ringing some one on each farm 
line every morning to determine whether or not 
the line is working. It is proof to us that they 
are interested in the service which we receive. 

“The telephone has been a money saver to us 
and to all farmers. We consider it as a matter- 
of-fact necessity today and for that reason per- 
haps we do not always appreciate its efficiency, 
a fact, however, that must necessarily be evinced 
by progressive people, and a farmer, to be suc- 
cessful, must be progressive. He cannot live 
out of tin cans. He must be a producer and he 
must produce more than he consumes. 
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The beautiful farm home of Mr. Yochum, is strictly modern, with telephone, electric lights, water system and 
heating plant. 
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“Just recently during the illness of Mrs. 
Yochum the telephone played an important part 
in our lives for a number of days,” and to this 
Mrs. Yochum added, “I wonder just how we 
would live today without our telephone.” 

In the cold fading twilight as I drove away 
from this master farm of a Master Farmer,— 
this farm where the corn rows are straighter, 
where th efields are cleaner, where the fences 
are more secure, where the crops are better and 
where life is more diversified than monotonous, 
and therefore well worth living, this thought 
came to me: 

“Truly, communication has played a great 
part in the development of this commonwealth.” 


The Lincoln Telephone News is indebted to the Ne- 
braska Farmer for the picture of L. G. Yochum which 
appears on this page.—Editor’s Note. 


Who would have thought at the beginning 
of this century that by 1929 there wuold be 19,- 
300,000 telephones in daily use throughout the 
United States, and a total of 3,750 million dol- 
lars invested in this business, an increase of 240 
million dollars in capital accounts in the last 
twelve months? 

About 400 million dollars has been spent to 
permit the telephone companies to make inter- 
national connections possible. Today 85 per 
cent of the telephones in the entire world are 
in direct communication with each other. 

* oe * & Ok 

One hundred motor boats, representing 
$500,000, were sold the other day in a sixteen- 
minute transatlantic telephone conversation be- 
tween Michigan and London, England. 
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“Good Bye” Is Part of Good 
Telephone Usage 


It is just as important to end a telephone con- 
versation properly as it is to begin it correctly. 
You should always make sure that the person 
to whom you are speaking understands that you 
have finished your part of the conversation. This 
is usually done by saying “goodbye” or using 
some similar expression. If the person called is 
left in doubt as to whether you have completed 
your part of the conversation when you hang 
up your receiver, he may think he was treated 
abruptly or rudely. He also may ask the oper- 
ator to reestablish the connection, thinking that 
he was cut off. 
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Recently an interesting document was pre- 
sented to the American Telephone Historical 
Collection. It is a contract “for the use of 
Two Hand Telephones to Be Used in Connec- 
tion with a Telegraph Line,” and is dated Ply- 
mouth, Massachusetts, December 7, 1877. Wil 
liam S. Danforth contracted for the service, 
agreeing to pay $12.00 per year for the use of 
the instruments. 

Telephone exchange service itself did not be- 
gin until January 28, 1878, when the switch- 
board at New Haven, Connecticut, was placed 
in operation. 

Our February cover is the work of Irving 
Hubbell, the Lincoln artist who did our January 
cover. 


| “When You and 1 Were Young” 


Two managers of Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company exchanges 


are shown here as they were many many years ago. You are privileged to guess, 


will be published in the 


considerably in appearance. He 


now for over ten years. 


Right 


shopman and combination man. 


A 
. Left 
: A fF ©. i a . ‘ 
e This picture was taken around thirty-five years ago 
NS and we'll admit that this ambitious manager has changed 


ice record with the telephone industry, having started 
in 1909. He also has a fine record for service during the 
World War overseas. He has been a troubleman, and 
wire chief at his exchange and has been manager there 


This bright-eyed youngster almost overwhelmed by the 
big tie is one of our more recently appointed managers. 
He too has had a long service record—almost nineteen 
years. Most of his time has been spent in Lincoln as 


if you can, who they might be. Their pictures as they are today and their names 


March issue of the News. 


has had quite a serv 
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One Day 


By Norman Ott, Accounting Department 


t of the tiny cabin and 


IR sed ou : ; ; 
HE man step] ath of the crisp winter 


drew in a long bre 

air. . . - 

His lungs were orateful for the winelike tonic 
of the oxygen: all night he had remained neat 

the bedside of his wife in cates aE 
leaving her only to replenish the fire that roare 


up the chimney. 

A neighbor and 
the scant medical a 
day and age—it was © 
nation—and he had, at | 


father of a child. 


His hunger for 
his first child, was 
looked upon the re 


her daughter had rendered 
id deemed necessary 1n that 
arly in the history of the 
ength, found himself the 


a son, denied in the birth of 
now appeased. He had 
d-faced mite of humanity 


that an unswerving Fate had vouchsafed to pe 
—to him, a poverty-ridden wanderer in . 
sdldernesse-and he had found a stirring thri 
of joy in the sight. : 
It had been very near to dawn when : 
stepped from the cabin, and even as he sa 
silent in the snow the first quivering tentacies 
of light struck the tops of the pines. 
other deep breath and threw back 
re day-break. 
at this 


He drew an Fel 
his head to catch the full glory of the ) 
He was a man of little imagination, but 


moment the conjunction of events stirred him 
more deeply than he would ever be stirred 
again. 

A clear-breaking dawn, after the fierce storm 
of the previous day. His first son’s first day of 
life. It was, in an age of primitive joy and close- 
crowding sorrow, the great moment of the man’s 
sodden, pointless life. 


The mother, lifting her wan face to the new 
day after the suffering of the night, was to know 
her offspring for but a few swift years. 


She would drag out her remaining days in the 
hardship and travail that befell the pioneer wo- 
man, sacrificing her early freshness to the in- 
exorable round of thankless toil. Another splen- 
did woman would come very near to filling her 
place in the heart of the boy; she who gave him 
life becoming no more than a treasured memory. 


“The short and simple annals of the poor,” 
he was later to quote, in describing his early life; 
and we who live today have not the faintest 
conception of the real meaning behind the 
words. 


The man in the snow before the cabin knew 
little of the outside world. He could not read; 
his physical and mental horizons synchronized. 


[9] 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE 


And what a strange and stirring world it was: 
full of hatreds, injustice, long-standing oppres- 
sion. 

The young nation struggled in grim despera- 
tion for its very existence; its future debatable: 
a disastrous war impending. 


Throughout most of the length and breadth 
of the infant commonwealth there lived a race 
in bondage. 


| Across the water the greatest soldier of all 
time sat, in apparent security, upon the gilded 
pinnacle of empire and earthly glory. 

When, in the fullness of his manhood, the 
babe of the morning should be gathered to his 
fathers all this would be changed. There would 
be left behind a nation forever united, a race 
no longer in bondage. 


And, by way of sharper contrast, it may be 
mentioned that the great soldier, his future so 
bright on this winter morning, would be gone 
forever from the haunts of men — long since 
overtaken by his fate and left to perish miser- 
ably upon a barren rock. 


Dead days, rising out of a dead past—how 
they stir our dreams. 


Days fragrant with the blooms and dews and 
breezes of other years. Days pregnant with 
good or evil for humanity, for all the long 
drawn out history of mankind—how we love to 
let them stand awhile in the glory of their own 
sunlight the while we reverently examine them. 

Like shadows blown by the wind they have 
come and gone—yet we cannot let them gO. 
Here and there—once in a handful of centuries 
—they shake themselves out of the long proces- 
sion of dawns and sunsets, searing themselves 
upon the souls of all who come after. 

The day of Golgotha is one of these. 


The Man needed but a few of its brief hours 
of sunlight to complete his destiny—the stagger- 
ing journey up the hill—the pitiful moments 
upon the Cross—yet time will cease before man- 
kind forgets that day. 

A visionary Italian sets foot upon the soil 
of a New World and scholars and laymen 
alike, for centuries, have lived and relived the 
day. 

Lexington and Concord! Veritable magic in 
the names, conjuring day dreams for a century 
and a half. A little band of home-loving. God- 
fearing men become the everlasting idols of a 
nation, setting men’s imaginations free to dream 
of the bright glory of that one short day. 

Waterloo! No word in any language stirs 
more somber thoughts——no day has been more 
minutely examined. Dead to dreams is the man 
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who has not stood beside the pale, imperturbable 
Corsican in that breath-taking hour when an 
empire vanished forever in the smoke of the 
world’s most famous battle. 


History coldly appraises these wonder days, 
dispassionately dividing them into minutes and 
seconds and balancing good against evil. 


But the dreamer cares little for all this. He 
wunders, instead, if they resemble days he has 
known; if the morning breezes that fanned the 
cheeks of the Minute Men, as they hurried to 
their immortal rendezvous, were as temptingly 
odorous as the April breezes of yesterday. 


Was the rain as refreshing, the sun as warm, 
the grass as green, on that distant Sunday of 
Waterloo, as on any June day since you and I 
became conscious of the world about us? 


The man who stood outside the cabin door 
continued, for yet a little while, to watch the 
sun rise upon the new day. He could not visual- 
ize it for what it was; the fact that he lacked 
all the essentials of imagination shall not be held 
against him. Neither your vision nor mine could 
have bettered his. 


For him it was merely another day—a normal 
winter’s day whose sun, in a few brief hours, 
would sink from sight beyond the western hills. 
A day to be remembered for a few years, per- 
haps, by reason of the fact that in its early 
hours his son had been born. Nothing very 
unusual, to be sure—just a bit out of the routine. 

You and I know better, thanks to the pass- 
ing years. We know that it was the greatest 
day in the history of the American nation. Some 
of us go further, declaring that no natal day in 
all recorded history, save only that of Bethle- 
hem, carried such promise of future hope and in- 
spiration for the world’s oppressed. 

The sun’s inexorable march had carried it well 
above the horizon. Suddenly its rays broke over 
the tops of the encircling trees and struck full 
upon the little cabin. The man turned and 
stepped inside. 


It was the morning of February 12, 1809. 
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Planning Telephones In Advance 


Careful planning insures convenient telephone 
locations. Sometimes home-owners overlook the 
desirability of providing for telephone service at 
the time of construction—of planning every 
telephone location in advance. They would do 
so if they knew the advantages to be gained. 
When you hear of a new home to be built, tell 
the owner of the telephone angle. Sell him the 
idea. With thousands of homes being erected, 
there is work for every employee. 
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To Demonstrate Telephone Miracles 


S. P. Grace, Assistant Vice President, Bell Telephone Laboratories 
Company, to Be Guest of Telephone Convention 


INCOLN will act as the host city to the 30th 
Annual Convention of the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association will be held in Lincoln, 

February 13, 14, and 15, 1929. 

The outstanding feature of the year’s conven- 
tion program will be the address and demon- 
strations of “Delayed speech and other recent 
discoveries and inventions in the telephone art” 
on Thursday evening, February 14th, by S. P. 
Grace, Assistant Vice-President of the Bell Tele- 
phone Laboratories, New York City, New York. 

Mr. Grace will give demonstrations and pre- 
sent, with the aid of an array of exhibits and 
equipment, some of the latest inventions and re- 
cent development that have been worked out 
in the Bell Laboratories, which have effected 
extremely great savings and advanced the art 
of communication. 


Something of the magnitude of his demonstra- 
tion may be conveyed by the statement that it 
requires two days to install necessary apparatus. 
In his address Mr. Grace will explain and demon- 
strate the method of obtaining secrecy in radio 
conversations. This is done by a process of in- 
verting and distorting the natural speech fre- 
quencies or tones, so as to make the transmitted 
speech unintelligible to the ordinary radio lis- 
tener. The resulting language produced by this 
method is like an imaginary mixture of French, 
Chinese and Siamese. Mr. Grace will also 
demonstrate in this connection a machine with 
“electrical ears and brain” which understands 
this strange language and retransforms it into its 
original language. 

Mr. Grace will also speak about the other 
products of the Bell Laboratories—telephone re- 
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Sergius P. Grace, assistant vice president of the Bell Telephone Laboratories, demonstrating the machine with 
“electrical ears” and an “electrical brain.” 
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peaters, loading coils, artificial larynx, and deaf 
equipment. He will also give a description of 
television and radio transatlantic telephony. 


The program this year as arranged by George 
M. Kloidy, secretary of the association gives 
promise of one of the best every held. 


Those of our Company who will appear on 
the Convention program are: W. E. Bell, com- 
mercial superintendent and treasurer of the As- 
sociation; M. T. Caster, plant superintendent; 
C. C. Donley, traffic engineer. 
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My Favorite Poem 


Send in your favorite poem for publication 
in this corner 


THE HOUSE BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD 


There are hermit souls that live withdrawn 
In the peace of their self-content: 

There are souls like stars that dwell apart 

In a fellowless firmament. 

There are pioneer souls that blaze their paths 
Where highways never ran, 

But let me live by the side of the road 
And be a friend to man. 


Let me live in a house by the side of the road, 

Where the races of men go by— 

The men who are good and the men who are bad, 
As good and as bad as JI. 

I would not sit in the scorner’s seat, 

Or hurl the cynic’s ban: 

Let me live in a house by the side of the road 

And be a friend to man. 


I see from my house by the side of the road, 

By the side of the highway of life, 

The men who press on with the ardor of hope, 

The men who are faint with the strife, 

But I turn not away from their smiles or their tears, 
Both parts of an infinite plan: 

Let me live in my house by the side of the road 
And be a friend to men. 


I know there are brook-gladdened meadows ahead, 
And mountains of wearisome height; 

[hat the road passes on through the long afternoon 
And stretches away to the night. 

But still rejoice when the travelers rejoice, 

And weep with the strangers that moan, 

Nor live in my house by the side of the road 

Like a man who dwells alone. 


Let me live in my house by the side of the road, 
Where the races of men go by. 
They are good, they are bad, they are weak, they are 
strong, 
Wise, foolish. So am J. 
Then, why should I sit in the scorner’s seat 
‘ . 9 
Or hurl the cynic’s ban? 
Let me live in my house by the side of the road 
“ 1 #41 Bs aoe . 
“ind be a triend to man.—Walter Foss. 


——Submitted by Mrs. Maude Davis, Filley, Nebr. 
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What the Postman 
Brought 


Praise for good telephone service is contained 
in a letter from Charles M. Ross, publisher of 
the Dawson Herald, at Dawson. 

Have thought many times of writing you to tell 
you how much we enjoy the Telephone News. And, 


incidentally, it is one of the finest speciments of print- 
ing that comes to our office. 


I also want to tell you that I think we voice the 
sentiment of the community when we say that the 
telephone service we are now receiving is the best we 
have ever had. Occasionally we commend Mr. Damon 
for the good work he is doing but we feel that it 
might not be amiss to pass the word higher up, as 
George is inclined to be bashful. The operators on 
the board here are both competent and courteous and 
we have always found them more than willing to render 
any service possible, sometimes going beyond company 
requirements to accommodate patrons. 


As I would be one of the first to complain if we 
did not get good service, I feel that it is only fair 
to put in a good word when it is deserved. 


Yours truly, 
Chas. M. Ross. 
Wm. Stoner, manager of the Western Brick 
and Supply Company of Lincoln, has written 
the following as a postscript to a letter directed 
to C. §. Nevins, local manager, Ashland. 


May I add a word of appreciation for the telephone 
service rendered during the season Just past. It has 
been prompt and efficient at all times and your operat- 
ors at Ashland have been efficient, courteous and con- 
siderate at all times. It has been a pleasure to handle 
the telephone calls. 


al. 
ao 


OBITUARY 


ITH the utmost regret we announce this 
death. To the bereaved family we extend 


the deep sympathy of the officers and em ployes 
of the Company: 


Mrs. Alma Meshier the mother of C. G. 
Meshier, local manager at Fairbury, died at her 
home at Lie Lau Farl Apartments, Lincoln, Janu- 
ary 8. Funeral services were held from. the 
funeral home of Castle, Roper and Matthews 
with interment in Wyuka cemetery. A large 
number of telephone people from Beatrice. Fair: 

p] 
bury and Lincoln attended the funeral. 
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There Is No Standing Still! 


LHe RECORD of major accomplishments, which is re- 
viewed at the beginning of this issue of the magazine shows 
clearly that we lengthened our stride of progress in 1928. 


We did a good job—a job in which there is a lot of satis- 
faction for all of us. Some of us learned better than ever be- 
fore how to make a pile of work disappear into completion. 
Some of us thought we couldn’t possibly do the things we did. 


We got the “feel” of accomplishment, a sense of what can 
be done by an organization that is wide awake, virile, aggres- 
sive and out to furnish a service that cannot be surpassed. 


This year carries with it bigger problems than we have yet 
handled, but they should not worry us. 


As we swing into our stride at the beginning of our twenty- 
fifth year of public service, remembering that there can be no 
standing still in our march toward better and better telephone 
service in the territory served by our Company, there can be 
no question of what the result will be in better service to the 


people. 
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Employes Enjoy Christmas Parties 


HEN good fellows get together at a 
Christmas party you can be sure of a 
merry time. In spite of the prevailing 

“flu” epidemic there were many _ telephone 
Christmas festivities over the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company territory, and “a good 
time was reported by all,” to be sure. 

One of the biggest parties was at Hastings ex- 
change where the employes held their annual 
Christmas get-to-gether at Brandes Hall, Friday, 
December 21. The decoration committee more 
than contributed to the pollity with the beauti- 
ful green and red Christmas decoration through- 
out the hall. A large tree in the corner, with its 
lights and decorations glowing, filled the room 
with real Christmas spirit. 

Their program began at eight o'clock with a 
short talk by Mr. L. P. Long, district manager. 
The program was as follows: Piano solo by 
Bernard Dudgeon; several 
quartet selections by John 
Spady, William Conn, 
Chauncy Eggerss, and a 
member of Chick’s Or- 
chestra; dialogue by Mrs. 
Sullivan and her daugh- 
ter, Marcella; piano solo 
by Robert Schouberg, jr., 
and a dramatic recitation 
by George Gay. The 
Holland Mystic, playing 
at the Rivoli Theater, 
gave a_sleight-of-hand 
performance. At ten 
o'clock Mr. Santa Claus, 
really Mr. Ficket, arrived 
and gave all the children candy and oranges. 
After this delightful program all the employes 
joined in the dance, music being furnished by 
Chick’s Orchestra. While the dance was going 
on, the children were entertained with moving 
pictures. To round out an enjoyable evening, a 
lunch was served at eleven-thirty. 

All in all there were about one hundred and 
fifty present. The committees in charge were as 
follows: R. I. Schouberg, hall and equipment; 
J. A. Mason, entertainment; Ruth Sullivan, re- 
freshments; Frieda Hoffman, decorations; Earl 
Eichenour, transportation; James Dudgeon, in- 
vitation; Mrs. 5. Brandt, children’s entertain- 
ment; Stella Lucier, hostess, and John Spady, 
host. 


Lincoln employes had quite a party too. 


About five hundred gathered at the American 
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Legion Hall, December 19th for an entertain- 
ment that began promptly at seven. H. F. 
McCulla as master of ceremonies, was at the 
Public Address System “mike.” At 7:30 J. H. 
Agee, General Manager, extended a cordial wel- 
come to all employes and Thad Cone responded 
on behalf of the employes. Mae Marks and Lil- 
lian Rank accompanied by Mildred Miller, sang 
some mighty clever harmony numbers. They 
were all dressed up in “kid clothes” and made a 
hit with their audience. The folks liked the 
dance that Jennie Buckley and Doris Powell 
“tapped out” for them, too. Betty Pruyn played 
the musical score for them. 

C. W. Motter presented athletic awards to the 
1928 baseball team for their fine record. These 
were pictures of the squad. D. G. Bell presented 
gifts to the employes who had sold the most 
units in the 1928 Revenue Development Cam- 


i 


The Auburn community Christmas tree. 


paign. Door prizes were 
given to Tom Gilmore 
and Miss Nettie Brown 
who held the lucky num- 
numbers. 

Promptly at 8:30 Mr. 
Santa Claus (A. B. 
Smith) arrived duly her- 
alded by Mr. McCulla. 
As Norman Ott remarked 
in his bulletins, “nothing 
but the National Guard 
would have been able to 
stop the rush of candy 
hungry children.” Any- 
way Santa was as success’ 
ful as usual. After a visit 


with Santa the youngsters were entertained with 
motion pictures while the grown ups danced to 
the peppy music of Leo Beck’s orchestra. A 
number of circle and favor dances were intro- 
duced which were popular with the dancers. 
Committees in charge were: Fred Strasser, 
General Chairman and Committee Chairman as 
follows: Irvin Forke, Greeter’s Committee; L. M. 
Campbell, Program Committee: Norman Ott 
and Joe Hartley, Publicity Committee: Dewey 
Nelson, Dance Committee; Carrie Brown, Re 
freshments; Wm. Hassler, House Committee: 
L. B. Doane, Tree and Decoration: Dorothy 
Lefler, Toys and Candy; Vice Chairmen in 
charge were Agnes Scouller, Al O'Dell, A. B. 


Waters, and B. C. Burden. 


J 
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On December 18th the Harvard operators 
had their first Christmas party, at the office. 
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The room was decorated with bells and a 
Christmas tree laden with lovely gifts. The 
evening was spent in playing cards. Jessie Van 
Trump received the booby prize. After that the 
gifts were distributed-and a delicious three 
course luncheon was served. 


%, J %. 
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The York operators held their Christmas party 
at the home of Pauline Haberman on December 
18th. The evening was spent in playing games 
and with music. A bountiful lunch was served 
after which much merriment was had in the ex- 
change of gifts. The girls presented Miss 
Sievers, chief operator, with a beautiful china 
tea set. 


The Syracuse exchange were unable to have 
any kind of a Christmas party because all were 
confined to their homes with the flu but two. 
However, they drew names and exchanged gifts. 
The traffic department at Syracuse were pre- 
sented with several boxes of candy from the 


business firms. 
ok ok Kk 


The operators of Sutton held their annual 
Christmas party at the home of Manager and 
Mrs. Charles Olson, Friday evening, December 
21, 1928. <A beautifully decorated Christmas 
tree increased Christmas spirit. The evening 
was spent in playing Bridge and Five Hundred. 
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At a late hour light refreshments were served 
after which the gifts were exchanged. 

Saturday, December 22, the girls of the Traf- 
fic Department at a lovely Christmas party. The 
early part of the evening was spent in dancing. 
The program started promptly at ten o’clock. A 
chorus consisting of Betty Pruyn, Helen Lieb- 
hart, Helen Nehe, Agnes Nehe and Berna 
Turner, entertained with some Christmas carols. 
This was followed by a dance act by Doris 
Powell and Jennie Buckley. Miss Berna Turner 
sang and an acrobatic act by Leone LaRue was 
well received. As a climax, a clever skit, ““The 
Dickey Bird” was presented by Georgia Finni- 
gan, LaVaughn Kitchen, Helen Moranville and 
Loyola Finnigan. Miss Ina Anderson as “Santa 
Claus” distributed the presents which were ar- 
ranged around a huge tree. 

a a Kk 

Christmas parties were not the order of the 
day at the Humboldt exchange, but they had the 
Christmas spirit, as did a number of their pa- 
trons, who presented them with a box of fruit, 
five fruit-cakes and forty-six pounds of candy. 

a oe 

A Christmas party given by the Auburn op- 
erators was held in the rest room of the tele- 
phone office Thursday evening, December 20th. 
Ten of the operators were present and imbued 


This is the throng that gathered at Brandes Hall, Hastings, December 21 for the Hastings exchange employes. It 
looks like everyone was out for the fun. 
o 
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with Christmas spirit. The rest room was beau- 
tifully decorated with a Christmas tree in one 
corner. A victrola afforded the music and two 
girls were responsible for the entertainment. 


A number of the merchants and business 
houses of the city treated the operators to candy 
and small gifts to show their appreciation of 
service they had received throughout the year. 

At 9:30 refreshments were served and the 
girls departed wishing there might be more than 
one Christmas in each year. 
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The Wahoo operators were very well remem- 
bered by the subscribers at Christmas time. In 
all they received twenty pounds of candy, one 
dozen poinsettias, two boxes of apples and a box 
of stationery for each one. 

a 


Mrs. Sylvia Fifield, chief operator at Deweese, 
received a large dressed turkey for Christmas 
dinner from her son, Ralph at Stapleton. “Yes, 
we roasted the turkey with dressing and made 
gravy; then we all ate together, and enjoyed our 
dinner much better than eating alone.” 

The operators at Deweese, received six and 


one-half pounds of delicious candy at Christ- 
mas time from patrons. 


The Surprise telephone operators received sev- 
eral Christmas gifts from the subscribers. 
Among the gifts were two boxes of candy, a 
potted plant, a dressed chicken, a dozen eggs, 
a pint of cream and many Christmas cards. 

The Plattsmouth exchange had a big party 
planned for Christmas but due to the illness of 
many of the operators the event was called off. 
The Operators received many boxes of candy 
from various subscribers at Christmas time 


which were greatly appreciated and enjoyed to 
the utmost. 


* Fo Bt 
The traffic force of the David City office 
held their annual Christmas party at the home 
of the Assistant Chief, Mrs. Smith with Miss 


Hein the chief operator as hostesses. 


Dinner was served at seven-thirty. The menu 
consisted of fruit cocktail, fried spring chicken, 
creamed potatoes, and gravy, candied sweet po- 
tatoes, corn with noodles, cranberry mold, 
candlestick salad, hot parker house rolls, pickles, 
celery, jello with whipped cream, cake and cof- 
fee (How’s your appetite, reader?) 

The dining room was decorated with red and 
green streamers and bright holly wreaths. ‘The 
feature of the evening was a Christmas tree with 
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about two hundred packages of all shapes and 
sizes. 

Beside the traffic force the guest list included 
Mrs. Ethel Barlean of Rising City the former 
bookkeeper and Miss Thelma Lahla of Lincoln. 

The girls of the traffic department at Hebron 
were generously remembered at Christmas time 
by subscribers. Each received individual gifts 
besides twenty pounds of candy, fruit, and a 
number of Christmas cards. 

x o* Ok 

The Fairbury office enjoyed their annual 
Christmas party Friday evening, December 21st, 
in the operators rest room which was gaily dec- 
orated. The evening was spent playing games 
after which a dainty lunch was served at the 
Palace of Sweets. Although Santa Claus was 
detained at home on account of illness he had 
made his preparations and each one received a 
lovely gift. 

The employes of the Fairbury exchange were 
well remembered at Christmas time by the tele- 
phone subscribers. They received forty-seven 
pounds of candy, a box of apples, box of oranges 
and forty-four candy bars. O, yes the men also 
received a carton of cigarettes. 

Havelock folks were mighty well remembered 
at Christmas time. Candy, popcorn balls, cake, 
mas cards, and some holly, from friends and busi- 
oranges, pie, handkerchief, salted pecans, Christ- 
ness people added to the festivity of the season. 
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Elected To National Office 


At the National Convention of the American 
Program Association in Chicago, January 25 and 
26, R. 5. Brewster, Traffic Superintendent, was 
elected Secretary-Treasurer. 

This organization is an association of com- 
panies furnishing radio programs by means of 
relaying from.a central point over telephone 
wires. It was first formed two years ago and at 
the present time has more than fifty active mem- 
ber companies giving service. The president of 
the association is J. A. Gustafson of the Meri- 
den Telephone Company, Abilene, Kansas. 

of oK * Ba * 
Lincoln Zone Correspondents 


Lillian Rank Local Commercial Office 
Nellie Erickson Accounting Department 


Joe Hartley Engineering Department 
Loyola Finnigan Traffic Department 
Thad Cone Construction Department 


Bert Overcash 


Supply Department 
George Mann 


Service Department 


A. S. Keckler Havelock 
Faye Marsh College View 
S.J. Dennis Lincoln Toll Dept. 


O. L. Sturtevant Lincoln Dist. Office 
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What a Difference Fifty Years Make! 


A Nontechnical Explanation of the Connections and Operation of the 


First Switchboard, By J. O. Perrine, A. T. & T. Co., New York 


the telephone switchboard. ‘Two years 

after Alexander Graham Bell had invented 
the telephone the first commercial switchboard 
was built. In all of its phases telephony has 
made remarkable advances, but none has been 
more significant and important than those of the 
telephone switchboard. 

The telephone was first used in pairs; an in- 
strument in the home permanently connected 
to another instrument in the office; one instru- 
ment in a bank, the other instrument in an- 
other bank, and so on. Each pair constituted in 
itself a small but complete telephone system. 
However, the public mind soon began to take 
the telephone seriously, to realize that it was 
not a toy, but that it was an effective and re- 
liable instrument for voice communication. The 
telephone pioneers grasped the opportunity pre- 
sented and straightway provided means for in- 
terconnectoin. 

The duality of the telephone gave way to a 
plurality. Telephones in pair no longer could 
be sold to the public. Hence, switching arrange- 
ments were provided to interconnect any one 
subscriber to any other subscriber. In addition 
to the problems of electrically transmitting 
speech and the making of telephones, originally 
solved by the skill and work of Bell and Wat- 


son, a new problem had to be faced, that of de- 


yn year 1928 is the golden anniversary of 


veloping, designing, and constructing telephone 
switchboards. 

The original switchboard, shown in the ac- 
companying photograph, was designed and built 
by George W. Coy for the telephone company 
in New Haven, Conn. The telephone exchange 
service was inaugurated on January 28, 1878. 
On this occasion twenty-one subscribers were 
connected to the eight main lines, each of these 
main lines being used as a party line. On 
February 21 the number of subscribers had in- 
creased to fifty, thereby averaging about six to 
each party line. A telephone directory was 
published about this time. 

It is the purpose of this story to show, by 
means of a simplified drawing, the method of 
connecting the subscribers and the subscrib- 
ers’ lines to the switchboard, and also to ex- 
plain in a nontechnical manner how this first 
switchboard was wired and how it operated. 
Finally, it will be pointed out that this early 
switchboard contained the germ from which 
modern telephone switchboards evolved and that 
its method of operation was analogous to pres- 
ent-day procedure. 

Figure I illustrates the manner of connecting 
the various subscribers to the switchboard; it is, 
in other words, the wiring diagram of the tele- 
phone system. It is to be remembered that the 
telephones of that day operated on a ground 
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This is the original telephone switchboard and built by George 7. Coy and inaugurated for the tele- 
phone company in New Haven, Conn., on January 28, 1878. Twenty-one subscribers were connected 
to the eight main lines, each of these main lines being used as a party line. 
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Switchboard 


Diagram illustrating how subscribers and subscribers’ lines were connected to New Haven switch- 
board, 1878. 


return circuit, hence but a single wire was used 
on each subscriber’s line. It is to be further 
noted that the telephone instrument of 1878 
Was, in external appearance, similar to the pres- 
ent-day receiver. 

Fifty years ago this single instrument was 
used as both transmitter and receiver, a sub- 
scriber talking into it part of the time and hold- 
ing it to his ear for listening. It was a magneto 
telephone and required no batteries in the cir- 
cuit. The power of the voice waves themselves 
gave rise to electric currents, in compliance with 
the fundamental principle discovered by Alex- 
ander Graham Bell. 

Of course, this method of connecting more 
than one subscriber cn line No. 1, and likewise 
on line No. 2, etc., meant that if any two sub- 
scribers on the same line chose to speak with 
one another at an appointed time, they could 
readily do so by merely taking down the re- 
ceiver and saying “Hello.” The operator would 


not be involved in these prearranged telephone 
conversations. 


When one of the subscribers wished to make 
a call, he pushed the button at his telephone 
pictured in the accompanying photograph. This 
disconnected the telephone from the line. there- 
by breaking the circuit. This momentary cut- 
ting off of the current permitted the shutter to 
drop at the switchboard, thus notifying the op- 


erator that some subscriber on that line wanted 
to talk. 


Assume that one of the subscribers on line 
No. 1 made a call. As will be readily observed 
from Figure 2, the line No. 1 was permanently 
connected to point 1-S (S==signal), thence to 
the lever 1-S and to the visual signal and buz- 
zer. These were controlled by the central of- 
fice battery and operated when the main circuit 
was broken by pushing the call button. An 
acoustic signal or buzzer was operated by the 
dropping of the visual shutter. These visual 
signals were like those of the present-day build- 
ing elevators which indicate floors at which a 
stop should be made. Both signals were re- 
stored to normal by manual operation. 


Of course, today the removal of the telephone 
receiver from the hook automatically signals 
the operator by lighting a little incandescent 
lamp in front of her, but in the early days the 
subscriber had to push the button, with the re- 
sult as described. If someone on line No. 2 had 
pushed the button disconnecting that line from 
the central office battery, then it is readily seen 
that by way of point 2-S and lever 2-S the 
visual signal No. 2 would be displayed before 
the operator. 


This method of operation of the board, 
whereby the line circuit was closed all the hours 
that service was rendered, was wasteful of bat- 
tery current. 


This article will be continued in the March 
issue. 
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Plant Department 


Construction Department 


H. A. Wach, groundman, employed. 
R. E. Antrobus, groundman, transferred as third class 
lineman. 

W. M. Trautman, groundman, employed. 

M. M. Parish, groundman, employed. 

L. G. Mitchell, groundman, employed. 

Ike Gardner, groundman, employed. 

F. A. Schellenberg, third class lineman, employed. 

J. W. McKenzie, groundman, employed. 

R. H. Kinnison, groundman, employed. 

E. Flowerday, groundman, employed. 

A. Hoffman, groundman, employed. 

L. W. Lipe, groundman, employed. 

J. D. Jameson, groundman, employed. 

C. L. Garrison, groundman, employed. 

W. O. Johnson, groundman, employed. 

A. Graham, groundman, employed. 

C. S. Worth, second class lineman, employed. 

E. W. Brock, second class lineman, employed. 

C. W. Bennett, second class lineman, employed. 

E. S. Adams, groundman, employed. 
Supply Department 

Russell R. Rauch, auto serviceman, employed. 

Conrad Keller, janitor, employed. 

Frederick M. Morris, apprentice shopman, employed. 
Service Department 

O. V. Rose, apprentice combination man, employed. 

Robert A. Waller, second class combination man, em- 

ployed. 

Gerald Caywood, apprentice switchman, employed. 

Y. A. Sanden, apprentice switchman, employed. 

R. O. Adams, apprentice combination man, employed. 

Donald Walker, apprentice switchman, employed. 

R. R. Winders, first class combination man, employed. 
W. Stanley Ralston, apprentice switchman, employed. 
Hastings District 

Walter Meinen, groundman, employed. 
Ike Stansbury, third class lineman, employed. 
George D. Anderson, second class combinaiton man, 
employed. 
York District 
Adle Berggren, groundman, Stromsburg, employed. 
Kenneth Rabb, groundman, Stromsburg, employed. .... 
Lincoln District 
Tom H. Henderson, groundman, Weeping Water, 
transferred to construction department. 
L. A. Wulf, third class tineman, Plattsmouth, trans- 
ferred to construction department. 
Milton Kilborn, third class lineman, Weeping Water, 
transferred to construction department. 
Clark Switzer, third class lineman, Weeping Water, 
transferred to construction department. 
Ray Sperry, third class lineman, Weeping Water, to 
construction department. 
T. H. Henderson, groundman, Weeping Water, trans 
ferred to groundman, construction department. 
Orion Baldwin, second class lineman, Weeping Water, 
transferred to construction department. 

Grover C. Griffith, first class testboardman, T. W. 
Chief's office, employed. 

Alfred Fritz, third class lineman, Nebraska City to con- 
struction department. 

Edward Stauffer, third class lineman, employed. 
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Recent Changes In The Organization 


Traffic Department 


Elanore Funston, employed as student, College View. 

Lorene Murray, employed as relief operator, Dunbar. 

Irmgard Doering, re-employed as ““A” operator, Daven- 
port. 

Amelia Fox, employed as student, Hastings. 

Christine Helzer, employed as student, Hastings. 

Opal Mickish, line operator Hastings to chief operator, 
Superior. 

Gertrude Armstrong, night operator, Louisville, em- 
ployed. 

Florence Prue, line operator to line supervisor, Ne- 

braska City. 

Esther Andrews, relief operator to line operator, Ne- 
braska City. 

Velma Bailey, ““A” operator, Superior, to assistant chief. 

Helen Parker, student to “A” operator, Nebraska City. 

Peggy Woods, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Ruth Rodine, employed as relief operator, Polk. 

Amita Calvin, employed as student, Wahoo. 

Estella Pieper, reemployed as “A” operator, Utica. 

Irma -Buchanan, relief to “A” operator, Tecumseh. 

Goldie Skidmore, student to “A” operator, Fairbury. 

Lucille Lowry, “A” & “L” operator, to night operator, 
Superior. 

Eleanor Funston, student to operator, College View. 

Mildred York, student operator, College View. 

Emma Thompson, night operator to “A” & “L” oper- 

ator, Superior. 


Auditing Department 


W. M. Franklin, employed as accountant, Lincoln. 
Miss Ruth Fort, transferred from traffic department to 
revenue accounting department as bookkeeper. 

Bess Dodson, employed as bookkeeper, Lincoln. 


Commercial Department 


Kathryn Rood, employed as stenographer, local com- 
mercial office, Lincoln. 

Berda Kircher, employed as clerk, district office, Ne 
braska City. 


February Service Records 


Those with less than Five Years’ Service not 


included. 
Peter artnet vceteeeaietnte sens De DeT SOT wectwiciess Lincoln 
Edward §. Fisher .................- aan I, 6) Reena mene Lincoln 
2 tie = Ba C71 ss 0): - eee ener a ey. ener: Lincoln 
Watren Shel .ccss5.c ee DBE ited Lincoln 
Prank IN Git jc cccssoccessceeccicocs: Oe AeA ck, Nebr. City 
Mrs. Rudolph Divin .............. oe toy 2 eae Wahoo 
George Mehuron .................. aR 2 eee York 
POY | POD OTS jc eters erceceteae oF I, ie eee ee ee York 
Henry Wie: co cccscccvicsccceccvecce aa 0) ee DeWitt 
1. W, Dudgeon... DELS Aircsisdeicnnds Hastings 
Michael Scanlon .................... ; Pap 9) Se Pe Lincoln 
Lawrence W. Walentine........ (Pe oy a Lincoln 
Marie Helzer .......................... Pat Ci. Cae Traffic 
Myrna Young ....000000000000.. yg Se 5 Havelock 
Helen K. Bornemeier ........... i I ce a Murdock 
Mayme Hillman 0000000... 2-27-22....Weeping Water 
Sarah Mussman .................... 77h: hp |b eon Western 
Lens Tei soe epee coc, 7 Eaan ot | nee David City 
Mabel Knies ......................... as oy.) oe York 
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LINCOLN. TELEPHONE 


HE telephone circuit 
a is a fragile thing yet 

it extends beneath 
roaring city streets and 
spans mountain ranges. It 
is as elusive as a beam of 
the nation along millions 
of miles by tiny copper threads. 

The lineman is one of a whole army of pub- 
lic servants whose unceasing viligence makes 
possible a great telephcne service. It is mighty 
hard to say just where public service begins and 
ends. Some folks imagine that a lineman’s job 
consists only of stringing talk highways and 
keeping them in repair. But there, they’re 
wrong. Helping out the other fellow whether 
it be rendering service or helping the auto tour- 
ist on his way or doing a hundred other things, 
these are all in the days work. 

Estimate No. 2472 covers the cost of rebuild- 
ing the local distributing plant at Syracuse. The 
service 1s also being changed from magneto to 
common battery. Under the same estimate the 
rural plant is also being repaired and full metal- 
lic service is being installed. This work is being 
handled by Foreman DeWolf and crew. 


*k Kk & 


The work of repairing the rural line at Sur- 
prise has been completed. Some extra cords 
have been added to the switchboard. With the 
completion of these repairs the Surprise Ex- 
change is now in first class condition. 

2 + Kk * hk 

The Equitable Building in New York City 
has enough telephone wire to provide one tele- 
phone circuit for every 139 square feet of of- 
fice space. 
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Plant Progress 
By Thad Cone 


Construction Department Hastings. A new pole 
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Foreman G. Foster and 
crew are busy replacing 
the copper wire on the 
Lincoln- Hastings toll lead 
between Fairmont and 


__ line has already been con- 
structed throughout the section. 


M. Woodward and crew are busy replacing 
cable and making cable extensions that will re- 
place heavy broken wire feeds at Edgar. 


hk sk K 


Foreman McDowell and crew are rebuilding 
the town plant and making substation changes 
to provide for common battery service at Exeter. 


hk ok sk 


Foreman Moss and crew are busy repairing 
the local distributing plant at Yutan. 


k +k ¢ 


We have in Lincoln under the direct super- 
vision of City Foreman Boyles the following 
foremen and crews: John Hobson, George Han- 
son, D. R. Smith, R. C. Boling and Ben Fergu- 
son. These men are forever handling the calls 
for service within the city and surrounding ter- 
ritory. Their work is not always expressed by 
estimates they have completed but they are 
recognized by the service they aid in providing. 


BS k i ok 4 


Secretary of State Frank B. Kellogg inau- 
gurated telephone service between the United 
States and Hungary on November 12, by talk- 
ing from Washington, D. C., with President 
Count Bethlen at Budapest. 


Accident Prevention was the principal subject under discussion at this meeting held at Syracuse under the super- 
vision of £. F. Burke, instructor, 
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Editorial Ring-offs 


have every reason to feel proud of the 

work they perform. They feel that every 
job is something that they may point to with 
pride and feel honored in having a part in it. 
One look at the picture and you will agree. The 
photograph reproduced was taken of the toll 
lead on east “O” street, Lincoln. You may be 
interested in knowing that these poles are 40 
feet in height. 

We borrowed the photograph from our good 
friend, Hart Anderson, advertising manager, 
Page and Hill Company, Minneapolis. By the 
way—the poles in this line were furnished by 
Page and Hill Company. 

x * x 

On the inside back cover you will find a list of 
all the correspondents of the Lincoln Telephone 
News. There are several new names, brought 
about by the transfer of employes in the course 
of progress and promotion 
in our Company. 

The 131 correspondents 


Ts construction forces of our Company 


LINCOLN 


ticle for the news? Do you have a snapshot— 
or do you have a suggestion or criticism? Then 
get in touch with your correspondent! 

ne 

We invite the attention of our readers to L. 
M. Campbell’s article. It is an interview with L. 
G. Yochum, one of Nebraska's Master Farmers. 
Few citizens in the United States realize the 
contribution the Master Farmers have made and 
are making to the future welfare of agriculture. 
Mr. Yochum lives near Ashland and knows the 
value of the telephone on the farm. 

k BA * 

Norman Ott, our genial friend in the Ac- 
counting Department, who contributes to these 
pages is again on deck and in this issue he has 
written a story that is designed primarily as a 
tribute to Abraham Lincoln. The subject is 


One Day.” We recommend a careful reading 
of the article. 


a a 


‘A good time was had by 
all” at the Christmas par- 


in the list are your repre- ‘TELEPHONE NEws ties held by telephone folks 


. : ra £ Y a} ee ra Y wn 
sentatives or your maga Vol. XI No. 2 
zine. Do you have an ar- 


February, 1929 Read about them in this 
number. 
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Another Year of Progress 


Hitting a Few High Spots in the Accomplishments of the 
Past Year and Looking in on Our 1929 Program 


HE twelve months ending with December 
| 51, 1928, have witnessed a steady march 
_ toward a more complete, dependable, and 
satisfactory telephone service to the people in 
the territory served by our Company, declared 
J. H. Agee, General Manager, after looking over 
the annual report. : 


“Every man and every woman in every de- 
partment of our Company and in every part of 
our territory, had a part in doing the job.” 


“And,” he continued, “important as the pres- 
ent demands are for telephone service, they will 
be greater in the future, and our Company must 
and will be prepared to meet them.” 

What was included in our 1928 program? Let 
us look first at our accomplishments in the traf- 
fic department. We climbed a step higher in 
our constant effort to improve the grade of serv- 
ice we render. The speed with which both lo- 
cal and out of town calls were put through was 
substantially increased over the preceding year. 
On calls to out of town points it is possible to 
give the number to the operator and secure the 
number called with out hanging up. The aver- 
age time required for securing connection on 
long distance calls has been reduced from two 
minutes in 1920 to 85 seconds in 1928. 

_ This has been accomplished by better train- 
ing and a study and analysis of the problems of 
Operating. 

The traffic department reports that we 
handled more local calls in 1928 than we did in 
1927, for the daily average was 460.000 as com- 
pared with 440,000 the year before. 

nes addition, 2,130,126 toll calls were com- 
p eted in 1928. This number was an increase of 
204,082 calls as compared with 1927. 
__ Miss Average Operator in 1928 was a lady 
’» years of age and had an education equivalent 
fo a senior in high school, however many of the 
girls employed in the traffic department have a 
university education. 

Information service was further improved 
with substantial convenience for our subscribers. 


New Telephone Offices 
Three new telephone office buildings were 
completed and new central office equipment 
placed in service at Wymore, Syracuse and 
Cedar Bluffs. Additions to several] buildings 
were made during the year. At the close of the 
year 1928 the Company owned seventy ex- 
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change buildings out of a total of 128 buildings 
occupied. 

Plans for 1929 provide that new buildings 
and central office equipment will replace loca- 
tions at Exeter, Dorchester, Gresham, Tecum- 
seh, Seward, and Auburn. Plans are being pre- 
pared at this time for the rearrangement of a 
part of the present general office basement. 


Construction Program 


The construction program included the ex- 
penditures of more than $1,200,000. At the 
close of the year the toll plant consisted of ap- 
proximately 2,300 miles of toll pole mileage. 
There was a total of 160,340 miles of exchange 
and toll wire which was an increase of 8,731 
miles as compared with 1927. Approximately 
123 miles of new toll poles lines were con- 
structed. In addition to plant extensions the 
program included the reconstruction of many 
toll and farm lines. 

The construction program of the Company 
calling for an expenditure of $1,800,000 in 1929, 
is indicated in the provisional estimates for the 
year. 

These expenditures are planned to provide 
adequately in advance for the continued growth 
in the telephone requirements of the public in 
the twenty-two counties in southeastern Ne- 
braska served by the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. The estimates cover the 
necessary gross outlays in 1929 for land, build- 
ings, switchboards, cable and various other 
equipment which make up telephone plant. 

As in the case of larger business institutions, 
the telephone company has for several years pre- 


Last Minute News 


As the Magazine was going to press, 
announcement was made by G. O. 
Seaton, Securities Manager, that the 
total amount of stock sold during Janu- 
ary, known as President’s Appreciation 
Month, totalled more than $640,000.00. 
This amount exceeds the goal by $136,- 
000.00. Because of the nearness of 
press time it is impossible to give fur- 
ther details in this issue. The March 
magazine will tell a more complete 
Story. 
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pared annual budgets 
and estimates for con- 
struction needs both for 
one year and for five 
years, basing these on 
careful forecasts 
throughout its territory. 

The construction pro- 
gram must reflect not 
only the current pros- 
pective growth in tele- 


buildings. 


High Points of Progress 
Made in 1928 


Three new telephone exchange build- 
ings with extensive central office equip- 
ment added and additions to several 


13 commercial service studies made. re 

Gross additions to plant, $1,219,846.00. circuits. 

A net gain of 2,436 stations. 

The Public Address Systems used on 34 
occasions for a total of 91 days. 


adequate long distance 
facilities program is 
scheduled, including the 
installation of terminal 
repeaters which will 
simplify the operating 
practice and construc- 
tion of improved toll 


Sales Activity 


phone needs but the One hundred and forty-six private An important activity 
continuous progress that branch switchboards in use in every line which resulted in a 
is being made in tele- of business throughout the territory. gratifying increase in 


phone science and engi- 
neering and is therefore 
planned with full regard 
to utilizing such new or 
improved devices and 
methods as will contri- 
bute to the efficiency of 
telephone operation and 
transmission. 

In the program for 1929 and for the five year 
period now beginning, conspicious place is given 
to the replacement and continued improvement 
of central office equipment, the erection or en- 
largement of telephone buildings to house this 
part of the general plant, and additions and im- 
provements to long distance facilities. 

Outstanding among the construction projects 

will be an addition of miles of toll lines, 2,746 
miles of which will be copper wire, and the re- 
placement of old copper wires in the Long Dis- 
tance circuits between Lincoln and Hastings 
with larger size new copper wires. Also the 
completion of the reconstruction of lines west 
from Lincoln to Emerald. In this section a 
large cable is being erected which will carry all 
the rural lines in that direction, and remove a 
large number of wires from the poles. Also a 
new pole line is being completed between Lin- 
coln and Seward, with an increased number of 
poles in each mile. All these substitutions will 
provide more security to service—both Long 
Distance and Exchange, especially when the 
weather man releases one of those sleet storms 
which frequently visit us. 

The new poles on west “O” Street, Lincoln, 
are located on the property line or within private 
property instead of the customary location, 
about six feet inside of the road. This change 
will facilitate increasing the width of this 1m- 
portant highway, to accommodate the rapidly in- 
creasing traffic. 

Many new direct lines also will be established. 
To meet the rapid growth in long distance trat- 
fic and further improve this service a thoroughly 


Reduced number of days of disability 
from 2,321 in 1917 to 1,010 in 1928. 

Eight new telephone repeaters installed 
to aid in long distance transmission. 

Additional switchboard equipment was 


business was the inter- 
est manifest by em- 
ployes in the direct sale 
of telephone service. 


placed in 20 central offices. A systematic effort 
There are now 529,000 telephone poles 


in use in the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company territory. 


was exerted throughout 
the year toward selling 
idequate and convenient 
service to both pres- 
ent and new subscribers. The annual rev- 
enue development campaign which was the most 


successful ever conducted both from the stand- 


point of sales and employe participation resulted 
in 2,691 actual sales of main stations, extension 
telephones, hand sets, and all other classes of 
Service. 

Other efforts included the sale of public ad- 
dress system contracts, remote control broadcast 
contracts, and directory advertising. All these 
activities and many others were successfully car- 
ried out, and the enthusiasm displayed by em- 
ployes of all departments, plus the new steps 
that will be initiated, offer much encouragement 
for the success of sales during 1929. 

The net station gain for 1928 was 2,436 tele- 
phones. This was approximately 97 percent of 
the estimated gain as set forth in the provisional 
estimate. 

Public Activities Numerous 

Open House affairs and central office visits 
were held in several of the exchanges. The total 
attendance was approximately 5,000, and the ex- 
pressions gained from those in attendance, indi- 
cate that the public and the Company have a 
closer and a more mutual understanding of tele- 
phone service problems. 

Outstanding in the advertising and publicity 
achievements in 1928 was the fine reaction from 
the public of the various phases of our public 
activities program. It is not always possible to 
apply a measuring stick to advertising and pub: 
licity efforts, but the overall activity may be 
measured to a cetrain extent by the space de- 
voted to advertising in the newspapers. In our 
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own territory approximately 25,000 inches 
of newspaper advertising was purchased. The 
intensive and localized selling influence wielded 
by newspapers was used almost exclusively to 
tell the public of the social and business uses of 
long distance and the convenience of adequate 
telephone equipment in the home. 

During 1928 much new construction work 
was completed — new operating methods 
adopted; advertising and publicity played an im- 
portant part in connection with tell the tele 
phone story. 

Our program of portable window displays and 
motion pictures which was first introduced in 
1927, has been an important factor in telling the 
telephone story to an audience in all parts of our 
territory, numbering well above 10,000. 


First Aid and Accident Prevention 


In reporting the number of accidents there 
were a total of 136 cases in 1928 as compared 
with 82 in 1927. Forty-seven of these cases 
involved more than one day’s disability as com- 
pared with 35 in 1927. However, the total days 
of disability in 1928 was 10,10 while it was twice 
that in 1928—a total of 2,321. 

_ The reduction in the number of days disabil- 
ity resulting from accidents is due to a better un- 
derstanding of First Aid treatment. The splen- 
did work of First Aid Teams composed of em- 
ployes had much to do with the splendid record. 
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Lite Insurance Do’s 
and Don’ts 


ON T let any one tell you that you can get 
life insurance or anything else of value 
for nothing. Anything that is of value 

must be paid for, and the Payroll Deduction 
Plan of buying insurance is the easiest knowri 
method of paying for it. 

a ee 


DO you realiz ethat when you have purchased 
life insurance through the Payroll Deduction 
Plan, and are using the dividends to be paid on 
the insurance policy to shorten its payments or 
have it mature for its face amount as an endow- 
ment at some definite time, that you are creating 
a fund (in addition to the loan value of the 
policy) that can be realized on a moment’s no- 
tice? It is one of the quickest assets an individ- 
ual can have. 


DON'T get the idea that if you are carrying 
a few thousand dollars of life insurance, you are 
protecting your family. You're only protecting 


the doctor and the undertaker and guaranteeing 
that they will be paid. Carry enough insurance 
to produce an income for your wife and family 
after the debts are paid. 


* * * 


DO you think that you should make the fam- 
ily gamble with you that you will live to pay off 
the mortgage? For a small pyament per week, 
you can guarantee that, if you become totally 
disabled, the payments can be kept up; or, should 
you die, the money will be there to pay off the 
mortgage. 

a 


DON'T gt the idea that the size of your pay 
check will dceide whether you and the family 
will be comfortable in your old age. The amount 
of this check that goes into life insurance and 
savings will determine that. 


*f *K oS 

DO you have a definite goal for your later 
years? ‘These years are sur eto some. Be one 
of those responsible people who take no chances 
on any tomorrw, near or remote, nor cause oth- 
ers to take unnecessary risks. 


k % % 


DON'T count on asking the life insurance 
company to accept you for insurance after you 
are in bad health. Employ your present good 
health while you possess it in building up an 
estate. 


oK * % 


Count on the disability clause in your life in- 
surance to take care of you, should your health 
be impaireh. The outstanding thing about total 
and permanent disability and untimely death is 
that they occur when we are not ready for them. 


*K Ba 


DO you realize that life insurance, purchased 
through the Payroll Deduction Plan, is the only 
article sold on installment to which the first de- 
posit gives a clear title from the date you make 
application? 


*K * * 


Don't you feel that you want your children 
to have a reasonable chance in life? At present 
out of every one thousand children suterine 
school, about one hundred thirty-nine finish high 
An educational policy will guarantee that there 
school and only twenty-three complete college 
will be funds enough to permit your child to get 
an education. 
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Adams 
Beatrice 
Clatonia 


Cook 


Crab Orchard 


Daykin 
Dewitt 

Elk Creek 
Fairbury 
Filley 
Jansen 
Pickrell 
Plymouth 
Steinauer 
Steele City » 
Sterling 
Swanton 
Tecumseh 
Tobias 
Wilber 
Western 
Wymore 
Table Rock 


Belvidere 
Bruning 
Carleton 
Clay Center 
Davenport 
Deweesc 
Edgar 
Fairfield 
Gilead 
Glenvil 
Guide Rock 
Hansen 
Harvard 
Hastings 


Hebron 
Juniata 
Ong 
Pauline 
Prosser 
Superior 
Sutton 
Saronville 


Ashland 
Beaver Xing 
Bennet 
Cedar Rapids 
Ceresco 
Colon 
Cordova 
Davey 
Denton 
Dorchester 
Dwight 
Friend 
Garland 
Greenwood 
Ithaca 
Malcolm 


Beatrice District 


Lillian Harper 
Ethel Heckathorne 
Matilda Alpers 
Ida Townsend 
Edith Parker 
Mildred Kleinemeier 
Grace Walker 
Atha Morris 
Dora Schmidt 
Maude Davis 
Lizzie Cressman 
Cora Fisher 
John Ruppel 
Nora Dilworth 
W. O. Bundy 
J. E. Caley 
Jessie Payne 
Effie Smith 
Velda Mead 
Eady Suiter 
Sadie Mussman 
Alma Shearon 
Pearl Freeman 


Hastings District 


Mrs. Ella Rasher 

Mrs. Grace Manuel 
Florence Arbogast 

E. H. Wellman 

Mrs. Helen Harms 
Mrs. Sylvia Fifield 
Mrs. Beal 

M. L. Jones 

Mrs. Frances Erwin 
Mrs. Maude Cornell 
Mrs. Blanch McConkey 
Mrs. Myrtle E. Lyle 
Miss Katherine Hohnstein 
Mildred Johnson and 
Dean Walker 

Miss Regina Bethscheider 
Mrs. Cora Vreeland 
Miss Millicent Fayle 
Miss Olive Richeson 
Mrs. Emma Elliott 
Miss Maxine Berry 
Miss Anna Larson 

Mr. A. G. Israelson 


Lincoln District 


C. S. Nevins 

C. W. Keester 
Alex M. Geist 

Mrs. Nora Walizer 
Mrs. Martha Borin 
Mrs. F. E. Divis 
Mrs. Louis Wirthel 
Miss Ruth Sapp 
Mrs. Tilla Phipps 
Mrs. Anna Simpson 
Mrs. Chas. Kriz 

C. Haberman 

Eva Kapke 

John Schulling 
Mrs. Lessie Rexilius 
Mrs. Laura Wang 


Mead 
Milford 
Murdock 
Panama 
Pleasant Dale 
Raymond 
Seward 
Tamora 
Valparaiso 
Wahoo 
Yutan 


Nebraska 


Auburn. 
Brock: 
Brownville 
Burr 
Dawson 
Douglas 
Dunbar 
Elmwood 
Humboldt 
Johnson 
Julian 
Louisville 
Murray 
Nebraska City 
Nehawka 
Nemaha 
Otoe 

Peru 
Plattsmouth 
Syracuse 
Talmage 
Union 
Weeping Water 


Mrs. Bertha Schneider 
W. H. Spurlock 
Helen Bornemeier 
Mrs. Laura M. Haggard 
Mrs. C. C. Best 

Ed Dulin 

L. B. Mapel 

Mrs. Mayme Carroll 
H. S. Knudson 

Mae Meduna 

Mrs. Olga Ledin 


City District 


Miss. Lettie. Foster 


Miss Faye Lare 

Miss Elizabeth Morrison 
Mrs. E. P. Eikenbary 
Mr. G. E. Damon . 
Mrs. C. L. Bradley 
Miss Eola Haschenburger 
Mrs. Lucy Lyle 

Miss Catherine Gillan 
Miss Grace Dirks 
Miss Maude Moore 
Miss Marjory Turiss 
Mrs. Ella Barker 
Miss Wilma McIntire 
Mrs. Edna Wolfe 
Mrs. Vera Silence 
Mrs. Minnie Hallet 
Miss Hope Adams 
Miss Matilda Olson 
Miss Irene Hobbs 
Mrs. Minnie Carney 
Mrs. Vesta Clark 
Miss Fern Davis 


York District 


Bellwood 
Benedict 


Bradshaw 


Brainard 
Bruno 
David City 
Exeter 
Fairmont 
Garrison 
Geneva 
Grafton 
Gresham 
Lushton 
McCool 
Milligan 
Octavia 
Osceola 
Polk 
Rising City 
Shelby 
Shickley 
Stromsburg 
Surprise 
Thayer 
Utica 
Waco 
York 

York District 


Vern Campbell 
Mrs. E. Ewing 

Mrs. Laura Doyle 
Ica Westley 

Vern Campbell 
Eleanore Gates 
Mrs. Rex Alley 
Ethel Prescott 

Vern Campbell 
Frank Kubat 
Agnes Keenan 
Mrs. Dave Dreier 
Mrs. Ida Ronne 
Dave Culbertson 
Mrs. Frank Mehuron 
Mrs. Edith Hurst 
Eleanor Mills 
Grayce Stevens 
Emma Garhan 
Clyde Yordy 

Mrs. Madge Young 
Miss Emma Swanson 
Mrs. Edith Way 
Mrs. Edna Stine 
Myron French 
Mrs. Gladys Baker 
Gertrude Price 
Ted Ray 


(Lincoln Zone Correspondents on Page 13) 
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T Lincoln one finds all the central activities of a vast 
agricultural commonwealth, a State University, an Agri- 
cultural College, denominational colleges, a beautifully boule- 
varded city nearing a hundred thousand people, new hotels 
of the most approved types, magnificent public schools, and 
a local life at once simple, charming and refined that is typt- 
cal of America at its best. 


Nebraska’s new state capitol building represents the most 
vivid and original conception ever thought out in the field 
of American art. 


Lincoln is an important wholesale market and manufactur- 
ing center between the Missouri River and the Pacific Coast. 


Lincoln ranks first as a retail trade center among 229 cities 
in the United States having a population up to 100,000. 


Lincoln is fast becoming a great hospital center. Three 
new hospitals bring the total up to ten. The new Veteran’s 
Bureau Hospital will be erected in this city. 


Lincoln is the largest educational center between the Mis- 
sissippi River and the Pacific Coast. More than 16,000 stu- 
dents are-enrolled in its universities and colleges for the cur- 
rent school year. 


Lincoln is the recognized center of amateur sports for the 
Missouri Valley. It is the home of the famous University of 
Nebraska football team—the ‘‘Cornhuskers.’’ A stadium seat- 
ing 11,000 furnish excellent accommodations for track and 
field meet crowds. 


Lincoln was the first city in the territory west of the Mis- 
sissippi river to engage in aircraft producton. There are two 
large factories in operation at the present time, whose prod- 
uct is distributed over the entire United States. Colonel 
Charles Lindberg received his first instruction in aviation in 
Lincoln. 


Lincoln is the home of the General Offices of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company which furnishes tele- 
phone service to the people of twenty-two southeastern 

counties of Nebraska. 


at Sat SPE SOS OR NRRL Eo ROP Se a SS : Sat 
z Bt. Ba AP A ee eet ~ See heat ns = ay a ire Se OT 
i a Sa CO I I i OE OR ER 


+ ' ‘ 2 ‘i . d >= > 7 = 
Se ee Oe ee ee é , 
= zi ‘ - “2 be’ oy, a : , - vO : ~ = ~ aes wy — Dementor nemns b+ eens , Se pnapmantsnersere . a a i Se ee 


a 


in) 


The Story Behind The Picture 


OT sO many 
N years ago, 

house were 
built without any 
thought of install- 
ing adequate tele- 
phone facilities. It 
was usually the 
custom to wait un- 
til the house was completed, and then 
have the telephone placed in the dark 
recess underneath the kitchen stairway 
or behind the pantry door. Any place 
where it would be least likely to be no- 
ticed, and curiously enough, where it 
would be the most inconvenient to reach 
from other parts of the house. 


The fact is that the telephone ranked 
about on a par with the coffee grinder 
or the family washboard. Then, too, the 
art of telephone wiring was not very far 
advanced. 

Today what a change from that old 
time custom! 

The progress of the industry is clear- 
ly reflected in the importance that plan- 
ning for telephone facilities holds in the 
American household. The telephone 
company have engineers who advise with 
architects, contractors, and home build- 


ers concerning 
specifications for 
telephone installa- 
tions. These engi- 
neers also make 
surveys of the tele- 
phone _ require- 
ments for the 
home owner-con- 
tractor or builder. This service is part 
of the program of Commercial Engineer- 
ing carried on by the General Commer- 
cial Department. 

The telephone in the modern home has 
ceased to be an event. It is now a regu- 
lar part of the day’s routine. Small won- 
der then that more and more home own- 
ers are learning the convenience and 
value of having enough telephones. 

Our cover picture was taken of a home 
on Sheridan Boulevard and is typical of 
the many attractive homes in our terri- 
tory. Incidentally you will be interested 
in knowing that the telephone man on 
the cover is none other than D. G. Bell, 
manager, Lincoln business office. 

Mr. Bell is going over plans with the 
carpenters, where the outlets for tele- 
phone service and wiring are to be 
placed. 
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Lincoln ‘Telephone News 


A Magazine Issued Monthly at Lincoln, Nebraska by and for the Employes of the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 


—————— A a 


Editorial Ring-offs 


tT has been said we Americans are the world’s 
greatest advertisers. It follows then that 
we are likewise the world’s greatest readers 

of advertisements. 


We invite our readers attention to the out- 
side back cover. With this issue is inaugurated 
a series of articles setting forth some of indus- 
trial, educational, and residential advantages of 
the towns located in the territory served by our 
Company. 

* oo * 

Our cover is a photograph made by the Mc- 
Donald Studios in Lincoln. D. G. Bell, man- 
ager of the Lincoln Business Office directed the 
picture, and did the posing. Harvey Rathbone, 
contractor and builder kindly let us use one of 
the fine homes he is building, for our purpose. 

It is not often that President Woods gives the 
editor a message for publication, but when he 
does it is always something well worth reading. 
We recommend a careful reading of this Mes- 
sage of Appreciation, which appears on page 
two. 

In this issue you will find more miscellaneous 
short items—odds and ends of news, fact and 
comment—than has been the case for some 
time. So many events of importance have 
been taking place right along that the small 
stuff has been crowded out. But it’s coming 
back. 

ae 

‘Every Employe a Sales- 
man,” is the slogan of the 
inauguration of a new psy- 
chology in our business 
Henceforth we are all to be 


sales minded. W. E. Bell, = 


commercial superintendent lage | 
writes an interesting article Use 


This month we are trying out an idea in our 
family magazine suggested to us by one of our 
readers. On the inside back cover is a page of 
amusing telephone incidents. We are also of- 
fering a prize for the best title for this page. 


Syracuse breaks into print this month. Nice 
new building and equipment they have down 
there. 

* o*  & 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 
employes are a versatile lot of folks. Incidentally 
we call your attention to the article on page fif- 
teen of this issue, concerning Williams and Sikes. 


We have a letter from one our readers, re- 
questing three copies of the November, 1928 is- 


sue of the News. We were pleased to be able 
to supply this reader’s need. 


* * x 
All aboard for the big job of selling more tele- 
phone service! 


*k *k * 


Don’t forget to read the organization changes. 
They are a sure indication that promotions are 
being made constantly. Somebody makes the 
grade regularly. 


*K * ok 


Among the pleasant com- 
ments we have had concern- 
ing The News were some to 
the effect that it is well illus- 
trated. 

People do like to look at 
pictures. We like to publish 
them, if they are interesting. 
They don’t have to pertain 
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Congratulations From 
Our President 


I want to thank the employes of our Company on 
the wonderful record made in the sale of the Securities 
Company preferred stock during January, which had 
been designated as “Wood's Month.” 


When the word reached me telling of the final re- 
sults, frankly, I was dazed. It came as a surprise and 
its magnitude overwhelmed me. It always takes hard 
work to get results along any line and I know that 
with more than 6,400 shares sold there was put forth 
an abundance of enthusiasm and tireless effort. 


I cannot put into words just how I appreciate the 
splendid record made by employes throughout the en- 
tire territory. The fine spirit of cooperation and loyalty 
is highly commendable. 


Many times before I have said that I am proud to 
be associated with such an organization and I say it 
again. ‘The progress of the business is your progress: 
such success as has been credited to my administration 
is due to the efforts of a host of loyal employes.” 


Frank H. Woods. 


President. 


————_ * 
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Employes Smash All Records 


Sell More Than 6,400 Shares of Stock During Month of January 
to Show Appreciation of President Wood's Service 


NNOUNCEMENT in the form of a “jumbo” 
letter mailed to every employe of the 
Company told of the demonstration of ap- 

preciation to be given for the efforts of our 
President, F. H. Woods, who has guided the 
affairs of the Company during the past quar- 
ter of a century. 


The sale of the Preferred Stock of the Lin- 
coln Telephone Securities Company under the 
direction of G. O. Seaton, securities manager, 
was the activity decided upon as most fitting. 
It seemed that nearly everyone in our organiza- 
tion caught the spirit of the occasion and it was 
an enthusiastic crowd of folks that joined hands 
in the enterprise. 

The employes went over the quota, 1,360 
shares—a remarkable feat when the quota itself 
was 5,000 shares. The total number of shares 
sold, 6,366 shares, represents $636,000.00. 

The Hastings district was leader in the dis- 
trict race, with Beatrice a close second. York, 
Lincoln, Nebraska City districts and Lincoln 
Zone were close followers. The Accounting 
Department, Lincoln, was the winning depart- 
ment in the General Offices. “We Girls” of 
the Traffic Department trod on the toes of the 
Accounting employes many times and finished 


mighty close to the winners themselves. 

The record in stock sales is such that it ex- 
ceeds anything the company has ever experi- 
enced and one that can be pointed to with pride 
in the years to come. More stock was sold in 
January than during the entire year of 1925, 
more than was sold during the first ten months 
of 1926, and more than was sold during the first 
six months of 1927. 


This is a record that will be hard to beat, and 
one which adequately expresses the feeling of 
the 1,500 employes for the quarter century of 
President Wood's interest and efforts for the 
Company and employes. 

Mr. J. H. Agee, General Manager, says: “I 
regard the sale of our securities to our patrons 
as being a distinct part of our service, and be- 
lieve that every employe who sold a share of 
stock performed a real service for the purchaser 
as well as the Company.” 

“The united effort has bound us together 
more firmly in doing teamwork for the service 
of the public, and has given us a better knowl- 
edge of the financial structure of our Company” 
says Mr. C. P. Russell, our Secretary-Treasurer, 
and that is one of the finest accomplishments 
of the month. 


Results! ! 
Department Standings Individual Leaders 
Renee Bee sede ene oat Babes eae 63,700 W. L. Lemon, Littcoliiccc adits 137 
Traffic RE PD Aas en pore G. R. McDowell, Lincoln ......................2------- 128 
Gee > MR are SO eg 42,400 I. L. Forke, Lincoln.............--- sendiohensnseeepssaaaee 103 
ii Soha licsce haath ecnatachuctsle. vast tases 25,000 Leroy Schlentz, PARC OM ions dochsinart Rage taea 100 
| Engineering ccsc.csscesccessousecoseoceccescesossssseees 21,600 Geo. T. Jones, Hebron... 78 
Supply ..... eae ae ae ts cron aD 16,400 F, Jj. Bettenhausen, ee stalked cloaca taal be 
SPICE codec ecichext betas Bin sented tents 6,500 Agnes Scouller, Lincoln..........-.-.-.-.----+--+ 2 
Renee ise) A. B; Waters, Lincoln. 1... es 72 
Margaret Hall, Lincoln................0.....2.....0--- 67 
‘ ’ din S Alfred O’ Dell, Lincoln ae cena sinisisie ce caeiens cadccaccosssacone 56 
District Stan 8 Minnie Hein, Lincoln.................-..........++++++---- 55 
Piast. ose sessed esti ieee nee $60,400 Geo. Fawell, Lincoln......................00.2..2eeeeee- 55 
BOAR. hig aleycaicestnssehprrernt depos ccense 52,000 Kenneth Lawson, Lincoln............................--+- 55 
POE (erseesecosseseiactacancmccecsmeyaeca een 34,500 Frank Walters, Beatrice........................22.-.---+++ a2 
| DACRE csi cannes eaiedinetnenetescawees 24,000 Norman Ott, Lincoln..............-.....00000..222202---+ 51 
PWebtasita: (Oty s foioe hese eeenceentiencee ..... 20,200 H. C. Felton, Beatrice..............2..0.000............-. 50 
EGCG) ZORS pec soe caeoda ckanpeanasioniaeiens 381,750 Chas. Dickenman, Beatrice............0...00.........--- 49 
Lena Lanfear, Cashier at Hastings, takes the lead in the largest reservation sent in, it be- 
ing for 113 shares. 
) ieee = sialic 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE gq NEWS : MARCH 1929 


Selling the Service 


Our Slogan, “Every Employe a Salesman” Definitely Tied in 
With Spirit of Service of Our Organization 


N March 15th the Lincoln Telephone and 
() Telegraph Company will, without any 
blare of trumpets, 
launch on their big task of making actual the 
slogan, “Every Employe a Salesman.” 
Using a familiar election night expression, re- 
turns from former sales activities already indi- 


By W. E. BELL, Commercial Superintendent 


cate that our candidate, “Telephone Conven- venience. 


ience and Comfort in the Home,” will be elected 


by a huge majority. 


This activity will not be a campaign to sell 
telephones or sell service. It is the inauguration 


and perhaps developing ill feeling against the 
telephone and against our Company because of 
fuss or confusion, the inconvenience they suffer. 

There are several means we can use to give 
our subscribers information and we are utilizing 
practically all of them to tell them how tele- 
phone service can add to home comfort and con- 


Newspaper advertisements and posters have 


been prepared for use throughout the entire ter- 


ritory about our Company service. Posters in 
telephone booths will help to tell the story. A 


of a new psychology in our busness. Hence- booklet which contains floor plans and pictures 


forth, we are all to be salesminded. We are 


of telephone equipment in homes, in addition to 


not to be salesminded for a week, or for a_ other information, has been prepared to give to 


month, but permanently. 


Most of us know the sales policy of our Com- 
pany. That the reason we sell telephone service 
is to give the greatest service value to the pub- 
lic by making the service of the greatest useful- 
ness to the greatest number of people. 


In furtherance of our 
sales policy the Company 
makes financial arrange- 
ment to expand its local 
facilities where necessary 
in all exchanges to pro- 
vide additional facilities 
for toll service. It is also 
preparing to meet the re- 
quirements of subscribers 
for every type of special 
service within the proper 
scope of business. 

Our method of selling 
telephone service works 
along the line of finding 
out what kind of service 
will be most useful to our 
subscribers. 

Few subscribers wil] 
find out about the equip- 
ment for themselves. Un- 
less we tell them about it 
they will continue to get 
along with one telephone 
in the home, up and 
down stairs and back and 
forth through a lot of 
rooms to answer the tele- 
phone, missing some calls 


subscribers. 


LIST OF PRINCIPAL TELEPHONE 
SERVICES AVAILABLE 


EXCHANGE SERVICE 


Main station (Subscriber, semi-public, 

public) 
Private branch exchange 
Intercommunicating system 
Joint user 
Auxiliary 
Extension and p. b. x. stations 
Wiring plans 
Secretarial arrangements 
Miscellaneous equipment, etc. 

TOLL SERVICE 
Message toll services 
Full and short period talking service 
Public news service 
DIRECTORY SERVICE 

Listings (extra, alternate call number, 


and night) 

Directory advertising. 

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICE 

Extension 

Tie and Private lines 

Telephone Typewriter 

Morse Radio broadcasting and speech in- 
put equipment 

Public address system 

Circuits for operating signaling and other 
devices. 


One of the greatest services we as employes 
can render our Company is to report any ideas 
we have for the improvement of servce and 
any service conditions which are not satisfactory. 
When you go into any home, you have an op: 


portunity to help your 
host and your hostess as 
well as your Company 
and yourself by noting 
any ways in which tele- 
phone service there could 
be made more convenient 
and then handing the 
suggestions in on the reg- 
ular prospect form. 

But why go on, when 
after all, you undoubted- 
ly have many better 
“hows” of selling tele 
phone service than we 
can give you? Remember 
the fundamental: Belief 
in the sales idea: belief in 
the institution back of it 
your company; and belief 
above all in yourself as an 
Important part of the 
idea. Put in enthusiasm 
and imagination; and hav- 
ing these, with a knowl- 
edge of the ‘what.” 
“where,” and “how” of 
sales nothing can stop 
you. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE i NEWS : MARCH 1929 


‘Tt does not matter how able a man is, 
how thoroughly he knows his job, or how 
hard he works, he cannot become a first 
class leader unless he rubs people the right 
way. I am well aware that there are 
many men who are now the heads of large 
organizations who do not rub people the 
right way, but I maintain that they detract 
from their achievements by their lack of 

popularity.” 


2 2} ve 
Se 


C. N. Beaver 


We Can’t Go Far In This Business 


If We “Rub People the Wrong Way” 


As told to C. G. Bennett, District Manager by C. N. 
Beaver, one of the directors of our company who 
started in the telephone business more than a quarter 


of a century ago. 


C6 FTER all, what the other fellow thinks 
of us, has something to do with our 
success,” said C. N. Beaver, York, a 

member of the Board of Directors of our Com- 

pany, when he was interviewed by C. G. Ben- 
nett, York District Manager. 

‘It doesn’t matter how able a man is, or how 
thoroughly he knows his job, or how hard he 
works, he cannot become a leader unless he rubs 
people the right way. A man or woman Is suc- 
cessful insofar as he is able to work and co-op- 
erate with the people with whom he comes in 
daily contact. 

“It’s no use to worry about promotion, about 
whether you are going to be a foreman or a sup- 
visor or a Manager next year or five years from 
now. Worry never brought advancement, but 
one’s ability to work with and co-operate with 
those around him, together with hard work, 
does. The more you put into any task the more 


you get out of it.” 

A survey of Mr. Beaver’s twenty-seven years 
association with the telephone industry dating 
from the spring of 1902, when he assisted with 
the organization of the Waco telephone com- 
pany and superintended the construction of the 
lines and installed many of the telephones which 
gave this community telephone service, to his 


try ry 
L 


present position, emphasizes that his ability to 


work with his associates, coupled with his exe- 
cutive ability, will take a man to the top. 


When the York County Telephone Company 
was organized through the consolidation of the 
Waco and Benedict Companies, Mr. Beaver was 
elected Vice President and a Director in the 
York County Company. After ten years of ac- 
tive association in the telephone business, Mr. 
Beaver entered the banking business in 1919 
when he was elected president of the City Na- 
tional Bank of York, which position he. still 
holds. 

Mr. Beaver has extensive land interests be- 
tween York and Waco to which he devotes 
much attention. 

He is keenly interested in raising live stock. 
His son, Samuel J. Beaver, is in charge of his 
father’s farm interests. Mr. Beaver’s daughter, 
Mrs. Sarah W. Bishop, is an instructor in the 
University of New Hampshire at Durham, N. 
Hampshire. Mr. Beaver has five grandchildren. 

Mr. Beaver has been a director of our Com- 
pany for seventeen years. In that time he says 
the industry has grown even beyond the great- 
est expectations of the public, and the future 
growth, he anticipates, because of the growing 
demand for telephone service will be even 
greater. 

Eight of the twelve largest cities in the world 
are now inter-connected by telephone. These 
cities are New York, London, Berlin, Chicago, 
Paris, Philadelphia, Vienna and Detroit. 
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Left, cross section of 1,212-pair, 24-gage cable, made up in circular layers. Right, cross section 
of newly developed 1,818-pair, 26-gage cable, showing multiple units. 


New Type of Cable Contains Over 1800 


NE of the most note- 


i f WV y the diameter of an ordv 
role D y tclepnone Pairs O 1res nary pin and about twice 


developments of re- 
cent years is the 1818-pair 
cable—3636 separate wires, to be exact—now 
coming into regular use. 

The new cable is the result of several impor- 
tant developments, one of which is the use of 
smaller wire. The size of wire in telephone 
cables is usually indicated by numbers accord- 
ing to the “American Wire Gage,” in which a 
larger number indicates smaller wire. Thus No. 
26 wire used in the new 1818-pair cable is small- 
er than No. 24 wire used in the 1212-pair cable; 
which is the previous holder of the title for 
largest number of pairs. The wire gage with 
larger numbers for small- - 
er size is, in this respect, 
like the scale of sizes for 
cotton thread, where for 
example, No. 80 is smaller 
than No. 60. 


Long Distance cables 
usually consist of No. 16 
and No. 19 gage wires. 
Number 19 wire is about 
the same size as an ordi- 
nary pin. In the local tele- 
phone plant the most com- 
mon sizes are 19, 22 and 
24, and the new cable con- 
sists of 26 gage. The num- 
ber 26 wire is about half 


By C. E. DEAN 


The color scheme of the new 1818-pair cable. 
Every unit can be identified by its relation to 
the red-green units. 


the diameter of No. 90 
cotton thread. Over this 
fine wire the voice can travel successfully if the 
dstance is not too great. 


New Arrangement of Wires 


Another important development which made 
the new cable possible is the “multiple unit” ar- 
rangement of the wires inside the cable. With 
the previous arrarigement cable is manufactured 
by spiraling on additional wires in layers until 
the full size is reached. A cross section of a 
cable of this type therefore looks like a cross sec- 
tion of a tree with circular rings such as a tree 

expert observes to tell the 
age of a tree, but the cable 
is of course not nearly so 
large. The multiple un:t 
structure, however, means 
that the cable consists of a 
number of component 
units. The new 1818-pair 
cable consists of 18 groups 
of wires, or units, each 
having 101 pairs. These 
i8 units are twisted to- 
gether to form the cable 
. after which it is completed 
by the covering of lead. 
The multiple unit structure 
in an important advantage 
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in splicing a cable with so many pairs, and also 
in manufacture. 


Accompanying the multiple unit design a new 
color scheme for the paper used in wrapping the 
individual wires was worked out, in order that 
at any point along a cable route each of the 18 
units could be definitely identified, and to obtain 
the flexibility of one end of a length of cable 
splicing properly to either end of another length. 


In cable manufacture each wire is wrapped 
with paper of one color, but in twisting two 
such insulated wires together to form a pair, dif- 
ferent colors are used. Thus wire insulated 
with blue paper, twisted with wire insulated 


with white paper, makes a blue-white pair. In 


splicing large underground cables wires of the 
same color are generally connected together. 


In each of the units in the new cable 100 
pairs are the same color, for example blue-white, 
and one pair is red-blue. This pair is called a 
‘tracer’ and is for special uses of the plant 
forces. The unit receives its name from the 100 
pairs, so that the unit with 100 blue-white 
pairs is called a blue-white unit. There are nine 
such units in the 1818-pair cable, six red-white, 
and three red-green units. One of these red- 
green units is located in each of the three lay- 
ers of units in the cable. In this way it is pos- 
sible to indicate the identity of every unit by 
giving its relation to the red-green unit in the 
same layer. 

Another advantage is obtained by making the 
three red-green units in a line with each other 
from the center to the edge of the cable, and 
arranging the other units 
symmetrically on the two 
sides of this line. This ac- 
complishes the important 
result that units of the 
same color can always be 
joined without interweav- 
ing among each other at 
the splice. Furthermore, 
one end of a length of 
cable can, with this color 
scheme, be spliced to either 
end of another length. 
Otherwise the cable would 
be like garden hose or fire 
hose where one end of one 
length will connect only 
with one end of another 
length. With the color 
scheme used, the desirable 
flexibility of the previous 


Kighteen Units of New Cable 
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A third development which made possible the 
new cable is the use of thinner paper for in- 
sulation. This necessitated the perfection of 
machines which would apply the thinner paper 
without breaking it. The delicacy with which 
these machines operate is such that they suc- 
cessfully handle the paper although it is in the 
form of a strip only one-quarter of an inch 
wide, and thinner than ever used before. The 
machine wraps this paper around the individual 
wire at high speed without breaking the paper. 


Future Site Purchased For 
Telephone Building 


General Manager J. H. Agee of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company has an- 
nounced the purchase of property between 3rd 
and 4th on Seward street, Seward, as the future 
site of the new exchange building of our Com- 
pany. 

Fronting 40 feet on Seward street the lot is 
120 feet deep. A residence is located on the 
site at this time. Construction of the building 
will not be commenced for some time. 


Emphasizing the importance of owning all of 
the exchange buildings in towns where our 
Company operates General Manager Agee 
pointed out these two reasons. First, because of 
providing safe and convenient quarters for its 
employes, and second, that of owning its own 
buildings in the more important telephone cen- 
ters. 

Plans for the new building have not been de- 
veloped. However the re- 
quirements would indicate 
that it will be architectual- 
ly in keeping with the size 
of the project and the 
splendid location secured. 

eo x 
Farm Telephones 

At the beginning of 
1928 approximately 2,600,- 
000 telephones were lo- 
cated on farms in the Unit- 
ed States, an increase of 
about 100,000 in eight 
years, despite the fact that 
in the same period the 
number of farms in the 
country has decreased by 
upwards of 100,000. It is 
estimated that approxti- 
mately 14 per cent of the 


type of cable is obtained The binding of one unit has been removed to telephones in the country 


also with the new type. show its makeup 


of 101 pairs of wires are located on farms. 
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Syracuse 
Cuts Over 


Upper lejt—Front view new building. 


Left—Toll and special switchboard. 
Standing, Sophia Windels, chief oper- 
ator, Irene Hobbs, assistant chief. 


Above—R. R. Helm, local manager, 
seated at test desk. 


Below—Plant boys who assisted in the 


conversion, 
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Mayor Farmer gives signal to “cut” the new Syracuse equipment into service. 


“All Right, Mr. Mayor” 


These Words From R. H. Ojers, District Manager, Nebraska City and 


Mayor John Farmer of Syracuse 


ave the Signal at Which the 


Cut-over to Manual Service Was Successfully Made. 


I Everything Ready?” 


It was R. H. Ojers, district manager of the 
Nebraska City District, speaking to F. E. 
Behm, assistant plant superintendent, R. R. 
Helm, local manager, Syracuse; W. E. McDon- 
ald, in charge of the cut-over; C. C. Donley, traf- 
fic engineer; O. P. Knee, chief installer; and F. 
Darnold, assistant installer, who were gathered 
in front of the wire chief’s test desk for a last 
minute conference following a final check of the 
new equipment in the telephone building, com- 
pleted November first. 


It was a few minutes before nine p. m. Sat- 
urday, January 19, and the cut soon to be made. 
The boys at the terminal rack heard District 
Manager QOjers say, “Get ready.” The seconds 
clicked off as he stepped to the telephone and 
called J. Pugsley, toll wire chief and Paul Hed- 
rick, stationed in the magneto office three blocks 
away, to tell them to cut the old board out of 
service, Which would put into operation the new 
manual type of equipment replacing the old 
magneto operation. 


It was a tense moment for more than fifty 
telephone people and invited guests who were 
to witness the memorable event in the progres- 
sive life of the city. Mayor Farmer prepared 
to give the signal for the cut. 

“All right, Mr. Mayor.” 

These words were quickly spoken by R. H. 
Ojers, and the mayor pulled the switch which 
gave the signal to the boys at the terminal racks 
and the work of the cut-over began. The plac- 
ing of this new equpiment was made in a 
matter of seconds of actual efforts by the plant 
men on duty, and Syracuse’s new telephone 
equipment was placed at the disposal of the pub- 
lic. Immediately calls began coming in to be 
answered by the cheery “Number, please” of a 
well trained corps of operators who were in- 
structed by Anne Seymour, travelling instruct- 
ress, Lincoln. 

It was the culmination of almost a year of ef- 
fort dating back to the time when the business 
men of Syracuse requested our Company to in- 
stall a modern telephone plant in their City. The 
public’s interest in the construction of the new 


be 
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building and the placing of the new equipment 
was always apparent and the afternoon and eve- 
ning prior to the cutover the operators were 
besieged with calls as to when the new service 
would be available. 


The first call to be carried on under the new 
system was made by A. A. Andreeson, president 
of the Business Men’s Association, and ardent 
advocate of the modern equipment. He talked 
by long distance telephone to the office of Gen- 
eral Manager J. H. Agee in Lincoln. When Mr. 
Agee answered, Mr. Andreesen said, “Mr. 
Agee, this is A. A. Andreesen, President of the 
Syracuse Business Men’s Association speaking. 
I have the pleasure of announcing to you that 
the new common battery telephone system for 
Syracuse is now an accomplished fact that this 
call I am now making to you is the first to be 
made. In the name of the Business Men’s Asso- 
ciation I wish to congratulate you and your Tele- 
phone Company for having placed this splendid 
new system in operation. I have no doubt that 
it will mark one of the most important civic im- 
provements, Syracuse has ever known.” 


Mr. Agee replied, after expressing to Mr. 
Andreesen his sincere appreciation for his splen- 
did tribute, “What you have had a part in to- 
night represents one of the very latest develop- 
ments in the telephone art. We feel that our 
investment in the new building and equipment 
in Syracuse is fully justified by the growth and 
€xpansion in the social and business uses of the 
telephone. We shall continue in our efforts to 
provide Syracuse with good telephone service, 
and to see that the telephone plant is always ade- 
quate to provide for the city’s growth.” 


The first local call was made by Mayor John 
Farmer to Mrs. Farmer. Mr. Farmer, after 
greeting his wife, said that he was speaking 
Over the new equipment and that it was now 
serving the people of Syracuse. Other early 
ai oe the ony System were made to W. E. 

“Il, Commercia | | 
in Lincoln, and eee ea 
News Press at Nebraska City. | 
_ While the new office echoed with the admir- 
ing remarks of guests and the proud comments 
of telephone men and women, plant men were 
carefully checking the equipment to watch out 
for possible cases of trouble. 

Following the cutover and Inspection of the 
new building and equipment the guests were 
taken to a nearby cafe where a delightful lunch- 
con was served and a pleasant hour spent in 
friendly conversation between telephone folks 
and those leaders in the civic and business life 
of the city. 

Those present from Syracuse at the cutover 


were the members of the city council, Mayor J. 
Farmer, E. Metzgar, L. W. Fallers, and Sterling 
Swanson. W. H. Hunter, representing the Syra- 
cuse Journal Democrat; R. R. Helm, local man- 
ager and the employes of the Syracuse exchange. 

Among the out-of-town telephone people pres- 
ent were F. E. Behm, assistant plant superintend- 
ent, J. Pugsley, toll wire chief; J. A. McKinzie, 
district manager, Lincoln; R. H. Ojers, district 
manager, Nebraska City; C. C. Donley, traffic 
engineer; C. W. Motter, publicity director; 
George Arnold, Nebraska City Manager; L. N. 
Corrington, Lettie Foster, Edgar Morris, and R. 
L. Dalton of Auburn; Frank Nevitt, A. W. Le- 
tellier, Merle Gardner, Lillian Bader, and Wilma 
McIntire of Nebraska City; Mr. and Mrs. C. L. 
Bradley, Douglas; H. W. Wheeler, construction 
superintendent; A. O. Andrews, Chris Keim, of 
Lincoln traffic department; Paul Schmeltzer, 
general construction foreman, Lincoln; Allan 
Pugsley, O. P. Knee, F. Darnold, Anne Sey- 
mour, travelling instructress, Lincoln; and Tom 
DeWolfe of Lincoln. 

The cutover was a success from every angle 
and those who had even the slightest hand in 
preparing for it and carrying it on at the finish 


are deserving of congratulations. 
x ok *& * x 


The Night Operator 


Listless and slow the night man walks 
As over the wires a nation talks 
And the operator hears. 


Silence plods through long hours, 
Lights low, the denser shadow covers 
Then stretches—Sinister—. 


This shadow in its myriad weaving 
Seems but the pulse of life leaving 
Its trace within the mind. 


New York laughs at getting ‘Frisco out of bed, 
“Al right, London, you're clear, go ahead,” 
A thrill to that! 


But soon, two voices, sadly brief, 
Quiet, hushed by tearless grief, 
Are heard above the rest... .. 


The creeping fingers of the dark 
Clutch ... draw tight around the heart 
As you hear— 

‘Hello—hello, Buddy.” 

“Yes. Dag. 


‘You've heard... the accident...” 
“T’ve heard, Dad.” 
“You know then... your sister...” 


“Yes, Dad, I know.” 
C. Ernest Sikes, 
Service Department, Lincoln. 
From the “Prairie Schooner.” 
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S. P. Grace Thrills Audience 


Unintelligible Gibberish Translated in Understandable 
English by Machine With “Elecrtical Brain” 


over a telephone circuit, how words can 

scrambled and unscrambled, and a ma- 
chine with “electrical ears” and an “electrical 
brain” that translates strange, unintelligible 
language into understandable English, and many 
other electrical developments were shown in Lin- 
coln, February 14th, by Sergius P. Grace, assist- 
vice president of the Bell Telephone Laborator- 
ies, of New York, in a talk and demonstration 
which thrilled the members of the Nebraska 
Telephone Association at their recent conven- 
tion held in Lincoln. 


H’ speech can be held back in its passage 


Nearly 1,000 persons listened with increasing 
interest and enthusiasm as Mr. Grace explained 
many of the recent developments and inventions 
that have been worked out in the Bell Labora- 
tories. 

Digressing from the practical, Mr. Grace 
described the so-called humanitarian by-products 
of the laboratories—the artificial larynx, record- 
ing stethoscope, and other equipments designed 
to benefit mankind. 


To demonstrate that speech can be delayed 
in transmission, Mr. Grace spoke into a tele- 
phone transmitter and it was nearly two seconds 
before his words came out of 
the horn of a giant loud 
speaker installed on the 
stage. 

Such “delay” systems 
have been developed by the 
Laboratories for use with 
long land telephone lines 
and also for transoceanic 
conversations where it is 
necessary to allow certain 
contact closing devices to 
operate prior to the actual 
transmission of the electrical 
speech wave. Such a sys 
tem is in Operation in the 
trans-altantic radio circuit, 
but the speech is delayed 
for only about two-hun- 
dredths of a second. 

Mr. Grace also gave a 
demonstration of “inverted” 
speech, which is ordinary 
speech with the frequencies 
or tones reversed so that 


low frequencies and vice versa. This “inverted” 
speech is unintelligible to a listener and is an in- 
teresting illustration of methods for obtaining 
secrecy 1n radio connections. Using modulators, 
demodulators and filters, Mr. Grace then pro- 
ceeded to demonstrate that this “inverted” 
speech could be reinverted into the original 
English language. 

New languages may be developed with this 
device, Mr. Grace pointed out. As an illustra- 
tion, he spoke the cryptic words: “Crink-a- 
nope,’ which he said were “inverted” words for 
Telephone Company. The “delay” circuit thus 
gave the audience a chance to hear his actual 
words before their automatic translation burst 
forth from the loud speaker horns. Two seconds 
after Mx. Grace had spoken the “inverted” 
words Into the transmitter, there came loud and 
plain from the giant loud speaker: “Telephone 
Company.” The audience made up telephone 
men and women, electrical engineers and hun- 
dred of interested persons of Lincoln, much in- 
terested In electrical developments, was keenly 
appreciative of the unusual features of the eve- 
ning’s talk. 

General Manager, J. H. Agee, of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company presided 
and introdyced Mr. Grace. 


Mr. Grace during his stay in Lincoln was the guest of J. H. Agee, general 
, ; manager. In the picture above Mr. Grace is explaining to Mr. Agee the new 
the high frequencies become Barrier Type Transmitter that is being used in the Western Electric Handsets. 
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Now, Were Selling ! 


HOSE of you who were in the tele- 
| phone business prior to the begin- 
ning of the World War will recall 
that selling the service was a major part of 
the telephone job. A telephone official 
of the Company remarked at that time 
that a good telephone man—or woman— 
was also a good salesman. There are many 
reasons why the average family should 
have some item of service for sale by our 
Company and many employees knew a 
long list of reasons why, and, in an emer- 
gency, could think of a few more. Those 
were the days of door-bell ringing by tele- 
phen salesmen and expensive solicitation. 
The war changed a lot of things. It 
wiped the sale of telephone service com- 
pletely off the slate for a while. The big 
problem during and immediately after the 
War was not to sell telephone service but 
to catch up with the orders on hand. 


Naturally, telephone people in general lost 
S 


interest in promoting sales of service and 
forgot most of the reasons. 

But the war has been over a long time. 
While there may be spots here and there 


in Our own territory, where facilities are 


not always available, our Company is not 


only prepared to furnish telephone service 
on demand but are anxious to do so. Tele- 
phone employees are asked to become 
“sales‘minded,” and to be on the lookout 
for opportunities for introducing tele- 
phone service into homes and offices. 
How many of your neighbors have no 
telephone service at all? To how many of 
them would an extension station prove a 
How many of your 
friends in business are struggling along 
with one telephone when they should 
How many of your 
friends are engaged in some small busi- 


great convenience? 


have two or three? 


ness enterprise that might be helped by 
an advertisement in the telephone di- 
rectory? How many of your friends find 
themselves from time to time in situations 
in which the use of a long distance call 
would be immediately satisfying and help- 
ful. 

These are a tew questions for you to 
think about. In finding the answer and in 
applying the proper remedy you help the 
Company to extend its business and you 
help your friends in the enjoyment of more 
convenient telephone service and perhaps 
more profits. 
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What A Difference Fifty 
Years Make 


(Continued from February Issue) 


The signaling was accomplished as follows: 


When the subscriber on line No. 1 released 
the push button, the flat spring on which the 
button was fastened returned to normal and 
the telephone instrument was again connected 
to the line. With the telephone to the ear, the 
subscriber awaited the response from the op- 
erator. Immediately upon seeing the visual 
signal No. 1, the operator rotated the lever 1-S 
downward, connecting it to the metal. busbar 
which placed his telephone in the circuit, as 
will be readily observed from the drawing. The 
subscriber and the operator could thereupon 
converse. 

Assume that a subscriber on line No. 1 
wished to talk to a subscriber on line No. 2. 
It was now necessary for the operator to ring 
line No. 2. This was accomplished by turning 
the lever 2-C (C~click) vertically upward and 


26——____— 


J 
xt 
Battery 


ie Vibrator 


Ground, 


Metal Bus Bar 


Calling Buzzer 


DECEMBER 1928 


connecting line No. 2 with the calling buzzer. 
By giving the vibrator a snap, a succession of 
electric impulses were sent out along the No. 2 
line, and from the receivers of that circuit a 
series of clicks emerged. 


If the household were not noisy and if con- 
versation were not too animated, the clicking 
was heard. In effect, the clicking was ringing 
the subscriber. At this stage of telephone de- 
velopment bells were not yet used, so instead of 
ringing the subscriber, it is more accurate to say 
“clicking” the subscriber. By turning the lever 
2-S down on the metal busbar, the operator 
communicated with all the subscribers that an- 
swered on line No. 2 and notified the one de- 
sired as the called party. It is not unlikely that 
the others continued to listen to get the news 
of the day. 

Of course, with the levers 1-S and 2-S con- 
nected to the metal busbar, the two subscribers 
could talk, but being connected to the busbar, 
their conversation would be mixed up with fu- 
ture negotiations by the operator with other 
subscribers. Hence, the operator turned the 
levers 1-S and 2-S upward, placed them in off 
position, then turned 2-C downward and gave 


Lever 


=~Battery 


Schematic wiring diagram of New Haven switchboard. 
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1878. Telephony has made great strides; but with- 


out @ satisfactory interconnecting arrangement the telephone would have been a toy. In 1880 this 
board, with its boy operators, was in use in New York City. 


his attention to the talking levers, namely, the 
rotary levers in the top of Figure 2. The left 
talking lever T (T==talking) was rotated and 
connected to disc No. 1, in turn connected to 
line No. 1; the right talking lever would be 
rotated to disc No. 2, in turn connected to line 
Uo. 2. Since these two talking levers were per- 
manently connected together by a wire between 
their pivots, the talking circuit between line No. 
1 and line No. 2 was established and conversa- 
tion could take place. 

It is to be pointed out again that the tele- 
phone instrument of 1878 operated as a mag- 
neto telephone; that is, the electric current used 
for carcying the voice was generated in the in- 
strument itself by the impact of the sound waves 
upon the diaphragm. Batteries were needed for 
signaling, as above described, but when connec- 
tion was established between two subscribers, 
no battery was required for talking. 

In Figure 2 it will be observed that the No. 1 
discs were permanently connected together as 
were the No. 2 discs, the No. 3 discs, etc. In 
Figure 2 the connection of only two of the 
circles of eight metal discs is shown. However, 
the No. 1 discs of all four circles were perma- 
nently connected together, as were the No. 2 
discs in the four circles, etc. Only the incom- 
ing signal levers and outgoing clicking levers of 
lines No. 1 and No. 2 are shown. These of the 
other lines were connected and operated in ex- 
actly similar fashion. It can be readily seen that 
with the other lines permanently connected to 
the appropriate discs, any one of the eight lines 
could be connected to any one of the other eight 
through the medium of one pair of the rotating 


{ 


levers, which, as stated before, were permanent- 
ly connected together at their pivots. Through 
the other pair of rotating levers a connection 
between any two of the eight lines could also 
be effected. 

It is interesting to observe that these two 
rotary levers correspond to the front and back 
“plugs” on a modern switchboard. When the 
operator gets a signal for a call and picks up 
the front “plug” and places it in the appro- 
priate “jack,” she is doing exactly the same 
thing as when one turned the rotary lever to 
the appropriate disc. Similarly, when she takes 
the back “plug” and places it in the called sub- 
scriber’s “pack,” she is accomplishing the same 
purpose as when the second rotary lever was 
turned to the proper disc. 

As has already been stated, the drawing 
illustrates only the two left circles of discs of 
the four depicted in the photographs. The 
third and fourth set of discs with their rotary 
levers electrically connected constitute a second 
pair of front and back “plugs.” In other words, 
this switchboard of fifty years ago had but two 
cord circuits. It could put up only two connec- 
tions, which meant that only two conversations 
were possible. If, while these two conversa’ 
tions were taking place between two pairs of 
subscribers, a fifth subscriber asked for a call, 
the amusing answer used to be, “I am sorry; 
the switchboard is busy.” 

The operator ascertained when the subscrib: 
ers finished talking by connecting either switch 
1-S or 2-S to the metal strip. If there were 
silence, he said: “Are you through? Are you 
through?” Continued silence meant that the 
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conversation was finished, whereupon the op- 
erator rotated the two T levers to neutral posi- 
tion and connected levers 1-S and 2-S to their 
metal discs. This connected the central office 
battery to lines No. 1 and No. 2 in position for 
calls perhaps for other subscribers on the same 
lines. 


As was mentioned in the beginning, this 
small and simply connected switchboard em- 
bodied the fundamental principle of the switch- 
board as used in the large boards of today. Hav- 
ing all the No. 1 discs connected together and 
they, in turn, connected to line No. 1, and like- 
wise they and line No. 1, in turn connected to 
signaling lever 1-S, and likewise they, line No. 
1 and signaling lever 1-S connected, in turn, 
to clicking lever 1-C, is the multiple system of 
connection, as the telephone technician puts it. 
The same is true of line No. 2, line No. 3, etc. 


The phrase “multiple connection” means ex- 
actly what it says, namely, that connection to a 
particular line can be made at more than one 
place in the circuit. In the large modern multi- 
ple switchboards it is possible for three or more 
operators, known as “A” operators, to connect 
to the calling subscriber’s line when the tiny 
electric Jamp associated with that line lights up. 
In multiple with this connection is a number of 
further connections, in multiple, for use when 
the subscriber’s line is being called. These lat- 
ter multiple connections are distributed before 
several operators, known as “B” operators, any 
one of whom can connect to the called line in 
question by using the connector, that is** jack,’ 
nearest her. 


To build a modern switchboard, with its 
many moving contacts, myriad of soldered con- 
nections, and miles of wire is a great task. That 
it may give satisfactory and reliable service de- 
mands unremitting attention to every detail. 
Development during fifty years has brought 
many advances, and through these advances 
quick, reliable telephone service is daily ren- 
dered at these crossroads of conversation. 


Champions Again! 


As the News goes to Press word comes to us 
that our Basketball team at Lincoln under the 
managership of George Mann has won its third 
championship in the Y. M. C. A. industrial 
league, and the year’s trophy. They have also 
won forty-three consecutive games. A complete 
story and the picture of the team will be printed 
in the April News. Watch for it! 


We’re A Versatile Lot 
Of Folks! 


F anybody has any 

doubts that Lincoln 

Telephone and Tele- 
graph folks are an ac- 
complished and versatile 
bunch, the dbouts will be 
certainly dispelled with 
the information that we 
have a remarkable sleight 
of hand performer in our 
organization at Fairheld— 
none other than L. W. 
Williams, wire chief Fair- 
field. 

At a meeting of the Fairfield Community 
Club on February 12, he entertained about 
seventy guests, the members and their wives, 
with his magical performance. Following the 
meeting Mr. Williams received many compli- 
ments on his unusual presentation. M. L. Jones, 
local manager was chairman of the entertainment 
committee. 


L. W. Williams 


NOTHER member of 
our telephone fam- 
ily of whom we 

may be justly proud is C. 
E. Sikes, Apprentice 
Switchman, Lincoln. He 
is the author of an article, 
“The Way Out” which 
appeared in a recent is 
sue of the “Prairie 
Schooner,” Nebraska’s lit- 
crary magazine. The 
Prairie Schooner has been 
rated as one of the high- 
est magazines in the literary field today. The 
story deals with a fellow employed in the switch- 
room of a telephone company, and the effect 
of the constant strain upon his nerves—closing 
with the thought that service goes on no mat- 
ter what occurs. 


Comments on the excellence of the story and 
the manner in which it has been written are 
numerous. 

Mr. Sikes attends University part time, in the 
Arts and Science College. He was transferred 
to our Company from the Western Electric 
Company in November, 1927, and during the 
summer returns to Omaha to resume employ- 
ment with this Company. 

Mr. Sikes is to be congratulated upon his suc- 
cessful entrance into the literary world. 


C. E. Sikes 
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New Buildings In Progress 


Auburn Building Progressinge—Exeter, Gresham, and 
Dorchester to Have Common Battery Service 


the Skelly Oil Company, announcement 

is made of the plans to completely re- 
model the one story structure at Auburn which 
has been in use for some time as a garage and 
warehouse. Work is already under way. An 
expenditure of approximately $7,000 by our 
Company is estimated. 


The building is a one story structure of brick 
and has a frontage of fifty feet and extends 
back seventy-five feet. To provide adequate 
room for the office quarters and to house the 
new equipment—switchboard room, terminal 
room, and manager's office—the new quarters 
will extend back thirty-one feet. Plans also call 
for a complete rearrangement of the rear of the 
present building to provide for garage space. 
The building will be reroofed. The building 
will be modern in every respect and the arrange- 
ment is in keeping with structures of this size. 


Brick trimmed stucco has been chosen for the 
outside wall construction. The entrance to the 
building will be made from the street through 
a large vestibule and spacious lobby. Immedi- 
ately off the vestibule and also accessible from 
the lobby wlil be a large built-in telephone 
booth. It will be of such size that it may also 
be used as a room for salesmen who wish to use 
the long distance telephone for selling. 


Directly back of the lobby will be located the 
managers office and commercial quarters. To 
the right of the lobby is the switchboard room 
and equipment room. One of the outstanding 
features of the new quarters will be the large 
cable vault located in the equipment room. 

The walls will be finished in a harmonizing 
color. The floors in the lobby, 
vestibule and toilet rooms will 
be of tile while the operators 
room will be covered with 


heavy linoleum cemented to the 
floor. 


Equipped with modern con- 
veniences the operators rest 
room will afford an excellent 
place where the girls may hold 
their get-together parties as 
well as enjoy their spare mo- 
ments. A hot water heating 
plant is located in the rear of 
the building. 


Bites of the sale of its former building to 


completed 
the cost of 
tral office 


connection 


As the News goes to 
press it is announced that 
an estimate has just been 


change to the new loca- 
tion. Approixmately $24,- 
000 will be spent. 


H. H. Wheeler, chief engineer, states that the 
building will be ready for occupancy by the first 
of May, and the work of installing with the new 
common battery system will be started. A new 
seven position feature switchboard and central 
office equipment with facilities to meet the fu- 
ture demands within the exchange area will be 
placed. 


Exeter 


Exeter's new telephone building was com- 
pleted November 1, 1928 except for the coating 


of stucco which will be made in the spring. At 


present the main frame and terminal rack are 
being installed. The exchange now has mag- 
neto service and the central office equipment 
will be brought up to date by the installation of 
a new two position common battery switch- 
board. 

Gresham 


Gresham’s new telephone home was com- 
pleted December 1, 1928, except for the stucco 
coating. Upon entering the building the cream 
colored walls and woodwork finished in brown 
birch create a cheery and inviting atmosphere. 
A new two position common battery switch- 
board and central office equipment will be in- 
stalled replacing the present magneto equipment. 


Dorchester 


The final work is progressing rapidly on the 
new telephone quarters in Dorchester. Gray 
stucco with a red brick trim and tile will give 
an attractive finish to the outside walls. To the 
right of the lobby is located the commercial of- 
fice, while to the left are provided suitable and 
adequate quarters for the installation of the new 
two position common battery 
switchboard replacing the pres- 
ent magneto equipment. One 
of the features of the new 
building is the attractive rest 
room for the operators. 

The building is located in the 
business section of the city. 


which covers 
the new cen- 
equipment at 


Auburn and the neces- ri 
sary outside plant work in 


Memo on boss’ desk in large 
city: “Man named Smith called 
you up while you were out. 
Says to call him.” 


with the 
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Editors 
You Should Know 
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Albert W. Koepff, our Daykin Herald editor, with his 
Ford ready to travel to the Plymouth print shop. 


telephone plays an important part, is the 

Daykin Herald, issued at Daykin, Ne- 
braska, but printed in the plant of the Ply- 
mouth News, 17 miles eastward, via dirt and 
mud roads. 

Daykin is a small town of 206 inhabitants, lo- 
cated 19 miles northwest of Fairbury. Although 
there are only 60 families in town, the paper cir- 
culates over a wide farming territory to almost 
400 subscribers, which speaks mighty well for 
the publication. 

The editor, Albert W. Koepft, spends three 
or four days a week in Daykin, gathering news 
and ads, boosting community projects and writ- 
ing copy. Then, as he says, “I get out the old 
Ford and plow my way through to Plymouth 
where I set the type, write the heads, make up 
ads and forms, trying to squeeze the news into 
the sheet. My brother, Lewis J. Koepft, gives 
me a lift on the press work. Late news is taken 
over the long distance telephone.” 


C)* semi-traveling newspaper, in which the 


“Then on Friday morning I fold the papers, 
make up the mail, and bring them over by Ford 
to Daykin to catch the 11:10 a. m. train and 
rural routes.” 

Mr. Koepff studied journalism at the Univer- 
sity of Kansas and took courses in New York 
University. He has worked on the following 
papers: Beatrice Nebraska Daily Sun; Univer- 
sity Daily Kansan, Lawrence, Kansas; Hebron 
Nebraska RegisterChampion; Long Branch, 
New Jersey, Daily Record; Fair Haven, New 
Jersey, Chat; The Daily Princetonian, students 
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paper of Princeton University; Great Neck 
(Long Island, N. Y.) Tribune, and during serv- 
ice in Signal Corps during the war, issued oc- 
casonal typewriter editions of “Snap it Up,” 
a peppery periodical pertaining to the band 
boys. 

Mr. Koepft has been affectionately nick- 
named, “The Edison of the Daykin Headache.” 
Its origin is due to the unpronounceable name 
with which the editor is blessed. So the people 
took the short cut of calling him, ‘“*The Editor.” 
Old good old gentleman, however, had a habit 
cf saying “Edison” in place of “Editor.” 

“Yes, the Edison is here,” he would say when 
answering the telephone. The last part of the 
nickname came from the slogan, referring to 
the small five-column size, all home print, of 
the Daykin Herald: “Not so big that it gives 
you a headache.” 

The Herald is an unusually interesting sheet, 
filled with many human interest items, and 
“snappy news. Mr. Koepff is to be congratu- 
lated on his publication. 


al. ale als te 
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Telephone Men Act As Firemen 


On January 4th, Merrill Green, combination 
man, Lincoln, went into a local store on 11th 
street to cash a check. The proprietor remarked 
that his telephones were not working. 

Being a real telephone 
man, Merrill started to lo- 
cate the trouble but could 
find nothing the matter. As 
he was working someone 
came in from next door. As 
Merrill found nothing on 
the line he wondered what 
happened to the block wir- 
Ing, 

He then climbed to the 
roof to look at the biock 
wire and found the roof on 
fire, this fire having burned 
off nine pairs of block wires. Using some wet 
sacks he proceeded to put out the fire in an or- 
derly manner with but very small damage. 


J ' ' 
* kok 


On January 25 at about nine a. m. Fred Hall, 
combination man, service department, Lincoln, 
went to 608 South 20th to remove the telephone. 
After removing the instrument, Fred went out 
to the pole to disconnect the drop. At this time 
Fred saw the roof of a house on fire. He notified 
the party and they called the fire department. 
In using the fire extinguisher that is on all com: 
pany owned cars, the fire was put out before 
the fire department arrived. 


Merrill Green 
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| Recent Changes In The Organization 


Plant Department 


Construction Department 


Paul Moore, groundman, employed. 

Ivan Haith, groundman, employed. 

Joe Gologram, groundman, employed. 

H. E. Cole, groundman, employed. 

H. D. Ash, groundman, employed. 

W. L. Buffington, 3rd class lineman, employcd. 

M. N. Waller, Ist class lineman, employed. 

E. Brim, 2nd class lineman, employed. 

H. Sutton, 3rd class lineman, employed. 

C. H. Steinacher, groundman, employed. 

Tom H. Henderson, groundman, construction depart- 
ment transferred as groundman, Weeping Water. 

M. F. Cook, 2nd class truck driver, employed. 

G. W. Hayes, 3rd class lineman, employed. 


Service Department 


Herbert E. Simpson, apprentice combination man, em- 
ployed. 

Herbert Jenkins, 1st class switchboardman, service, 
transferred as switchboard installer, supply dept. 


Supply Department 


Howard W. Stroup, apprentice shopman, employed. 

Harold L. Kipp, apprentice shopman, employed. 

Arthur Chandler, warehouseman, employed. 

Frank R. Sugden, auto serviceman, employed. 

Lloyd Jesse Camp, messenger boy, employed. 

Arthur J. Haberlam, nite watchman, employed. 

Francis Backstrom, messenger boy, transferred as file 
clerk, supply department. 


Lincoln District 


Richard Quass, groundman, Ashland, employed. 

Floyd Stearns, groundman, Raymond, employed. 

Roy Clayton, 2nd class lineman. Seward, transferred as 
2nd class lineman, construction department. 

Ed Campbell, 1st class lineman, Seward, transferred as 
Ist class lineman, construction department. 

J. Pugsley,.T. W. C.. Lincoln, transferred as chief ine 
staller, supply department. 

Chas. F. Peachman, transmission tester, Lincoln, trans: 
ferred as acting toll wire chief, Lincoln. 


Nebraska City District 


Geo. Haith, 3rd class lineman, Auburn, employed. 

Claude Helm, groundman, Syracuse, transferred to 
clerk, Nebraska City. 

York District 

Ben McFadden, 3rd class lineman, David City, em- 
ployed. 

Wm. McFadden, 1st class lineman, David City, em- 
ployed. 

Ee ge Baker, Ist class lineman, York, transferred as Ist 
class lineman, construction department. 


Accounting Department 


Kenneth Boshart, plant clerk, accounting department, 
employed. 

Robert Ross, addressograph clerk, accounting depart- 
ment, employed. 

Lucille Stoll, bookkeeper, accounting department, Lin- 
coln. 


Traffic Department 


Doris Hastings, employed as student, Fairbury. 

Hattie Crom, employed as student, Beatrice. 

Grace Ellis, employed as student, Beatrice. 

Naomi Cross, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Velma Rockwell, employed as student, Nebraska City. 

Erma Johnson, employed as student, Beatrice. 

Ruth Carlson, employed as student, Hastings. 

Helen Claussen, employed as student, Hastings. 

Fern Davis, “A™ operator to acting chief operator, 
Weeping Water. 

Nellie Ash, “A” operator to assistant chief operator, 
Weeping Water. 

Helen Walter, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Hazel Woodsworth, relief operator to “A” & “L” op- 
erator, David City. 

Grace Brooks, employed as student, Auburn. 

Mildred York, student to “A” operator, College View. 

Bertha Oglesby, relief operator to night operator, York. 

Opal Blaser, toll student to line operator, Lincoln. 

Jennie Buckley, toll student to line operator, Lincoln. 

Ruth Dickson, toll student to line operator, Lincoln. 

Doris Powell, toll student to line operator, Lincoln. 

Lula Rumery, student to information and rural opera’ 
tor, Lincoln. 

Peggy Woods, student to information and rural oper’ 
ator, Lincoln. 

Leona Bass, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Edna Campbell, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Bessie Whilton, employed as student, Nebraska City. 

Ruth McDonald, relief operator to “A’ operator, He 
bron. 

Rose Janda, employed as student, Plattsmouth. 

Erma Zwick, toll operator to “A” & “L” operator, 


Hastings. 

Marjorie Cox, information operator to toll student, 
Lincoln. 

Maxine Everett, information operator to toll student, 
Lincoln. 


Carolyn Harm, information operator to toll student, 
Lincoln. 

Hazel Winders, information operator to toll student, 
Lincoln. 

Leona Bass, student to rural and information operator, 
‘Lincoln. 

Naomi Cross, student to rural and information oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Helen Walters, student to rural and information op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

Edna Ragon, employed as student, Tecumsch. 

Gladys Johnson, employed as night operator, Wymore. 

Hattie Crom, student to “A” operator, Beatrice. 

Grace Ellis, student to “A” operator, Beatrice. 

Erma Johnson, student to “A” operator, Beatrice. 

Frances Johnson, employed as student, Beatrice. 

Hazel Warren, employed as student, Beatrice. 
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Commercial Department 


Stella Lucier, Hastings, transferred from line operator 


to clerk. | 
Viola Ridgley. Hebron, clerk, employed. 
Maxine Berry, cashier, Superior, employed. 
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OBITUARY 


ITH the utmost regret we announce these 

deaths. To the bereaved families we extend 

the deep sympathy of the officers and emploves 
of the Company: 


J. D. Swanson, father of Mrs. E. H. Well- 
man, of Clay Center passed away January 22nd. 
Mrs. Wellman was absent from her work be- 
cause of his sickness and death. We extend 
sympathy. 

2 K * Kk a 

Mrs. Amanda French, 74, former resident of 
the vicinity of Bradshaw and the mother of Mr. 
Myron French, our local manager at Utica, 
passed away at her home in Des Moines, Ia., 
Wednesday evening January 30th. Interment 
was made at the Lincoln Creek Cemetery Brad- 
shaw, Nebr., February 3rd, and was attended 
by several of the employees in the York Dis- 
trict, as well as the immediate family and 


mo Kk ok Bd *k 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 
employes extend their sympathy to Harry 
White, local service department testboard man, 
who lost his brother January 31, 1929. 


BS 7 ok ok ok 


Joins Pioneers 


Carrie M. Brown, of the Lincoln Traffic De- 
partment, was elected January 16, as a member 
of the Casper E. Yost Chapter of the Telephone 
Pioneers of America in recognition of her 23 


(7 a a Ee 

As They Are Today 

On page 8 of the February issue of 
News we pictured two of our managers 
as they were some thirty or more years 
ago. Here they are as they look today. 
Did you guess correctly? 

The manager on the left is Chris 
Haberman who is manager at Friend 
now. 

The manager on the right is Carl 
Keester, at Beaver Crossing. He was 
the little fellow wearing the enormous 
tie in the last picture, 

If you have some of your baby pic- 
tures, managers, let's have them and 
let the others guess. Watch this space! 

March Service Records 
Those with less than Five Years’ Service not 
included. 
Name Date Town 

Marguerite Holbrook .......... ae 20 4 8 een re Lincoln 

DEO: INGCISEM vesecnscvceromsessaedinne BF etaccadaacadt. Lincoln 

Frank H. Woods................---- Bo TA cca yepucinesines Lincoln 

Fred Bettenhausen ..............-. Be V2 Oa nciacsmeteies Lincoln 

Vie EGY LEVINE scaseisisauceedesimaes ae Ch eee ne Lincoln 

Lula. A, Rloepperccccct Be Se Deniivismanctien Lincoln 

Dorothy: Letlee. .2222..55.iv. ous: Se Ve en. Lincoln 

Greorde P. Barney i.cccncnts, BPO Gi es Lincoln 

Pi, Ne MR oes eee WO BOP dO aaetainieeee LAO 

Lovell Saunders ..................-. 3-27-18. eee Lincoln 

Henry G. Peachman............-. iat 1) | sae Lincoln 

| Ee cals <<) (3: ee ee a Iai SP Se ee Lincoln 

FL Dy IRMUCBON, exec testers FF LBD a edaces Valparaiso 

Wiuison C; Dian: cnccccccecnes 3- 8-10......Nebraska City 

George Helen Tartsch.......... cy es Plattsmouth 

fae 0 e200 cae ee 3-16-10.... Weeping Water 

Chas. Dickenman .................. ae Co ae oneeee ee Beatrice 

J. W. Halverstadt.................. 3-28-19... Tecumseh 

Alma Shearon ........:0.00..s00--+- BLO 22s oh vcncsionnces Wymore friends, 

Fran Ais LG PSO i ics cseceniccaesoence os Ey See Hastings 

Deis Re WU UNS iste cae zat (yee Harvard 

Claude M. Bull.cno cn 3-11-24... David City 

Jorn 1M. Ho bsotiicisciccisecinevens ce. 2 Eee Lincoln 

Frank. Py IMehurtotiniecch2css 3-20-20 Lincoln 

Elsie Anerson ccvccecccssscsacasens Fe LOE pecs cqesstacsas Lincoln 

Bea Painter sa ai caeascteceasdnaaie BL PA hence tse Havelock 

Rose Fankhauser ................-- Kc 9 at ee Humboldt 

Marguerite Lockhart ............ 5 ee Syracuse 

irs. CSS Bes cic kiaicad Be LPT cence Pleasant Dale 

Amelia Aden .........2.......--+---- BF Te OG acta Wahoo 

irs, Fthel Crone: .cc2 sects: Cn CS eer Beatrice 

Celeste Maude Davis............ aa 2 (ky Re Filley 

Addie May Brewer..............-- Bl G20 Viactcee tes Wymore 

PUTS. SPOR 23. cnns Sose nets Bet FE hasta cetecasts Brainard 


3 ON wo son he. eartrdApS : gL. = _ Ean nape rd a ae 
years or Service in the telephone industry. 
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AVE you ever been 
H asked the question, 

“What is telephone 
spirit’ and have you tried to 
define it? 

I had occasion the other 
day to ask an employee to 
state his idea of the spirit. 
The young man_ promptly 
said, “There isn’t any such thing,” but in the course 
of the conversation that followed he admitted that the 
thing which is called telephone spirit is probably the 
recognition on the part of the telephone employees 
that the Telephone Company does many things for 
the comfort and the happiness of the employees that 
are not done by other organizations. To him it seems 
the telephone spirit is a sort of gratitude on the em- 
ployee’s part for the benefit received. 


This is a rather practical way to look at it. Those 
who are more sentimental and who have spent years 
in the business look upon it as something more subtle, 
more sacred, and more intangible, perhaps somewhat 
in the way we look upon religion, patriotism, and fam- 
ily ties. At any rate it is doubtful that there exists in 
any industry 1,500 employees who feel more closely 
connected than the 1,500 men and women of the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

You may say what has this to do with Plant Prog- 
ress. Just this and nothing more; that it was the same 
spirit that gave the combined forces of the Construc- 
tion Department employees of the several districts the 
strength to go from daylight to dark on February 6 
and knock ice from the wires so that the serv- 
ice might go on without being interrupted by a dis- 
astrous sleet storm. So we are extending thanks and 
appreciation to Foremen Walentine, Hodge, Moss, Mc- 
Dowell, Foster, Farnham, Woodward and their men, 
the local managers and helpers, the Toll Wire Chief, 
Charles Peachman, City Foreman Boyles and his crews 


M. Scandalen, lineman on G. Fosters construction gang; R. EB. Birger, driver on H. Studier’s construction gang, 


Plant Progress 
By Thad Cone 


Construction Department 
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who made it possible to do 
the seemingly impossible of 
keeping the service going. 
Last but least, the credit for 
this suggestion which saved 
the company thousands of 
dollars to Chris Haberman of 
Friend, Nebraska. 

Work has just been completed on an estimate which 
covered the cost of Toll Circuit Rearrangement and ad- 
ditions between Nebraska City-Dunbar-Talmage. The 
direct circuit to Talmage, prior to this rearrangement 
had an overload of 10 percent. To relieve this section 
they removed the Dunbar bridge from the Nebraska 
City-Dunbar-Talmage circuit, replaced the Nebraska 
City-Dunbar section of this circuit with copper and 
used the phantom obtained from this on the present 
Nebraska City-Talmage copper circuit for a direct cir- 
cuit between Nebraska City and Dunbar. This work 
was handled by Foreman DeWolf and his crew. 


* * * 


The copper wire between Lincoln and Hastings is 
in poor condition and has an excessive number of 
splices resulting from sleet storm damage. ‘The wire 
in the section between Lincoln and Pleasant Dale and 
Fairmont and Harvard is now being replaced under 
Estimates No. 2430 and No. 2533 respectively. This 
work is being handled by the Lincoln crews on the 
Pleasant Dale end of the job and by Farnham and 
Foster and crews on the Fairmont-Harvard end. 


7 
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Foreman Hodge and Woodward are to work on Esti- 
mate No. 2573 which covers the cost of replacing 
No. 104 copper wire with No. 128 copper between 
Lincoln and Hastings and make circuit rearrange- 
ments between these and immediate exchanges. 


Hastings; H. Studier. construction foreman, Hastings. 
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News From The Exchanges 


ITTLE Jo, son of Local Manager 
Geist of Bennett, has been 
quite ill with pneumonia dur- 

ing the first part of January. At 
this time we are glad to say that he 
is well on the road to recovery. 


ate 
- 


Sterling exchange during the 
month of January had a long dis- 
tance call to and one from New 
York City, and also one’ from 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. These 
calls were very clear and plain. 


at 
*% OO 


Miss Elsie Lassen, ““A’’ operator 
at College View, who resigned Jan- 
uary 21, 1929, to become Mrs. 
Robert Beener was much surprised 
when the College View operators 


had a get together party in the rest . 


room which turned out to be a 
shower on Miss Lassen. She took 
active part in the mock wedding as 
the bride. The bride wore an im- 
ported veil (the attic curtain) car- 
ried an old withered bouquet of 
roses covered with half an inch of 
dust. The groom had a blue denim 
suit of overalls. The preacher 
was on crutches, with spectacles on 
the end of his nose, and in this 
costume read the lines that hitched 
the seemingly frightened pair. Fol- 
lowing the mock ceremony the 
bride and groom were showered 
with confetti and the bride pre- 
sented with a lovely Pyrex Casserole 
from the girls. The restroom was 
prettily decorated in pink and 
white. Games were the diversion 
of the evening. A reading, “Cook- 
ing a Husband,” was also given. 


R. E. Fulton, an employe of the 
supply department for the past 
eight and a half years, has resigned 
his position to enter business for 
himself. The many friends Mr. 
Fulton has made during his con- 
nection with the company, will be 
glad to hear that he is opening a 
genuine “Sandwich Shop” about 
March Ist, in the Ideal Garage 
building just across from the Gen- 
eral offices. Previous to his em- 
ployment with this company, Mr. 
Fulton had several years experience 
as a pastry man and cook, which 
experience he plans to capitalize in 
featuring real home made _ pies, 
sandwiches and soups. Much suc- 
cess is wished “Ralph” in his new 
venture. 


Miss Hazel Hagenbuck, Opal 
Worrall and Mae Meduna went to 
Omaha January 24th to see the 
Passion Play.” 


ate 
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Mrs. L. G. (Pep) Saunders, 
former Lincoln P. B. X. operator, 
was badly burned about the head 
and hands February 6th, while pre- 
paring the evening meal. The gas 
exploded while she was working 
over the stove. A doctor attended 
her burns and she is improving. 


Howard Jones, 2nd class lineman, 
was transferred to the plant depart- 
ment at Clay Center, as combina- 
tion man. 


Miss Ruth Rodine is the new re- 
lref operator at the Polk exchange. 


Miss Bee Seymour, former relief 
operator was forced to resign duc 
to her mother’s illness. 


ate 
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The chief operator of Central 
City accompanied by one of the 
Central City toll operators made the 
Polk telephone’ office a_ pleasant 
visit Saturday afternoon, Febru- 
ary 2nd. 


Mr. Wm. Rosenthal, shopman at 
the warehouse recently “‘stood” the 
cigars. On January 30th, Mr. and 
Mrs. Rosenthal became the proud 
owners of a seven pound girl, 
“Lavona Mae.” 


ate ate ate 
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Miss Ruth Cloyd, operator at 
Hebron, resigned February lst to 
attend business college at Chilli- 
cother, Missouri. 


ate 
oS 


A meeting on accident preven- 
tion under the supervision of E. F. 
Burke, First Aid instructor, was 
held at Hebron, January 23rd. First 
aid and health will be the topic for 
discussion at the February meeting. 


Miss Teresa Casari, bookkeeper 
in the Revenue Accounting Sec- 
tion, was transferred to the disburse- 
ment Section on February 18th as 
comptometer operator. “Teresa” 
has been attending night school, 
and has now received her diploma 
as a full-fledged comptometer op- 
erator. 


erat 
we tee 


recently married, and left the organiation, March 1, 
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Miss Erma Zwick of Seward 
was pleasantly surprised on Febru- 
ary 7th when the girls of the traf- 
fic and commercial departments had 
a Valentine party and handkerchief 
shower in her honor. The rest 
room was decorated in red and 
white, valentine colors, and the en- 
tertainment committee had  pre- 
pared a valentine box and many 
peppy games. At the close of the 
evening the east committee served 
a delicious lunch and the guests 
departed wishing Miss Zwick a 
happy and successful future. 

*s Bo 

Ruby Childers, operator at Fair- 
bury, was off duty from January 
16th to 31st on account of illness. 


The Polk telephone office report 
a long distance call to 
Ogden, Utah, February 
9th. The party placing 
the call said she could 
hear perfectly. 

Mr. Reno J. Weis and 
Miss Lois Haney of 
Geneva, ventured out on 
the sea of matrimony last 
Saturday, February 9th. 
We have always known 
Mr. Weis as a little bash- 
ful when it comes to the 
weaker sex: however, as 
the old saying goes, you 
never can tell by the looks 
of a frog just how far he 
will jump. The bride and 
groom will make their 
home in York where Mr. 
Weis is at present located. 
Well, another good man 
gone wrong, but heres 
looking at you Reno! 


H. G. Peachman, Lin- 
coln, toll test board, spent 
the latter part of Janu 
ary and the first part of 
February attending a 
course in telegraph print- 
ers and telegraph duplex 
equipment conducted by 
the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company in Omaha. This 
school and course is maintained to 
give testboardmen a more compre: 
hensive knowldege of telegraph 
printers and telegraph duplex equip- 
ment. 

x ok * 

Tuesday, January 15th, Mrs. 
Shreve, Lincoln evening chief op- 
erator, entertained at an informal 
gathering at her home. A delicious 
lunch was served and a good time 
was enjoyed. Those present were, 
Miss Carrie Unland, Elma Corbin, 
Ina Anderson, Loyola Finnigan, 


Gladys Trumble, and Ruth Deffner. 


Esther Schottler, P. B. X. operator at the 
Gregson Packing Company, Nebraska City. 
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Miss Ina Anderson, evening lo- 
cal supervisor, Lincoln, was off duty 
because of illness, January 27th to 
February lst. 


An eight pound boy, Maurice 
Dean. was born to Mr. and Mrs. 


Jack Mason on December 7th. Mr. 


Mason is a testman at Hastings. 


R. G. Nehe, who was transferred 
to the disability payroll on account 
of an accident on December 14th, 
returned to regular duty in the re- 
pair shop doing light work. Mr. 
Nehe is regularly employed as third 
class combination man, Lincoln. 


Frank E/isenbarth, third class 
lineman, toll wire chief's depart- 
ment, Lincoln, who was transferred 
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to the disability payroll on Novem- 
ber 29th, returned to the regular 
payroll February 12th, and is now 
working at the repair shop. 


Miss Maude McLennan, §assist- 
ant chief operator at Friend has re- 
sumed her duties after a_ three 
weeks absence on account of illness. 


Misses Grace Ellis, Hattie Crom, 
Erma Johnson, Frances Johnson and 
Hazel Warren have been hired as 
student operators at Beatrice. 

* F * 


Miss Elsie Steffan, local operator, 
is not able to be on duty on ac 
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count of injuries received in a fall. 
We hope that she will be able to 
be back soon. Miss Steffan is em- 
ployed at Beatrice. 

Mr. W. H. Caman’s 18 cylinder 
Auburn stalled one mile south of 
Lincoln, Tuesday evening, Febru- 
ary 12th and incidentally he was 
one hour and a half late for band 
practice. A trusty Ford had to pull 
him in. Mr. Caman is Beatrice 
district manager. 


Waldo J. McDowell was trans- 
ferred January 16th from the serv- 
ice department in Lincoln to Beat- 
rice as clerk in the district managers 
office. 


Everett Darnold, floor man at 
the warehouse garage, has 
been promoted to me- 
chanic in the garage-shop. 
Frank Sudgen has been 


employed as floor man. 


Mr. M. M. Hale of the 
General Office at Lncoln, 
spent three or four days 
with us this month in the 
York Commercial office. 
Mr. Hale is securing data 
on commercial practice 
and we sincerely hope 
that he left us a happier 
and wiser man. 

Mr. Griffith has re- 
sumed duty on the Lin- 
coln toll testboard after 
a leave of absence. 


Effective January 28th, 
Mr. C. F. Peachman was 
appointed to the position 
of acting toll wire chief, 
Lincoln, to succeed Mr. J. 
Pugsley. Mr. Pugsley has 
been appointed to the po- 
sition of Supervisor ol 
Switchboard _ installation 
and cut overs. R. A. Carl- 
son has been promoted to 
the position of | chiet 
transmission tester, made vacant by 
C. F. Peachman. Mr. Roderick An- 
drews being transferred from the 
Lincoln Service Department to as: 
sist Mr. Carlson. 


Miss Wilma Wilkerson, Lincoln 
toll operator, started to University, 
February 4th. Miss Wilkerson will 
continue to work part time while 
uttending school. 


The installation of the subsets at 
Hansen out of the SAX equipment 
being installed there has been 
started. The following men are in- 
stalling: James Dudgeon in charge, 
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Frank Larson, E. A. Ernst, O. L. 
Davis, and Harry Sutton. 


Miss Helen Persell, toll instruct- 
ress, Lincoln, spent the first week 
of February in the Omaha office. 


L. M. Campbell, Directory Sup- 
ervisor, and Merle Hale of the Lin- 
coln office were visitors at the Hast- 
ings exchange recently. 

Kk fe % 

Mrs. Myrtle Smith of the Lin- 
coln General Office, had the mis- 
fortune to slip on the ice and break 
her ankle February 12th. The lat- 
est word is that her foot will 
be in a cast for a number of 
weeks, but that her spirits 
are high and that helps a lot. 

The saddest thing about it, 
Myrtle remarked, is that it 
had to happen before instead 
of after the big Telephone 
Convention. Our sincere 
wishes for a speedy return, 
are extended to Mrs. Smith. 


Jack Nordheim is the 
proud driver of a new Ford 


Coupe, the trouble car at ar 


Hastings. 


Miss Opal Blaser is at 
home in Panama, attending 
her grand mother who is ill. 

kok ok 

Miss Dorothy Koehler, toll 
operator, Lincoln, resigned 
February 15th. Miss Koeh- 
ler will return to her home in 
Osceola. 


A new telephone booth, 
light fixtures and office 
equipment have_ recently 
been installed at Beatrice, 
creating a very decided improve- 
ment in appearance and working 
conditions. 

Mike Haggard, husband of our 
chief operator cashier at Panama 
is winning quite a reputation for 
the fine rabbits he is breeding. If 
anyone wants to know anything 
about rabbits or wants some tame 
ones, he is certainly the man to see. 


Clarence Harper who until re- 
cently was employed in connection 
with the rebuilding of Bennett farm 
plant is now back at the harness 
making trade with his brother Jim 
here at Bennett. 


R. J. Rogers, local manager of 
York, is soliciting the rural lines 
at Fairmont for increased rates and 
offering metallic service in ex- 
change for the present grounded 
system as an inducement. Good 


Edyt 


luck to you Roy, and while we 
know you will meet with some op- 
position, we also know that with 
your “‘sticktoitivness’ opposition 
means nothing to you. 


Ted Ray, York district corre- 
spondent says, “We have the York 
district, organized a club of Ice 
Knockers, and anyone wishing to 
join may apply to the secretary of 
the club at York, providing § of 
course he is eligible. Our slogan 
is “It’s Better To Knock the Ice Off 
Today Than Come Back Tomorrow 
to Put Up the Wires.” Laying all 


field near Bakersfield, California. 


jokes aside, we firmly believe that 
a lot of good work was done dur- 
ing the recent sleet storm by the 
simple method of hitting the wires 
a light blow with a short club and 
thus knocking the ice from them. 
At least it was a new wrinkle in the 
telephone game for most of us and 
one to be remembered for a long 
while.” 


Mr. Arthur Cullen, toll testboard 
man, Lincoln, resigned February 
lst to accept a similar position with 
the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company at Kansas City. 


Bert Huddleston, General Store- 
keeper at the warehouse, Lincoln, 
and Mrs. Huddleston, spent a few 
days in Kansas City the last of Jan- 
uary, where they visited with rela- 
tives. It was Mr. Huddleston’s 
pleasure while in Kansas City to in- 
spect the Stromberg Carlson factory. 
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he McGrath, service observer, in a cotton- 
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And of course, the fine theatres of 
this Missouri City were not all 
passed by. 
a 

A First Aid meeting was held at 
Hastings, February lst. About 50 
employes of the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company and the 
Central Power Co. were present. 
The evening was spent practicing 
prone pressure method. Mr. E. F. 
Burke, First Aid Instructor at Lin- 


coln, gave a short talk on first aid. 
* ok ok 


“Buddy” Rogers and Eddie 
Fickett, cable splicers, Lincoln, are 
in Hastings working on Esti- 


mate No. 2389. 


* * 


L. P. Young, District 
Manager of the Hastings Dis- 
trict, was in Lincoln a few 
days, attending the Nebraska 
Telephone Association Con- 
vention. 

Charles J. Crew, manager 
it Polk, was called to the 
oedside of his grandmother, 
who is very ill at Weeping 
Water, Sunday, February 3rd. 

% * * 


Mr. John Farmer, mayor 
Syracuse, was the first patron 
to pay his rental bill after 
the cutover. The Syracuse 
exchange has been honored 
the cutover. It keeps some- 
one busy during the day 
showing them through the 
building. 


x Ok 


Miss Pearl Evans, toll op- 
erator at Seward, was a vic- 
tim of tonsilitis and was 
obliged to report off duty 


several days but at present we are 
glad to say she is getting along very 
nicely. 


* * * 


Dorothy Brown, assistant chief 


operator at the Fairbury exchange 
returned to her duties after an ab- 
sence of two months, on account of 
illness. 


% ok o& 


The Friend commercial and plant 


office are being refurnished with 
new flat top desks and new steel 
cabinets for supplies. Also a new 
locker for the operating room. 


George Heikes, janitor at Beat- 


rice, Who was seriously injured in 
un auto accident, is reported recov- 
ering. 


Walter Stewart, wire chief at 


Beatrice, is back on duty after hav- 
ing a tussle with the “flu.” 
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Mrs. A. C. Norris, formerly Miss 
Margaret Edgerton, operator at 
College View, was a pleasant visi- 
tor at this office February 21, 1929. 


The Wahoo operators received a 
box of oranges from the Wahoo 
firemen, January 2\st. These 
oranges were very much = appreci- 
ated. 


Miss Opal Worrall, operator, re- 
signed her position February lst to 
take up training at the Lincoln 
General Hospital. We will miss 
her but wish her much success in 
her new work. 


sie 
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Four birthdays in the traffic de- 
partment at Seward in the month 
of January. The Misses Esther 
Elmshauser, Jessie Landon, Nellie 
Gumbel, and Martha Merz and each 
one enjoyed a happy birthday, re- 
ceiving many beautiful and useful 
gifts as the girls exchange gifts on 
birthdays instead of Christmas. 


ale 
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Harland Gillispie, Beatrice test- 
board man, is attending the Printer 
School at Lincoln under the direc- 
tion of H. G. Peachman for a 
period of a week or ten days. 


Miss Wilma McIntire, cashier at 
Nebraska City, spent the week end 
at Syracuse with Irene Hobbs of 
the traffic department. 


le 4, + 
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Mr. Claude Helm, of the Syra- 
cuse exchange has been transferred 
to the clerkship to the district man- 


ager, R. H. Ojers of Nebraska City. 


fe 


A new toll class started in the 
Lincoln office Monday, February 
4th, with Miss Helen Persell as in- 
structress. The new toll students 
are Hazel Winders, Marjorie Cox, 
Caroline Horn, and Maxine Everett. 


Walter Stewart, chief switchboard 
man at Beatrice hurt his hand while 
cranking his ““Chevie” last week but 
luckily it did not prove to be seri- 
OUS., 


W. H. Caman, Charles Dicken- 
man, W. C. Stewart and W. J. Mc 
Dowell represented Beatrice at the 
telephone convention in February. 
All reported the trip very worth 
while from both a business and 
pleasure standpoint. Mr. Caman 
would have greatly appreciated the 
artificial larynx which Mr. Grace 


q NEWS 


demonstrated, as he lost his voice 
somewhere in Lincoln during the 
convention. 


Mrs. Rose Riggs, Lincoln book- 
keeper in the Accounting Depart- 
ment, spent February 14th, 15th 
and 16th visiting her brother at 
Roca, Nebraska. 


We have at York the County 
Right on farmers service and is al- 
lowed only to the husband of the 
family or the person in whose name 
the phone is listed. A few days ago 
an old Irish biddy came in the of- 
fice and attempted to use this 
county right from the booth. The 


Miss Ina Anderson, evening local 
supervisor, Lincoln traffic depart- 
ment. 


operator endeavored to explain to 
her that she could not and finally 
told her she would connect her 
with the Chief Operator. By this 
time the old lady was very angry 
and said she would come up to see 
just why she could not talk and 
suiting action to words came dash- 
ing up the stairs to the operating 
room running into the door casing 
enroute and knocking her hat down 
over eyes as well as her hair. In 
fact she was quite a formidable 
looking person when she burst into 
the operating room. Miss Seivers 
our Chief Operator started to ex- 
plain the matter to her but was 
promptly cut off and did not get 
a chance to put a word in edge 
ways. Mr. Rogers the manager fin- 
ally came to the rescue and got 
across the idea that not she but her 
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husband could use the County Right 
and she promptly flashed back in 
her Irish brogue that she did not 
have one of those things attached 
to her. 


J J *, 
ste ate x 
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Clemont Botorff, shopman at the 
warehouse, and Miss Maxine Hutch- 
inson of University Place, Lincoln, 
were quietly married at Auburn, Ne- 
braska on February 9th. Congrat- 
ulations and the best wishes of 
everyone go to this young couple, 
who are to make their “home” in 
Lincoln. 


de “ “be 


Howard Stroup, Harold Kipp, 
and Billie Morris, are new shop- 
men recently employed at the ware- 
house. Arthur Chandler has been 
employed, temporarily to assist in 
the storeroom. 


sis st * 


Mr. Jay Pugsley, Supervisor of 
Switchboard installation, has been 
serving as a juror in the District 
court for a term of three weeks. 


ale 
ois 


A very enjoyable acquaintance 
was made with Mr. W. J. Burton, 
toll wire chief, Omaha, and Mr. 
Hall, Northwestern Bell Commer- 
cial Department, Omaha, by the 
toll wire chief's force at Lincoln 
upon the occasion of the installa- 
tion of the printer telegraph service 


at the Nebraska Buick, Lincoln. 


Frank Mehuron, former manager 
at Milligan, and Morris Grant of 
the construction department, are 
now working temporarily at the 
general shop at the warehouse. Both 
of these men are recovering from 
recent accident injuries. 


of ok * 


The general shop at the ware- 
house has recently completed a 
three position switchboard for Ed- 
gar. Work on installing this board 
was started late in February. 


ok * 


New main frame equipment for 
Gresham and Exeter has been built 
at the general shop at the ware- 
house. The Exeter equipment was 
shipped early in February and the 
Gresham equipment the last of 
February. 


* ok 


Miss Ruth Dixon, traffic de- 
partment, was called home sudden- 
ly February 7th due to the serious 
iIness of her sister, Miss Fern Dixon 
of Panama. 


— 
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“Our Smile Page” 


He Must Be Scotch! 
Beatrice Subscriber: How much is 
the station-to-statian rate to Filley? 
Information Operator: Ten Cents. 
Sub: Is it any cheaper after 
8:30? 


A service department operator in 
Lincoln, while taking a complaint 
told the subscriber to “Call up the 
receiver and hang again please!” 
es Es ss 

A new operator in Lincoln, when 
first assigned to a position, sat down 
and looked about her quite per: 
plexed. Finally she said to the girl 
next to her, “Say, how do you turn 
this board on?” 


A new monophone installed in a 
business place at Wilber, was placed 
on a cigar counter. A man came 
in and bought a cigar and picked 
up the monophone to light his 
cigar! We'll bet that was a joke! 


A True Story From Tamora 

(Subscriber places his first long 
distance call): “Please give me 
Omaha.” 

The Long Distance operator rings 
in in the usual way, saying “Long 
Distance.” 

The Subscriber hangs up and in 
a short time calls again, repeating 
his demand for Omaha. The oper- 
ator again answers “Long Distance.” 

The subscriber gets very angry 
and says “I don’t care if it is a 
long distance, Give me Omaha.” 


New Subscriber: “Hello, is this 
middle?” | 

“Well, Middle. will you please 
ring Frank Jones’ box? I don't 
know how many rings it is.” 

ote 4 4 

Student Operator to Chief Op- 
erator: “What is the night rate to 
Peru?” ae . 

Chief Operator: Thirty-five 
Cents, but remember that’s station 
to station?” ' 

Student Operator: “Oh, Gee, is 


it? How many stations are there?’ 


There was a call placed from 
Wilber to 84-three rings at DeWitt. 
The operator received the report 
that the line was busy. She said 
to her subscriber, “On your call to 
DeWitt 84-three rings is busy. 
will keep trying to get one and call 
you.” 


And then there's the Lincoln op- 
erator, who was day-dreaming per- 
haps for a moment. A toll call 
came in to which she should have 
answered, “Lincoln.” But she said, 
“Mamma?” 


Let George Do It! 

George Mann, service dispatcher, 
Lincoln tells this, “On January 7, a 
subscriber called the service board 
requesting that some wire be re- 
routed which was in the way of re- 
modeling. The operator answered, 
“T will tell George about it.” We 
still wonder if the subscriber has 
found out who George it. 


Hastings Contributes This 
Subscriber: I would like to sub- 
scribe for a telephone. 
Clerk: Do you have a telephone 
at present? 
Subscriber: No! No! Not with 
me. It’s up at the house. 


Prize For The 
Best Title For 
This Page 


Nearly every day in the 
week you hear a joke, anec- 
dote, story—some interesting 
happening that concerns 
yourself or your friend and 
the telephone world, which 
would bring a laugh to other 
telephone people. To share 
these is the purpose of this 
new page in the Telephone 
News. 

We need a clever title for 
the page of laughs, and we’re 
offering a prize—to be made 
known at the time of pre- 
sentation — for the winning 
suggestion. 

Send your suggestion in 
and your telephone jokes! 
Let’s laugh together. Attach 
your name and your post in 
the Company, because we 
want to print that also. 


Frantic lady subscriber reporting 
fire: “Central! Quick! There's a 
fire here.” 

Operator: Where? 

Subscriber: “In the basement.” 


A farmer came into the Hastings 
office to place a long distance call. 
The clerk told him to place his 
call with the operator in the booth. 
In a few minutes he came out and 
told her he couldn't find anyone in 
the booth. 


Subscriber calls in from his neigh- 
bor’s telephone in Beatrice, having 
left the receiver off the hook of his 
own too long: “Central, I wish you 
would take the ‘dead sign’ off my 
telephone.” 


Hebron Subscriber, placing a col- | 
lect call: “This call is to be re 


duced.” 


Some time ago one of our good 
sukscribers, a Bohemian lady, came | 
into our office at Seward to pay | 
her telephone bill. She expressed 
a desire to see “Central” as she ex- 
prssed it. She was taken into the 
traffic room and shown the local 
and toll boards and all the details 
were explained to her by one of the 
employes. Upon leaving she ex- 
pressed her gratitude with, “Well, 
I tank you for de show.” 

As she passed through the oper- 
ating rest room it was explained to 
her that this room was for the girls 
on their relief periods, She re- 
marked,— “No, tank you, I haven't | 
time to rest to day.” 


Ed Dulin who is our manager at 
Raymond, tells of this little incident: | 
“While out doing repair work on 
a telephone, the subscriber came 
over to. me and_= said, “Ed, when 
your wife the chief operator makes 
the morning test, I wish you would 
have her call me about 10 A. M. 
instead of 7 A. M. And I said 
that inasmuch as we like to please | 
that I didn’t think that that would | 
meet with the approval of the oth- 
er subscribers, and I asked him why 
he made such a strange request. 

He said, “Well this morning 
when your wife called my number, 
it woke me up, and I jumped right 
out of bed and stepped into a rat 
trap.” 


The other day a student operator 
at York rang the supervisor's bell 
1 . 1 
and made the complaint that one 
of her cord circuits leaked, mean- 
ing that she was getting consider- 
able cross talk over it. 


Subscriber: (After having called | 
numerous other subscribers) “Infor- 
mation please.” 

Operator: “This is Information.” 

Subscriber: “Can you tell me 
where my husband is?” 

Operator: “No I can’t but I can 
tell you he isn’t here.” 


Operator: To subscriber who 
has reported continuous trouble by 
line cutting out when talking to 
1721, which trouble has just been 
cleared by wire chief—“Will you 
please call 17721 now and see if your 
cut out trouble is cleared?” 

Subseriber: Well, I haven't any- 
thing to say now but I will have 
in a day or two.” 


YORK the county seat of York County, a thriving city of 

more than 7500 inhabitants, is situated in the pictur- 
esque valley of Beaver Creek. It has beautiful shade trees 
lining its wide streets and boulevards, beautiful homes with 
well kept lawns, and its citizens possess the delightful and 
friendly hospitality which makes York a truly delightful place 
in which to live. 

Transportation lines spread like a net work in every direc- 
tion from York. The main line of the Burlington crosses 
the county east and west. The K. C. O. and the Northwest- 
ern railroads also serve York. The S. Y. A. Bus line op- 
erates a fleet of parlor busses out of York. 


York is recognized as an important industrial trading cen- 
ter. With graveled roads extending in all directions and a 
group of live up-to-date merchants, York has become the 
most popular trading point in central Nebraska with a trade 
territory extending for more than fifty miles in every direction. 


York ranks at the top as an educational center. The mag- 
nificent high school completed at a cost of $285,000 is a 
monument to education. It is the home of York College en- 
dowed by the United Brethren Church. Nearly 700 students 
are enrolled in this splendid institution. Saint Ursula’s 
Academy is located in York and is a growing school. 


ifr In York one finds the Nebraska I. O. O. F. Home, situated 
HAs south of the city. Mother Jewells Home for children sup- 
ported nationally by the Methodist Church and the Nebraska 
State Reformatory for women are located one mile west of 
the city. 

One of the five district offices of the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company is located in York. The district 
manager’s office is located in the York exchange building 

where the Company’s property and business dealings in 

twenty-seven towns located in four counties is super- 
vised. York is also the home of two of our Com- 
pany’s directors; J. M. Bell and C. N. Beaver 
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Down Wahoo Way 


UR thought for a cover this month was to 
C) present a good picture of one of the at- 

tractive doorways to be found in many 
of our newer central offices. We feel sure that 
you will agree with us that we have accom- 
plished our purpose. 

The doorway shown on the cover is that of 
the Wahoo office and it indicates the home- 
like atmosphere that characterizes the entire 
building. 

We asked some of our Wahoo girls, and our 
manager there to be part of our picture, and here 
they are. Helen Bullock and Mae Meduna are 
the girls on the steps. Hilda Croshaw and 
Gretchen Lindercamp are interested in Mr. 
Manners comment just before he opens the 
door. 

The Company is proud of its doorways, but 
it is a whole lot prouder of the folks who use 
them. 


Lincoln Telephone News | 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 


A Magazine Issued Monthly at Lincoln, Nebraska by and for the Employes of the 


Vol. XI, No. 4 
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Editorial Ring-offs 


F a doctor makes a mistake he buries it; if a 
chef makes a mistake he gives it a French 
name and it appears on the menu as a new 
dish. But if an editor makes a mistake he admits 
it, to be sure. The stadium at the University of 
Nebraska seats 40,000—instead of 11,000 as ap- 
peared in paragraph seven on the outside back 
cover of the March issue of the Telephone 
News. 
* ok 

Our outside back cover this month is a word 
and picture story of York, “The City Beautiful.” 
The facts and figures are taken from the year 
book issued by the York County Commercial 
Club, published under the direction of George 
Wallander, secretary. Besides being a outstand- 
ing example of typography and layout, it sets 
forth in convincing terms the resources of one 
of Nebraska’s most promising junior cities and 
expresses in a most effective manner the busi- 
ness opportunities, excellent home surroundings 
and the fine cultural spirit that prevails. 

* ok x 

For the photograph 
which adorns our cover 
this month we are 
indebted to our good 
friends at Wahoo. Miss 
Ahlman, assistant editor 
of the News supervised 
the “pose” while Mr. 
Arthur L. Anderson, 
Wahoo, photographer 
took the picture. It hap- 
pens also that April is the 
anniversary month for | 
Mr. J. R. Manners, local _ 
manager at Wahoo. We 
congratulate him on his 
entrance into his twenty- | 
eighth year of telephone | 
service. | 

Speaking of interesting 

things that go across an 


publication a list of promotions. You'll find 
such a list in this issue. We offer every man 
and woman our sincere congratulations. 
* Ok OR 

Did you ever stand in a crowd in which there 
was one chap three or four inches taller than 
anyone else there? In which case you envied 
the tall man and wished you were like him. 
Probably the same thought has occurred to you 
at times in connection with your work; that is, 
you have desired to stand out in the crowd, to 
be noticed, to get somewhere. So much for this 
brief preachment. What we most desire is to 
call your attention to the article about Mae 


Meduna of Wahoo in this number. 


This business of selling telephone service is a 
serious affair. The News will welcome accounts 
of your sales experience. Many times they are 
valuable to someone else in another part of the 
territory who has a sales obstacle to overcome. 

* * * * x 

If you overlook the 
~ News from the Exchanges 
*— —iyou are overlooking inter- 
_-—s esting information about 
___ telephone people. One of 
4% -—sCour readers recently wrote 
us and compared this part 
of the magazine to a big 
| family letter. 

We believe that an 
employes magazine 
should be a medium of 
dissemination of Com- 
pany news and informa- 
, tion concerning individ- 
' uals, activities and events; 

and for the promotion of 
pride and loyalty to the 
Company, and_ satisfac- 
tion with the job. 


Our First Aid Demon- 


editors desk, there is “The Apple Blossom Girl,” picture was taken stration team still con: 
probably nothing t hat during the last apple blossom tour in the country  tinues to spread the gos- 


gives your editor a greater 
thrill than to prepare for 


around Auburn. Next month’s News will carry a : aon park 
story on the importance of the telephone to this pel of accident preven 
fruit growing territory. tion. 
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“We Couldn’t Do Business Without It’ 


Value of Long Distance Service Expressed by General 
Manager Morton-Gregson Packing Plant, 
at Nebraska City 


C¢ ODERN merchandising 
demands modern 


methods. That may 


be platitude, but it is a fact afer hae 


nevertheless. Because of the 
complexities of our business, 
based on the fact that there is 
a separate and distinct con- 
sumer demand for each pork 
product we manufacture 
it would be impossible for us 
to operate successfully with: 
out the daily use of long dis- 
tance telephone service.” 


This statement was made 
by C. M. Aldrich, general 
manager of the Morton-Greg- 
sonson Packing Plant at Ne- 
braska City to George Arnold, 
local manager of our Com- 
pany, and the writer of this 
article after a delightful tri 
through this modern ae 
packing plant which began 
business in Nebraska City more than forty years 


ago. 


Continuing, Mr. Aldrich emphasized and 
amplified this statement: 


“Our salesmen have two things to beat be- 
fore they make the sale—-Time, and the sales- 
man employed by our competitors. Next to 
his ability, a salesman’s greatest asset is his time. 
Mail service under certain conditions is too slow. 
Particularly is this true when you stop to real- 
ize that much of our product is extremely per- 
ishable and subject to rapid price fluctuations. 


“Our salesmen have been trained in the use 
of long distance. Not only do they use it cov 
ering their territory from keytown points for 
securing business, but they use the service to 
expedite shipments from our packing plant to 
the customer. 

“A salesman, starting in the morning to cove: 
his territory by automobile calls on his custom- 
ers until a certain hour. At that time he drives 
to the telephone office and calls our plant 
and gives all of the orders for meat and oth- 
er products taken up to that particular time, 
to a man trained in taking telephone orders. 


When these orders are re- 
ceived they are sent to the 
shipping department which 
sends them out on a schedule 
according to the time the or- 
ders are received. 


“It is not only in the speedy 
service we are able to give our 
customers that we find long 
distance valuable, however, 
but also in the buying of hogs 
for our plant.” 

These statements from Mr. 
Aldrich are naturally pleasing 
to us as they again illustrate 
how many firms in the terri- 
tory served by our Company 
are using long distance with 
satisfactory results as an aux- 
iliary to their regular sales 
methods. 


The Morton-Gregson Pack- 


C. M. Aldrich, who is general manager. ing Plant was organized and 


started business in Nebraska 
City more than forty years ago. Originally 
there were two plants located on the present 
site, both of them under different ownership. 
These interests have all been consolidated and 
one of the former buildings was remodelled 
and is now used for office quarters. 


About ten years ago the former company was 
reorganized and affiliated with the Wilson and 
Company, one of the largest packing companies 
in the United States and known to the 
packing world as one of the “Big Four.” This 
organization gives the Nebraska City plant the 
benefit of the distribution through the world 
wide outlets possessed by the Wilson Company. 
The Nebraska City plant kills nothing but hogs 
for the market and is equipped to handle be- 
tween 300,000 to 400,000 hogs a year. 

The plant maintains a payroll of between 
500 and 600 employes and is the largest single 
industry in the town of Nebraska City. 

Mr. Aldrich, general manager of the plant 
has been engaged in the packing industry many 
years and is recognized as one of the leaders 
in the business world today. 

His interest in the promotion of industrial 
life in Nebraska has always been outstanding 
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and in January of this year he was elected Presi- 
dent of the Nebraska Manufacturing Associa- 
tion. 

In a letter received from Mr. Aldrich re- 
cently he says: 

“We are served by your company through 
our private branch switchboard which connects 
to telephones in every department of the plant, 
in addition to our separate telephones in the 
stockyards, and separate trunk lines for the use 
of the salesmen. 


“We wish to say that the competent courte- 
ous operators that you have at Nebraska City 
and the service they give makes our conduct 
of business by long distance a source of much 
gratification.” 

a ae ae 


Distances Have Been Wiped Out 


The railway industry was in its teens before 
a steam locomotive had crossed Nebraska. It 
was ‘a decade after Alexander Graham Bell in- 
vented the telephone until Nebraska had any 
“central” to call. The street car was slow in 
getting across the Alleghany mountains and the 
Missouri river. Self-binding harvesters were 
used in the East long before they were out on 
the western prairies. Bathtubs were old in New 
England while yet unknown in the Platte valley. 
Omaha had electricity the next year after 
Thomas A. Edison started his first plant in New 
York City. Lincoln was one of the first two 
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cities in the United States to have automatic 
telephone service. 

Now Nebraska has everything that the East 
has in the way of electricity, or gas or telephone 
or radio or street railway service. We have 
more automobiles, more bathtubs, more radios, 
more flying machines, more tractors and power 
driven machinery per capita than any state east 
of the Mississippi river. Creameries and cheese 
factories are growing as the cow population in- 
creases and gasoline and electric energy are 
working on the farms and in the villages while 
“old Dobbin” rests. 

The point is, that modern inventions, ef- 
ficiently distributed and applied, have wiped out 
the centers and the fringes of society and hu- 
man activities. A hundred million people heard 
and saw the late inaugural ceremonies in Wash- 
ington on the radio and on the screen within 
a week. Boston is no longer the Hub of the 
Universe; Nebraska is the hub of the United 
States and may hear and know everything that 
is going. on in the world as soon and as ac- 
curately as the big coast citics—Nebraska Utili- 
ties Information Bureau. 
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Interesting Figures 
At the end of February, there were 79,903 
telephones in service in our Company, a net in’ 
crease of 157 during the first two months of 
1929. 


Showing only a partial view of the Morton-Gregson Packing Plant at Nebraska City. 
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Business 
Corresponds 


By Wire 


Nebraska Buick Company 
of Lincoln Install Tele- 
phone Typewriter 
Service 


ITH the installation of the 
v.¢ “Telephone Typewriter Ser- 
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Mh, 


vice,” at the offices of the Miss Mildred Jones, operates the telephone typewriter at the Lincoln 


Nebraska Buick Company in Lincoln 

and Omaha, the initial appearance 

of this new equipment for big business inter- 
ests, is made in our territory. 


The equipment was installed by W. J. Burton, 
wire chief of the Northwestern Bell, and R. E. 
Wait, testboardman, Lincoln. The date of in- 
stallation was January 29th. An interesting side- 
light of the installation is the fact that word was 
received that the installation must be completed 
by noon of the next day. The equipment was 
packed and rushed from Omaha to Lincoln by 
truck, and was installed and working in less than 
twenty-four hours 


To banks, investment houses, stockbrokers and 
industrial concerns the value of speed and ac- 
curacy is of prime importance. Many who had 
private telephone or telegraph lines between 
offices or between office and factory are sub- 
stituting the Telephone Typewriter. 


The Telephone Typewriter is a machine con- 
structed somewhat similar to a typewriter, hav- 
ing a typewriter keyboard for sending, and type 
bars for recording, as an ordinary typewriter. 
The pressure on the keys sets up an impulse 
which controls the receiving mechanism and 
causes it to print in typewritten characters what- 
ever is desired to be transmitted. An accurate 
record of the message is made on both the send- 
ing and receiving machines. 


The machines operate at a speed as high as 
forty to sixty words per minute, depending upon 
the type of instrument installed. This service 
is adaptable for communication between loca- 
tions within the same city or between offices 
widely separated. 

The machines provided for this service are 
connected by wire circuits through telephcne 
cables, or over lires connecting distant cities. 


office of the Nebraska Buick Company. 


The typing of the message at any sending sta- 
tion simultaneously types it on each of the ma- 
chines connected to the circuit, so that the pa- 
tron is not obliged to call each station separate- 
ly in order to transmit the same matter. It is an 
absolutely secret means of communication. 


Telephone typewriter service reverts back to 
the original idea of recording signals. But in- 
stead of recording dots and dashes, as in the 
case of the tape recorder, the printed word is 
recorded by a mechanism resembling a stand- 
ard typewriter. Matter transmitted at one 
point is simultaneously printed at the distant 
receiving station. 


The first printing telegraph apparatus used 
in America was patented in 1848. This mechan- 
ism had a piano-type keyboard, worked by com- 
pressed air and printed the message on a cape 
similar to the present tape equipment. Whena 
greatly improved machine was put into com 
mercial use in 1855, the long story of newly 
invented and ultimately discarded models was 
well under way. It was not until 1917, however, 
that such equipment reached a point of develop- 
ment where it was offered commercially as a 
means of communication. 


The business of our great news-gathering as- 
sociations and the dissemination of news to their 
newspaper clients throughout the country is 
largely dependent upon this means of trans: 
mitting the great volume of news items gathered 
by their correspondents throughout the world. 


There are a number of newspapers in our ter’ 
ritory using this service, namely the Lincoln 
Daily Star and the Lincoln State Journal, the 
York Daily News Times, the Beatrice Daily Sun, 
and the Hastings Daily Tribune. 


Le 
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Mae Meduna— Wire Chief! 


An All Around “* 


HE distinction of being the only woman 
wire chief in any of our 129 exchanges be- 
longs to Mae Meduna of Wahoo. 


Though Miss Meduna is a diminutive person 
and one might wonder how such a small little 
woman can assume the varied responsibilities 
she does, her vivacity and cheerful co-operation 
make us agree with Mr. Manners, the manager 
at Wahoo, when he says: “She is my right 
hand ‘man’ and worth her weight in gold!” 


If you were to follow Miss Meduna around 
for a day you might first find her running a 
jumper for a new telephone, testing a cord for 
noise, fixing a fuse, replacing a heat coil, just as 
a man might do. A little later she is at the 
counter taking care of a customer. If an oper- 
ator is unable to report for duty, you will find 
Mae in her place at the switchboard where she 
is just as efficient as when testing toll lines and 
reporting trouble. 


Miss Meduna has been with our Company 
since she was fifteen years old, having first 
started as an operator when she was a Junior in 
high school. She worked part time as relief 
operator that year and in her Senior year. When 
she graduated she planned to be a teacher, but 
because of a feeling that she was young and 
small to be teaching pupils probably bigger than 


Miss Mae Meduna, wire chief at Wahoo, with the 


Good Man” Is She 


herself, she decided to continue her work at the 
telephone office. 


In 1915 she joined the regular force as toll 
operator. Except for a few weeks service at an 
express company during a vacation period in the 
summer of 1918, Miss Meduna has constantly 
been hand in hand with the Wahoo telephone 
work. 


In 1918 the duties of wire chief and clerk 
were given her. It was the young lady’s com- 
ment that she was “mighty frightened,” at first 
by all the complicated equipment in the test 
room. But she quickly absorbed the funda- 
mentals of the work, and it was not long before 
she understood the intricate details of the test- 
ing and switchboard repairs which are so dif- 
ficult for the layman to appreciate. 


Four years ago in December the Wahoo of- 
fice was moved to its beautiful new building, 
and with the move came a radical change in a 
full feature switchboard and testboard equip- 
ment. This awed Mae, she admits, but with 
the aid of the charts which she placed on the 
flcor by her chair, she managed to trace out the 
circuits and acquire the knowledge which is in- 
dispensable to the wire chief. 

Her ability is not confined to the testing of 
toll lines, disposing of switchboard complaints, 
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yahoo exchange building, modern in every respect, in the 
packground. 
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and making all repairs on the switchboard that 
can be made at Wahoo. Not by any means! 


Miss Meduna is just as much at home in the 
commercial office, checking accounts and bills, 
meeting the public in many different ways 
throughout the month, helping Manager Man- 
ners on the busy first ten days of the month 
when subscribers pay their bills. 


When Mr. Manners is out of town or on 
his vacation she takes complete charge of the 


office and is as good a manager as one might 
wish. 


She can don a dark apron and lend a hand 
to the fellows who are straightening the sup- 
plies in the basement. She wields a dustcloth 
in the office and pushes things around until 
order prevails. Only recently when the epidemic 
of the “flu” was at its height, the operating 
force “carried on” because of her ability to 
fill in. 

She is the enterprising correspondent for the 
Lincoln Telephone News and Wahoo owes its 
representation in the columns of our magazine 
to her. 


Mae has lived in Wahoo all her life, and her 
many friends there are enthusiastic about her 
efficiency. They mention not only her work 
at the office, but the way she handled the duties 
of secretary to the Federation of Business Girls 
last year. One of Mae’s latest activities was to 
join the American Legion Auxiliary. 

Outdoor sports interest her, particularly roller 
skating and ice skating. Sometimes though, she 
is a little bashful about her roller skating. You 
might ask some of her neighbors whom she 
sailed by the other night, hoping that they 
might not know her. But that is a secret, “out 
of school.” 


Mae and her three sisters take trips every 
summer and have traveled in all the beautiful 
spots of this country. From all indications they 
might even head for Alaska when the warm 
days bother them this year. 


She is a versatile person—this Mae Meduna, 
and there isn’t a doubt but that she enjoys life 
to the fullest. And if she were here to say it 
to you personally, you'd have a cordial invita- 
tion to “Stop in and see me sometime!” 


* F k kk 


Lincoln District Conference 
Mr. J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln District Man- 


ager, held a meeting in the District Office at 
Lincoln on March 18th, to discuss plans for farm 
line repair jobs to be handled under the super- 
vision of the district manager during the com- 
ing summer. Those in attendance at the meet- 
ing were C. H. Haberman, J. R. Manners, L. B. 
Mapel, C. F. Peachman and J. E. Schulling, all 
whom are managers of exchanges to be repaired, 
and also E. L. Martin, A. B. Smith, Jim Aldritt, 
Geo. Cruickshank, Earl Barger, Geo. Miers, and 
O. Baldwin, foremen who will have charge of 
the various crews. 


In addition to covering instructions and speci- 
fications for farm line repair work, considerable 
time was spent in discussing accident prevention 
and several new ideas were suggested which 
should help to reduce the number of accidents 
which are bound to happen in connection with 


this kind of work. 


Seven exchanges in the Lincoln District, hav- 
ing a total of 425 miles of lighter pole line, will 
be repaired this year and work on five of these 
exchanges will start immediately. 


A Preventable Lost Time Accident 


By E. F. Burke 
Safety First Instructor 


construction tools from the rear of a 

maintenance truck. A wood cutting 
chisel which was in the bottom of the truck be- 
came tangled with some of the other tools 
which were being removed and fell to the 
ground striking the linemen on the foot, cut- 
ting the cords in his large toe. 


A LINEMAN was engaged in the removal of 


There is no possible excuse for his type of 
accident occurring, for the following reasons. 


1. The employe failed to observe the well estab- 


lished rules of the proper placing of tools in their 
respective compartments. 

2. The foreman who was in charge of the truck 
failed to observe the improper location of the tools 
and material on this truck before it left the garage. 

This case points out very emphatically, the 
necessity for all to strictly observe safety rules 
and then accidents of this nature will not oc 
cur. There is no excuse for carelessness. It al- 
ways leads to trouble and suffering in the end. 
The human head will save its body some mighty 
hard thumps if it is called upon and given half 
a chance. 
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The Cut Over At Hansen 


First Semi-Automatic Equipment in Our Territory Placed Into 
Service—All Calls Come Through Hastings 


s the hands of the clock pointed to the 

hour which was 9:15, the morning of 

March 18, telephone service of our Com- 
pany at Hansen, was converted from magneto 
to semi-automatic operation. Making the change 
only consumed a few seconds time, but this 
was only one step in the six weeks of prepara- 
tion and installation. Only through the coop- 
eration and untiring efforts of every employe 
connected with the installation of new equip- 
ment was it possible to have the “‘cutover” 
carried out on scheduled time. 


A room in the modern fireproof structure at 
the rear of the J. S. Reel Mercantile Company 
house the new equipment. The outside plant 
was brought up to the highest 
point of efficiency by the con- 
struction crew under the sup- 
ervision of H. Studier. This 
program consisted of the re- 
building and regrouping of all 
of the lines in the Hansen area. 


The Hansen exchange area 
consists of agricultural interests 
with a large proportion of the 
lines serving rural subscribers. 
The Hansen exchange serves 
161 subscribers although the 
new equipment provides facili 
tics to take care of 350 sub- 
scribers. 
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The Hansen network comprises the exchanges 
of Hansen, Prosser, and Doniphan, all of the 
rural lines out of Hansen, all of the local lines 
in Hansen, two rural lines to the town of Trum- 
bull, and one rural line to Doniphan. The plan 
of operation as has been adopted in this net- 
work eliminates the service of an operating force 
at Hansen. The exchange is unattended ex- 
cept for occasional periodic visits of the main- 
tenance man to insure the automatic apparatus 
being kept in perfect working condition. Un- 
der this plan of operation all calls to or from 
telephones in Hansen pass through the Has- 
tings switchboard over six trunks. 


The Hastings operator by dialing a prede- 
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aes Above: Those who assisted with 
- the Hansen cutover. 
Left: T.S. Burr and Harry Branch, 
Hastings, who assisted in the instal- 
lation work. 
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termined number can tell 
whether or not the various 
units of the equipment are 
functioning properly. Also by 
calling a certain number the 
f operator can switch from either 
/ ringing machine to the other. 
The telephone instruments 
_ used at Hansen are common 
; battery type. The principal 
diference is that Hansen tele- 
phones are equipped with what 
is known as a_ hook latch. 
When the receiver is removed 


LINCOLN “TELEPRONE NEWS: APRIL 1929 


from the hook, the latch permits the receiver 
but not the transmitter to be connected to the 
line. When the subscriber wishes to talk, he 
releases the hook latch which cuts in the trans- 
mitter. 

By lifting the receiver and releasing the hook 
latch a party may connect his telephone through 
the trunk line to the control operator at Has- 
tings. The operator then obtains the desired 
number from the subscriber, dials back over the 
same trunk line and connects the calling sub- 
scriber to the desired 
line. She then discon- 
nects and is ready for 
the next call. If an- 
other call has been 
waiting, it is auto- 
matically connected 
to the operator. 

The exchange at 
Prosser is connected i 
by trunk line to Han- aay 


ordinary Hansen sub- 
scriber’s line and con- 
nections between Prosser subscribers and Han- 
sen subscribers is effected in the same manner 
as described above. Thus Prosser subscribers 
can converse with anyone in Hansen or in cases 
of emergency go through to Hastings for con- 
nections with Hastings subscribers or long dis 
tance calls. Hansen subscribers can talk to any- 
one at Prosser or Doniphan by asking the oper- 
ator for the proper number. 


Doniphan is connected with Hansen by a 
trunk line which terminates on a connector in 
the Hansen office and the operator is supplied 
with a dial. The Doniphan operator can there- 
fore call anyone in Hansen without assistance 
of the Hastings operator but cannot call Has- 
tings or Prosser—because the lines to those 


points are disconnected from the connector 
switch. 


A pay station telephone is placed at a cen- 
tral location for the use of parties who wish to 
make line calls, that is, impart the same bit of 
information to all parties on the line with one 
call. 

The subscriber can go to the pay station tele- 
phone and inform the operator that he wishes 
to make a line call. The operator would dial the 
number of the desired line and send out one long 
ring. As soon as the subscribers raise their re’ 
ceivers, the calling party could give out the infor- 
mation about the auction. This procedure can 
be repeated for as many lines as the calling party 


sen. Mrs. Lyle has been transferred to Hastings. 


long distance call he needs only to inform the 
operator, who connects him with the long dis- 
tance operator at Hastings. Incoming toll calls 
to Hansen are dialed by the toll operator at 
Hastings through the equipment at Hansen. 

When a subscriber on a party line wishes 
connection with the another station on his own 
line, he informs the operator at Hastings who 
obtains the number of the calling as well as 
the called station and asks the calling party to 
hang up while she causes both stations to be 
rung. 

Ample provisions 
have been made for 
continued operation 
in any emergency. If 
the control trunk line 
should become inop- 
erative for any rea- 
son, the operator 
may substitute anoth- 
er pair of wires for 
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ett This line comes Left to right: Dolly Hansen, local operator, Myrtle Lyle, CMetgency Operation 
into Hansen like an chief operator and Mary Lyle, relief operator, all of Han- until the fault can be 


repaired. In case both 
of these lines become 
inoperative, as the result of a severe storm, an 
emergency operating set is provided at Hansen 
so that it would be possible for an operator to 
be sent there to take care of the calls on the spot 
until the trunks to Hastings are repaired and re- 
stored to operation. The system is designed to 
furnish immediate attention to any call that 
might originate during any hour of the night. 

Two weeks prior to the cutover, installation 
crews under the supervision of J. W. Dudgeon, 
combination man, Hastings, installed the new 
telephones. In addition to the subscribers tele- 
phone, a large card was placed on the new in- 
strument which read, “Do Not Use This Tele- 
phone.” This card was removed by installers 
who cut the rural lines into service on the day 
of the cutover. They also tested the new in- 
strument, delivered a supplementary telephone 
directory containing the new numbers and as- 
sisted the subscribers in becoming familiar with 
the new telephone. 

Mr. L. P. Young, district manager of the 
Hastings district was in direct supervision of 
the Hansen installation and cutover activities. 
The automatic installation was completed un- 
der the direction of J. E. Mahoney of the Auto- 
matic Electric Company, Chicago, being asisted 
by T. S. Burr and Harry Branch of the Has- 
tings Plant Department, who did an excellent 
job of installing this equipment. 


Representatives of our Company and of the 


wishes. Automatic Electric Company attended the cut- 
When a Hansen subscriber desires to make a over. 
{8 ] 


LINCOLN ‘TELEPHONE NEWS: APRIL 1929 


How To Take Good Kodak Pictures 


Some Practical Hints That Will Help Our Camera 
Fans Secure Clear Prints 


OWADAYS no one 
would think of go- 
ing on a trip with- 

out a camera. The kodak 
is considered as important 
as the fishing rod or the 
swimming suit or the 
football ticket on any late 
summer or early autumn 
outing. We have learned, 
from experience, that the 
camera adds much to the 
pleasure of an outing, not 
only at the time, during 
the fun of making pic- 
tures, but also when we 
get the prints, and later 
on—months, yes years, 
afterwards. 

Along with swimming, 
canoeing, fishing, hiking 
and kindred sports, pho- 
tography has its acknowl- 
edged place. Picture mak- 
ing is not only a pastime in itself, but is the 
natural ally of all sports, and it alone can in- 
stantly record the others in lasting mementos. 


Great is the satisfaction in telling about the 
size of the fish that was caught before break- 
fast and then exhibiting a photograph that 
proves the statement. No one seems to believe 
a fish story without graphic illustration. 

In addition to the camera, a few simple ac- 
cessories will prove of real value. A portrait 
attachment may be used for portrait work as 
well as for close-ups of wild flowers, and, per- 
haps, the fish. Then, two, we will often want 
to include ourselves in pictures, which can be 
done by using a self-timer. This little device 
clips to the cable release of shutters so equipped 
and makes the exposure. 

The Right Exposure 

When the equipment is ready and the vaca- 
tion spot is reached, nothing is left for the 
achievement of camera craftsmanship but the 
matter of exposure, which is highly important 
but not beyond the grasp of any amateur 
photographer. 

If there were only one correct exposure for 
a certain kind of subject, at a certain hour of 
a certain month, when the sun was. shining, 


As this subject includes little sky and some 
shade it may be classed under Group 3. 


there would be a complex 
problem to solve when 
exposure were to be made 
at other times. But there 
is no such problem be- 
cause there are several 
exposures, each of which 
will prove correct for 
various kinds of subjects, 
during several hours of 
every day in the year. 

By listing the kinds of 
outdoor subjects that are 
ordinarily photographed 
into four groups, accord- 
ing to the exposure that 
they need, and adopting 
as a standard exposure 
for each group one that 
is intermediate between 
the shortest and the 
longest that will make a 
satisfactory record, there 
will be only four expo- 
sures to consider. And these can easily be 
memorized. With cameras that have double 
lenses the same shutter speed can be used, with 
different stops, for each group. With single 
lens cameras the same shutter speed can likewise 
be used for three of the groups, and a time ex- 
posure can be given for subjects in the other 
group. 
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Save These Tables 


The accompanying tables are simple and easy 
to remember, because they ignore the fact that 
light which comes from the sky is brighter dur- 
ing the noon-hour than at any other time of 
day. What makes it safe to ignore this fact is 
the latitude of kodak film, which is much great- 
er than is needed for taking care of the differ- 
ence in the brightness of sunlight during that 
period of the day that is included between 212 
hours after sunrise and 2'4 hours before sunset, 
at all times of the year. 

By examining our illustrations, each of which 
bears the number of the group in which it is 
classed in the exposure tables, you can readily 
decide in which group the outdoor subject you 
wish to photograph should be classed, and then, 
by giving the exposure that is recommended 
in the table that applies to the type of camera 
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(1) OUTDOOR EXPOSURE TABLE FOR CAMERAS THAT HAVE 
ANASTIGMAT KODAR OR RECTILINEAR LENSES 


For 2)4 hours after sunrise until 2) hours before sunset on day 
when the sun is shining. 


Anastigmat 
and Kodar  Rectilinear 
Shutter Lenses Lenses 
Speed Stop Stop 
Group 1—Snow, Marine and Beach Scenes—Ex- 
tremely Distant Landscapes.................-.. 1725 f.22 32 
Group 2—Ordinary Landscapes Showing Sky, 
with a Principal Object in the Fore- 
(20:16) 5101 3 NOAtly ae ieee CGe eta Ga aan evOREe RONEN wr L725 16 16 
Group 3—Nearby Landscape Showing Little or no 
Sky—-Groups, Street Scenes.................... 1/23 11 8 


Group 4—Portraits in the Open Shade, not under 
Trees or the Roof of a porch, Shaded 
NMeaiBy TICONCS. hii stnietintce tick cdtacdedodas 1/25 27798 4 


(2) OUTDOOR EXPOSURE TABLE FOR FOLDING CAMERAS THAT 
HAVE SINGLE LENSES 


For 2/4 hours after sunrise until 214 hours before sunset on days 
when the sun is shining. 


Shutter 
Speed Stop 
Group 1—Snow, Marine and Beach Scenes—Extremely Distant 
|: 9c (0:2) 2] guano OnE: Eee NT me vere a eon ne EE NaTSer STE selon eT gas 3 
Group 2—Ordinary Landscape Showing Sky, with a Principal 
(Jpject in the Fores round iecctccdececspecwcics hem aici edeicecdeounsy 1725 2 
Group 3—Near-by Landscapes Showing But Little or no Sky— 
(ROU, SOENCEE CCN Shiu ncn pata tee hens aid 1/25 1 
Group 4—Portraits in the Open Shade, not under Trees or the 
Roof of a Porch—Shaded Near-by Scenes.....000000000000000.... 1 sec. 3 


(3) OUTDOOR EXPOSURE TABLE FOR FIXED FOCUS BOX CAMERAS 
THAT HAVE SINGLE LENSES 


For 214 hours after sunrise until 2 hours before sunset on days 
when the sun is shining. 


Group 1—Snow, Marine and Beach Scenes—Extremely 


Distant. ea nGSCa wes. + siscnlesecepcelehendeteceey Snapshot with Second Stop 
Group 2——Ordinary Landscape Showing Sky, with a 
Principal Object in the Foreground................ Snapshot with Largest Stop 


a) 


Group Near-by Landscapes Showing Little or no 


Sky—Groups, Street Scenes..............:::e00000- Snapshot with Largest Stop 
Group 4-—-Portaits in the Open Shade, not under Trees 

or the Roof of a Porch—-Shaded Near-by 

1S) <: Sn RE eeA ee ee e 1 second with Third Stop 
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you are using, you should have no difficulty in 
obtaining a negative from which good prints 
can be made. 

If your camera has a double 
lens (which will be either an ana- 
stigmat, a Kodar or a rectinear) 
use the first table. 

If your camera has a_ bellows 
which folds up, and a single lens, 
with stops marked 1, 2, 3, and 4, 
use the second. 

If it is a box camera, which has 
only one shutter speed and has no 
bellows, use the third. 

When the day is cloudy-bright 
the exposure should be from two 
to three times as long, and when When the obje 


; dpa  Cegemmene 


largest stop and give the shortest exposure that 


the camera can make. The subject must, of 
course, be in bright sunlight. 


ct of interest is the field of view it may be photo- 


The risk of movement showing 
in a negative is lessened as the 
distance between the camera and 
the moving object is increased, 
and it is also lessened as the angle 
at which the object moves across 
the field of view is reduced. To 
illustrate: If the object is moving 
at right angles to the camera, at 
a speed of ten miles an hour, it 
should be photographed at a dis- 
tance of seventy-five feet or more. 
If it is moving diagonally across 


the day is dull the exposures 4@ mile or more away, the sub- graphed at a distance of fifty feet, 


should be from four to eight times 
as long as those mentioned in the tables. 


Time Exposures 


To make a time exposure with a fixed focus 
Brownie camera, draw out the time slide. With 
cameras that have a time lever, move the lever 
over to “T.” It takes two movements of the 
shutter lever for making a time exposure—one 
pressure for opening the shutter and another 
for closing it. It takes about one second to pro- 
nounce mentally “one hundred and one.” 


Though all of the combinations of stops and 
shutter speeds that are recommended in the 
tables are eminently satisfactory for photograph- 
ing stationary objects, not all of them are 
adapted to photographing moving objects. 


It is obvious that sharp pictures of rapidly 
moving near-by objects can be secured only 
with very short exposures. A rule that many 
adopt when using a compact hand camera for 
picturing nearby moving objects is to use the 


At lejt-—This represents one kind of ordinary scene, and is classed under Group ja : 
telling pictures belong in Group 4, At right—As this subject includes sky and water, it may 


ject belongs in Group 1. 


while if it is moving directly to- 
ward or away from the camera it can be photo- 
graphed at a distance of about forty feet, and 
equally sharp images of the object will be ob- 
tained in each case. 

The most pleasing pictures of moving objects 
are usually obtained when the subject is mov- 
ing toward the camera, but diagonally at an 
angle of about 45 degrees—By Franklin Court- 
ney Ellis, Information Director, Eastman Kodak 
Company. 


Be * Be 1 1 


J. H. Agee Addresses Lion’s Club 


On Tuesday evening, February 28th, J. H. 
Agee, General Manager, of our Company, was 
the principal speaker at the weekly luncheon of 
the Havelock Lion’s Club at Havelock. Mr. 
Agee spoke on the importance of knowledge, 
as the fundamental and guiding principal of 
modern industry, and also touched on the re 
cent developments in the telephone field. 


In center-—All portrait and story 
be classed as Group I. 
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SALES representative from a_ nationally 
known institution entered one of our 
buildings. 

He was looking for a friend—one of our em- 
ployes. 

He stepped up to the Commercial Counter. 
As he did so the girl in charge walked over to 
him. 

“Can I be of assistance?” she asked in a pleas- 
ant and courteous tone of voice. The salesman 
found the man he was looking for. 


He told him what had happened and then 
he said this. ‘My work takes me all over the 
country, particularly to the big cities. 

“I am accustomed to the attention you usually 
secure from employes, but I never before have 
seen the courtesy of telephone employes that is 
reflected in the people who represent your or- 
ganization. You have a wonderful organization. 

“It is a part of your business to teach your 
emplo;es courtesy but when 
an organization is imbued ; 
with the idea of service to 
others from the top to the 
bottom there must be some- 
thing real behind it.” 

Why do we tell this story? 

Because it is a mighty fine Hoover has 
example of what we have white house 
been talking about these past 


“Hoover Has A 


Telephone” 


CCORDING 
ciated Press, President true. But it’s also true that a 
departed from a 
precedent and a 
telephone now is installed within 


UST a few weeks ago a Local Manager was 
to take up the Commercial and Plant activi- 
ties for the Company in another town. 


The local newspaper in the town where he 
was formerly employed, commented editorially 
on his departure. The Chamber of Commerce 
also passed a resolution as a tribute of their high 
regard for him. 


We quote from the resolution in part: 

“As representatives of public service com- 
panies there are some men who just get along 
in a place, there are others who are a little above 
the average, and there are a few who are ex- 
eeptional. 0.5. He has placed the telephone 
service in this city on a high plane. He has 
been prompt, efficient, accommodating, and a 
thorough gentleman. He and his family have 
both made for themselves an envaible place 
in the esteem of this community and_ their 
friends here are legion, who 
regret sincerely their leav- 
ing. 

There's an old saying that 
a man is known by the com- 
is ke Dewees pany that he keeps and it’s 
company is known by the em- 
ployes it keeps. In our own 
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Give "Em A Big Hand! 


Our Company’s Basketball Team Successfully Retains 
Y. M. C. A. Industrial League Championship for 
the Third Consecutive Season 


OR the third consecutive season our basket- 
ball team has captured the Y. M. C. A. 
Industrial League Championship. In win- 

ning it they played their 43rd consecutive vic- 
torious game. This unusual record speaks for 
itself of the spirit with which the fellows fought, 
and the co-operation which marked our playing. 

Our team is managed by George Mann who 
is also chairman of the Y. M. C. A. Industrial 
Basketball League of which the team is a mem- 
ber. M. T. Caster, plant superintendent is the 
team sponsor. 

Besides winning the league championship the 
team also won a recent district tournament at 
Eagle, Nebraska, competing with a number of 
town teams and teams representing companies 
in the vicinity. 

The other seven teams of the league scored 
a total of 81 points against the “Telephones” or 
an average of 10 points per game while the 
“Telephones” scored an average of 37 points 
per game. The highest score of the season was 
“Telephones 54 vs. State Oil Co., 4.” Jack 
Mankamyer, captain and Bud Parsons were the 
high scores of the league. Mankamyer scored 
94 points and Parsons 93. 


The annual Industrial 
League banquet was held 
Thursday evening, March 
28th at the Cornhusker 
Hotel. There were present 
members of the team, W. L. 
Luke, secretary of the Y. M. 
CG. Ast QO. Be Aavderson, 
athletic director and C. Cun- 
ningham, assistant athletic 


congratulated the team on their splendid record 
and in a brief address pointed out how the Y. 
M. C. A. was interested in athletics and the 
value of clean sportsmanship. The trophy was 
presented by Mr. Caster to George Mann, man- 
ager of our team. Mr. Caster presented each 
player of the winning team with the individual 
merit awards of gold basketball charms. 


The members of the team are: Mankamyer, 
Parsons, Eno, Connors, Palmquist, Wilson, Bald- 
win, Van Horn, Morley, and Reid. 


APRIL IN TELEPHONE HISTORY 

1 M.—-First telephone exchange in Virginia 
opened at Richmond, 1879. 

4 Th.—American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company began commercial transmission of 
pictures by wire, 1925. 

Su.—Telephone scientists gave first public 
demonstration of television, both by wire 
and radio, 1927. 

11 Th.—Three deep sea telephone cables con- 
necting Havana, Cuba, and Key West Fla., 
opened for service, 1921. 

29 M.—Transmitter exhibited by Bell at Cen- 

tennial Exnosition in Philadelphia, 1876. 


“J 


arm’s reach of his desk. Chief homes, in our own social 
executives during the telephone contacts we are all powers in 
age prior to Mr. Hoover’s tak- the building up of the right 


ing office rarely used a tele- aoe eal eeaalane Webuee 
ae of relationships between 
phone, and when they did they kind of rela I 
talked either over one in a our Company and those 
whom we serve. 


booth in a room adjoining the 
We surmise that the indi 


president’s office or the one in 

an oe eee vidual about whom the above sponsor of the team, C. W. 
lines were written has had his Motter, Publicity Director, 

ear to the ground looking for and the managers of the 

ways and means to establish other teams who were mem- 

himself in his community and bers of the league. 

to be of service in that com- 


director of the Y. M.C. A. 
Morris N. Adams, chairman 
of the Industrial League 
Committee, and M. T. 
Caster, Plant Superintend- 
ent of our Company and 


three years. 

It’s the little things that 
count. A pleasant word here. 
A courteous explanation 
there. A helping hand to a 
person in trouble. 

We are doing the little 
things every day. Mr. Hoover’s ideas regarding 


the activities of a chief execu- 


- pe iv ifferent however, and 
for these opportuniti : tive are differer , 
PP oo; WE because of his increased use of 


will compel the public to the instrument he did not relish 
know us as we are. That’s all | leaving his desk to reach it. 


we want. # munity. 


By keeping our eyes open 


Front row, left to right: Dave Wilson, Bert Palmquist, Gordon Eno, Bob Mor- 
ley. Center row: H. A. Reed, Ralph Connors, George Mann, manager: M. T. 
a ; - (> A> CO oe -] ea , } e ee 39 , 
Mr. Luke presented the Caster, sponsor; Jack Mankamyer, captain. Back row: “Bud” Parsons, Chet 


trophy to M. T. Caster. He 


Baldwin. Not in picture: Leonard Van Horn. 
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Merle M. Hale 


Recent Appointments 


JOHN POTTER 


John Potter who has been appointed 
as manager at Louisville was first em- 
ployed as combination man at Platts- 
mouth in 1926. He has served as com- 
bination man at Ashland and Platts- 
mouth and as manager at Bennet. 


MAXINE BERRY 


Employed as cashier at Superior, 
January 1, 1929. 


FRED M. ADKINS 

In December, 1906, Mr. Adkins be- 
gan his employment with the Nebraska 
Telephone Company. Employed by 
Harvard Telephone Company from 
January, 1908 to February, 1911, the 
Sutton Company from 1915 to 1917 
as combination man. ‘Transferred to 
Stromsburg, October 23, 1917 and to 
York, November 4, 1917 and to Has: 
tings, April 1, 1929 as commercial 
agent, Hastings district. 


VELMA BAILEY 
Employed as operator at Superior, 
May, 1926, promoted to assistant chief 
January 1, 1929. 


J. S. JACKSON 

J. S. Jackson, who has been made 
commercial survey representative, has 
been assistant commercial service rep- 
resentative for the past year, and previ- 
ous to that had been in the construc: 
tion department. He began his tele- 
phone career in 1906. 


OPAL MICKISH 
Employed by Northwestern Bell 
Company October, 1926 to February, 
1928. In March, 1928 was employed 
at Hastings as toll operator and trans- 
ferred to Superior, January Ist as chief 
operator. 


MERLE M. HALE 

Mr. Hale has been connected with 
the Lincoln business office since 192). 
In his new capacity as methods sup- 
ervisor as he will have charge of the 
preparation of the Commercial Prac- 
tice, tariffs, and miscellaneous com: 
mercial engineering assignments. 


DEAN WALKER 
Employed in Lincoln as apprentice 
combination man in October 25, 1926. 
Made third class testboardman April 
i5, 1928. Transferred to Hastings 
December 1, 1928 as plant clerk. 
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Clyde Burge Appointed 
FFECTIVE March 1, 1929, Clyde Burge was 
k named Assistant Commercial Engineer on 
the staff of W. E. Bell, commercial sup- 
erintendent. The appointment was announced 
by Mr. Bell. 

Mr. Burge has been in the 
telephone business since 
1919. Prior to coming to 
our Company Mr. Burge 
spent two years in the Navy 
during the World War. He 
was first employed at Fair- 
bury as switchboardman. 
After serving as switch- 
boardman and testboardman, 
he was made manager. In 

Clyde Burge 1923 he was transferred to 

Columbus as manager of the 
Platte County Independent Telephone Com- 
pany. 

On February 1, 1927, Mr. Burge was ap- 
pointed Commercial Service Representative 
with headquarters in Lincoln, on the staff of the 
Commercial Superintendent. 


In his new position he will assist the Com- 
mercial Engineer in the preparation of rates 
and rate practices, commercial service and sales 
engineering, preparation of engineering data for 
franchises and numerous other duties. 

Succeeding Mr. Burge as Commercial Service 
Representative is J. S. Jackson who has had 
twenty-three years experience in the telephone 
industry. 


ok tk kk k *& 


Eight Reasons For Taking Out 
Life Insurance 
1. It is the surest way to prevent the house- 
hold loaf from being buried with the head of 
the household. 
2. It brings relief in time of bereavement 
and brightens the otherwise desolated pathway. 


3. It gives the permanence of an estate, or 
of a fortune to those depending upon their 
daily toil. 

4. It’s the safest of all investments, as it sur- 
vives the ruins of ordinary financial concerns. 


5. It furnishes a profitable use of funds, 
yielding, besides protection, better returns than 
most investments. 

6. It is a property not exposed to the de- 
mands of creditors, but protected by law for 
one’s heirs. 


7. It brings ready money just at the moment 
when it is most timely and welcome. 


8. It benefits the assured by promoting in- 
dustry and economy and prolongs life by re- 
lieving it from anxiety. 


Kk * *K sk A 


Colonel Lindberg Carries Her Mail 


Miss Lulu Wilson who is employed in our Sup- 
ply Department received one of the few letters 
carried by Col. Charles Lindbergh, when the 
airmail service from the Panama Canal Zone 
to the United States was opened. The letter 
was received from J. W. Lemmon who is an of- 
ficer on the U. 8. Battleship Saratoga. 

The mail was picked up from the ship Sara- 
toga and carried by Lindbergh from Balboa on 
into the United States to Miama, Florida, and 
then in the regular channels to Miss Wilson. 


district plant 


CA 


| C. V. Helm 1928. 


C. W. HELM 


Claude W. Helm was first em- 
ployed as a groundman at Syracuse 
on May 28th, 1928. On February 
11, 1929 he was appointed district 
plant clerk at Nebraska City for the 
Nebraska City district. 


W. J. McDOWELL 


Waldo J. McDowell, who is now 
clerk at Beatrice, 
having been appointed January 16, 
1929 was first employed as appren- 
tice combination man October 22, 


4 


W. I. McDowell 
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Our Booth At Industrial Show 
Features Equipment 


VERY interesting telephone exhibit was 
displayed at the Greater Lincoln Expo- 
sition, March 11th to 16th, in Lincoln. 

The exhibit which was arranged by A. B. 
Waters, local business office, Lincoln, under the 
direction of D. G. Bell, manager, consisted of a 
display of all the types of service which our 
Company sells, including the new cordless P. B. 
X. board and the new monophones. 


The Greater Lincoln Exposition is an annual 
affair sponsored by the American Legion, and 
our Company has prepared an attractive booth 
each year featuring different types of service. 


Attendants from the local commercial office 
Lincoln, were on duty each night to explain the 
equipment to the large crowds which visited 
the booth. 

Monophone color selection cards were given 
to the visitors to be filled out with the favorite 
colors for monophones. Over three thousand 
of these were turned in. 

Very favorable reaction resulted from our 
customers visits to the exhibit, and the tele- 
phone users appeared to greatly appreciate the 
willingness of our company to further acquaint 
them of the new types ot equipment and illus- 
trate and explain the facilities and service that 
are available for the added comfort and con- 
venience of the customers. 


at the Greater Lincoln Exposition, 


March 11-16. 


Our Company s booth 


First Aid Team Continues To Please 


February 18th the First Aid Team under the 
direction of Mr. Burke and introduced by J. A. 
McKinzie put on a very interesting demonstra- 
tion before a meeting of the Parent and Teach- 
ers Association at Bennet. After being intro- 
duced by Local Manager Geist, Mr. McKinzie 
gave a brief but very interesting talk about ac- 
cident prevention and first aid. Following Mr. 
McKinzie’s talk Mr. Burke and his team pro- 
ceeded with their work in such a manner as to 
practically hold an audience of nearly two hun- 
dred spell bound. 

An interesting side light to the program was 
the appearance of Joy Dobbs a member of the 
team. Joy graduated from Bennet High School 
twenty-five years ago, and it is needless to say 
that at the conclusion of the demonstration a 
veritable stampede descended upon Joy. Old 
friends and acquaintances eager to grasp his 
hand again. . 

The personnel of the team was Capt. Ray 
Misner, Howard Smith, Joy Dobbs, George 
Keith, Lester Pierce and Pep Saunders. 


A course of instruction in applied first aid 
was given Friday evening, March 15th to em- 
ployes of the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, employes of the C. C. Smith Index 
factory, and a number of guests, the class being 
held in the Index factory through the courtesy 
of Mr. Smith. In the afternoon the team ap- 
peared before the members of the Woman's 
Club and the High School assembly. The course 
was conducted by Mr. E. F. Burke, director of 
first aid and safety work for the Company. 

A complete demonstration of all bandages 
that are used in common first aid work was 
shown step by step so that the audience could 
get the most good out of it. 

Managers and several employes from Friend, 
Fairmont and Geneva attend the demonstration. 


ate ate ale 
oye is 4 


Please Notice 

Keeping The News list adjusted is no easy 
task. An office or department may have more 
employes next month than now; or, possibly 
fewer. The Editor has no easy way of knowing 
of these changes until it is too late to conform 
to the current demand. Consequently, some 
months there are departments receiving more 
copies of the magazine than is needed. Other 
departments do not receive enough copies to 
vo around. 

Heads of departments to whom News are 
sent for distribution will confer a favor if they 
will notify this office if more magazines are 
needed, or if too many are now being received. 
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Letters Praise Work of Employes 
MBUED with the “Spirit of Service”, em- 
if ployes strive to render the very best service 
possible and it is always encouraging to 
know that the public appreciates their efforts. 
The following letters express appreciation for 
service rendered: 

K. B. Cary, chief of service, Lincoln, received 
the following letter from L. R. Freadrich, of 
Freadrich Brothers Company, expressing appre- 
ciation for the service given after the Freadrich 
Grocery fire. 

“Please permit me to at this late date to thank 
you and your men for the prompt service rend- 
ered us at the time of our fire and also after 
that. 

“We certainly appreciate the service rendered 
us and with our many thanks, beg to remain.” 

Here’ another one from Montgomery Ward 
and Company, written by O. C. White, man- 
ager at Nebraska City, to George B. Arnold, 
local manager. 

“We acknowledge with thanks, the expres- 
sion of welcome by our company, which ap- 
peared in the Nebraska City News Press, previ- 
ous to the opening of our store in Nebraska 
City. 

“We wish you to know 
that this expression is fully 
reciprocated and that the es- 
tablishing of one of our mameomees 

¢ W onerven or ares 


Chain Stores in every town  [RsyRyReeeees 


carries with it our desire to 
affiliate in every way pos’ 
sible to bring more business 
and more people to your fair 
city, not only for our own 
good but to assist every 
merchant and business 
house in the town. 

“Many thanks for your 
thoughtfulness. | Numerous 
comments were heard from 
customers who also appre- 
ciated the courtesy shown 
by you.” 

BS Kk + * * 

Arthur Balderson, who 
has been a _ combination 
man at Beatrice for the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company has_ been 
elected manager of the 


im il a le ine li R, 
Ve) Be BS | 


Pole line construction and re : 
day conference at Nebraska City on March 1A, attended by all local managers 


New Switchboard At Edgar 
A CIVIC as well as telephone event took 


place at Edgar on Friday afternoon at 
3 p. m. when the new three position 
switchboard replacing the two position magneto 
board was placed into service. One _ position 
of the new switchboard will be used entirely 
for long distance traffic and the other two for 
local calls. The former arrangement of the 
switchboard was one position for local use and 
the other for local and long distance calls. 

Miss Horn, the traveling instructress and all 
of the operators were present. Mr. Jenkins in- 
quired, “when are you ready?” and Miss Horn 
answered, “right away.” And with that a suc- 
cessful cut-over was made. 

The chief operator, Mrs. Millie Beal, and the 
assistant chief operator were the first to operate 
the new board and they report No. 69 the State 
Bank of Edgar, as their first connection. 

The installation of the new board was made 
by Francis Darnold and Herbert Jenkins, under 
the supervision of J. Pugsley, Superintendent 
of switchboard installation all of Lincoln. - No 
plant work is contemplated at the present time. 

The Edgar exchange is under the manager- 
ship of J. L. Baxter. 
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Discuss Farm Line Repairs At Nebraska City 


pairs on rural lines was the theme of an all 


Odell Independent Tele.  ™ the Nebraska City district and farm line crew construction fJoremen. 


phone Company of Odell. 
He will take the place of 


General Plant Circular No. 137 issued by M. T. Caster, plant superin- 
tendent replacing Circular No. 134 was reviewed by R. H. Ojers manager of the 
Nebraska City district. F. E. Behm, attended the conference and in a@ brief 


Charles O. Thom: 
: S }, noman ren TP aly : ; ] ; : 
Mr ee _ talk outlined the purpose of the conference and pointed out the importance o} 


who recently resigned. 


our farm line construction program. 
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OBITUARY 


TITH the utmost regret we announce these 

deaths. To the bereaved families we extend 

the deep sympathy of the officers and employes 
of the Company 


Mr. L. C. Riker, father-in-law of D. H. Drier, 
manager at Gresham, passed away at his home 
in York recently. 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 
employes extend their sincere sympathy to 
Adella Kyckelhahn, service department chief 
operator, Lincoln, whose father died, Febru- 
ary 20th. 

Harry Schilling, combination man, service 
department, Lincoln, lost his mother who lived 
at Crete, on January 21, and his daughter-in- 
law, Mrs. Avon Schilling, wife of Dean Schil- 
ling former employe, who died March 12th at 
Lincoln. We extend a word of sympathy to Mr. 
Schilling. 

Employes of our Company extend their sym- 
pathy to Francis Ossowski whose grandmother 
passed away at her home in Beatrice, March 2nd. 


Charles Beal, husband of Mrs. Millie Beal 
who is our chief operator at Edgar, passed away 
at his home in Edgar, March ‘Sth. Our sin- 
cere sympathy is extended to Mrs. Millie Beal 
in her loss. 


First Aid Team At Fairbury 

On Thursday March 7th, the First Aid team 
gave a demonstration to the Kiwanis Club of 
Fairbury. The Fairbury manager, Charles B. 
Meshier, introduced the team in a short talk. 

The demonstration included the principles of 
applied First Aid, and mentioned the Safety 
First precautions. 

There were about fifty present, all of whom’ 
were much interested in the entertainment. 

The same demonstration was presented in the 
afternoon to 350 high school students at Fair- 
bury. 


Vocational Instructors Hear Caster 

On March 8, M. T. Caster, Plant Superin- 
tendent, was the principal speaker at a meeting 
of the Nebraska Vocational Guidance Associa- 
tion, held at the Grand Hotel in Lincoln. 

Mr. Caster in the course of his talk pointed 
out by the uses of various types of equipment 
several of the changes which have taken place 
in the telephone industry. 

As the conclusion of his talk, Mr. Caster out- 
lined to the instructors the preliminary prepara- 
tion necessary to fit young people for employ- 
ment in the various departments of the tele- 
phone industry. 

The Telephone News is pleased to announce 
that the May issue of the News will contain Mr. 
Caster’s address delivered before this group. 


April Service Anniversaries 


Those with less than five years service not included. 


Name Date Town 
Charles G. Bennett............... Ae TA had cele York 
Ws EE Co th a vaccreiceedbesceeee Ae DOG gcse teats, Beatrice 
We 3s eR ihe ee croreoeneees? pee. eee |) ten ones Lincoln 
| CR Sanam 5: 12s ee we 7 ts UN Cen ee Hastings 
Cecile: FH. Andersoii:.« iinkt.n4e Br lBi sic Lincoln 
Michael. Fy Be atiicsscscuscscesst PL OL Peceen eas Lincoln 
Bi. VE SEP SBE cc edgvercavancccas roe iy ane ore ones Lincoln 
H. W. Wheeler.............. .....4¢ 3-1897............ Lincoln 
Wallace “T.. Bachktis. wic3c: +2941 Bi ck Lincoln 
CR Aare ls) c. ee eee ee 7 a 0 1 eee ee ea Lincoln 
Altred G. Bakeries. ce 220 ce Lincoln 
| Pee > ee Bo hy | eee eee ees ye 2 |” Sec are Lincoln 
RK Pe ASCH: 2s sew, rs) Ct! Lincoln 
TeS6 ho. TRAE Stic ccs once PO ol 2 ee ee Lincoln 
Waa. E,.. Hassler nc ncicnd: 7 i CC: Soe Lincoln 
Alice Adella Kyckelhahn......4-12-20.....0.00000.... Lincoln 
Harry. M. Aimmermative.c.a. OD 2 Oeste enctta ce die Lincoln 
Charlie FT: FOr cis tee Ln C2 6: ones Lincoln 
Porth ame oie eee ee ee Oy ots is 8 reas Lincoln 
Cy DIAS Soo A ace et ¢, 0: een Ashland 
ae WW sk TROOROT ie cceaponiccnassers 4- 4-10....Beaver Crossing 
Paes 5 age: 5 toy 9 - ee ee ee MP VOD econ intent Wahoo 
Nels Peterson. ............0::0--200++ 4- 2-23......Nebraska City 
CF. A JOMMO Mc sixcxt cacaecn Seen ee 4- 1-04.......... Plattsmouth 
Pes. IRg) Hel Ween sitadiyosad eer BL TAVD: vsaversnnvnss Syracuse 
John H. Knaub.......... Eeseeee seek : Cee LY. Wane eee Hastings 


Cece 

Name Date Town 
Jolin “J, Brockitevets. .cetouns cig ep Eee eee Hebron 
Fic Eee, FEO veckecwdlnderertatens GWA crc Bascuuteads York 
Charles L. Millholen.............. AD 9+ 2D cccccniss ca David City 
(Bieta c el Oe GS: rr ae nee ee BALD A Biscics ociesoniunetves Polk 
Merle Dean Chamberlain...... 4-12-2400. Lincoln 
Rvde ls: PIeree nk curate BUG Gc sanconcosseas Lincoln 
Minrie Beachell sscccceicceie 4- 6-20.02 Lincoln 
Ana Novak iiccceccenke Bh VP DA sis ccst ian conus Lincoln 
Amelia: “K. Relithiccecscebecco acs 4-24-23 Lincoln 
ea eae OO Fg <a snl a Se eee Auburn 
Lallten: Ko Bader eset ete 4-19-17......Nebraska City 
Mrs. G. N. Silence................ 4-8-2400. Nemaha 
rene EVO DUS: cd ncentGoverceus tt: cad i co Semen Syracuse 
INCI AvB icin tens seec laa tos' 4- 9-23....Weeping Water 
Mrs: DL. F. Wirthelsc2. al Ue Case Cordova 
Pyiina ). SUAPSOM ss ccicapeverse Ae Ne ds Dorchester 
Mrs. Laura M. Wang............ 4-21-2400. Malcolm 
Bertha O. Schneider............ 4-16-19... Mead 
Mildred H. Gumbel.............. 4-17-19... Seward 
}lorence M. Arbogast............ - ane Cs be eee Carleton 
Mirsky JB YW iit tescccuvctasaeces se at. ae Gilead 
Ruth WCC ccc beech : Co Hastings 
Erma: CG, Brow wccocxtasdestecases BoD WANG obec csatucdess Sutton 
BEE? PAVE coeccin on Sena hae sae Ct Sane .. Exeter 
Mildred McPeck ......0...0000.... La Uy os Se eee Geneva 
Madge A... Young cccccccteecs same! Cs |. Seana Shickley 
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| Recent Changes In The Organization 


Traffic Department 


Ruth Bullock, “A” operator to toll operator, Wahoo. 

Grace Brooks, student to “A” operator, Auburn. 

Mae Anderson, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Erma Mayer, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Eita Griffin, relief operator to “A” and “L” operator, 
Geneva. 

Ethel Epp, employed as student, Fairbury. 

Ramona Harper, employed as “A” operator, College 
View. 

Velma Rockwell, student to “A” operator, Nebr. City. 

Marion Hensel, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Jean Piper, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Rosa Janda, student to line operator, Plattsmouth. 

Marjorie Isom, student to “A & L” operator, Hastings. 

Glena Tucker, employed as student, Hastings. 

Frances Johnson, student to “A” operator, Beatrice. 

Pearl Coatman, employed as relief operator, Elmwood. 

Ethelyn Jones, employed as relief operator, Dorchester. 

Alice Nichols, employed as relief operator, Dorchester. 

Mary Baird, employed as student, Fairbury. 

Gladys Payne, employed as student, David City. 

Lulu Toner, “A” operator, to line operator, Nebr. City. 

Helen Holepeska, ““A and T” operator, Tecumseh to 
Lincoln. 

Edna Ragin, student to ““A’’ operator, Tecumseh. 

Anita Calvin, student to “A’’ operator, Wahoo. 

Maude Carter, employed as chief operator, Yutan. 

Louise Ottnat, employed as ““A” operator, Nebr. City. 

Mae Anderson, student to rural and information op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

Mrs. Florence Baughan, rural to toll student, Lincoln. 

Ethel Behm, rural to toll student, Lincoln. 

Aileen Bryant, to toll student, Lincoln line. 

Marian Hensel, student to rural and information op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

Grace Miller, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Jean Piper, student to line messenger, Lincoln, 

Lula Rumery, rural operator toll student, Lincoln. 

Bessie Troyer, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Anna Sedoris, employed as student, Nebraska City. 

Alma Persson, desk operator, Omaha to “A” operator, 
Superior. 

Vernagene Lister, ex-operator from Chicago to “A” 
operator, Fairbury. 

Thelma Lee, employed as student, College View. 

Elizabeth Craig, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Mildred Huff, employed as student, Lincoln. 

Lillian Nichols, “A operator Nelson to Hastings. 

Nettie Ohm, employed as student, Ashland. 

Elsie Burkhardt, employed as student, Fairbury. 

Ethel Epp, student to “A” operator, Fairbury. 

Louise Schmidt, employed os student, Fairbury. 

Beulah Baschle, employed as student, Beatrice. 

Opal Jackson, employed as student, Beatrice. 

Bertha McDaniels, employed as student, Beatrice. 

Grace Smith, reemployed as “A” operator, Beatrice. 

Alberta Williams, employed as student. Beatrice. 

Gladys Payne, student to “A” operator, David City. 

Eunice Clark, employed as student, Geneva. 

Vivian Moist, employed as student, York. 

Lauretta Rowley, employed as student, York. 

Hazel Ruby, employed as student, Hastings. 

Helen Daniher, student to “A” operator, Hastings. 

Glena Tucker, student to “A” operator, Hastings. 


Plant Department 


Construction Department 


G. Clawson, employed as groundman. 

Albert Lillie, employed as groundman. 

H. B. Kimbrough, employed as third class lineman. 
F. Hamilton, employed as groundman. 

H. Bowling, employed as third class lineman. 


Service Department 


Frank J. Grattan, third class switchman transferred to 
commercial department. 

Wm. E. McDonald, Ist class combination man, trans- 
ferred to switchboard installer, supply department. 

W. T. Nyden, employed as third class combination 
man. 


Supply Department 


Rilla Troyer, employed as stenographer. 
Frank W. Norton, employed as apprentice shopman. 
L. L. Peckoris, employed as apprentice shopman. 


Beatrice District 


Mrs. Mollie McKnight, janitress, Table Rock, employed. 
Mrs. H. A. Crane, employed as janitress, DeWitt. 


Lincoln District 


H. F. Apking, Ist class combination man, toll wire 
chief's department, transferred as switchboard in- 
staller, supply department. 

Nebraska City District 


John Potter, Ist class combination man, Plattsmouth, 
transferred as manager, Louisville. 
Raymond Kinnison, employed as third class lineman, 


Nebraska City. 
Commercial Department 


Gertrude Snow, employed as clerk, Lincoln business 
office. 
Accounting Department 


Paul Eads, employed as plant clerk. 
Elvin T. Westerhoff, employed as plant clerk. 
Vivian Wass, employed as bookkeeper. 


a a a: 


Efficient Hello Girls 


Nebraska City News-Press: Telephone op- 
erators of the Nebraska City district have set a 
high record for completion of toll calls since 
the establishment of this district, leading the list 
for the entire Company. The record of the Ne- 
braska City district is completion of 97 percent 
of the toll calls filed in the exchanges. This 
record has kept the operators at the top of the 
company’s list. Records are kept of all toll 
calls at the exchange offices, Many are not 
completed because of failure to reach the party 
called. Much of the success in reaching a per: 
son by long distance depends upon the opera: 
tors. The record of the yperators of this dis- 
trict speaks well for their services. 
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Glen Mendenhall, Plattsmouth, not “on top of the world,” but among the clouds as seen from Lindy’s altitude; 

Frank Kuchera, combination man at Plattsmouth, on the alert for high water over the Platte, standing by the side 

of his “Henry.” Butterfield’s gang felling some “big ones” for toll clearance between Plattsmouth and Louisville. 
Twenty-seven of these were cut down in one stretch. 


ow that Spring, the In- 
N spiration of love lyrics, 

Goddess of unrest, the 
Awakener of memories and 
the Creator of dreams is with 
us again, there comes the 
usual feeling of unspoken re- 
bellion against the routine of 
work. 

The daily tasks that held our interests and affected 
our best efforts all during the winter months are apt 
to seem like drudgery as the spring fever gets into our 
spirits. 

But after all work is a pleasure—or a drudgery— 
just as we look at it. A great writer has said, “Drud- 
gery is as necessary to call out the treasures of the 
mind as plowing and planting is to the earth.” 


Telephone work is interesting to those who engage 
in it, because of its ever changing variety and because 
there is always before us the realization that we are 
serving a public need. 

So_as the robins announce the approach of spring 
the Construction Department office is hastening the 
final preparation for a big spring opening. It 1s 
planned to add one heavy construction crew and ad- 
ditional men to the present forces. Several districts 
are starting a number of farm line repair crews, the 
York district making the following report: With the 
continuance of good weather the repairing of the 
light rural lines at Bruno, Waco, and Polk will be 
started. 


ale ale 
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The annual program for tree trimming in the Con- 
struction Department was completed April 1, the work 
covering a period of more than three months with 


from one to three crews working on the job. In a 
number of places the trees, instead of being trimmed 
were cut down, property owners prefering this 10 
trimming. This method is becoming more popular 
with the farmers each year for the reason that it 
gives them additional land for growing purposes. 


The installation crew under the supervision of A. D. 
Harmon have completed the installation of the new 
subsets at Louisville. This work was in connection 
with the change of magneto to common battery. 


sk 


Foreman DeWolf and crew have been working on 
Estimate 2587 which covers the cost of replacing the 
C. O. E. and making outside changes incidental to re- 
locating the central office at Auburn, Nebraska. 


Plant Progress 
By Thad Cone 


Construction Department Dowell’s crew March 23, 


That first aid training is an 
important part of the service 
rendered to the public by the 
great army of Lincoln Tele- 
phone employes was demon- 
strated by Foreman Mce- 


1929. They were enroute to 

work when a car several hun- 
dred feet behind them seemed to get out of control and 
turned over three times throwing its occupants through 
the top and windshield. The telephone crew immediate- 
ly took the situation in hand and from their knowledge 
of first aid started to care for the injured people. 
While first aid was being rendered one of the line- 
men called the doctor and ambulance from Exeter and 
upon the arrival, the physician said that all the in- 
jured people had been well cared for. Mr. McDowell 
and his crew are to be commended upon the service 
rendered. It might be added that this is our banner 
crew, having had only three accidents in the past two 
years and a half, those being only minor accidents. 


A 
b <3 


Foremen Alldritt and Baldwin started work on the 
Dorchester Farm Line job which consists of repairing 
105 miles of light rural line. 


ste ate ate 
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Foreman E. L. Martin under the supervision of C. 
L. Peachman, toll wire chief, started the work on 
the Denton farm line job. 

Murdock rural line is to be repaired by Foreman A. 
B. Smith and crew. 

sk 

Foreman Cruickshank will handle the Colon Farm 
job. Earl Barger, the Mead Rural line repairs and 
Tamora is to be handled by George Miers and crew. 
These jobs are all being handled under the supervision 
of District Manager J. A. McKinzie. 


hk Be Kk ok k 


Miss Lulu Kloepper, stenographer in the construc- 
tion department is one of the early spring vacationists. 
She is spending the week of March 25 at her home 
in Clatonia. 


Foreman Moss and crew are busy repairing the local 
distributing plant of Ceresco and the toll line between 
Arbor Junction and Wahoo. It is expected that this 
work will be finished by the middle of April. 
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News From ‘The Exchanges 


ARCH 2 was a date that oc 
M casioned the celebrating of 
three birthdays, those of 
Emmaline Hein and Carrie Brown 
of Mr. Brewster's office and Huldah 
Gessner of Mr. Wood's office, Lin- 
coln. Carrie planned a party at 
her home for her two friends, tell- 
ing each that the party was for 
the other girl. On arriving they 
found it was a joint celebration and 
were surprised with gifts and 
favors. Carrie was surprised in her 
turn when she was presented with 
gifts, since she did not know any 
one was aware of her birthday. 
Following an_ eve- 
ning spent at playing 
bridge, a supper was 
served and each girl 
cut her own birthday 
cake. The table was 
decorated with green 
candles and St. Patrick 
trinkets. Aletha Polk 
was winner of the first 
prize at bridge. 


Qe | 
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Claude Helm, form- 


KS 


’ 


erly employed at i j ; WH 
Syracuse exchange, be- Wy 21 
gan his duties as Dis- YW" N A 


trict Plant clerk, at the 
Nebraska City ex- 


change, February 22. Clara Lock- 
a wood, Dunbar 
“dig- 


The employes at the operator 


Nebraska City ex- 
change entertained at 
a theatre party in honor of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. H. Ojers, Tuesday evening, 
February 19th. After the perform- 
ance at the theatre they returned 
to the exchange where refresh- 
ments were served. 
* * * 

Miss Edna Ragon has joined the 
Tecumseh telephone family at 
Tecumseh as relief operator. 


* * * 


Mrs. T. E. Longdon, wife of the 
Tecumseh manager is slowly recup- 
erating from a serious operation. 

ok +# * 


Miss LaVaughn Kitchen of the 
Lincoln traffic department was mar- 
ried February 16th to Charles 
Bushee in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
The marriage was to have been a 
surprise but news will leak out so 
before a day had passed every one 
was wishing the new bride happi- 
ness. 

i * # 

Mrs. Pearl Shreve and Miss 
Georgia Finnigan entertained at the 
home of Miss Finnigan at a mis- 
cellaneous shower February 26th, 


ging out.” 


honoring Mrs. Charles Bushee, for- 
merly LaVaughn Kitchen. The eve- 
ning was spent informally. Mrs. 
Bushee received many beautiful 
giits. 

Miss Elizabeth Firestine, messen- 
ger, Lincoln traffic department, re- 
signed early in March. Miss Fire- 
stine was married March 7th to Alex 
Kaiser of Omaha. The newlyweds 
will make their home in Omaha. 
The girls of the traffic depart- 
ment presented Miss Firestine with 
an electric waffle iron. 


Miss Dena Keil 
and Miss Effie Ahl- 
strom, Edgar oper- 
ators visited Fairfield 
office, March 8th. 


a 


EKola Haschenber- 


Y 
er, Dunbar, chief Yo 
operator-cashier. 

A beautiful pine eo. 


tree in front of Yi 


the Dunbar office 
after a February 
snow. 

Miss Margaret Grunewald spent 
the week end of March 24rd and 
24th in Lincoln. 

a 


Speaking of sore throats and arti 
ficial larynx, Daisy Wait, our chief 
operator at Bennet could certainly 
have used one the latter part of 
February. Daisy completely — lost 
her voice for several days, however 
she has again found her vocal 
chords and is doing nicely: 

* *k 

Miss Fredonna Jane Kuchera ar- 
rived at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Kuchera at Plattsmouth on 
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March 5, 1929 and has announced 
intentions of making her home with 
them in the future. Mr. Kuchera 
is a combination man at Platts 
mouth and we are all waiting for 
Prank to “come. back to’ earth” 
since the happy event. 


1 


* *k * 
Miss Eva Stutz, operator at He- 
bron, resumed her duties February 
14th after a three months’ furlough 
spent in Illinois. 
oo * * 
John Manners, manager at 


Wahoo and also fire chief of the 
fire department attended a banquet 
at Blair, March 6th which was 
given by the firemen of Wahoo. 

Miss Elna Lofquist, a former 
operator at Wahoo, has been sub- 
stituting, with Grace Schlater of 
Louisville, at the Yutan exchange 
during a change of operators. Mrs. 
Carter of Bridgeport is now the 
permanent chief operator. The 
building is being remodeled and 
painted and made modern through- 
out. 

* ok 

On February 14th, Miss Florence 
Schleuter entertained the telephone 
operators at Seward, honoring Miss 
Myra Gannon, toll op- 
erator, who has moved 
to Omaha. Upon ar- 
riving at the home of 
Miss Schleuter the 
guest of honor was 
surprised to find her 
fellow workers waiting 
to greet her. 

Many games were 
enjoyed and at a late 
hour, the hostess as’ 
sisted by her mother, 
. served a_ delicious 


Uy he lunch. Miss Gannon 
was transferred to 


Omaha, February 19th. 

Her many friends wish 

her happiness and suc’ 
cess in her new work. 

* OF 


Mrs. Fritzer, night operator at 
David City, is quarantined at home 
with her daughter, Lobrie, who has 
scarlet fever. 


Miss Gladys Payne has just been 
added to our force of operators 
at David City. 


Had quite an exciting time in the 
operating room at York the other 
dav. Three or four brand new 
pieces of furniture were received 
for the rest room and we almost 


LINCOLN 


had to shut up shop as all the girls 
were indisposed for the rest of the 
day. The novelty has worn off a 
little now and no further trouble 
is expected. Nevertheless the girls 
certainly appreciate the furniture. 


ale ale Vv 
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Mrs. Edna M. Stine, chief op- 
erator at Thayer has just finished 
a successful drive to raise funds for 
a radio for the children’s ward of 
the hospital for tubercular patients 
at Kearney. Mrs. Stine is chief op- 
ertaor at Thayer, and having two 
little daughters there is much inter- 
ested. The York weekly papers 
gave most wonderful assistance in 
the raising of nearly a hundred dol- 
lars. Our state hospital is really 
a most wonderful place and Kearney 
a fine town, but even at that there 
are sO many ways in which we can 
lighten the long hours there. Mrs. 
Stine wishes to thank all who have 
helped in this drive. 


’ ‘ 0 
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Verna Gene Lister was employed 
in the traffic department at Fair- 
bury on March 6th. 


* ok ok 


The day force of the Fairbury 
office enjoyed a line party at the 
Bonham theatre, February 27th, 
after which they returned to the 
office and were joined by the eve 
ning girls, spending the rest of the 
evening with games and a general 
good time. A dainty lunch was 
served before departure. They had 
the pleasure of having Miss Horn, 
chief instructress with them. 


. ‘ ' 
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When Miss McIntire and Miss 
Kircher appeared for work at the 
Nebraska City office. one morning, 
they were all dressed up in bright 
colored flowered smocks. Of course, 
everyone noticed them and made 


~~ 


two of Wahoos operators. 


Marie Stewart and Ruth Bullock, 
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bright remarks and compliments to 
the effect that they looked like 
Japanese girls. 

Mr. “Billy” Lant, who is em- 
ployed in the Plant Department re- 
marked, “Girls what time are you 
serving tea?” At the end of the 
day when a tray containing a nap- 
kin, glass of water and two lolly- 
pops were served h‘m, one of the 
girls remarked, “Mr. Lant didn't 
you say you wanted tea this after- 
noon?” He looked so stunned and 
so astonished that he could hardly 
talk. He finally answered, “I didn't 
say I wanted tea. I asked you when 
you were going to serve It. 


Ask Al Letellier the rest............! 


Ralph Wait, Lincoln Toll Test 
Boardman, spent several days in 
Omaha taking an advanced course 
in telegraph printer repairs and 
maintainance conducted by the 
American Telephone and_ Tele 
ceraph Co. Classes were held in 
the Telephone Building, Omaha. 


“ke 
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H. G. Peachman, Lincoln Toll 
Test Board, held a course of printer 
repairs and maintenance for the 
benefit of District Printer man from 


York and Beatrice. George. 


Mehuron attending from York and 
Harland Gillispie attending from 
Beatrice. 
x x 
The Fairbury office are boasting 
of new pink smocks. 


Miss Mary Abbott of Nebraska 
City spent Saturday afternoon, 
February 23rd in Lincoln. 


Miss Merna Howe and Miss 
Dorthy Rayles, operators at York 
spent a few days recently as relief 
operators at Beaver Crossing while 
the regular operators were being 
vaccinated for scarlet fever. 


Lincoln does not have anything 
on York, The City Beautiful, now. 
What with our own KGBZ broad- 
casting station and a brand new 
play house opening up the 12th of 
this month, the last word in up to 
date equipment including vitaphone. 
Come on up and spend a few days 
and we will show you a good time. 
Ask Lloyd Campbell and Claude 
Walker, they know. 


( 
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x * 4 

Miss Anna Seivers, chief operator 

at York. visited friends in Garland, 
Nebraska, March 10th. 


Miss Margaret  Bethscheider, 
chief operator at Hebron, was of! 


3 
s 


r 
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Above: Ethel Epp, new employe in 

the Fairbury traffic department. 

Below: Goldie Skidmore also of 
Fairbury. 


duty from February 19th to March 
Sth on account of illness. 
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Harry Branch, chief testboard- 
man, Hastings was a visitor at the 
Lincoln exchange while attending 
the N. E. L. A. convention recent- 
ly held in Lincoln. 


ale 
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Frank Norton has been employed 
us shopman at the warehouse. 

Harry Smith, mechanic in the 
garage at the warchouse, was re- 
cently operated on. The last re- 
port was that he was progressing 
nicely. It will be sometime before 
“Harry” will be able to return to 
his position, but in the meantime 
we hope he takes things easy. 

The garage at the warehouse is 
being painted with suitable colors 
to make it a real “daylight garage.” 

Frank Lutz, combination man, 
service department was the first one 
to take his 1929 vacation. Frank 
spent February 14th to 20th at 
home. 


We know spring must be around 
the corner as service department 
employes have tried the speed of 
their cars lately, and several have 
lad fines to pay. 


Harriett Mikkelson is the new 
operator at the Johnson exchange, 
having started to work the latter 
part of January. 


L. H. Pierce, installer, service de- 
partment, cut his eyeball, February 
25th when he came out of a base- 
ment at 21st and E, after doing 
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maintenance work on the telephone 
wire. The cut required three 
stitches to close, but is healing very 
fast. 


to at. te 
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Herbert Jenkins was at the tele- 
phone office in Johnson, doing 
work on the switchboard, recently. 

Business is good in the general 
repair shop at the warehouse at 
Lincoln. During the short month 
of February, a total of 673 desk 
stands were turned out, and 772 re- 
ceivers and 460 transmitters re- 
paired. 


Vacations are now 
in order in the Lincoln 
supply department. As 
yet no one in the de- 
partment has broken 
the ice with a first 
vacation, but as the 
monkey is reported to 
have said, “it won't be 
long now.” <A glance 
at the schedule ar- 
ranged shows August 
to be the most popu- 
lar month for the an- 
nual outing. This 
word seem to indicate 
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Miss Helen Moranville spent a 
week of her vacation beginning, 
March 11th, at her home in Guide 
Rock, visiting relatives and friends. 
Miss Moranville is employed in the 
Lincoln traffic department. 

A new toll class started in Lin- 
coln, Monday, March 4th. The 
members are Miss Lulu. Rumery, 
Ethel Behm, Aijlene Bryant and 
Mrs. Florence Baughn. Miss Helen 
Persell is the instructress 


Miss Lydia Kriegshauser, toll op- 
erator at Seward, whose birthday 


Guelker in Marysville, Kansas. Mrs. 
Guelker’s marriage came as a sur- 
prise to her friends in the traficc 
department. 


Miss Ina Anderson, local super- 
visor spent March 2nd and 3rd 
visiting friends in Fremont. She is 
employed in Lincoln. 


ate ate 
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Miss Artemise Smith “A” oper- 
ator at Polk attended the funeral 
of her grandfather at Battle Creek, 
March 16th. 
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was February 14th, was 
the recipient of many 
pretty and useful gifts 
from her telephone 


Miss Lettie Foster, 
cashier at Auburn, 
spent the week end of 
February 23rd in Sew- 


N friends. 


ed States 
great 


“Thanks 


that a majority of al- 
manacs predict a dry he ' 
August — we'll wait A bover: Mrs. Zo 
and see. Edna M. Stine, a 
* oe * chief operator at 5 
There has been Thayer. J ~~ 
quite an epidemic of Right: Ruth Z . 
scarlet fever in an Rodine, relief ‘A 
around Tecumseh, operator, Polk is fer, 
most of the cases bee as jolly as she Z 


ing of a light form  /ooks. 
and no fatal results 
at tihs place. 


Some of the Tecumseh operators 
has discarded galoshes for hip boots 
during this snowy weather—how- 
ever they are there every day. 


Miss Lulu Toner and Miss La 
Verne Sheridan of Nebraska City 
attended a play at the City Audi 
torium at Omaha several weeks ago. 

Miss Bernice Harper, relief op- 
erator at Bennet, recovered from a 
severe attack of quinzy and is now 
back at work with all her usual 
good nature. 

Miss Hazel Davis, assistant chief 
Gperator at Plattsmouth, has been 
transferred to the Pacific North- 
western Telephone Company © of 
Spokane, Washington, where she 
goes to make her home in the fu- 
ture. Before her departure she was 
entertained at several farewell par- 
ties given in her honor. Miss 
Davis’ place has been filled by Miss 
Jessie Fitch. 


Jessie Fitch, 
assistant chief 
operator at 
Plattsmouth, 


The telephone basketball team 
defeated the Nebraska Wesleyan re- 
serve team 35 to 18, March 2d. 


Miss Clara Shunk, chief operator 
at Friend, was off duty for several 
weeks in March to be with’ her 
father who is in the hospital. Mrs. 
Anna Houston is working relief, 


Miss Mildred Miller, P. B. X. 
operator in the Lincoln office, ap- 
peared at work in) March with a 
beautiful diamond adorning her left 
finger. It's taken for granted that 
Miss Miller is quite happy. 


Miss Helen Liebhart, Lincoln 


traffic department, was married 
Wednesday, February 27th to Paul 
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ard, visiting her moth- 
” er, Mrs. Mary Foster 


The traffic depart- and other relatives. 
ment at Seward are the * + #* 

proud possessors of a 
large map of the Unit- manager of Auburn, 
which IS a and Mr. Ojers, district 
convenience. manager at Nebraska 
‘S to Mr. Mc- City, were visiting the 
% Kinzie: | 
Seward girls. 


L. N. Corrington, 


say the various exchanges in 
their district the latter 
part of February. 

* * ES 

Miss Leta Brown 
has been away from 
her duties as operator 
at Fairbury telephone 
office the past few 
days on account of an 
attack of tonsilitis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. 
B. Meshier drove to 
Lincoln, February 17th 
and spent the day 
with friends. They 
were accompanied 
home by Mrs. Garvin 
of Lincoln, who spent 
several days at the 
Meshier home. 


Miss Ethel Epp resigned her po- 
sition at Lambert’s Cleaning & 
Dye Works February 16th and ac- 
cepted a position at the local tele- 
phone office. She began her du 
ties as telephone operator on Mon- 
day. 
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H. W. Taylor of the cable de- 
partment, John and Frank Back- 
strom, of the supply department 
were very pleasant callers at the 
Davey telephone office, March 17. 
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Bob Schouborg and his commit: 
tee of bug hunters kicked in with 
a swell smoker Wednesday evening, 
March 7th. between the hours ol 
7:30 and 12:30 at Hastings. There 
were about JO employes present 
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and the evening was spent playing 
cards and pushing chess men 
2round. About 9:30 a lunch was 
served. The club room commit- 
tee are as follows: Bob Schouburg, 
chairman: Earl Eichenour and Dean 
Walker. The event marked the 
opening of the new clubroom at 
Hastings. 


Mr. F. E. Behm, assistant plant 
superintendent, visited the Has- 
tings Exchange, March Sth. 


Roderick Andrews, R. A. Ander- 
son all of Lincoln, were in Hastings 
March 6th, making test of the new 
cable being installed there. 


* 


A meeting of the Hastings Safety 
First League was held Friday, March 
15th, at the Chamber of Commerce 
rooms. A picture showing the dan- 
gers of carbon monoxide’ was 
shown during the meeting. Mr. 
Becking, First Aid Instructor of the 
Central Power Co., gave a_ short 
talk on accidents and demonstrated 
the prone pressure method of arti- 
ficial respiration. Mr. E. F. Burke, 
First Aid Instructor of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Co., 
gave a demonstration of various 
bandages tied with a_ triangular 
bandage. About 50 employes were 
present. 
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Mr. H. W. Wheeler, construction 


Rien tn eer aches ra = Seed 
Above: Irene Snow and 
Blanche McCracken, oper- 
ators at David City. Be- 
low: Lena Hein, chief op- 
erator at David City. 


superintendent 


was in Hastings, Right: Gladys Page 


19. | 
March 19 and below; Pauline 
oe Haberman, toll opera- 
W. A. Rex- sors at York 


ford of Hast- 
ings, is the 
proud driver of 
a new Ford G4 -— 
truck. He says pe 
it is the only | Be 
one of its kind 
and will do any- 
thing other Liz- 
zis will do. We 


believe him. 


At Raymond 
and at ay 
the play “An 
Old. Fashioned Mother” 7 
was presented recently. 
The cast of the play at Ray- 
mond included Ed. Dulin 
our telephone manager at 
Raymond, as the county 
sheriff. The play was pre- 
sented in the High School 
auditorium, February 22. 

Alex Geist at Bennet 
took a prominent part in 
the play besides directing 
the entertainment. Mr. 
Geist has established a rep- 
utation for himself as a di- 
rector of entertainments. 
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“Another sample of splendid 
long distance service was shown 
Tuesday night, February 19, when 
Mrs. A. J. Shary, of Wilber talked 
to her mother at San Antonio, 
Texas. The call went through St. 
Louis, about thirty minutes being 
required to make the connection. 
Mrs. Shary heard her mother’s 
voice as distinctly, as though it had 
been coming from a telephone a 
few blocks away, and the ladies had 
a delightful conversation. 

Tuesday was the birthday of 
Mrs. Shary’s mother, which 
prompted her to make the call.” 


On March 21st, Mr. Garvin, man- 
ager of the theatres at Hastings, 
cave a theatre party for the oper- 
ators and the commercial girls. 
Nerly every girl attended the show 
sometime during the afternoon or 
evening. This was given in appre- 
ciation of the service rendered on 
the night of the special election for 
Sunday movies. 

* * * 

Mr. T. Caster, Plant Superintend- 
ent, was a Hastings visitor March 
19th. . 

L. M. Campbell, Directory Sup- 
ervisor, was a visitor at Hastings, 


March 18-21. 
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The two sons of 


_ Ae Beulah Mason, toll 
UYfZZ Nf operator at York are 


lively little fellows. Wendell, rid- 
ing in the express above, and Donnie 


Roy, below. 


Miss Grace Ellis, local operator 
at Beatrice who underwent an op- 
eration for appendicitis is reported 
getting along fine. She expects to 
be back on duty soon. 


Mss Nellie Pohlman of Beatrice 
spent March 28th in Lincoln. 


ale 
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Bertha Sharp, chief operator at 
Beatrice spent March the 24th at 
the home of G. A. Leonard where 
she visited Mr. and Mrs. C. W. 
Bartlett of Artesia, New Mexico. 
Mr. Bartlett was manager of Fair- 
bury Telephone Company for many 
years and also an former employer 


of Mis. Sharp. 
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During the stock campaign the 
Havelock girls chose sides, Miss 
Ruth Goslin, captain of one and 
Mrs. Eva Palmer, captain of the 
other. Mrs. Palmer's group being 
the losing side entertained the girls 
to a theater party at the Lincoln 
Theater and afterwards to the Cen- 
tral Hotel where they were served 
a three course luncheon. We wish 
to thank the losing side for their 
wonderful entertainment. 
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“Spring Fever” 


A subscriber from one of the 
farm lines called the operator in a 
small exchange out of bed about 
4:30 the other morning and wanted 
to know where the fire was. Upon 
being told that she had no knowl- 
cdge of any fire, the man insisted 
that there must be as the sky was 
all red and he was sure it must pe 
a big fire. He told the operator 
to wait while he looked again. And 
when he did the moon was high 
enough so he could tell the differ- 
ence between “moonshine” and 
fire. 


Information at the Fairbury of- 
fice answering a_ call, heard the 
pleasant voice of a lady saying “I 
want to talk to a man with pretty 
blue eyes, my husband calls him 
“Charlie” and I think he works for 
the Telephone Company.” For oth- 
er information ask Chas. B. Meshier. 

One of our managers received 
this letter which goes to show that 
there are many different ways of 
saying the same thing. His letter 
refers to the setting of the neces’ 
sary poles for the construction of 
a rural extension to furnish service. 

“Tam willing to pay the $25.00 
bonus, so you can stand it up. I 
will pay you just as soon as you 
will stand it up.” 


Here’s One on a York Operator 


The Polk office is a tributary of 
York, and consequently handles 
many of their toll calls. Recently 
they had a call to Haxtun, Colo- 
rado on which there was consider 
able delay. 

Finally the York operator called 
back, “Say is Haxtun, Colorado in 
Nebraska?” 
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On January 19th a new subscrib- 
er called the Lincoln service board 
and asked what the price of the 
telephone was when two _ business 
men used it and talked gently 
over it. 


A subscriber called the service 
department and said the telephone 
shocked him to death, and as he 
was very modest, would they please 
fix it? 
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Three girls in the local commer- 
cial office at Lincoln received New 
Year's greeting cards from May 
Marks, on March 25th. 

In an interview with Miss Marks 
today by a News reporter it was 
learned that she has her Valentines 
about ready to mail now. 


A Carbon Copy 


A colored lady on a rural line 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia, while 
talking to her dearest friend over 
the telephone, said, to the amuse- 
ment of others on the line: “Dat 
baby of you’s am de puffect image 
of his fathah.” 

“Yes,” answered Mrs. Johnson, 
“he am a reg lar carbon copy.” 


Seward operator: Number please? 

Subscriber: One twenty-eight 
and a half. 

Operator: What number please? 

Subscriber: Oh! Excuse me, I] 
was giving you the market! 


Operator: Number please? 

Subscriber: What time does the 
next train go west? 

Operator: (Excitedly) Wait a 
moment, I'll see if I know! 


A rural subscriber on the Wahoo 


Title Contest Still 
Open 

In last month’s issue we 

offered a splendid prize for 


the best title to this page of 
telephone stories. 


As this magazine goes to 
press, we report that there 
have been a number of sug- 
gestions, but we are confi- 
dent that there are many 
folks in our territory who 
would like to submit titles 
yet. So we are holding the 
contest open for another is- 
sue, and temporarily titling 
our page, “Spring Fever.” 

Send in your’ telephone 
jokes for this page. True 
tales that carry a laugh which 
other telephone folks will ap- 
preciate. 
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exchange had asked for the station 
“Ithaca” which is one of our free 
service tributaries. On being told 
that the line was busy, he said. 
“Please call me when it is empty.” 


Subscriber to operator, “Infor- 
mation box, please.” 

When the information operator 
answered the subscriber asked how 
the prize fight at Omaha came out. 
On being told that we had not 
heard about the fight, he remarked, 
“Well, I thought the information 
box knew everything.” 


The other day one of the sub- 
scribers at Geneva called in and 
wanted the Depot. She was im- 
mediately referred to the informa- 
tion desk and when asked which 
depot was desired, stated that she 
wanted the one going to Fairmont. 


York—Party desiring to call 
lome from York to Osceola was 
requested to drop in her money at 
the booth when the called party 
had been secured and said, ‘““Never 
mind, I just wanted to tell them I 
was on my way home.” 


The Chief-Operator in one of 
cur smaller exchanges, was in the 
grocery store doing her morning 
shopping. The store not being 
crowded she was visiting with the 
clerk. Two gentlemen came in. 
One of them asked the clerk in a 
very confident voice, “Where's 
your telephone?” 

Ringing the operator, he asked 
for a nearby town. After much 
hesitation he gave the operator his 
tame and number in the nearby 
town where he owned the county 
right. After being sure to have the 
right party on the line, he handed 
the telephone to the other gentle- 
man saying, “Hurry before she 
catches you.” 

Every one in the store looked at 
the chief-operator with amusement 
in their eyes. She waited patient- 
ly for him to finish his talk, then 
stepped up to him saying, “I am 
the chief-operator, and you owe me 
for that call please.” The expres 
sion in their eyes was really funny 
and the man paid the call without 
dispute. 
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Just back from a Midnight trip 
to the Telephone Downstairs 


N©& man enjoys a_ barefoot 

obstacle race against time 
downstairs and through fur- 
nished rooms. And there’s no 
good reason for such night-time 
exercises when one is half asleep. 


Any man can have the service 
of an extension telephone at his 
bedside for afew cents a day. 
Extension telephones can be in- 
stalled wherever they will add 
to home comfort and conven- 


ence. 


Extension Telephones Cost 


Extension telephones of 
either hand or desk type 
can be obtained for use in 
bedrooms. They can be so 
arranged or located as to 
harmonize effectively with 
the furnishings of any room. 
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Summer Days 


Oh, Skinney, cut a pole and tie your string— 
There's crappie in here an’ everything; 
Mud-cats, too, and I don’t doubt, 

Mebbe there’s some big ole trout; 

Hurry Skinney, you’re always late; 

Makes no dif’ if pole ain’t straight. 

Hurry Skinney, Jiminee crout, 

‘Fyou don’t hurry, you'll lose out. 


~-A. S. Workman. 


The photograph for our cover 

through the courtesy of The Me- 

Kelvie Publishing Company of 
Lincoln, 


A Magazine Issued Monthly at Lincoln, Nebraska by and for the Employes of the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 


Lincoln Telephone News 
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Editorial Ring-offs 


nished through the courtesy of the Mc- 

Kelvie Publishing Company. Incidentally 
this organization prints the Lincoln Telephone 
News. 


ie: photograph used on the cover was fur- 


After reading a sign in a drug store window 
recently which told that one bottle of their 
famous spring tonic would eliminate that tired 
feeling, we wish to pass on to the readers of 
the News our own recipe. We guarantee that it 
will cure or you can get your money back. If 
you are in doubt as to the cure, try it for two 
weeks, and then let us know. 


The best spring tonic 
That one can take 
Is a fifty foot garden 
And a five foot rake. 
Some one has suggested that we dedicate these 
four lines to all of our golfers and tennis players. 


During the past week a gentle reader of the 
News commented on Page One of our magazine. 
During the course of our conversation we stated 
our reasons for the idea. Here they are: It 
really is a sort of a menu card or a table of con- 
tents—to tell you what you're going to get in the 
the rest of the book with perhaps a few remarks 
as to why you will probably be interested in a 
particular article or story. We hope you like 
Page One. 
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There is no standing still in the telephone in- 
dustry. Fifty-three years ago there was no tele- 
phone. Today through the refinements and 
the new applications of the telephone art we 
are doing our part in helping to extend the 
services to all mankind. This has not come 
about by luck but rather by a systematic re 
search. In this issue appears in full, the address 
delivered by M. T. Caster, plant superintend: 
ent before the Nebraska Vocational Guidance 
association. We suggest that the article be read 
carefully as it contains a wealth of splendid in- 
formation for all of us. 


And now added to the many services we 
have helped to develop the past few years, 
comes another new service to the public— 
“Where To Buy It.” There appears in this is- 
sue an article on the subject “We Sell National 
Trade Marks.” Here again is an opportunity for 
all of us to avail ourselves of the information 
and facts regarding this new and helpful serv- 
ice that we may carry the story to our patrons. 


If there be any who doubt the value of First 
Aid training let them glance over the article 
about Foreman Frank McDowell and his con- 
struction crew. Incidentally we wish to call 
your attention to that portion of the article 
which contains a statement from the doctor 
who attended the accident victims after the crew 


had administered First Aid. 

* k * 

There's a lot of interesting information about 

telephone folks. Starts on page twenty-one. 
ok ok bod 

We discovered a telephone man recently who 

didn’t know the meanings of several of the 

codes which appear on the back of a toll ticket. 

If there are any others, they can secure the in- 

formation from the article on page five in this 


issue. 


In our April number we stated that this is- 
sue would contain an article on the importance 
of the telephone industry to the apple industry 
of southeastern Nebraska. Because of the im- 
mense amount of material at hand we are unable 
to publish this story until the next issue. 

tO oe 

We call your attention to a change on the 
page which has been captioned Organization 
Changes. Effective with this issue only promo- 
tions and transfers will be published. 
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Hastings recently installed their five thou 
sandth telephone. On page nine there is an ac- 
count of how the Hastings crowd put it across. 

For the many kind comments on our April 
number the News staff offers thanks. 
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Changes In Telephone Industry 


Excerpts From An Address Delivered Before a Meeting 
of Nebraska Vocational Guidance Association by 
M. T. Caster, Plant Superintendent 


N presenting this subject on the communica- 
| tions industry, I shall attempt to briefly call 
attention to a few of the changes which 
have taken place in some of the most important 
divisions of the industry. 

The first word ever spoken over a 
distance beyond the sound of the 
human voice was spoken by 
Alexander Graham Bell, the 
inventor of the telephone, on 
March 10, 1876 — 53 years 
ago. 

There is now a tele- 
phone in nearly every 
American home and 
place of business, a total 
of 20,000,000, employ- 
ing in the industry, 
nearly 400,000 persons 
and more than two and 
one-half billion dollars. 

You will readily ap- 
preciate the speed at 
which changes have 
taken place, and with 
2,000 trained engineers 
with 2,000 helpers in 
one laboratory, devoting 
their entire time and 
ingenuity to research 
and development, there 
is no indication of stag- 
nation in the matter of 
changes. 


isfactory. However, with the increased impor- 
tance of telephone communication in the busi- 
ness and social life of all the people, depend- 
ability of service is essential and fire proof build- 
ings, specially arranged for protecting the 
equipment and providing for the 
needs and comfort of employes, 
are required. Even the location 
of these buildings requires a 
careful study of present and 
prospective development 
centers, sanitation, noises, 
and many other factors, 
because whereas a few 
years ago a few hundred 
telephone lines con- 
verged into one build- 
ing, there are now many 
thousands thus centered. 


Engineerin g—Switch- 
boards 


Formerly the number 
of telephone lines con- 
nected through one 
switchboard was so 
small that they could 
readily be terminated 
within reach of one op- 
erator and the number 
of connections did not 
exceed one operator's 
capacity. Modern de- 
velopment requires the 
termination of as many 


Organization and The cameraman snapped Mr. Caster in a medita- $6 "LO O0G: lines GH one 
Financing tive mood as he inspects a telephone used in 1880, eae . 
“To think,” he said, “that this curious thing was used switchboard with a re- 


My previous state ft carry on conversation, 


ment regarding the use 
of more dollars than any 
individual could count in a lifetime, is sufficient 
to convince you that the individual who 40 
years ago could organize and finance telephone 
service, now faces a problem requiring the com- 
bined capital of several individuals. — 
Engineering—Buildings 

Formerly any building large enough to house 
the small switchboard, and provide space for the 
employes in some fashion, Was considered sat- 


this model to the present day monophone.” 


It seems a far cry from sulting traffic which re- 
quires the combined ef- 
forts of more than a 
hundred operators, each of whom must be able 
to connect any one of the group of lines which 
she answers to any line in the entire | ),OO0 
group. 


There has also been developed automatic or 
machine switching equipment which enables 
the subscriber by manipulating the dial on his 
telephone instrument to establish any desired 
connection without the aid of a telephone opera- 
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tor. The development of this equipment, and 
means for interconnecting between machine and 
manual equipment, has complicated switchboard 
engineering. 
Engineering—Sub-Station Equipment 

When you compare the huge unwieldly trans- 
mitter used in 1884 with a modern transmitter 
you will gain some notion of the changes which 
have taken place in that part of telephone ap- 
paratus which the layman charges with all the 
mishaps in the service. 


Engineering—Distribution Plant 

In the early days of telephone development, 
distribution plant consisted of pole lines sup- 
porting wires. This plan was fairly satisfactory, 
although service was subject to many interrup- 
tions due to weather conditions on account of 
the exposure of the conductors supported on 
poles. As the industry developed and the num- 
ber of lines in a city increased, they became 
more or less of a nuisance on the streets be- 
cause they interferred with the operation of fire 
ladders in addition to being unsightly. Modern 
distributing plants are engineered so that wires 
are carried through lead covered cables most of 
which in the larger cities are installed under 
ground in special conduits provided for the 
purpose. Each individual wire is covered with 
paper to separate it from its neighbors and as 
many as 2,424 wires are grouped and placed in 
one cable slightly less than three inches in -di- 
ameter. This number of wires, if supported on 
pole lines, would require a hundred wires on 
each side of every street between the Burling- 
ton Station and the Rock Island.Station in Lin- 
coln and there would still be a surplus. 


Engineering—Long Distance Lines 

Modern long distance circuits are engineered 
to consist of two wires in each physical circuit 
and these circuits are so grouped as to carry 
more than one message per circuit simultaneous 
ly. With equipment similar to that used in 
radio amplification connected properly to each 
end of long distance telephone circuits, they may 
carry simultaneously as many as eight separate 
communications on each physical circuit. This 
arrangement is known as carrier or wired wire- 
less service. Also, long distance lines are 
equipped with special apparatus by means of 
which the voice current is amplified at frequent 
intervals which facilitates satisfactory transm1s- 
sion. With the aid of radio, satisfactory com 
munication is now available between civilized 
communities in nearly the entire world. 

Secrecy is insured in these radio messages by 
scrambling the voice vibration bands, so that 
when “Company” is spoken into the transmitter 
it is transformed to “Crinkanope” for radio 


transmission, and unscrambled at the district 
station to “Company” again. 

Those who have heard a demonstration of 
overseas telephone communication may be justi- 
fied in placing the Tales of the Arabian Knights 
in the realms of reason. 


Construction 


The telephone industry has from its inception 
used a large number of poles upon which to sup- 
port its wires. The erection of these poles was 
accomplished by excavating the holes by hand 
labor, erecting the poles with the strength of 
human hands, and in general following methods 
which may have been old at the time of the 
construction of the pyramids. Recent develop- 
ment of machinery has made it possible to em- 
ploy engine power for digging holes and erect- 
ing the poles in the holes. 

Telephone cables in which many wires are 
grouped were originally attached to poles above 
ground. Now many of them are consolidated in 
underground subways and others, which are 
provided with steel wire armor similar to that 
used on submarine cables, are laid directly in 
the earth. Combined ditch digging, cable lay- 
ing, and ditch filling and tamping machines 
eliminate hand labor almost entirely. 


Soliciting Telephone Subscribers 


During the early years of telephone develop- 
ment, a telephone solicitor was simply an order 
taker whose notion of proper performance con- 
sisted of placing as many business and residence 
telephones as possible regardless of how well 
the equipment furnished met the actual needs 
of the subscriber. Soliciting telephone service 
now consists principally of analyzing the sub- 
scriber's needs by making a careful survey of 
his residence or his business establishment for 
the purpose of determining what telephone 
equipment will serve him best and where it 
should be located; also, the kind and amount of 
intercommunication which he may require. 

Directory Preparation 

The first telephone directory published listed 
the names of the subscribers in alphabetical or- 
der and indicated the numbers assigned to their 
respective telephone lines. No addresses were 
given and there was no indication of a person's 
business or professional occupation. Modern di- 
rectory preparation involves, first, a compre: 
hensive explanation of how telephone service 
can be used to the best advantage; second, al- 
phabetical listing of all subscribers showing the 
telephone numbers at which each subseriber 
may be reached and whether the telephone 1s 
located in his residence or place of business, and 
if in a business establishment some indication 
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of the nature of the business. There is also 
provided a classified business directory. 


Switchboard Operation—Local 


Several years ago the local telephone opera- 
tor faced the problem of connecting together 
any two of a group of from twenty-five to per- 
haps one hundred subscribers’ lines. When she 
received a signal, she mumbled something 
which sometimes sounded like ‘trubber” and 
after establishing the connection dismissed the 
matter from her mind. Local operators now 
answer from eighty to two hundred subscribers’ 
lines and on the larger switchboards are re- 
quired to establish connections between any one 
of these lines and any other of the 10,000 
which may appear within her reach on the face 
of the switchboard. When she receives a signal. 
she is trained to answer in a clear, pleasant 
voice, “Number, please” and after she has re- 
ceived the number acknowledges it by saying, 
“Thank you” and, whereas under original oper- 
ating methods she established sometimes as high 
as three hundred connections between sub- 
scribers in a day, operators now establish that 
many connections in one hour on busy switch- 


boards. 


Switchboard Operation—Long Distance 

Formerly, when a patron desired to communi- 
cate with a person in some distant town. he 
called the long distance operator who required 
him to give his name, his address, and his tele- 
phone number, together with the name. ad- 
dress, and telephone number of the desired 
party. After receiving and recording this in- 
formation, the originating operator established 
a connection with a distant operator and passed 
all of this information which was recorded at 
the terminating office, after which the lone dis- 
tance connection between the two towns in- 
volved was disconnected. The terminating Op- 
erator then proceeded to try and find the de- 
sired party and if successful re-established the 
long distance connection between the terminat- 
ing and the originating offices and the originat- 
ing operator then began her search for the per- 
son who originated the call, who some times 
had become impatient at the delay and had left 
his residence or place of business. 

Under present day methods, when a person 
desires to communicate with any one in a dis- 
tant city, he calls the long distance operator 
identifies himself briefly and requests connec: 
tion with a person or telephone number in the 
distant city and in nine cases out of ten he is 
asked to hold the line while the connection is 
immediately established. 


Public Relations 
A number of years ago the attitude of cor- 


porations toward the public sometimes merited 
criticism. Telephone companies were not al- 
ways immune. Some of them attempted during 
the days when free passes were popular to main- 
tain their friendly influence in the community 
by granting special and free service conces- 
sions to a few business or political leaders while 
giving scant consideration to other members of 
the community. A vast change has also oc- 
curred in the attitude toward the public. The 
subscriber is now the master, the telephone cor- 
poration and its employes the servants, and the 
merest wish of the subscriber now receives very 
prompt and careful attention. The larger tele 
phone companies maintain a complete depart- 
ment with specially trained and competent sup- 
ervisors who devote their entire attention to di- 
recting the performance of the entire telephone 
organization so that every act of the telephone 
company, or its employes, may be pleasing to its 
subscribers and the public. 


Requisites for Meeting the Changing Conditions 


Mr. Bickley of the Northwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Organization told us in our Omaha meet- 
ing last month what the telephone industry de- 
sired in the way of preliminary preparation to 
fit young people for employment in the various 
departments of the telephone industry. He sum- 
marized those requisites by saying that the per- 
son who was equipped and trained to become 
a good useful citizen would make the most de- 
sirable type of telephone employe. From the 
facts I have presented regarding the various ac- 
tivities and changes in telephone organization 
and practice, which are constantly going on, 
you will readily see that special training, which 
may equip a young person when he leaves school 
for taking up a certain activity in the telephone 
industry, would not suffice to make that per- 
son an efficient employe over a term of years, 
because of the constant study necessary to en- 
able each to keep in step with the changing 
conditions. I would, therefore, summarize the 
requirements of a graduate from our schools, 
who expects to enter the telephone industry, as 
follows: 


A clean, healthy body; a well balanced mind 
trained in how to study, and determine between 
fact and fancy; a person who is willing to con- 
tinue his studies; above all a person who has 
learned through contact with other individuals 
a proper respect for the rights of others, as well 
as himself; and an ability to make and retain 
friends. [ am sure that any person who has 
these qualifications and is willing to apply his 
talents diligently will make a suitable and valu- 
able employe in the telephone industry. 


Lad 
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Every Code Has A Meaning All Its Own 


Traffic Department Uses Them To Speed 
Long Distance Service 


the word code is, “A system of words or 
symbols used to represent words, used for 
secrecy or brevity.” 

The use of codes in human communication 
is an ancient practice and has been more or 
less shrouded in mystery. Code or cipher writ- 
ing was originally used by mili- 
tary commanders and 
diplomats in sending im- 
portant messages so dis- 
guised as to be understood 
only by those to whom 
they were sent. 

Early in maritime history 
communication at sea was by 
shouts—later a code system 
of flags hoisted on masts con- 
veyed the messages. 


Many a stirring tale has 
been written around the code 
system of the American Indian 
as he relayed the smoke signals 
from hilltop to hilltop by puffs 
of smoke as the lookout raised 
and lowered his blanket over the 
smudge, announcing the ap- 
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they desired to see the record of some of 
their toll calls, the clerks at the business office 
produced the original “ticket,” and the subscrib- 
er would see in pencil writing the code used, 
for instance, by the operator to indicate that 
he asked to talk with “anyone who can talk 
business” reduced by code “ab.” In case he 
had said “anyone will do,” the code “ay” 
appeared in the space. 
When two or more operators are work- 
ing together on the same call, as is some- 
times necessary, they 
speak to each other in 
code and save both time 
and effort. When your 
operator is heard saying 
“ag” to a distant operator 
she means “try again.” The 
origin of the code is ob- 
vious; in the case of “ag,” 
the first two letters of the 
word are used. 


Bc ere 


After your operator has 
reached the city or town 
where your call terminates and 
has asked for the desired num- 
ber and you hear the letters 
“by it means that the line is 
busy. 

“Da” means that the called 


i 


the operators of those particue the hour the line was busy and telephone, “does not answer. 
lar lines of work. A set of « two minutes after the report Another condition that might 


symbols have been invented, or 
a combination of letters arranged which en- 
able one to condense information or instruc: 
tions and transmit with the briefest possible 
space of time. 

The long distance telephone operators have a 
system of codes too but there’s nothing secret 
about them, and these codes are standard in 
every section of the United States. Any long 
distance operator stepping to a position to re- 
lieve the girl on duty, can glance at the tickets 
at that position and instantly understand the 
nature and the status of each one of the calls. 
These codes have been adopted from time to 
time as the need has arisen, so they are by 
no means a new ‘dex, Fven before subscrib- 
ers were requested to hold the line while the 
call was being completed they became fa- 
miliar with certain of the codes used. When 


qvGS Beuelts delay a call is that all circuits tc 


the distant point are in use. The operator dis- 
misses the waiting subscriber by saying, “We 
will call you,” and enters the code, “ne no 
circuit available.” 

Dozens of other codes are used by the oper: 
ator, but are seldom, if ever, heard by waiting 
subscribers. These codes are used on the rev 
verse side of tickets on which a particular per 
son has been called, and cn which completion 
is delayed by one of the many poss‘ble reasons. 

For example if the called party has no tele- 
phone, the operator, when giving the re 
port to the party who has placed the call, of- 
ers to send a messenger to address given. While 
talking, she has written the code, “nf”—“no 
telephone listed.” If the calling party desires 
the messenger sent, the operator makes the nec’ 
ul 


essary arrangements and enters the code “mg, 
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abbreviation of messenger. Other codes used in 
connection with the handling of messenger calls 
are “bnr’—messenger not returned, and “pn” 
—party notified to come to telephone. 


“Cf” indicates “cannot find.” “Lf” is that 
exasperating code, meaning that the called party 
“has left the telephone.” 


“Cov” on an uncompleted toll ticket indi- 
cates to the ticket operator, who puts through 
delayed calls, that this call has been “covered” 
by another call. When the original operator 
called the calling subscriber back, he gave her 
the information that he had already talked, and 
she wrote “cov” on the ticket. When the night 
force sort the tickets, two will be found on this 
one call, which indicates to the people rating the 
ticket that only one ticket should bear charges. 

“Col” means “collect at the called point,” and 
“OK Col” means that the called subscriber will 
pay the charges. “T & C” means that the sub- 
scriber who placed the call requested a report 
of the time and charges. The operator in order 
to remember that the subscriber has asked for 
charges, puts a tiger clip on the subscriber's cord 
near the plug. When the conversation is over, 
she sees the clip and rings the subscriber and 
advises charges. Then she draws a circle around 
the amount to show that she has done as re- 
quested. 


“Wh” means ‘we have” the calling or called 
party. “Wt” means “will talk.” A code fre- 
quently used is “lw,” meaning “leave word.” 

“Od” meaning “out of order” is fairly fa- 
miliar and “Ok” is universally understood for 
“"eOTteCt,.” 

“Un” stands for “unknown.” 

The codes are used singly and in combina- 
tion, either when spoken or written. The re- 
verse side of a toll ticket on which appears the 
codes “ud Green wt” tells the story that the 
person answering the called telephone did not 
know whether White (the called party) would 
be there today but that he (Green) would take 
the message. 

The class of service furnished is indicated by 
one of the written codes, “E,” “N,” “P” and 
“R.” The code “E” means evening, station- 
to station, “N” is the code for “night, station 
to-station, and the letter ““P’” means “person- 
to-person. ~“R” is the code set down for “re- 
port charge.” No marking for the class of call 
appears on the many toll tickets which are in- 
tended to be “Station-to-station, day rate.” 

Just one more code——deliberately left to the 
last, because it has last place anyway and be- 
cause it is so heartily disliked by all operators 
is “ca.” It is the death knell to an alive and 
hearty toll ticket. It means “cancelled.” 


Company Adopts New Equipment 
Designed By Barney 


EORGE BARNEY, assistant general store- 
(5 keeper, Lincoln, recently designed a 

pocket size installer’s and troubleman’s 
tone test, that has been adopted as standard 
equipment by our Company. 


This new piece of equipment replaces the 
tone test which was a large cumbersome box 
shaped affair with a dry cell attached with 
straps. The new tone test is installed in a small 
black metal container. The current is supplied 
by a flash light battery. This new tone test is 
much more convenient to handle and has a 
greater degree of efficiency. 


This tone test equipment comes as the de- 
velopment of an idea which Mr. Barney, Mr. 
Huddleston, warehouse foreman, and others at 
the warehouse have been discussing for some 
time. A need for a simple convenient piece of 
equipment has been long felt. 

The tone test is made up at the warehouse 
and is being placed in service rapidly. First 
placed in service in January, it is estimated that 
a hundred will be in use shortly. 


Above: George Barney, assistant general storekeeper, 

of the Lincoln warehouse, who designed the new tone 

fest equipment at the right, which replaces the cumber- 
some box shaped affair (shown at left.) 
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Foreman Frank McDowell's construction crew, skilled in First Aid work. 


“No One Could Have Done Much Better” 


Said the Doctor. Frank McDowell's Crew Renders 
First Aid to Accident Victims Near Exeter 


playing the role of a First Aid squad, 

but that is just what a Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph crew under Foreman McDowell 
did on the morning of March 23rd when a 
model “A” Ford sedan rolled into a ditch with 
a car load of Carleton, Nebraska folks three 
miles east of Exeter, Nebraska. 

All five occupants — Mrs. Walter Lichty, 
driver, and Miss Stella Fegesack, John Hoffert, 
Allen Lambert and Desley Taylor—were thrown 
clear of the wreck as the car made two com- 
plete turns, and all were injured. 


O> seldom thinks of a construction gang 


The Carletonians were motoring to Omaha 
and were skimming along the highway when the 
company truck and a new Ford roadster sudden- 
ly came into the picture. All three cars were 
going east along the D. L. D. with each succeed- 
ing caring car gaining on the machine ahead. 


As the roadster started around the truck, the 
driver slowed up just a little and the driver of 
the sedan, slammed on the brakes to avoid a 
crash. This started the sedan swaying and it 
swerved down into the ditch, climbed back onto 
the road and rolled into the ditch on the right 
hand side as the driver cramped the wheels in 
an effort to regain control. 

One of the crew witnessing the accident de- 


scribed it by saying, “People kept flying out 
and I wondered how many were in the car.” 

Miss Stella Fegesack suffered a broken shoul- 
der and the others received severe bruises and 
cuts and numerous minor injuries. 

With a Pyrene fire extinguisher the crew 
doused the fire that had caught on the engine 
and Mr. Wenscote, assistant foreman of the 
crew, climbed a pole and with the aid of a “tap 
set” notified Exeter of the accident. In a very 
short time P. R. Farmer’s ambulance and Dr. W. 
S. Wiggins were on the ground. 

In the meantime the other members of the 
crew with the aid of the first-aid kit, which 
is carried on all cars operated by the telephone 
company, had been dressing the cuts and stop- 
ping the flow of blood and making the injured 
persons as comfortable as possible. 


Dr. Wiggins complimented the men very 
highly for the efficient manner in which the 
bandages were applied. He stated, “It was 
splendid assistance. The bandages were proper 
ly and neatly applied and I don’t believe any- 
one else could have done much better.” 

Foreman McDowell's crew have an unusual 
record of only three accidents in the past two 
years and a half, those being only minor ac 
cidents. -Contributed by Florence Arbogast, 
“News” Correspondent at Carleton. 
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Scenes Attending The 


Installation of Hastings 
5,000th Telephone 


Above: Those who attended the installation. Front 
row: John Lahr, Hastings, manager; Mayor Joe 
Davis, and Frank McClelland, President of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. Back row: L. P. Young, district 
manager; John Spady and Chauncey Eggerss, the 
installers; and Reilly Stein of Stein Brothers. 


Above: Frank McClelland, 

President of the Chamber of 

Commerce, congratulates Stein 

Brothers on the installation 

of the 5.000th telephone in 
their store. 
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Above: IFindow display in Stein Brothers’ De- 
partment store showing the evolution of the 
telephone. Included in this display are models 


of the first thirteen original telephones. 


Right: Louts Stein of Stein Brothers, makes 

the first call over the 5,000th telephone to 

Mavor Davis. The telephone is placed on a 

special telephone cabinet and people coming 

into the store were invited to talk over Has- 
ings 5,000th telephone. 
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Hastings Installs 
5000th Telephone 


And Takes Third Place in State in 


Number of Telephones 


UsT a new Monophone desk set—yet when 
placed in Stein Brothers Department store 
of Hastings on Wednesday afternoon, April 

17th, this telephone called for more than a rou- 
tine installation. The connecting of this tele- 
phone to the private branch switchboard ex- 
change of Stein Brothers on Wednesday, April 
was an occasion. For Stein Brothers’ Depart- 
ment Store is now Hastings’ 5000th subscriber. 


Just what that means to the city of Hastings 
may be grasped when you consider that in 1900 
Hastings had a population of about ten thou- 
sand and only a few telephones to serve those 
people. Today she claims well over 15,000 pop- 
ulation and with the installation of Stein 
Brothers’ telephone exactly 5,000 telephones. 
By the acquisition of Stein Brothers’ Depart- 
ment Store as the 5,000th subscriber, Hastings 
became the third city, telephonically speaking, 
in the state. The other two cities that out- 
number Hastings are Omaha and Lincoln. It is 
believed from records available that no other 
city in the United States of like size has as 
many telephones as Hastings. In fact, Hastings 
has now better than one telephone for every 
three people. 


At one-thirty on Wednesday afternoon, April 
17th, John Spady and C. E. Eggerss, installers, 
walked into Stein Brothers’ Department Store 
to hook up a monophone set in regular fashion. 
Though a lone installer could have done the job, 
of course, there were present L. P. Young, 
district manager, Hastings; John Lahr, local 
manager; E. F. Burke, first aid instructor; and 
C. W. Motter, publicity director, who assisted 
with the installation. And not only were the 
members of Stein Brothers’ firm, Louis Stein 
and Reilly Stein and a group of their employes 
there to look on, but a number of visitors, 1n- 
cluding Mayor Joe Davis, Frank McClelland, 
President of the Chamber of Commerce; J. 
Harold Hamel, Hastings Tribune. 


It was Mayor Davis who inaugurated the in- 
stallation of the 5,000th telephone by putting 
through a call to General Manager J. H. Agee, 
in Lincoln. After Mr. Lahr had made a final 
test of the line, Mr. Young handed to Mayor 
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Mayor Joe Davis in his office at Hastings, places 
first long distance call after installation of 5000th 
telephone to General Manager J. H. Agee, Lincoln. 


Davis the telephone which had been installed 
in his office in the city hall, to be used in the 
inaugural ceremonies. 


“Mr. Mayor, I shall appreciate your placing 
the first long distance call from Hastings fol- 
lowing the installation of the 5,000th tele- 
phone.” 


The Mayor lifted the receiver and called Mr. 
Agee. He stressed the significance of the in- 
stallation of the 5,000th telephone in Hastings 
as a milestone in the business and industrial 
growth of the city. 


Mr. Agee, in extending congratulations to 
Mayor Davis, said, “We are happy to tell you 
that Hastings is, telephonically speaking, the 
third city in the state. The installation of the 
5,000th telephone is also indicative of a very 
high class citizenship from a social and business 
standpoint.” 


Mr. Agee in concluding, asked Mayor Davis 
to extend his congratulations to Stein Brothers 
and called to his attention to the fact that 
Hastings telephone development would put to 
shame that of several foreign cities, possessing 
upwards to half a million population. Canton, 
China, as well as Odessa, Russia, each have 
more than 300,000 population. Yet none of 
these cities has as many as 5,000 telephones. 
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We Sell National Trade-Marks 


Some Facts of Interest to Each Employe Relative to Our 
Part in the National “Where To Buy It” Service 


FEW months ago, the Saturday Evening 
A Post and the Literary Digest and other 

well known publications, national in 
scope, carried advertisements of the Ameri- 
can Telephone and Telegraph Company an- 
nouncing a new service. This is known as 
the National Trade Mark Merchandizing Serv- 
ice, and is recognized as something that is im- 
portant in the economic structure of the na- 
tion’s business with respect to merchandizing 
and distribution. 


This service has been adopted by the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Company ef- 
fective with spring issues of the classified Tele- 
phone Directories. 


Manufacturers in this country spend millions 
of dollars each year for the purpose of letting 
the public know more about their products. 
Many of these firms have registered the name 
of the product or have it trade-marked, as a 
means of distinguishing it from similar products 
and also to avoid imitations. The elaborate and 
impressive advertisements in magazines, news- 
papers and on billboards and included in radio 
broadcasting programs, are all intended to fa- 
miliarize certain of these articles and to create 
in the prospective buyer’s mind a desire to pur- 
chase them. 


As a usual thing, however, advertisements 
and programs do not tell who the dealers are 
who sell these articles, merely suggesting that 
anyone __ interested 
should “write for name 
of nearest dealer” or 
some other phrase 
equally indefinite. 


Machines 


Merchandising Service 
fits in. After the man- 
ufacturer has spent 
large sums in advertis- 
ing to create a desire 
to buy his products, 
Trade Mark Service 
completes the story by 
showing in the 
“Where to Buy It” di- nee 
rectory the names of 
nearby dealers who 


Mimeograph Duplicating 


All Mimeographs 
> ve and Mimeograph sup- 
Here is where the new plies, including 
eograph Mimeotype 
stencil paper, Mimeo- ae 
graph ink, etc., sold only by the following 2 : 
authorized dealer. wanted. 


“WHERE TO BUY IT” 
Nebraska Typewriter Co. 1232 O............ B-2157 


How the National Trade-Mark Merchandising 
Service works, The trade-mark is displayed in 
directory columns, usually in the classified sec- 
tion, followed by a list of dealers in the directory 


It does not appear in a confused display of 
trade-marks of goods in the same line, but takes 
Kaadle. 4e its proper alphabetical place. Mimeograph Dup- 

andie them. Thus, licating Machines: would’ be listed under 


making it convenient the “M’s.” 


for prospects to go direct to the dealer or to call 
him. 

We all can remember times when we wanted 
to buy some particular trade-marked article that 
we had heard much about but found it neces- 
sary to go to a number of stores to find who 
sold it. Surely it is easier and more satisfactory 
to refer to the “Yellow Pages;” certainly, Trade- 
Mark Servie greatly facilitates our buying 
problem by making it easy for us to buy what 
we want. 


This new service is also helpful to the local 
dealer who has for sale these trade-marked ar- 
ticles. His shelves are full of nationally ad- 
vertised articles and he has probably spent con- 
siderable money to stock them. Even though 
the manufacturers have tried to make their 
products well known, the important thing to 
this merchant is for potential buyers to be able 
to find out, through the “Where to Buy It” di- 
rectory, that he is the one who has them for 
sale. 

In addition to the business and commodity 
headings, which are familiar to most of us, 
directories will now contain trade-mark head- 
ings. Products will be entered under their own 
names and with each will be its trade-mark, its 
slogan or other copy matter. Following the 
trade-mark heading, and printed in bold-face 
type, will be a list of the local dealers who 
handle that particular commodity. Cross refer- 
ence will be provided 
under the appropriate 
business and commod- 
ity headings to insure 
that the telephone user 
will find promptly the 
particular product 


Mim- NIN EOCRAPH 


As an example, un- 
der the trade-mark 
heading, ‘““Mimeograph 
Duplicating Ma- 
chines,” will be found 
the Mimeograph trade- 
mark and a short para- 
graph describing this 
automobile. Following 
this, under the cap- 
tion “Where to Buy 
It,” will be listed the 
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dealers, their addresses and telephone numbers, 
who handle the Mimeograph in the particular 
city where the directory is published. 

In the spring issues of classified telephone 
directories there will be found these national 
trade-marks and placed beneath them will be 
a list of all dealers in that telephone area who 
carry the goods. Future issues will carry more 
and more national trade-marks. In addition, 
this “Where To Buy It” directory will also tell 
of many commodities, services, businesses and 
professions, which will help to tell one who is 
in the buying mood where to buy them. Con- 
sistent use of the “Where To Buy It” directory 
will save much time and energy. 


* * * * O* 
How Does The Grass In Your 


Front Yard Grow? 


Dr. Rodney H. True, famous botanist, of the 
University of Pennsylvania, who has _ been 
dubbed the “Sherlock Holmes of the Plant 
World,” contributes a most interesting article 
in the April issue of the American magazine. 


The following excerpt taken from that article 
was clipped by R. H. Ojers, district manager, 
Nebraska City, and mailed to M. T. Caster, 
plant superintendent. 

“But, getting back to home mysteries,” con- 
tinued Doctor True, “one of the most common 
has to do with the lawn. Jones can’t under- 
stand why his neighbor, Smith, has such a won- 
derful growth of grass in his front yard, whereas 
the crop in his own yard consists mainly of 
weeds and bare ground.” 

‘‘T’ve the poorest lawn in our block,” one 
home owner complained to me. “I’m positively 
ashamed of it. I’ve planted grass seed by the 
bushel and the finest clover I can buy. I've 
bought sod and laid it myself, and watered it 
faithfully. Yet the stuff won't grow!” 

“What is the nature of the soil?’ I asked.” 

“Blessed if I know,’ he shrugged. ‘Just reg- 
ular soil, same as the rest have.’ ” 

‘In two minutes I had happened on his trou- 
ble, which is the trouble of hundreds of owners 
of city homes.” 

‘Soil, in general, is of two kinds, sweet soil 
or sour soil. A soil is sweet when it contains 
sufficient lime, and sour when it lacks lime. 
Grass that will grow on the one soil won't al- 
ways grow on the other.” 

“A rough test of the soil may be made with 
two strips of litmus paper placed on the bottom 
of a glass dish. One strip of paper should be 
blue and the other strip be red. The dish 
should be filled with the earth under test, well 
moistened with pure water. If the blue paper 


turns red, the soil is sour; if the red paper turns 
blue, the soil is alkaline. If no change takes 
place in the colors, the soil is neutral.” 


“Once the nature of the soil is known, it is a 
simple matter to seed it accordingly. In sandy 
or sour soil the varieties of grass known as red- 
top, creeping bent, and. English rye do best. In 
sweet soil white clover and Kentucky blue grass 
should do well. Neutral soil containing suf- 
ficient lime will at once come within the ‘sweet’ 
classification and be suitable for clover and blue 
grass. Anyone who keeps these few facts in 
mind should have less trouble with his lawn.” 


ok ok 


Tennis Season Well Under Way 

The second annual meeting of the employes 
Tennis Association was held on March 28, 1929, 
to arrange plans for the tournament competi- 
tion for temporary possession of the J. H. Agee 
annual tennis trophy. D. A. McDonald, the 1928 
champion and holder of the J. H. Agee trophy, 
has left the employ of the company, assuring us 
of a new champion for 1929. 

The retiring 1928 committee was: Joe Hartley, 
chairman; L. M. Campbell, and Dewey Nelson. 
The new 1929 committee is Norman Ott, chair- 
man; Asa Waters, and Joe Hartley. 

George Dobson, a newcomer to the ranks, 
looms as the best bet to win the trophy. Dob- 
son is a hard hitting versatile player and may 
be hard put to find enough competition among 
the ranks of the old-timers to cause him to ex- 
tend himself. 
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“Play Ball!” 


The Industrial Baseball League season opened 
Tuesday, April 30, with the Telephone Com- 
pany playing in Class A and the first game with 
the McGrew Machine Company at 31st and W. 

The Telephone Company's team this year 
promises to be of the same high quality as in 
previous years. Mr. George Hansen has been 
elected to manage the team and Mr. L. C. 
Anderson has been elected as Business Man- 
ager. 

The following names of players have been 
signed up: Stroh, Boling, Simpson, Caldwell, 
Mankamyer, Van Horn, Rauch, Connors, Car- 
roll, Mauck, Ed Daugherty, Elmer Daugherty, 
Howard Smith, Laune. Besides these names 
signed there are several other players with 
promising talent and some of these bid fair to 
replace the regulars in the near future. 

There are sixteen teams in the league, which 
is divided into two classes for convenience in 
playing. The winners of each division will play 
for the League Championship. 
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Congvatulations Hastings 


E offer congratulations on the installa- 

\X/ tion of your five-thousandth telephone. 
Also upon the growth that must neces- 

sarily be behind your need of five thousand tele- 
phones. Your position as a commercial and in- 


dustrial center is indeed a commanding one. 


One prediction that is easy to make is that 
it will not take you nearly as long to achieve ten 
thousand telephones as it did to achieve five 
thousand. You have just begun to grow. 


al al- ale ale 
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Mother’s Day 


O recall the memories of the Mothers who 

have gone, to brighten the lives of those 

who remain, and to encourage men, wo- 
men and children to honor home and parents, 
is the purpose of Mother’s Day. 


It will probably come as a surprise to learn 
that Mother’s Day is one of the most widely ob- 
served festive days in this country. In 1910 it 
was decided to set aside one day each year to 
be known as Mother’s day. The first observ- 
ance of this day was purely unofficial. In 1913 
Congress commended its observation by Federal 
offices, and in the same year the State of Ne 
braska made Mother's Day a State Flag day. In 
1914 President Wilson issued a proclamation 
setting aside the second Sunday in May as 
Mother’s Day and since that occasion the same 
day has been observed every year. 

Biographies of the world’s great are filled 
with page after page of praise of Mothers and 
thankfulness for what Mothers have done for 
them. Most all of us owe much to the inspira- 
tion and teaching of our Mothers. 

It is small wonder that people everywhere call 
home by telephone on this day of days. More 
than anything else a Mother prizes the personal 


touch, the “face-to-face” talk with her son or 
daughter. 

In some way, let us make Mother realize on 
Mother’s Day our sincere appreciation of her 
devotion. 


a a 


Next Door 
Ur entering a terminal room the other 


noon, we were surprised to find several 
young women standing in front of the 
main frame. Retreating before this apparent 
invasion of the woman’s rights movement, we 
hastily sought the particulars for the May issue. 


At the test table we were told that the Wire 
Chief would “be back in a few minutes,” that 
he was “showing a Chief Operator and two of 
her supervisors how ”; well, no matter what 
it was; these young women were getting first- 
hand information, that’s the point. 


It pays to get out and see things. Many a 
man applies himself so closely to his job that 
he knows nothing of what is going on in the 
office next door. He may spend days or weeks 
trying to work out some “brain-twister,” think- 
ing, perhaps, he’s a pioneer in that field, when, 
as a matter of fact, the same problem has been 
most happily solved by a half-dozen men within 
walking-distance. 


So many of us regret that we cannot get 
about more, in order to see things and_ get 
new ideas. And yet, we do not always realize 
the opportunities at our elbows. We live 
for years in plain sight of workshops where 
there is a heap to learn by merely going inside 
of them. An hour or two some noon, or Satur- 
day afternoon, will furnish sights just as new 
and perhaps just as helpful as if they were 
found a thousand miles away. 

To see things—even service—in the process 
of manufacture is always of interest and help. 
It takes away the mystery of things and at the 
same time adds genuine interest to them. It 
opens up the mind and gives us something con- 
crete to think about. And—well, make the try! 
Seeing is believing! 

Ok ox 


Satisfaction 

Satisfaction—It is an asset to have a good 
memory, but it is hardly fair to make memory 
tests at the expense of the telephone operator. 
Before you give a number look it up in the di- 
rectory. This saves time and needless trouble 
and is better all around. 

Satisfaction—from the customer's side of the 
fence or yours—the calls that show a profit are 
those that are carefully placed and carefully 
answered. 
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These smiles tell of an installation achievement—Included in this group ce Tye D ere of the installation 
crew, Auburn employes and general office representatives 


Auburn Moves Into A New Home 


New Seven Position Switchboard Placed Into Service 


Saturday Night, April 13 


s 10:30 approached on Saturday evening, 
April 13, the telephone system in 
Auburn calmly stepped from its outgrown 

clothing into an assumed new dress. The new 
dress consisted of a new building and a new 
seven position feature operation common bat: 
tery switchboard. 

An interested group of Company officials, in- 
cluding M. T. Caster, plant superintendent; F. 
E. Behm, assistant plant superintendent: C. C. 
Donley, traffic engineer; R. S. Brewster, traffic 
superintendent; J. Pugsley, chief installer; R. H. 
Ojers, district manager; Mr. Corrington, local 
manager: R. R. Helms, manager, Syracuse; 
Sophie Wendels, chief operator, Syracuse; Irene 
Hobbs, assistant chief operator, Syracuse: Miss 
Anna Seymour, traveling instructor of Lincoln 
and J. Pugsley, chief installer of Lincoln were 
present, in addition to a number of Auburn 
business men, including Mayor J. N. Simmons 
and representatives of the newspapers. 


Mayor Simmons threw the switch at 10:30 
which was the signal to place the new switch’ 
board into service. He then called General 
Manager J. H. Agee, in Lincoln, announcing 
that the new telephone system in Auburn was in 


The building is a one story brick structure, 
fireproof and modern in every respect. It has 
a frontage of fifty feet and extends back seven- 
ty-five feet. The Company has owned this one 
story brick building for some time and it has 


been in use as a garage and warehouse. The re- 
modeled structure is strictly modern in every 
way and presents a beautiful appearance both 


inside and out. 

The new office quarters which provide ade- 
quate room for the lobby, manager’s office and 
commercial room and for the central office 
equipment, extends back thirty-one feet. The 
rear of the building has been arranged to pro- 
vide for suitable garage space and a large sup- 
ply room. The building is heated with a mod- 
ern hot water heating plant which is also lo- 
cated in the rear of the building. 

The outside walls are of brick trimmed with 
stucco and decorated with tile panels. The en- 
trance to the building is made from the street 
through the large vestibule and spacious lobby. 
Immediately off the vestibule which is also ac- 
cessible from the lobby is a large built-in tele- 
phone booth. This is of such a size that it 
may also be used as a room for salesmen who 
wish to use the long distance telephone for 
selling. Directly back of the lobby is located 
the manager's office and commercial quarters. 
To the right of the lobby is the switch board 
room and central office equipment room. 

One of the outstanding features of these new 
quarters is the large cable vault located in the 
equipment room which houses the main frame 
and terminal rack, wire chief's test desk and 
electric ringing machine. The new switchboard 
as installed is a common battery feature service 
board, having seven positions, three local and 
three long distance. The seventh position is 
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wired but not equipped at this time. The 
switchboard is one of the finest of its type to 
be installed in this section and includes all of 
the latest features. It incorporates what is 
known as audible and automatic ringing, secret 
service, and many other improvements which 
gives the subscriber the very best telephone 
service possible. The long distance positions 
include all of the advantages of the local posi- 
tions and there is also incorporated in these po- 
sitions several individual features. An auto- 
matic recording time clock keeps accurate record 
of each and every call over the long distance 
wires. 

In the Auburn building in the room where 
the switchboard is located a special Cellotex 
ceiling has been placed. This ceiling absorbs 
all of the resonance in the room and eliminates 
any outside noise which would in any way in- 
terfere with the operators hearing distinctly any- 
one calling or talking. This ceiling is similar to 
the one which is in the Supreme court room in 
the new State capitol in Lincoin. The operators, 
rest room where the girls may get together for 
parties as well as enjoy themselves in their spare 
moments is equipped with modern conveniences. 


Above: Auburn's new seven position 
common battery feature — service 
switchboard. Right: The new struc- 
ture just completed, which houses 4 
Auburn's up-to-date telephone equip- 


ment, 


The walls are finished in & | 
harmonizing colors. The floors a 
in the lobby, vestibule, and a ar 
toilet rooms are tile, while the ” err 


Operators, room 1s covered with 
heavy dark brown linoleum. 
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The former office at Auburn was cut into 
service in 1907, twenty-two years ago. The 
Auburn Telephone Company was purchased by 
the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 
1918. At the present time there are 1340 tele- 
phones in Auburn. The management of the 
exchange is under the supervision of L. N. Cor- 
rington, who has been associated with the Com- 
pany for sixteen years. 


Auburn employes are: 

Plant Department—R. L. Dalton, DeRoy 
Helfer, Edgar Morris, Lawrence Broman and 
A. A. Vanderford, linemen. 

Commercial Department — Lettie Foster, 
cashier. 


Traffic Department—Stella Clark, chief oper- 
ator; Hazel Nichols, assistant chief operator; 
and Vivian Kinney, Clarice Curtis, Carletta 
Curtis, Marie Klein, Corrine Jezewski, Alice 
Stoneberger, Oakel Klock, Wilma Picket, Vera 
Clark, Grace Brooks and Dorothy Lewellyn, op- 
erators. 

The new building was erected and new equip- 
ment installed at a cost of about $25,000 and the 
plant is a credit to the Company and to the 
town. 


Addition to Headquarters 
Building 


The construction of a marquee 
on the south and east walls of the 
General office building in Lin- 
coln, is near completion. 

When finished the outside di- 
mensions will be twelve feet wide 
by 199 feet in length. Aside from 
adding to the appearance of the 
building, the marquee will replace 
the awnings. 
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Tune In On These Broadcasts 


INCOLN Telephone and Telephone Company 
employes are urged to tune in on the Uni- 
versal Safety Series of radio talks by out- 

standing Americans which are being broadcast 
by twenty-four stations of the “Red” network 
of the National Broadcasting Company in co- 
operation with the National Safety Council. 


These programs are being broadcast every 
Saturday evening for thirteen consecutive weeks 
at 7:15, Eastern Daylight Saving Time. 

In presenting this series to the radio public 
the National Broadcasting Company is volun- 
tarily contributing its vast broadcasting re- 
sources to the cause of safety. 

The following are the remaining programs of 
the series: 

May 11—"Safety as a National Problem”— 
Hon. Robert P. Lamont, Secretary of Commerce. 

May 18—"Safety in the Home”—Madame 
Ernestine Schumann-Heink, famous concert 
and operatic star. 

May 25—"Education—the Part It Plays in 
Safety”— (Speaker to be announced). 

June 1—"“Making Our Highways Safe”’— 
Miller McClintock, Director. Albert Russell 
Erskine Bureau, Harvard University. 

June 8—“Enforcement as an Aid to Safety” 
—Grover A. Whalen, commissioner of police, 
New York City. 

June 9—"The Automobile and Safety”— 
(Speaker to be announced). 

June 22—"Safety on the High Seas”—Joseph 
E. Sheedy, executive vice-president, U. S. Lines. 

June 29—"Safety in the Air’—(Speaker to 
be announced). 

July 6—"Safety and the Worker’—Hon. 
James J. Davis, Secretary of Labor. 

July 13—"Summing Up”—(Speaker to be 
announced). 

Copies of these speeches may be had by writ- 
ing the Publicity Director, Room 202, Telephone 
Building, Lincoln. 


ate 


Fairbury’s 2,300 Telephones 
AIRBURY S$ 2300th telephone was installed on 
~’ April Ist. The installation was made at the 
the home of Mrs. Emeline Pletcher, who 
lives in the rural district north and west of 
Fairbury. Jess May who has had eight years of 
service with our Company was the installer. 
Fairbury’s 2300th telephone marks an amaz- 
ing growth in Fairbury’s telephone history. In 
1913 Fairbury had 1,621 telephones, in 1920, 
1,787, and in 1925, 2,182. With a population 
of approximately 7,000 people, 2,300 telephones 
means nearly one telephone for every three 
persons. 


A Relic Of Telephony 


A neat mahogany box, twelve inches square 
and four inches deep, with a six inch circle cut 
in the face of the box, one of the first two in- 
struments used for telephone communication in 
Fremont, Ohio, is in the pessession of Dr. H. L. 
Clark, a subscriber of our Company at Fairbury. 


Dr. Clark purchased two of these instruments 
in 1884 and used them to connect his home and 
office which were about a half a mile apart. 
Manager C. Meshier at Fairbury, was given per- 
mission by Dr. Clark to display this historic relic 
in a window display on the evolution of the 
telephone. 


There were no bells, no batteries, and very 
little of anything else except the two boxes and 
some wire. The attention of anyone at the Doc- 
tors home or office was attracted by hammer- 
ing with a mallet a button in the center of the 
diaphram. The sound was conveyed to either 
his house or office and the called party hastened 
to the crude telephone and listened. Communi- 
cation was carried on partly by shouting into 
the instrument and partly by code signals. 


Improvements At Yutan 


The exchange quarters at Yutan have recently 
undergone several alterations and have been put 
in first class condition in readiness for the new 
chief operator who was employed April 1. 

Partitions were rearranged which provided 
for one more bedroom, and a new kitchen was 
added to the rear of the building. Toilet facilt- 
ties were installed and the building was newly 
decorated both inside and out. 

Mrs. Maude Carter is the new chief operator 
in charge of the Yutan exchange and Miss Linda 
Grothendick is the operator assisting Mrs. Car- 
ter. Mrs. Carter is an experienced operator and 
comes from Green River, Wyoming where sh- 
has been employed by the telephone company. 
Before moving to Green River, Mrs. Carter was 
in telephone work for two years at Table Rock, 


Nebraska. 
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2—Two attrac- 
tive members 
of Hastings 
Traffic De- 
partment, Mel- 
anise Breault 
and Loraine 
Roulier. 


7—Merle Al- 
bro, and 
Irene Haw- 
kins, who are 
members of 
our operating 
force at Fair- 
mont. 


LINCOLN 


6—Miss Etta 
Rayer, opera- 
tor at Exeter, 
and Mrs. Rex 
Alley, chief op- 
erator. 


13—Henry 
Knaub, janitor, 
keeps things spic 


and span at 
Hastings. 


TELEPHONE N 


1—Glien Stuart, Has- 
tings combination 
1gan, side by with 
M. Scanlon, con- 
Struction foreman. 
Lots of wire there 


3—These men at 
Exeter, E. F. 
Burke, Safety 
First Instructor; 
R. L. Clinton, 
manager, Emory 
Yates, mayor, Ex- 
eter, and F. Mc- 
Dowell, Construc- 
tion Foreman, are 
seriously talking 
over the town af- 
fairs including 
everything from 
taxes to telephone 


11—These happy folks 
belong to the Hast- 
ings Exchange. They 
are Stella Lucier, 
commercial depart- 
ment; Eddie Fickett, 
cable _ splicer; and 
Leone _ Thibodeau, 
cashier. 


12—J ohn Morehead, 
storekeeper at Hast- 
ings, stopped his 
work to have his pic- 
ture taken for Tele- 
Phone News. 
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4—Miss Etta Ray- 
er, and Mrs. Jes- 
sie Haitt, of Ex- 
eter. Our question 
—Where do the 
stairs go? 


9—Here are Dean Walker, 
district plant clerk, and 
J. A. Mason, first class 
testboard man, who do 
their enterprising bit at 
Hastings. 


14—Three more 
of those attrac- 
tive girls they 
have in the 
Hastings Traffic 
Department — 
Mrs. Belle 
Meester, Esther 
Eckhardt, and 
Marie Ehler. 


5—Left to right 
are Leola Stan- 
ton, Mrs. E. E. 
Wellman, chief 
operator, Fan- 
nie Sanderson, 
and Pauline 
Stiles, of Clay 
Center. 


8—The Telephone 
News presents 

I. Schouberg, dis- 
trict construction 
foreman; Walter 
Klick, second class 
testboard man; 
and H. O. Wen- 
tink, chief test- 
board man, all of 
Hastings. 


this picture. 


10—E. E. Well- 
man, Manager 
at Clay Cen- 
ter, postponed 
his “spin” for 
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“The Spirit of Service” 


HEN the Condon Garage at Fairmont 

burned April 19, a fifty foot section of 

twenty-five pair cable of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company was burned 
out. At 11:00 o'clock thirty telephones were 
out of commission. An immediate call to C. 
G. Bennett, district manager at York, brought 
Cable Splicer Robert Devore and helper, Robert 
Luxford of York, and with the help of Local 
Manager Haberman, work was commenced re- 
storing service at 12:15 a. m. 

A new fifty-foot section of cable was put in 
place and spliced. Also two new drop wires 
which had been burned were replaced. By 
7:00 a. m. every circuit was in place and work- 
ing, and very few of the subscribers were aware 
that their telephones had been out of service. 


These men claim this is a record for this kind 
of a job. The weather was cold and rainy, but 
the men were prompted by the “spirit of serv- 
ice’ which is a telephone company slogan that 
is never forgotten.—The Fairmont Chronicle. 
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Burchard—Number 130 


Announcement is made as the News goes to 
press, of the new exchange at Burchard, Ne- 
braska which is welcomed into the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company on April 17. 
At that time our Company became the owner 
of the Burchard Telephone Company. 

Burchard is a magneto exchange serving the 
farming community of the west central part of 
Pawnee County which includes 365 telephones. 
Toll connections are made through Summerfield, 


Kansas; Liberty, Lewiston, Tate, Steinauer and 
Pawnee City, Nebraska. 

It is planned to continue the exchange un- 
der its present management, Charles Yarpe as 
manager, with Mr. and Mrs. Herron assisting. 
Reconstruction of the town plant and other im- 
provements in service are probably to be made 
in the near future under the direction of the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

The Burchard property will be in the Beatrice 
district of the Company under the supervision 
of W. H. Caman, district manager. 


My Favorite Poem 


Send in vour bit of verse for this corner 


SPRING 

The year’s at the spring 

The day’s at the mourn: 

Morning's at seven; 

The hillside’s dew-pearled; 

The lark’s on the wing; 

The snail’s on the thorn; 

God's in His heaven; 

All’s right with the world. 

—Robert Browning. 

—Carl Keester, Manager, Beaver Crossing. 
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“A book of verses underneath a bough, 

A jug of wine, a loaf of bread, and thou 
Beside me, singing in the wilderness... 

Ah, wilderness were Paradise enow! 


—From Omar Khayyam’s Rubatyat. 
--B. C. Burden, of the Lincoln Engineering 
Department. 


Two views of car No. 


84 which belongs to cable splicer 
Robert Devore of York. in the center, Bob Luxjord, cable splicer’s 


helper, These men played an important part in restoring Fairmont service after a fire recently. 
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Bits Of News About Employes 


Arthur C. Nelson, statistician, Lincoln, was 
winner of the first prize of $75.00 in a contest 
conducted by Telephony, 
the national telephone pub- 
lication. Mr. Nelson's 
award was for his paper on 
‘*The Capitalization of 
Telephone Management 
Companies” which was en- 
tered in the General or 
Executive Division of the 
Prize Article contest. 

In the same contest C. 
W. Motter, publicity di- 
rector for our Company 
was given honorable men- 
tion on his paper, “Our Company Makes a Bid 
for Constructive Ideas.” 


A. C. Nelson 


UJ U ' °, £. 
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John Ruppel, our manager at Plymouth, has 
been honored in his election to the town board 


of Plymouth. L. J. Koepff, editor of the Ply- 


mouth newspaper, was elected Mayor. 


Mr. Ruppel is active in civic affairs at Ply- 
mouth and his election comes as a recognition 
of his interest and ability. Congratulations! 


Kk Kk 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 
men assume leadership in many of the civic or- 
ganizations. The latest honor to come to one 
of our men is the election of K. B. Cary, Lin- 
coln, chief of service, to the Presidency of the 
Optimist Club on March 28th. Mr. Cary suc- 
ceeds Dr. Miles J. Breuer. The Optimist Club 
numbers about seventy in its membership and 
is one of the active luncheon clubs of Lincoln. 


as 


Dave Culbertson, manager at McCool, has 
been appointed assistant Scoutmaster at Mce- 
Cool of a troop of eighteen Scouts. 


9, ‘ 
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Mr. and C. G. Bennett of York have been ad- 
vanced to the dignity of grandparents by the 
birth of a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Guidinger of Lincoln. The little one arrived 
Tuesday morning, April 6th and has _ been 
named Betty Ann. Both Lincoln and York 
folks will remember Mrs. Guidinger as Florence 
Bennett, who was employed in the Lincoln busi- 
ness office while attending University. 


Earl Eichenour, combination man at Hastings, 
was recently elected President of the Hastings 
Safety League. Chauncey Eggerss, combination 
man was named vice chairman, and Dean 
Walker, district plant clerk, is the new treasurer. 
Eddie Mahlman of the City Gas Company was 
elected secretary. 


Mr. Eichenour succeeds R. H. Ojers who is 
now district manager at Nebraska City. The 
Hastings Safety League is an important organ- 
ization in Hastings because of its accident pre- 
vention and first aid activities. It has a mem- 
bership of over fifty, representing the telephone 
company, the gas and light and power com- 
panies. 


Other telephone men at Hastings who are 
taking a prominent part in the work of this 
league are James Dudgeon who is chairman of 
the Safety Activities committee, and Harry 
Branch, who is in charge of Public Relations. 
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General Manager Agee Elected 
President Community Chest 


J. H. Agee, our General Manager, was elect- 
ed President of the Lincoln Community Chest, 
April 3rd, succeeding Charles B. Towle. Mr. 
Agee has been an active worker in the chest 
for several years and last year he was leader 
of one of the four main divisions during the 
campaign for funds. 


The new chest president has served two years 
on the chest executive committee and at the 
present time 1s a member of the board of di- 
rectors of both the Y. M. C. A. and the Boy 


Scouts. 


This is a faithful 
representation of Joe 
Hartley, a familiar 
figure in Lincoln 
tennis circles, and 
art editor of the 
News, taking the 
count for a_ black 
eye. 


The ball certain- 
ly got Joe all right. 
Joes back now 
though, folks, and 
his ardor and en- 
thusiasm on the sub- 
ject of tennis is still 
undimmed. 
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Promotions. and Transfers 


HARRY BRANCH, 
Wire Chief 


Harry Branch who has 
been chief testboardman 
at Hastings, since Octo- 
ber, 1928, was appointed 
to the position of wire 
chief effective April 10. 

Mr. Branch started 
with the telephone work 
in 1921 in Lincoln, and 
for a time worked in 
Seward. From Lincoln 
he was sent to Hastings 
in 1926 as telegraph operator and testboardman. 


Harry Branch 


Traffic Department 


Hazel Woodsworth, local to toll operator, David City. 
Eunice Clark, student to relief operator, Geneva. 
Jessie Payne, chief operator-cashier, Swanton, to Tobias. 
Bessie Smith, employed as chief operator-cashier, 
Swanton. 
Thelma Lee, student to operator, College View. 
Mary Baird, student to toll operator, Fairbury. 
Gerna Harris, local to toll operator, Fairbury. 
Hazel Moist, student to local operator, York. 
Lauretta Rowley, student to local operator, York. 
Mae Anderson, local operator to toll student, Lincoln. 
Naomi Cross, local operator to toll student, Lincoln. 
Bessie Troyer, local operator to toll student, Lincoln. 
Elizabeth Craig, student to local operator, Lincoln. 
Mildred Huff, student to local operator, Lincoln. 
Marjorie Cox, toll student to toll operator, Lincoln. 
Maxine Everett, toll student to toll operator, Lincoln. 
Carolyn Horn, toll student to toll operator, Lincoln. 
Hazel Winders, toll student to toll operator, Lincoln. 
Leota Glass, operator, Fairfield to Hastings. 
Jessie Fitch, temporary assistant chief operator to chief 
operator, Plattsmouth. 
Beulah Backle, student to local operator, Beatrice. 
Opal Jackson, student to local operator, Beatrice. 
Louise Schmidt, student to local operator, Beatrice. 
Alberta Williams, student to local operator, Beatrice. 
Cecilia Mitlowski, student to local operator, Beatrice. 
Darlene Walter, student to local operator, College 
View. 


Plant Department 


Lincoln District 
A. B. Smith, foreman, toll wire chief's office, Lincoln, 
transferred as foreman, Greenwood. 
Frank Eisenbarth, lineman, toll wire chief's office, Lin- 
coln, transferred as lineman, Greenwood. 
C. H. Harper, lineman, Greenwood, to Friend. 


Construction Department 


L. D. Laune, truck driver, construction department, 
transferred as lineman, toll wire chief's office. 
Orion Baldwin, lineman, construction department, 

transferred as foreman, Friend. 
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JOHN LAHR, 


Manager 


John Lahr took over 
che Hastings exchange 
April 18. For the past 
five months he has been 
manager of the Nuckolls 
County Independent 
Telephone Company at 
Nelson. From 1925 un- 
til October, 1928 he was 
manager of the Platts- 
John Lahr mouth exchange. 

He succeeds Roy H. 


Ojers, now district manager at Nebraska City. 


E. E. Baker, tranferred from construction department 


as lineman, to York. 


Supply Department 


Chester Baldwin, shopman, transferred as combination 
man, toll wire chief's office, Lincoln. 


Commercial Department 


Vera Grubaugh, David City, to chief operator-cashier, 


Thayer. 


5 


May Service Anniversaries 


Those with less than five years service not included. 
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UR friends across the 
Altantic. accuse us of 
being so enamored of 
the almighty dollar that we 
have no time to look upon 
the finer things of our ex- 
istance. Observing the rush, 
the haste, and the feverish 
confusion of the American 


cities, they conclude that we are overworking ourselves 
in a desire to accumulate more wealth. And so to Eur- 
ope, Americans are only dollar-chasers—nothing more. 


But in truth, is all the hurry caused by a chase after 
money? Isn't it just a habit, acquired unknowingly 
and adjusted to all sorts of activity? Many honey- 
mooning couples, vacationists, people with plenty of 
leisure wear themselves out in pleasure travels and 
when they have finished must study picture post cards 
to remember what they have seen. 
away for a “rest” usually spend the time in rushing 
around to the tune of jazz orchestras, alarm clocks 


and boat whistles. 


Maybe the general “‘speeding up” of transportation 
has acted upon us subconsciously. Automobiles and 
airplanes traveling fifty to one hundred miles an hour 


By Thad Cone 


Construction Department 


People who go 


MAY 1929 


The following light rural 


li ir jobs started i 
Plant Progress wc. Se"2 


trict Manager W. C. Caman; 
Foreman Ralph Crosby and 
crew are repairing the Filley 
rural line. Paul Hedrick 
and crew are at Sterling, 
Henry White and crew at 


DeWitt, R. Gray and crew at Cook, and Martin Brock- 
meyer and crew are at Jansen. 


The District Manager, L. P. Young at Hastings re- 
ports that the following light rural line repair jobs 
have been started in the district: Chauncey Eggerss 
and crew are at Glenville, M. F. Marshall and crew 
at Edgar, and W. A. Rexford and crew at Fairfield. 


Foreman Ernest Craig and crew have started work 
on the light rural lines at Polk, Nebraska. 
x x 


. 
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District Manager Ojers at Nebraska City reports 


have so impressed the human mind that we think _ lines. 


we must go that fast or as near to that as possible. 
The average automobilist with “oodles” of time and no 
place in particular to go never thinks of traveling 


twelve miles an hour when he can go thirty, and he of that city. 


toots his horn impatiently at the fellow who is content 
to loaf along. The regular Sabbath death toll we see 
in Monday morning‘s paper is not caused by people 
rushing to accomplish something useful but by auto- 
mobilists out for Sunday’s recreations. 

Let’s not forget that the automobile, the railroad, 
the airplane and the telephone are intended to give us 
more time for enjoyment, for improvement, for better 
health. When we use them as our servants to that 


end, they're a boon to humanity; 
but once they have us chasing 
around like the boy who broke a 
hornet’s nest, we're likely to hear a 
strange buzzing around the head. 
As the plant man _ would = say, 
“Safety, speed afterward.” 


Center: I. H. Caman, District 
Manager at Beatrice and Dan Hig- 


gins, foreman, Beatrice. 


Above: Wm. Cohn and 
Eddie Fickett and helpers, 
Buddy Rogers and George 
Vahn, cable splicers at 
Hastings. 
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that Foreman Roy Cole and crew have started work 
on the Weeping Water rural line repairs and Al Letel- 
lier and crew are repairing the Nebraska City rural 


Foreman George Meyers of Seward, Nebraska and 
crew moved to Tamora and are repairing the farm lines 


Work has started on Job No. 59 at Fairfield with 
W. A. Rexford in charge. — 


F. M. Butterfield and crew are at work locating the 
right-of-way between Elmwood and Nehawka. 


A. D. Harmon and his crew of installers are at work 
at Exeter replacing the installations and subsets pre- 
paratory to the installation of common 
battery service at that exchange. 


Work on Estimate No. 2385 is be- 


ing rapidly completed. A gang under 
James Dudgeon are now replacing 
drops and cutting to the new cable. 


y . 5 * 
Below: H. Studier’s construction 


gang working at Hastings. 


Left: Dan Higgins, C. A. 
Beasley, R. Frederick, Art 
Balderson, Ralph Crosby, 
James Smith, C. J. Witt- 
kowski all members of 
Higgin’s gang at Beatrice. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS: 


Frank Walters and Ben Ford, com- 
bination men at Beatrice and their 
new Ford. 


A new toll class started in the 
Lincoln office Monday, April 
8th. The class consists of Miss 
Naomi Cross, Marian Hensel, Mae 
Anderson and Bessie Troyer. Miss 
Helen Persell is instructor. 


Miss Faye Sullivan, Lincoln toll 
operator, returned Monday, April 
15th, from a two weeks vacation 
which she spent at home. 


Harry Branch, toll wire chief, 
Hastings, is taking a course in auto- 
matic maintenance at the Lincoln 
exchange spending the week of 
April 15th to 20th inclusive. 


R. A. Vanderlippe, night toll 
testboard man, Lincoln, is spending 
several days in Omaha making an 
industrial tour with the Senior Class 
of the Nebraska University elec 
trical engineers. 


On Friday, March 22nd the Fair- 
bury employes enjoyed a “wienie” 
roast in honor of Floyd Nave who 
has been transferred to Tecumseh 
and Miss Frances Bradshaw who re- 
signed the first of April. 


The Lincoln supply department 
is now back in its old home, but 
with a new entrance. If one is 
mighty careful he may be able to 
get through the door of No. 213, 
but the “main entrance’ is No. 
219, 


Miss Lulu) Wilson, a former 
stenographer in the supply depart- 
ment is “Miss” no longer. She 
left the service of the Company on 
April 6th and on April 9th became 
the wife of Mr. J. W. Lemmon. 
They will make their home in Long 
Beach, California, where Mr. Lem- 
mon is a Chief Petty Officer on the 
U. 8S. S. Saratoga. We all wish 
them long years of success and hap- 
piness. 


John Backstrom, part time shop- 
man at the Lincoln warehouse, 
and Russell Steele, cable splicer’s 
helper, enjoyed a pleasant week-end 
at Kearney, early in April. The 
boys were impressed by the appear- 
ance of the new telephone build- 
ing which they pronounced to be 
the finest in the city. While there 
the boys had a chat with Dave 
McDonald, formerly of the Lincoln 
local office, who instructed “John” 
and “Russ” to convey to everyone 
his hearty greetings. From a social 
angle the boys declare the trip 
was far from a failure—to say the 
least. “John” avers some of Kear- 
ney'’s fair young inhabitants are 
even better to look upon than the 
handsome telephone building. 


Miss Mary Ehman, traveling instruc- 
tor for the Northwestern Bell Com- 
pany of Omaha who spent the 
month of March conferring with our 
traffic officials in regard to toll prac- 
tices. While here she visited several 
of our larger exchanges in company 
with Miss Horn and Miss Seymour. 
Following her visit here Miss Ehman 
is now enroute to Europe for a “play 
day.” 
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Bert Huddleston, the genial fore- 
man at the Lincoln warehouse. 


Darius Gilmore, shopman at the 
warehouse, better known as “Dad” 
is very seriously ill. We hope 
“Dad” will be up and around again 
in the near future. 


Harry White, service testman, 
Lincoln, left April 29th for a two 
weeks visit with relatives at Scandia, 
Kansas. 


J. S. Jackson, Lincoln, was a 
pleasant visitor at the Hastings Ex- 
change April 7th. 


“Bill” Conn and Geo. Vaughn. 
of the cable department at Has- 
tings, made a rush trip to Angus 
to repair cable damaged April 6th 
by fire. 


“Bob” Schouborg, district fore 
man, Hastings, was in Nelson the 
week of April 7th to repair the 
farm lines. 


Walter Klich was employed 
April 3rd, as a testman at Hastings. 


Our operating force at Wahoo is 
suffering from an epidemic of sore 
throats and bad colds. As a result 
several operators were only able to 
whisper and they say this was not 
so bad but “how terrible it would 
be if they had throats like giraffes!” 


Harry Smith, garage mechanic, 
Lincoln, who underwent an opera: 
tion recently is coming along fine 
and hopes to be back with us again 
SOON. 


~ Mrs. Mildred Cowley, service 
board operator, Lincoln, resigned 


April 8th. 


The Fairbury employes were pre- 
sented with a beautiful bunch ot 
carnations from the Fairbury green’ 


house at the Easter season. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWs: 


Mr. and Mrs. Abrams of Weep- 
ing Water spent Sunday, March 
24th at Dorchester. 


Tom Gilmore, Lincoln  switch- 
man, left April 17th for Denver 
where he has accepted a position 
with the Mountain States Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company. 


Miss Erma Bradford,  service- 
board operator, Lincoln, returned to 
work, April 21st, after a two weeks 
vacation at Hastings with relatives. 


Miss Vera Wilson, switchroom 
clerk, Lincoln, left April 22nd for 
a week's visit with her sister at 


Shickley. 


Chester Baldwin, formerly a 
shopman at the warehouse, has 
been transferred to the toll depart- 
ment, in Lincoln. 


Ardell Robison, shopman at the 
Lincoln warehouse, was transferred 
to Auburn temporarily to assist in 
the recent “cutover.” Wm. Sulli- 
van and Clyde Mock, also from the 
warehouse, assisted with the instal- 
lation at Auburn for a few days. 


D. A. McDonald, a former em- 
ploye of this Company was a visi- 
tor at the Lincoln exchange build- 
ing, Friday, April 19th. He is now 
with the Continental Telephone 
Company and is holding the po- 
sition of assistant manager of the 
Kearney exchange, Kearney, Ne- 
braska. McDonald’s many Lincoln 
friends were delighted to see him. 
“Dave” it may be remembered, 
was the first winner of the John H. 
Agee annual tennis trophy in 1928. 


Directory closing time in Lin- 
coln, April 5th, meant that a num- 
ber of local office folks, and some 
of the plant department employes, 
got together for a few hours of 
checking and final preparation the 
evening of the Sth. 


Miss Merle Lawder, Lincoln di- 
rectory clerk, who is chairman of 
the finance committee of the Busi- 
ness and Professional Woman's 
League of Nebraska, attended the 
State convention at Columbus, 
April 18th and 19th. Merle was 
the editor of the Golden Rod this 
year, the publication issued by the 
Same organization. 


Miss Lillian Rank of the Lincoln 
local office. establishes a new rec 
ord. April Ist, Lillian was oper- 
ated on for appendicitis and the 
next day was sitting up. A week 
later she was back on the job with 
the doctors permission. On April 


22nd we learn that she is planning 
on playing tennis in a few days. 
We don’t see how it can be done, 


but she did! oe 
Mrs. F. P. Eikenbary, chief op- 


erator at Burr visited friends at 
Union several days in April. While 
there she visited the local exchange 
Mrs. Clark, the chief operator be- 
ing an acquaintance of long stand- 


ing. 


Everett Day, janitor boy at Adams, 
is the captain elect of the 1930 
basketball team of Adams _ high 


School. 


Alex Pauley, rackman at Has- 
tings, was in Salina, Kansas a few 
days visiting friends. (Girl friends, 
we believe.) 


The new spring directory for 
Hastings was delivered April 1st. 
Nearly 6,500 directories were de- 
livered this spring. And last but 
not least, it’s getting bigger and 
better each issue. 


Lucile Wentick, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Wentick has been 
ill with the mumps. Mr. Wentick 
is chief testman at Hastings. 


Mr. C. W. Motter, Lincoln, was 
a pleasant visitor at the Hastings 
exchange, April 17th. While in 
Hastings Mr. Motter started to 
“shoot” (camera) the different 
parts of the town, including a num- 
ber of telephone employes. iter 
a number of shots he had to stop 
owing to the fact that he was out 
of films. No serious injuries were 
reported. 

The Hastings Safety League held 
their monthly meeting Friday eve- 
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ning, April 19th. Mr. E. F. Burke, 
Lincoln, gave a short talk on “‘ac- 
cidents and their causes.” Mr. L. 
C. Williams manager at Fairfield, 
gave a demonstration in slight of 
hand performance. The rest of the 
evening was spent tying bandages. 


Mr. Hobson, the undertaker at 
Weeping Water, remembered the 
Operators at Weeping Water this 
Easter with a potted plant. Mr. 
Hobson has remembered us every 
Easter with an Easter lily and this 
year he sent us a cyclamen. 


Employes Join in Safety Meetings 

In order to create a greater in- 
terest in the prevention of acci- 
dents, plant construction employes 
throughout the territory are attend- 
ing once a month, accident preven- 
tion meetings. All men in both of 
these departments are required to 
attend. 

These meetings are conducted by 
E. F. Burke, safety first instructor, 
and include a review of the past 
year's accidents and their causes, a 
discussion regarding the proper 
and improper use of tools, a course 
in the application of bandages, and 
demonstrations of the prone pres: 
sure method of resusciation. 


These classes of instruction are 
held in addition to the regular ac- 
cident prevention meetings that are 
held at many of the exchanges 
every week. 

The experience of the Company 
within the past year in regard to 
accidents proves that if these meet- 
ings reduce accidents by only a 
small degree the Company will be 
well repaid for the time the men 
have taken for such meetings. 


All Year Christmas Spirit at McCool 


Miss Mary E. Coleman, chief op- 
erator at McCool, says that the 
Christmas spirit lasts all the year at 


McCool. 


She has been receiving boxes of 
apples, candy, cookies, cake, saus- 
age, cream, honey, strawberries, 
flowers, vegetables, house plants, 
dishes handkerchief and other gifts 
from subscribers. 

One subscriber called to thank 
Miss Coleman and her operators 
for the good service and courteous 
treatment during illness and deatl 
in the family. Others call up to 
express their appreciation of the 
good service. 

“Kind words of appreciation like 
these make one’s task lighter,” says 
Miss Coleman, and we are inclined 
to agree. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS: 


oe ~~ = 
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Above: Miss 
Catherine Vad- 
bonker, assistant 
chief operator and 
Mrs. Bertha 
Sharp, chief oper- 
ator, Beatrice, 
Right: Walt 
Stewart, chief 
switchboardman at 
Beatrice. 


Ralph Fulton, a former employe 
in our garage repair shop, Lincoln, 
is now connected with Sudden Serv- 
ice Sandwich Shop, just across the 
street from the main building. 
When you're hungry and desire 
some “real service’ don’t forget 
“Ralph.” 


Miss Glema Miers, daughter of 
George Miers, Seward, who has 
been ill, is slowly improving at this 
time. 


Miss Laura Douty, cashier at 
Seward, visited the York office on 
March 20th. 


Mr. Grover Griffith, Lincoln 
toll testboard man, was compelled 
to absent himself from duties for 
a short period because of a minor 
surgical operation. Mr. Griffith 
spent his convalescent period at a 
Sanitarium in Topeka, Kansas. 


AP 
— 


Miss Elma Corbin, toll super’ 
visor, Lincoln, returned Monday, 


Dickenman, 


cently added to 
the equipment at 


the Beatrice has been taking the best 
exchange. 


April 15th, from a two 
weeks’ vacation. Miss 
Corbin spent her time 
visiting relatives and 
friends in Washington, 
Kansas. 


ate ate 


Miss Florence McKie, 
== — Lincoln operating depart- 
—~ ment, returned from her 
vacation April Ist. 


Miss Gladys LaRue, 


the Beatrice — {Lincoln operator, left 
manager. Right: April 12th for a week's 
The new Fordre- vacation. 


The “Copper King” 


advantage of the high 
copper market the last 
two or three weeks. With 
junk copper much higher 
than it has been for sev- 
eral years, Mr. Huddle- 
ston has assembled and 
shipped in the neighbor- 
hood of 150 tons. Hold 
your breath and figure its 
total value! 


One of the recent visi- 
tors to the Lincoln ware- 
house was Lavona Mae 
Rosenthal, three months 
old daughter of Wm. 
Rosenthal, shopman. Mr. 
Rosenthal took great pride 
in introducing the young 
lady to a few of his em- 
ploye friends. 


ate 
. 


Kenneth Smith, formerly an 
employe at the Lincoln ware- 
house, is now working in the 
supply department office. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Bell of 
Lincoln, were pleasant visitors 
at the Hastings exchange, 


April 3rd. 


ate 


Since the fishing season has 
opened several employes are 
shining the old fish pole, and 
practicing the art of casting 
and pulling out. Bob Schou- 
borg is reported to have 
sprained his neck as a result of 
too much body English. 


ale 
ts 


“Bert” Huddleston, Lincoln, Above: 
visited the Hastings exchange Brown and 
April 12th. Right: Verna 

i ex Gene Lister 
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week of April 15th, taking a 
course in Automatic Telephony. 


ate 


May Kennedy, operator at Gres- 
ham, was off duty ten days due to 
an attack of influenza. Mrs. Olive 
Wilson, student operator, took her 
place during that time. 


Miss Bernice Harper, relief op- 
erator at Bennet resigned the last 
of March to take up nurse’s train- 
ing at the Lincoln General Hospi- 
tal, Lincoln. Miss Harper’s friends 
at Bennet wish her much success 
in her new undertaking. 


ate 
“ 


Josephine Sherman has taken 
iss Harper's place as relief oper- 
ator at Bennet.’ “Jo” used to be 


with us and we are glad to have her 
again. 


Mrs. Disher, night operator at 
Adams, was off duty from March 


27th to April 6th on account. of 
illness. 


Miss Neola Newsam, Operator at 
Dawson, made a short call at the 
Humboldt office, the latter part of 
March. 


ate 
2 


Letters received from Fred Smith, 
former troubleman at Humboldt, 
who is attending the Coyne Elec- 
trical School at Chicago, tell us 


C. WwW. M eshier, 
Fairbury and G. 


W. Jahn, travel- 


ing auditor. 


Dorothy 


Ethel Rap and 


Harry Branch, wire chief at 
Hastings, was in Lincoln the 
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Elsie Burkhart, all of Fairbury trajf- 
fic department. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS: 


that he is enjoying his work and 
getting good grades in the numer- 
ous examinations. He has done 
some sight seeing and_ thinks 
Chicago a wonderful city but he 
says “little old Humboldt and the 
great open spaces for me!” 


ate 


The girls of the David City ex- 
change were hostesses at a farewell 
party given in honor of Miss Vera 
Grubaugh who has. been. trans- 
ferred to Thayer as chief operator. 
The operators presented Miss Gru- 
baugh with a beautiful mesh bag. 
The evening was spent socially and 
at a late hour refreshments of ice 
cream, cake and coffee were served. 


Visitors at the David City of- 
fice during the month of April 
were Mrs. Maude Davis, Filley 
chief operator; Miss Viola Chadd, 
Lincoln operator; and C. G. Ben- 
net, York District manager. 


C. S. Nevins, and Francis Brown 
of Ashland, and H. Knudson of 
Valparaiso attended the First Aid 
meeting at Wahoo, April 8th. 


Marie Stewart, Helen Bullock, 
and Inez Daharsh, Wahoo oper- 


ators, spent Saturday, April 6th in 
Omaha. 


Bob DeVore of York takes ex- 
ception to Mr. Rexford’s statement 
in the last News to the ef- 
fect that he has the “only” 

Ford truck. Bob says that 

he has a new Ford truck 

also and that if it is not the 

best it is right up among | 

the best and submits pice | | 
tures to substantiate his 
statement. 


so ttengengrerage 


Thanks to Mr. R. H. 
Ojers, the girls at Platts- 
mouth have been provided 
with individual lockers 
which we appreciate very 
much. 


Miss Hilda Wallengren 
of Plattsmouth has been 
confined to her home for 
the past few weeks due to a 
severe illness. She is great- 
ly improved and anxious to 
resume her work. 


Miss Matilda Olson’ of 
Plattsmouth underwent a 
miner Operation for an in- 
fection in her foot recently. 
“Tillie” is improving rapid- 


( 
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Clarence Meister, nephew of Mary 
Meister, Humboldt Telephone op- 
erator. Telephone readers, no doubt, 
remember hearing of the injury the 
youngster received to his legs in the 
blades of a mowing machine last 
year and will be glad to know that 
he is able to walk again. 


Miss Velma and Inez Hardy of 
Lincoln visited the Douglas ex- 
change, March 24th. 


ae 


Miss Inez Hardy of Lincoln as- 
sisted at the telephone office at 
Douglas for two weeks, Mrs. Brad- 
ley being ill with the flu. 
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Miss Martha Merz, assistant chief 
operator, Seward, made a combined 
business and pleasure trip to Lin- 
coln on April 6th. 


to 0 
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Miss Laura Douty, cashier at 
Seward, visited the York office on 
March 20th. 


F 
* 


Ruth Warner, line operator at 
York, is off duty on account of 
illness. 

Hattie Marquardt, toll operator 
at York, is confined to her home 
on account of illness. 


During the month of March a 
call was placed to Senator Howell 
at Washington, D. C. from the 
David City exchange. The con- 
nection being established in less 
then ten minutes. The David City 
party heard Senator Howell as dis- 
tinctly as though it had come from 
a telephone at David City. 


“Hap” Bull, of the David City 
plant department blazed the trail 
for his fellow fisherman last Sun- 
day morning. After a few hours of 
untiring effort, both casting and 
thawing the ice from his trusty 
“old rod and reel” he suddenly 
was gripped by that ‘‘grand and 
glorious feeling,’ a hard strike and 
the landing of a large black bass. 
Lots more luck to you, Hap! 


te 


W.C. Maxfield of Weep- 
ing Water returned to work 
March 4th. Mr. Maxfield 
recently underwent an op- 
eration for appendicitis. 


Seward office enjoyed a 
visit from Miss Evelyn Gan- 
non former operator, on 
March 23rd. Miss Gan- 
non is suffering from ear 
trouble and we are hoping 
to learn soon of her im- 
proved condition. 


Little Bobbie Jensen, son 
of Mr. C. H. Jensen, man- 
ager at Plattsmouth, has 
been seriously ill for the 
pact month. At the pres- 
ent time we learn that he is 
Improving. 


Frank Lutz, service de 
partment lineman, Lincoln, 
resigned March 20th to ac- 
cept a position with the 


ly and will soon be back at Jrene Koeding, day operator, Waco, Nebraska, whose United Saving and Loan 


work. we are certain. 


pleasant “Number, please?” greets Waco folks. 
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Association of Auburn. 
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Believe it or not, but a man came 
into a telephone oflice— the Has 
tings office possibly—and asked the 
clerk for a dozen roses. The clerk 
told: him that he must be mistaken 
and that he was in the telephone 
office. “I know,” said the in- 
quirer, “but where's your plant de- 
partment?” 


1 ¢ y 


Some time ago at Burr when a 
ticket was required for cach toll 
call placed at any exchange, a stu- 
dent operator was cautioned to re 
spond quickly when her station 
was signaled after placing a long 
distance call. On one occasion, rev 
sponding to the signal for her sta- 
tion, she listened in and, hearing 
no one speaking, said, “Hello, toll 


call! Hello, toll call!” 


Mt 


On a call from York to Exeter 
recently the operator asked, “Is 
this 127)?"  Subseriber reports, 
“No, this is the other side of the 
wire. 


Gresham folks want to know 
Hoover has a telephone. Is it a 
party line? 


Belreve wt oor not, this 1s Charlre 


eshier, Faubury manager. 


Subscriber to information oper: 
ator: To want the number tor Mr. 
White on Court Street. 


Information operator (trying to 
help subscriber): Do you mean 
the White that lives in the brown 
house on the corner? 


Subscriber: No I mean the one 
that lives in the blue house in the 
middle of the block. . . . (Court 


street is three miles long). 
3S sa ¥ 


Beatrice toll operator: (Trying to 
secure the number for Henry 
smith at Fairbury.) This is long 
distance. What is the number of 
Henry Smith? 


Fairbury operator: We do not 
have a Henry Smith, but we have 


dl) A. B. 


Beatrice Operator: Docs A. B. 
have a Henry too? 


ae 
This One Expects Too Much 


A patron at the Bennet office 
stepped into the booth and after 
being connected with a large busi- 
ness firm in Lincoln said, “Say, 
this is the same fellow that talked 
to you two wecks ago.” 


Ruth Sullivan, operator from 
Hastings, is at home visiting her 
parents at Bennet. Hastings has 
common. battery service while at 
Bennet we still use the crank. 
Ruth had occasion to use the tele 
phone but forgot the difference. 
She stood there many minutes 
waiting and wondering if Miss 
Ross, the operator, had gone to 
sleep. When she finally spied the 
crank, she received service “right 
now.” 


Atoll = testboardman asked a 
toll line construction man aut the 
gang would be working on pin 
count 7 to PO om the morning to 
which the lineman replied “Yes, 
we ll be working from 72300 te TO 


in the morning 


An absent minded girl of the 
tralfic department. on entering a 
street car the other day, handed 
the conductor thirty cents and said, 
“Stickers, please!” 


if a z 


A Lincoln student operator was 
handling a long distance call. in 
which the subscribers had been cut 
off. Ringing for the supervisor she 
said, “Two of my patrons have 
been separated!” 


ne 


Little Jennic is just learning to 
read) short words, but she takes 
great interest in the headlines in 
the advertisements, which she begs 
her mother to read aloud. One 
evening when saying her prayers 
she lisped: “Dear Lord, make me 
pure. Make me absolutely pure 
like baking powder.” 


ABOUT OUR TITLE 

For two months, readets, 
weve considered title after 
title for this page of tele- 


were half bad. But, sad to 
say, there has been no sug- 
gestion so outstanding in its 


phone jokes. None of them 
merit that we felt it must 
name this page. 


and our only objection to it 
is that it is in use in a num- 
ber of similar publications. 

So the staff have adopted 
the policy of a changing 
head each month to fit the 
mood of the season and the 
material used. 


How do you like, “May 
Daze?” If you do, then just 
wait until you see the June 
number! 


Tele-fun” was a title that 
Was suggested many times, 
| 


Have you heard abort the 
Scot hinan who has Piven up hase 
ball to take up football because he 
rl, | el, )> 
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ASTINGS, “The Pivot of America,” 


five miles of the geogravhical center of 
the United States, in Adams County. 
She is a very unusual western city, in at 
least two respects. First, her wholesale trade 
territory, because of five important railroads, 
is most unusual. Second, her retail trading 
territory is large in extent because of good 
roads leading into the city, and the splen- 
did stores. 

Hasting is primarily a city of homes and 
schools and churches, and as such, is a de- 
lightful place to rear and educate a family. 
Its unsurpassed medical and hospital facilities 
are sought by people living hundreds of miles 
distant. The newly completed Mary Lanning 
hospital pictured in the center left is pointed 
to with pride. 

Commercially, Hastings has achieved much 
distinction. Its industries are active and 
growing and do the town credit. Hastings 
is represented by a splendid daily newspaper, 
the Hastings Tribune. 

Hastings has an estimated population of 
15,000 and Hastings’ telephone population 
is 5,000 which puts Hastings in the third 
place, telephonically speaking, in the state. 

Here is located one of the five district 
offices of the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company. L. P. Young is the district 
manager of the Hastings district which in- 
cludes twenty-two exchanges in the counties 
of Adams, Clay, Webster, Nuckolls, and 
Thayer. Hastings is also the home of L. B. 
Stiner, one of our Company’s directors. 


is a thrirfty city, located within thirty- 


a 


world lays aside its burdens for dolls or fishing hooks and the 

other half shoulders its burdens a trifle more enheartened. June 
brings a new freshly plucked crop of lovely youth for the earth’s 
kindly bosom where they are mothered for a season and cast into 
the world to make their own homes and find their own happiness 
in life. 


J is that gay month of love and sunshine when half of this 


Everywhere schools are graduating fine young specimens of 
manhood and womanhood. Some of these boys and girls with all 
their freshness and enthusiasm will enter the portals of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company. They have the theory of 
those ideals of honesty, courtesy, fairness and frankness— “The 
Spirit of Service,” but they will look to us for the guiding light to 
experience they hope to attain in our Company. 


Whether or not these fine spirited youth, this new telephone 
generation, absorbs the ideals and traditions of our Company, and 
whether it is satisfied and happy in this work depends entirely on 
us. It is our duty to welcome this generation, make it feel at home, 
show in a friendly way how our duties are performed, be patient 
with it in its numerous mistakes, and in the end we will teach this 
body of youth to find real pleasure in its job. It is by our guid- 
ance and example that these boys and girls will attain a workman- 
like manner and become a worth while employe, anxious to help 
provide service for the public. 


So we have with us new brothers and sisters to pick up the 
threads of those who have gone on. The world bows in admira- 
tion and envy, and perhaps just a little in longing for the fine op- 
portunities they have had cast as their doors. But the world bases 
its faith and hope of the grand and successful centuries to come, 
when heathen and Christian will live at peace with the universe, in 
these new offerings to life—our youth. 


May there be many Junes to come! 


Lincoln Telephone News 


A Magazine Issued Monthly at Lincoln, Nebraska by and for the Employes of the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 


| Vol. XI, No. 6 


June, 1929 | 


Editorial Ring-offs 


C OMES the month of June! And with it 

comes a cover to appeal to those who have 
recently joined our ranks to commence their 
endeavors in the telephone industry. The story 
back of the picture requires more than a pass- 
ing glance—it should have your careful thought 
and consideration. 


The cover sketch is the work of Irving Hub- 
bell, Lincoln artist, with the Art Craft Engrav- 
ing Company. 

There are a lot of news items about telephone 
folks and telephone activities that do not de- 
serve special mention but which you may find 
of special interest. These are scattered through- 
out the magazine. Better not turn a page with- 
out giving it the “once over.” You might 
miss something. 

*% ok 

On another page you will find the report 
of Employes Benefit Fund Committee. The 
recent devisions in the plan as announced by 
General Manager Agee also appear with the 
report. 

BS Bo ok 

How many of you expect to spend twenty- 
four years in the telephone service? In this 
issue appears an article by George Jones, lo- 
cal manager, Hebron, entitled, “Down The Serv- 
ice Trail.’ George Jones is not only liked by 
telephone people, but by the folks of his home 
town as well. 

* Kk 

The story is told that a dear old lady who, 
when her son left home to make his way in 
the business world, presented him with a copy 
of the Bible and asked that he spend some time 
each day in reading. After about two years 
absence the son who had failed to make much 
progress in rubbing shoulders with fellow man, 
wrote his mother and asked if she would not 
send him money so that he could return home. 
The dear old lady replied, “My son—tucked 
away in the pages of that Bible is a hundred: 
dollar bill.” You know the rest.” 


The moral of this story is obvious and it is 
given to you because tucked away in the pages 
of the book containing the employes’s Benefit 
Fund Committee Plan recently mailed to all ac- 
tive and retired employes is a world of infor- 
mation helpful to the new employe as well as 
to those who have been on our Company’s pay- 
roll for some time. 

The other evening we heard a lecturer tell 
about the help and inspiration he gets from 
good reading. In this issue appears the initial 
installment of an article by Arthur Pound. Mr. 
Pound is a man outside the telephone business, 
well known in the literary world. We are glad 
to pass such contributions along by publishing 
them. 

Here’s a frank statement well worth your care- 
ful reading—Mr. Downs president of the 
Illinois Central Railroad Company, expresses 
our views on this matter to the letter. 


President L. A. Downs, “Advertising is the 
greatest single force in business life.” In terms 
of railroading, advertising is the motive power 
which pulls the gigantic train of modern busi- 
ness. Every successful businessman knows 
that is true because no business ever became 
great without advertising. 


Some people still have the idea that big busi- 
ness buys advertising space in newspapers in or- 
der to influence those papers. No smart con- 
cern does that. Mr. Downs expresses the rail- 
road opinion when he says, “Editorial opinion 
that is worth anything is not for sale and edi- 
torial opinion that is for sale is not worth any- 


thing.” The newspaper that sells its editorial 
policy is not worth a row of pins. 
hk ok BS 


Most of the material in the magazine this 
month speaks for itself, and consequently needs 
no boost on this page. But we couldn’t very well 
leave this page blank, so it becomes necessary 
for the Editor to fill it with something or other. 
That will explain the miscellaneous collection of 
observations. 
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Medical Department Established 
Department 


Mrs. Mabel Darling, Medical Department Dr. A. H. Misko Appointed Medical Director 


assistant and NUTSe, at the desk in the For Our Company 
waiting room. A patient is waiting for ex- 


amination by the doctor. 
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In The Medical 


Mrs. Darling in a corner of the Examination room. 
This shows the instrument cabinet and a little of 
the equipment. 


c-* 


T is said that the wise Chinese man pays his 
doctor to keep him well. If he becomes ill 
his doctor receives no fee until the patient 

has recovered. 


This same wisdom marks the latest feature 
offered by the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company for the service of its employes 
—a Medical department under the direction of 
Dr. G. H. Misko who has been appointed Medi- 
cal Director. The new department is under the 
supervision of M. T. Caster, plant superintend- 
ent, and R. S. Brewster, traffic superintendent. 


Dr. Misko and his assistant, Mrs. Mabel 
Darling, are located on the third floor of the 
General Office Building, Lincoln, where they 
have at their service a consultation, and exam1- 
nation room, and a general waiting room, as 
well as the quiet room which has been available 
to the girls of all departments for some time. 


The department is primarily established to 
promote the general good health of our em- 
meer 


ployes and is in line with a suggestion sent to 
the Suggestion Committee late in 1927. 


The Medical Department conducts examina- 
tions of prospective employes, handles emer- 


Mrs. Darling has had much experience in So- 
cial Service work with girls and young people 
and this with her training as a nurse fits her. 
for the task of directing health improvement 
and assisting, as matron and nurse, the girls 
employed by the company. She is a graduate 
of the Baptist College at Sioux Falls, South Da- 
kota and has taken graduate work at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. For eighteen years she 
was in Social welfare work in Aberdeen, South 
Dakota and while there was health chairman 
for the Orthopedic Hospital of the Shrine at 
Milwaukee. At the present time she is health 
chairman of the Parent Teachers Association 
for the Bethany Schools, in addition to her 
work with our Company. 


In the short length of time that Dr. Misko 
and Mrs. Darling have been with the Ccmpany 
in their new capacity, many improvements are 
to be noted, and plans are being developed for 
the extension of this health service and it 1s 
hoped that each employe will take advantage 
of the general examination feature. 


Telephone Operator Gives Life to 
Save Others 


aaa oe ie gency cases, and gives relief to employes who Among the bravest heroines of the Cleveland 
Larriett Carters es: e. 1al - ‘ a sass es ° r 

thine is the matter with Miss Carter’s blood are taken sick while on duty. Employes are 1c Clinic disaster was Gladys Gibson of Cleveland 
pressure—oh no!—but this is just to show how it’s ferred to their own physicians by the Medical a telephone operator at the clinic, who deliber- 


The Quiet Room—a haven of rest 
and comfort for the girls of the 
General Office who become ill while 
at work. 


done in the consultation room of the Department. 


Director after diagnosis. Excepting in emer- 
gency cases all examinations are made on ap- 
pointment through the superintendent of the 
department where the employe works. 


The department is thoroughly equipped with 
the customary medical supplies and instruments, 
excepting the X-ray machine. Since the Ist of 
May when the department began to function 
almost every kind of a case has come to their at- 
tention—nose and throat cases, cuts and brutses, 
skin irritations, injuries, and a large number of 
diagnosis and general examination cases. 


Dr. G. H. Misko who is the Medical Director, 
has been practicing medicine in Lincoln for the 
past three years. He is a graduate of the Unt 
versity of Nebraska and the Medical School of 
Northwestern University, serving his internship 
in Englewood Hospital in Chicago. Dr. Misko 
devotes two hours each day to this new work, at 
the same time continuing his Lincoln practice. 


ately faced her death while sending out alarins, 
and who died soon after in a hospital. 


The brave telephone girl saw death approach- 
ing in the form of a ghastly yellow poison gas, 
but she stayed at her exchange board, making 
heoric efforts to warn everyone in the clinic of 
their danger, and to rally police, firemen and 
ambulances. 


Faster than ever before in her life she 
worked, plugging in sockets in the switchboard, 
as she set all telephones in the clinic to ringing 
madly their alarm of death. 


Finally the heroic girl collapsed. Someone 
carried her out and soon she died in the hospital. 

“Greater love hath no man,” said a_ priest 
with tears in his eyes, as he saw Gladys die. 
“She was a brave and noble girl.” 


“Gladys died as bravely as she had lived, with 
a smile on her lips.”-—Associated Press. 


[3] 
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The Telephone Idea 


By Arthur Pound 


Chapter I 
OF Men and Messages 
Wine are most precious freight. Getting 


the message through is a dramatic task 

which has stirred the wills and hearts of 
men since long before the first Marathon runner 
bore tidings of victory from 
the battlefield to Athens. 
The Pony Express and the 
Fast Mail captured the imag- 
ination of America in their 
days just as the Air Mail 
has in ours. “Get the mails 
through”—whenever a dis- 
aster interrupts the postal 
service all step aside in 
obedience to that dictate. 
On the facade of the New 
York City Post Office is 
carved a sentence from 
Herodotus’ description of the first known postal 
system: “Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor 
gloom of night stays these couriers from the 
swift completion of their appointed rounds.” 
The captain of a sinking liner saves lives first, 
then the mails, then bullion if he can. Thus 
the work-a-day world, in the pinches when 
rock-bottom judgments are reached by unan- 
imous consent, testifies to its faith in words, 
for what, after all, does a mail sack con- 
tain save words, groups and packets of words 
called letters, pamphlets, newspapers, magazines, 
books? 

We even pay our bills in words, in currency 
worth no more than other paper save for the 
word of the government stamped thereon and 
with checks which would be mere scraps of 
paper except for their identifying words. No 
bargain can be struck without words; and the 
bargain is the mainspring of trade, the cement 
of a trading world. Every contract implies a 
meeting of the minds; and how can minds meet 
save through words? 

Whoever eases the path of words through 
space, whoever speeds the transport of words, 
quickens the circulation of the social organism. 
A society may grow old and stiff with age; if 
so, it needs transfusions of idea-carrying words 
to pulse through its arteries of communication. 

If we could “look into the seeds of time and 
say which grain will grow and which will not,” 
perhaps we would discover that those grains 
grow which are most clearly understood and 


The Telephone Idea is reprinted 
in the News, although it is available 
in book form, because it is one of 
the clearest and best statements of ically.” 
the telephone story and of the guid- 
ing principles of telephone men and 
women. Mr. Pound is a well-known 
literary man, author of “The Iron 
Man in Industry.”’ 

The Telephone Idea is especially ance. It was expanded in 
interesting, therefore, because it pre- 
sents the study and conclusions of 
a man outside the business. 


described. Alexander Graham Bell, whose life 
and works earned for him a right to the grand- 
est of all titles—that of seer—had this gift of 
thinking to the heart of things and reducing 
truths as yet unrealized to concise, definite lan- 
guage. In 1875 he said: “If I can make a cur- 
rent of electricity vary in intensity, precisely as 
the air varies in density dur- 
ing the production of a 
sound, I should be able to 


transmit speech telegraph- 


This prophecy, this idea 
never before expressed in 
language, became fact within 
the year following its utter- 


Bell’s application for a pat- 
ent, to cover, “the method 
of, and apparatus for, trans- 
mitting vocal or other 
sounds telegraphically, by causing electrical un- 
dulations, similar in form to the vibrations of 
the air accompanying the said vocal or other 
sounds.” 

Two years later, when the telephone was still 
regarded as a toy by the business world, Bell the 
Seer made this further foray into prophecy, per- 
haps the most successful leap into the hidden 
future taken by a modern mind: “It is conceiv- 
able that cables of telephone wires could be laid 
underground or suspended overhead, connect- 
ing by branch wires with private dwellings, 
country houses, shops, manufactories, etc., 
and also connecting cities and towns and various 
places throughout the country. I am aware that 
such ideas may appear to you Utopian and out 
of place, but, believing as I do that such a 
scheme will be the ultimate result of the intro- 
duction of the telephone to the public, I im- 
press upon you the advisability of keeping this 
end in view that all present arrangements may 
be ultimately realized in this grand system.” 

This “grand system” is now a reality and a 
more complete and effective reality than even 
Bell could vision, since it connects not only 
“various places throughout the country” but 
also has leaped the seas to compass telephone 
conversation between Europe and America. As 
yet Bell’s prophecy of 1876—“some day, all the 
people of the United States will sing the Star 
Spangled Banner in unison by means of the tele- 
phone” remains unaccomplished, but there is 
nothing to keep it from being done in some 
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coming hour of national exaltation or thanksgiv- 
ing. 

This discovery and countless others which 
have changed the world flowed from “the scien- 
tific use of the imagination.” Of old the un- 
knowns in the equation of existence wrought 
chiefly upon the fears of “the brave little biped.” 
Now, since so many of these unknowns have 
been identified, named, isolated and reproduced, 
fear yields to an equally strong ambition, desire 
to understand all life’s processes. Among all 
the ages and sectors of the world, present-day 
America is notable for the degree to which the 
people have abandoned opposition to the appli 
cation of scientific discoveries in everyday af- 
fairs. 

In this respect we are the inheritors of price- 
less boons from by-gone legions of pioneers, 
many of whom remain dim shadows against the 
background of history. As one surveys the 
long swing from the Stone Age to the Electrical 
Age, the conviction grows that unknown bene- 
factors of the human race deserve a memorial. 
Who was first to reduce the back-breaking toil 
of man and beast by inventing wheel-and-axle? 
Who invented the screw, the lever, the pulley, 
the wedge, the inclined plane? All these were 
in use before civilization dawned, all had to be 
in use before civilization could dawn anywhere. 
Otherwise, so keen is the race between Want 
and Art in this rough world of ours, no primi- 
tive mortal could have gained leisure in which 
to draw, to refine crude pictures into an alpha- 
bet, to chart the constellations in their courses, 
to originate a system of numbers, to make rec- 
ords for the guidance of posterity—in short, to 
evolve those mediums of thought-transfer by 
means of which knowledge spreads from region 
to region and persists from age to age. 


Just as there could be no continuous stream 
of thought-development except for words and no 
leisure except for tools, so there can be no prog: 
ress without communications. The early, and 
by comparison static, ages, carry the names of 
materials—Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, 
but to the later, more dynamic eras we give 
by common consent the names of things that go 
and forces that move, carrying man and his mes- 
sages through space—Horse Age, Sail Age, 
Steam Age, Electrical Age, Automobile Age, 
Telephone Age. 


The common sense verdict embodied in this 
popular phraseology is everlastingly true. The 
most significant features of any society are the 
means by which its individuals sort themselves, 
their ideas and their resources, into new com- 
binations. Every change in transporting men, 
goods and thought affects social groupings, so- 


cial life. Each step in reducing travel-time has 
broadened mental horizons, expanded trade, cre- 
ated wants and supplied them. Yale College 
was founded with money made in India by Elihu 
Yale three-quarters of a century before the 
American Revolution began. Even then, when 
swift transport and communications were un- 
dreamed of, trade drew the continents together. 
Emmanuel Kant lived in a little German city all 
his days, yet his ideas built a turntable for hu- 
man thought, shifting the trend of philosophy. 
Truly, when a man can set his words to travel- 
ing, the vital part of him has right of way 
abroad, though he himself sits comfortably at 
home the while, smoking his pipe. When travel- 
time for words is shortened, all social activities 
respond to that impetus. This response is the 
more marked and effective in degree as the new 
process is cheap, simple and accessible to a popu- 
lation. And when the winged words go their 
ways exactly as spoken by the sender, with 
every inflection, modulation and hesitation of 
speech to help each in understanding the other’s 
meaning, still another barier has been removed 
from the path of human understanding, and an- 
other advance can be scored, not only in the 
supplying of material wants, but also in extend- 
ing and deepening those noble qualities of Man, 
his judgment and vision, which Shakespeare 
links with breadth of discourse in his oft-quoted 
lines: 
‘Man is a being, holding large discourse, 
Looking before and after.” 


kok ok ok oF 


Mr. Agee Addresses Nebraska 


University Students 
C)* Wednesday, April 24th, General Man- 


ager J. H. Agee, addressed a large group 
of students at the University of Nebraska 
on the subject “Entering Business.” 
Mc. Agee is an alumnus of the University of 
Nebraska and has made a special study of per- 
sonnel requirements in the telephone field. 


J 
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F. E. Behm Before Wahoo 
Lion’s Club 
E. BEHM, assistant plant superintendent, 
, was the principal speaker before the 
Wahoo Lion’s Club at their meeting on 
May 2nd. 

Mr Behm’s subject was “Accident Prevention 
and First Aid.” In addition to his remarks Mr. 
Behm demonstrated artificial respiration using as 


Wahoo. 
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H.W. Wheeler, construction superintendent holding the 
newly discovered telephone book. 


N old weather-worn telephone book with 
ragged and faded edges was found pressed 
between the walls of a farm house two 

miles south of Eagle, Nebraska, by Ralph Rans- 
ford and Floyd Bunton, laborers employed to 
tear down the house which is located on the 
property of Mrs. Olson of University Place, Lin- 
coln. The book was given to E. C. Oberle, man- 
ager of the Eagle Telephone Company at Eagle, 
who was present at the time of its discovery. It 
is NOW in the possession of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company. 

The book is about the size of an old-fashioned 
primer and bears the date mark, “July 1, 1889,” 
four years before the great World’s Fair held in 
Chicago, Illinois, in 1893. It is composed of 27 
pages including the telephone numbers and the 
names of all the people who had telephones 
throughout the whole of Nebraska and parts of 
Western Iowa. At that time the company was 
called the Nebraska Telephone Company. 


The directory contains 2,349 telephone sub- 
scribers; while Lincoln proper alone today has 
23,000 names listed in its telephone directory. 
At the time of the book’s publication Ashland 
had 33 telephones, Beatrice, 232; Blue Springs, 
25; Nebraska City, 158; Ithaca, 2; Fairbury, 83; 
Wahoo, 50; Wilber, 4; Wymore, 18; York, 133, 
and Plattsmouth, 112. Although the following 
names were listed in the telephone directory, no 
telephone numbers were given for them: Weep- 
ing Water, Ashland, Bennet, DeWitt, Dunbar, 
Milford, Louisville, Jansen, Pickrell, Tamora, 
Union, Utica, Waco, Waverly. At that time 
Lincoln had 626 subscribers. 


The first telephones ever used in Nebraska 
were connected on November 18, 1887, these 
being one at the Omaha Telegraph Company 


Old Nebraska 
Directory Comes 


To Light 


Telephone Book Tells of 
Industry’s Growth 


which was linked with another at the Union 
Pacific Transfer in Council Bluffs, forming the 
first Nebraska Telephone Company line of com- 
munication. The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company began its work in 1903; so this 
ancient directory may become a relic of real 
value to the telephone companies of Nebraska. 

Curiosity and mystery surrounds the book 
for it was found in a house which has had no 
telephone for years. On one of its pages is writ- 
ten in a round childish hand, evidently a school 
assignment, “The Webster Frankland Reader 
and the Bethrink Speller.” At the time of its 
publication S. H. H. Clark was president of the 
Nebraska Telephone Company; J. J. Dickey, 
vice-president; L. H. Korty, secretary-treasurer, 
who was the man to bring the telephone to Iowa 
and Nebraska while he was an employe in the 
Union Pacific Railway telegraph department; 
Flemon Drake, general manager; and A. P. Fair, 
manager of the Lincoln exchange. It is believed 
that the book was dropped between the two 
walls by the deceased wife of Mr. Irving Stall 
of Eagle who moved into the house in the spring 
of 1889 and lived there for 20 years. Never- 
theless, the mystery still remains around this old 
book, for there were no telephones in Eagle un- 
til 1900, and the book bears the publication mark 
of 1889. 


Many of Nebraska’s old families and business 
concerns are to be found listed on the directory’s 
yellow and worn pages. The strangeness of all 
these numbers is that they do not seem to have 
any prefixes, so small was the list of telephone 
users that there was no need for them. Nor 
were addresses listed with the names and num- 
bers as they are today. A key page was given 
in the book whereby a person, if he knew the 
number of a certain home, could find it on the 
key beside which the subscriber’s name was 
given. Today it is against the policy of the 
Telephone Company to reveal the name of any 
person to anyone merely knowing the number. It 
is interesting, too, to note the number of saloons 
listed in the telephone directory of 1889. One 
such place was termed the Ivy Leaf Saloon, and 
another The Coliseum, although the Nebraska 
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University Coliseum was then unheard of and 
unthought of. 

It is also interesting to note that Mr. H. W. 
Wheeler, general construction superintendent at 
Lincoln, who is seen in the picture holding this 
old treasure, can number his years of service in 
the telephone industry along with those of the 
book. He began his work in 1889. He joined 
the ranks of the Nebraska Telephone Company 
as lineman in April, 1889, and came to the Lin- 
coln office on May 1, 1921 as construction sup- 
erintendent. 

Odd and comical today are the rules printed 
on the inside cover of this old book. They are 
headed by “Please Read These Rules Before 
Using the Telephone.” 

“To talk, for short distances, stand ‘six’ inches 
from the transmitter. 

“For talking over long lines, stand ‘three 
inches’ from the transmitter. 

“Talk in a natural tone of voice. 

“To listen, hold the telephone firmly to the 
ear. 

“When through talking, be sure to hang your 
telephone on the hook. 

“Do not use the telephone during a thunder 
storm.” 

The remainder of the rules are very similar to 
those used today. The old telephone book con- 
tained no advertisements of any kind. The story 
that its worn and tattered leaves tell reveals the 
amazing growth of the telephone to an efficient 


and convenient system we have today. 
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Edison Scholarship Candidate 


ONALD SARBACH, who has worked for three 
LD years at the South office of the Lincoln 

Telephone and Telegraph Company as 
apprentice switchman, and who is a graduating 
senior of Lincoln High school, is one of the 
state candidates for the Edison scholarship which 
if Donald wins will offer him 
unparalled opportunities for 
scientific fame. Donald is the 
son of Mrs. Margaret Sarbach, 
2102 “O” street. 

While earning his expenses 
and preparing for his college 
expenses by working for the 
Company, Donald has special- 
ized in chemistry and is plan- 
ning to take industrial chemis- 
try at the University in the fall. 
He was elected last week to the 
National Honor society, high 
school scholastic organization, 
and for the last year he has 
been secretary-treasurer of the 
student council. 


Donald Sarbach. 


Summer Issue Lincoln Directory 
Contains Distinctive Features 
N record time 31,000 copies of the summer is- 


sue of the Lincoln telephone directory were 
edlivered by seventy-five men and boys to 


‘Lincoln subscribers. More than 1,600 were 


mailed to the subscribers of Outside Exchanges. 

The speed with which the summer books were 
distributed was due to a large extent to the close 
supervision in the method of delivery which 
was a saving of considerable time over the de- 
livery of previous issues. 

Principal among the features of the new di- 
rectory is the Lincoln building and street direct- 
ory in the back of the book on pink sheets. This 
information was carefully compiled by an actual 
check of the buildings and streets. By this 
feature a person is able to tell the location of 
any street or building in the city. 

Another feature of this issue is the enlarged 
classified section which is a complete buyers 
guide including national trade mark advertising, 
“The Where to Buy It.” 

In size and general appearance the summer 
issue compares favorably with past issues. 

The work of compiling the directory is under 
the supervision of D. G. Bell, manager Lincoln 
business office who is assisted by Miss Merle 
Lawder and Miss Mae Marks. R. H. Stebbings 
supervised the advertising. The delivery of the 
directory was under the supervision of A. B. 
Waters who was assisted by M. Eagen. 


? ’ ¢ ' 
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Telephone Manners Are Important 


“Ad-Fax” a house organ published by Long 
Beach, Calif., Press-Telegram, recently carried 
a front page feature, “Smiling Over the Tele- 
phone,” which is a gem. It says: 

“The telephone is a vital point of contact be- 
tween any business and the public. Rightly 
used it is a greater builder of 
goodwill. Conversely, it can 
tear down more goodwill in 
five minutes than can be built 
up with a year’s advertising. 

“No successful business man 
has to be ‘sold’ on the idea of 
greeting his customers proper’ 
ly. Yet some of them forget 
that courtesy is just as essential 
over the telephone as in per: 
sonal contact. In fact, telephone 
conversation is doubly impor’ 
tant, because the party at the 
other end judges you by what 
you say, and how you say it. 
He can’t see your smile. You 
have to put it into your voice.” 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


STATEMENT OF SERVICE, PENSION FUND AND EMPLOYE 
BENEFIT DISBURSEMENTS 


Balance in hands of Trustee, January 1, 


| LS 922 FO a ee eT OC ne TTA TEC Ra $ 23,065.00 
Interest on Fund in hands of Trustee........ 2,337.34 
Transfer of Balance in Employees’ Bene- 

FO, TOOT isha heat ta piace cada emit saiee ink 108,918.10 

TORE socsicmense eT eee eee man ey ae $166,200.44 
Less Pension. POVIMCHtS eccscccccessescnsionscie 2,445.93 
Balance in hands of Trustee, December 

Olig AOE Satins: pital Bia ac ghiascdelenatus tensile $163,754.51 


| 
Annual transfer to Trust Fund.................... 31,880.00 


SLL) 11) | aan eae ATO PEER RETR ON ES ONES ERE aT? $ 2,445.93 
Accident Disability Benefits............00...2002200-+- 4,290.32 
Accident Disability Expenses............2.....22....+- 4,355.40 
Sickness Disability Benefits...2....0......0000000----+- 6,989.77 
Death Benefit-Sickness ......2...2.0000000002000000000-- 2,877.50 

| £3) (7 | Se OOS TOT EET ACRE CRS’ ADR Eee $20,558.92 


(Signed) W. L. LEMON, 
Secretary Employes Benefit Committee. 


May 1, 1929 


Employes Benefit Committee Report 
for 1928 


Pensions and Employe’s Benefits Total 


$20,558.92 During 1928 


announced a revision in the Plan for Em- 
ployes’ Benefits, Disability Benefits, and 
Death-Benefits. This announcement was sup- 
plemented by copies of the Plan which de- 
scribed in detail the new arrangement. These 
were mailed to each active and retired employe. 
The present arrangement makes the following 
changes in the prior Plan. 


RETIREMENT AGE—On and after July 1, 
1930, every employe and officer of the Com- 
pany at that time sixty-five years of age or over 
shall retire from active service and thereafter 
every employe or officer becoming sixty-five 
years of age, shall retire at the end of the month 
in which that age is reached. 

Pensions will be voted to those persons re- 
tired who are eligible to pensions under the 
Plan at the date of retirement. 

Exceptions to this rule shall be made only 
by specific action of the Board of Directors of 
the Company. 


SERVICE PENSIONS—AIl service pensions, 
that is, pensicns granted under provisions of sub- 
sections (a) and (b) of Paragraph 1 of section 
4 of the Plan, are provided for by the Pension 
Fund. 

This fund is now accumulated by depositing 
annually with a Trustee a sum estimated to be 
sufficient to take care of service pensions. 

The fund is invested by the Trustee in in- 


‘e) May 11th, General Manager J. H. Agee, 


terest-bearing securities and can be used only 
for service pension purposes under the direction 
of the Company. 


DISABILITY AND DEATH BENEFITS— 
All other payments under the Plan, that is, for 
disability by reason of sickness or accident, as 
well as death benefits, will be paid by the Com- 
pany as part of its current expenses. 


As was announced by Mr. Agee a further 
step was taken in improving the method for 
providing for pensions and other benefits un- 
der the Plan. The changes thus occasioned 
have been embodied in the revised Plan. The 
assets which formerly represented the Benefit 
Fund have been transferred to the Pension Fund 
and hereafter all service pensions will be paid 
from the Pension Fund and all payments under 
the Plan other than for service pensions, will 
be charged directly to the appropriate operat- 
ing expense accounts of the Company. 


The committee appointed to administer the 
Plan for employes pensions, disability benefits 
and death benefits, submits the following report 
covering its activities on behalf of the employes 
of the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany for the year 1928. 


The chart pictured on the next page shows 
the apportionment of the 1928 expenditures, the 
amount devoted to sickness, disability benefits, 
approximately 33 percent of the whole. 
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During the year three employes were retired 
on pensions. On December 31, 1928 there were 
ten employes on pension. 

In 1928 there was an average of 1,425 peo- 
ple employed, a large percentage of these were 
eligible to sickness benefits under the plan by 
reason of having acquired service of two or 
more years in the telephone business. As shown 
by the Secretary’s report there was a total of 
$20,558.92 spent. Of this amount the largest 
item covered payments of sickness disability 
benefits which amounted to $6,589.77. 


Under the sickness Pensions there were in 
1928 a total of sixty cases, these being cases in 
which the employes were obsent more than 
seven days, with a loss of 3,788 days. Disabil- 
ity benefits paid to 142 employes on account of 
accidents reported in 1928 amounted _ to 
$4,292.32. The total number of disability days 
during the year was 1,023. A review of the 
year’s report shows that two employes passed 
away whe were eligible to sickness death bene- 
fits under the Plan. 


J. H. Agee, Chairman, 


W. E. Bell, 

M. T. Caster, 

R. S. Brewster, 

C. P. Russell, 

W. L. Lemon, Secretary. 


It Runs In The Family 


“Billie” Bell, twelve-year old son of D. G. 
Bell, local business manager, Lincoln, and grand- 
son of W. E. Bell, commercial superintendent, 
has made a successful entry into the telephone 
world. Billie supervised the 
delivery of 1,280 copies of 
the 1929 summer issue of 
the telephone directory. 
His crew consisted of seven 


These deliveries, made 
to Lincoln residents during 
the course of three days, 
were completed without an 


— ACCIDENT 
error, and much credit is DISABILITY 
BENEFITS 


$4,290.32 


due to Billie’s managerial 
ability. His crew won 
fourth prize also in the con- 
test between teams for the 
largest number of director- 
ies returned. 

Billie represents the third 
generation of the Bell fam- 


PENSIONS 


\ 


1928 Benefit Fund 
Expenditures 
boys. Total $20,558.92 


$2145.93 7 


er SICKNESS DISABILITY 
BENEFITS 


Nebraska City News Press Discusses 
Efforts of Our Company To 
Make Service Better 


NDER the heading “Improvement in Toll 

Service to Start in a Few Days,” the 

Nebraska City News Press on May 9th 
said: 

Extension of toll telephone lines that will 
give Nebraska City far better service with large 
centers including Omaha and Kansas City, will 
be undertaken at once, according to Roy H. 
Ojers, district manager of the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company. 

The proposed improvements will necessitate 
the expenditure of thousands of dollars, and de- 
livery of 30,000 pounds of copper wire in this 
city will be made within the next few days. 

Crews of men will soon be working in both 
directions and when the new wires have been 
strung and the circuits cut in, there will be sev- 
eral additional lines of communication. 

Two new circuits carrying four wires will be 
strung between Nebraska City and Falls City, 
to be followed by two wires between here and 
Omaha via Plattsmouth. Two wires will furnish 
communication with Kansas City, while two 
will be used for Falls City service. 

In addition there will be two wires running 
directly to Omaha. 

A new line will be built out of Lincoln and 
run straight east on O street road through 
Union where it will meet the present Nebraska 
City-Plattsmouth toll line. On this new line 
there will be circuits established between Lin- 
coln and Omaha, which will permit rerouting 
some of the present toll. 
lines to Weeping Water, 
Nehawka and Elmwood. 

Linemen are expected to 
be here in a few days, and 
with the arrival of the 30,- 
000 pounds of copper wire, 
it will be distributed to 
nearby points that work 
may be rushed in carrying 


ACCIDENT 
DISABILITY out the extensions and 1m- 
EXPENSES 

provements. 
$4355.40 ene be 


Telephone Record 

Major H. O. D. Segrave, 
who established a world’s 
speed record by driving his 
“Golden Arrow’ automo- 
bile 231.36 miles an hour 


SICKNESS: 
$2877.50 


DEATH BENEFIi — | 


ily who have contributed $6,089.77 ae created a telephone record 
much to the success of the a afterward by talking to 
Lincoln Telephone and oere London, ten times within 


Telegraph Company. 


twenty-four hours. 
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Down The 
Service 


Trail 


With George T. Jones 


Local Manager, Hebron 


Y first experience with telephone prob- 

lems dates back to “the days when”—to 

“ be explicit year 1905. At that time I 
took upon myself the duties of lineman and 
night operator for the Woodston Mutual Tele- 
phone Company, Woodston, Kansas, for the 
munificent salary of $30.00 per month. We 
had thirty local telephones and five farm lines. 
At the end of the second year the number had 
climbed to about 350. My first operator was 
paid $2.50 a week for her services. I stayed 
with the Woodston Mutual for five years. In 
those days when trouble developed we hitched 
up old Dobbin and drove him to the scene of 
operation. This mode of travel was superseded 
by a sputtering motorcycle. However this 
threatened to shake the service to pieces and 


the lowly Ford was given a trial and has been 
in the harness ever since. 


After my initial five years with the above 
company I next was employed for seven years 
by the United Telephone Company of Abilene, 
Kansas, under C. L. Brown, president. Dur- 
ing this period I was local manager out of Chap- 


man, Phillipsburg, Downs and Clay Center, 
Kansas. 


I can say that I started at the bottom and 
came up through the trials of a telephone man. 
I had to repair my own ringer coils, generator 
armature coils, resistance coils and switch board 
drop coils. I have worked on Stromberg-Carl- 
son, Monarch, Kellogg and Swedish-American 
switchboards—both magneto and common bat- 
tery types. The memory of placing my first 
aerial cable will always stay with me. I made 
my own cable cars and hung cable one ring at a 
time. 

On September 1, 1920 I came to Hebron as 
manager of the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, where I still hold the position 
of manager. However I can realize that my 
work at Hebron is not alone through my own 
efforts, but the loyal cooperation of the twenty- 
three employes who work with me. I wish to 


extend hearty commendation to those who have 
worked with me in bringing the Hebron ex- 
change and other exchanges under our control 
to their present high efficiency. When I first 
came here I was made manager of Hebron, Bel- 
videre and Carleton. Since that Gilead, Brun- 
ing and Davenport have been added. 

In 1927 a new building was constructed that 
is the last word in up-to-date equipment. It 
compares in no way with the old office that 
was reached by climbing a flight of stairs. This 
new building is located on Fourth street, just a 
half block north of Lincoln avenue. The Com- 
pany recently completed a new combination 
garage and store room which will accommodate 
three cars. Any one having doubt of this fine 
building equipment is cordially invited to come 
and look it over. You will always find some- 
one glad to show you around. 
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Rock Island Bars “Hello” 
On Telephone 


To aid their patrons in securing prompt at- 
tention on the telephone, and in the interest of 
increased courtesy and efficiency, the Rock Is- 
land Lines have instructed all their employes to 
discontinue the use of the world, “Hello,” and 
instead to give the name of the office when an- 
swering telephone calls, adding the name of the 
person answering the call. It is believed that 
this plan, when adhered to, will facilitate mate- 
rially the use of the telephone and at the same 
be greatly pleasing to those calling. 


[ 10 ] 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS : JUNE 1929 


We Greet a Newcomer and Bid Farewell 


To One Who Is Departing 


Miss Nanki Field, Assistant Editor of News— 
Miss Leona Ahlman Leaves to Be Married 


By C. W. MOTTER, 
Editor, Lincoln Telephone News 


the assistant-editorship of the Lincoln 

Telephone News. Our readers will no 
doubt be interested in a word about this change. 
Miss Leona Ahlman for the past three years as- 
sistant-editor of the Lincoln Telephone News, 
and advertising activities, resigned June Ist. 


At 10:30 o’clock on Thursday morning June 
6th, at the home of her parents Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Ahlman in Norfolk, Miss Leona Ahlman 
was united in marriage to Mr. A. C. Daland of 
Lincoln. Following the wedding breakfast they 
left for an extended vacation and visit to points 
of interest in the Black Hills. Mr. Daland and 
his bride will reside at the Linden apartments. 


Miss Ahlman’s home town is Norfolk, Ne- 
braska, where she completed her high school 
course and a business course, graduating with 
high honors. She was employed in the adver- 
tising department of the Norfolk Daily News. 
She joined our Company on May 1, 1926. Dur- 
ing her employment she attended Nebraska uni 
versity, specializing in advertising. Her work 
in this field was outstanding and in 1928 she 
was elected president of the Gamma Alpha Chi, 
honorary advertising sorority. 


One of her many achievements has been the 
authorship of the “News Suggestion Service. 
She has contributed many articles 
and stories, until her name as @ 
favorite writer is well established, 
not only among readers of the Lin- 
coln Telephone News, but to other 
magazine readers as well. Needless 
to say, Miss Ahlman’s departure is 
deeply regretted, yet her host of 
friends wish her much happiness 1n 
her new home. 

Nanki Field comes to our Com’ 
pany from the University of Ne’ 
braska where she has been special 
izing in journalism. Miss Field's 
home is in Omaha where she gradu’ 
ated from Omaha Central high 
school. 

During her high school career 
she was school-correspondent for 


the Omaha World Herald and 


Five June Ist, there will be a change in 


while at the University, wrote for the 
“Awegwan” and the Daily Nebraskan. 

While attending University, Miss Field was 
employed by the Van Horn Advertising com- 
pany of Lincoln, as a writer on the staff. Miss 
Field’s work has been recognized by the Curtis 
publications where her articles have been pub- 
lished in the Country Gentleman. 

My earnest wish is that the readers of the 
News will be as generous and appreciative in 
your cooperation with Miss Field as you have 
been with Miss Ahlman, and I know she will 
respond by giving her best 

- ee: Me 


Tennis Tourney to Start July First 
A BULLETIN sent out by Norman Ott, 


chairman of the Tennis Committee 

states that the enteries for the second 
annual tennis tournament to determine the win- 
ner of the “J. H. Agee Tennis Trophy” will 
close on the evening of June 29th. 

The tournament will be played at the Tennis 
Club Courts located at 40th and South streets, 
Lincoln. From the number of people in the or- 
ganization who are out for tennis this season 
the contest promises to be one of lively interest. 
This tournament is open to all men in the or- 
ganization, regardless of their residence. 
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tho resigned, and Miss Nanki 


Field who will become assistant editor of your magazine. 
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The Beam In Thine Own Eye 
A COUPLE of men were discussing several of 


their business friends. 

“The reason why John doesn’t get 
ahead faster,” said one, “is that he has abso- 
lutely no vision at all. Give him something to 
do and tell him what you want done and he'll 
work his head off, but ask him to lay out a com- 
prehensive plan of action for the next six months 
and he is hopelessly lost. 


The talk drifted on. Presently the other man 
observed: “Now, there’s Smith. A _ perfectly 
good man and a smart man. He doesn’t get 
ahead because he’s afraid. No courage. Why, 
he’s a regular pussy-footer. Runs to the boss 
with little things that he could and should de- 
cide himself. And very likely the boss gets 
right tired of it.” 


It seems that all of us study the faults and 
shortcomings of our friends and acquaintances 
and can tell off-hand why this man or woman 
has not succeeded. But do we as individuals 
pick ourselves to pieces occasionally to find out 
what is the matter with us? Unfortunately, we 
do not. 


We can readily see that Bill Binx is careless 
about his personal appearance, but we do not 
realize that we have atrocious manners. We no- 
tice that Henry Hamm gets excited over trifles, 
but we do not see that we talk too much. We 
observe that William Winkle lacks poise, but 
we do not observe that we are too loud in our 
conversation. We do not fail to see that 
George Gloom has a nasty disposition, but we 
do fail to see that we go around peddling a 
bunch of worn-out jokes, which is almost as bad. 


And so it goes. Let’s turn the spotlight 
around for a few minutes—on ourselves. Now, 
what do we see? 


What do we see? Upon the answer to this 
question—and upon what we are going to do 
about it—depends much of our future success. 
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I Want A Telephone 


ow often does this demand pass over the 

counter each day. In the majority of 

cases the customer does not know what 

he wants beyond the fact that he desires some 

method of communicating with his friends and 
his customers. 


The value of the informal service survey can- 
not be exaggerated very easily. Each contact 
provides an opportunity for such a survey. 
These chances to properly equip each customer 
with a telephone layout that will provide a 
maximum of service with a minimum cause of 
future complaints lurk in every request for resi- 
dence and business service. 


Every order for residence service is an invi- 
tation to inquire into the need for an extension 
and a portrayal of its conveniences. Subscrib- 
ers for service in high-class residences general- 
ly require at least one additional main line, with 
extensions, and possibly a wiring plan. 


Special effort should be made to sell one-party 
service, not only in order to utilize spare plant, 
but mainly to give an adequate service to that 
class of subscribers for whom a one-party line 
would be the only solution of fully caring for 
their needs. This does not mean that two or 
four-party service should be discouraged. There 
is a certain class of subscribers for whom two 
or four-party service is not only adequate, but 
also satisfactory. 


Every order for business service creates the 
responsibility for explaining the uses of tele- 
phone service in the particular business in which 
the customer is engaged. Besides the conven- 
tional questions, that appear on the application 
card, we must keep our minds open to the pos- 
sibilities of adding a sufficient number of sta- 
tions or trunks, the evident needs for wiring 
plans, the possible profitable use of the tele- 
phone typewriter, the expansion of business to 
the point where a PBX is needed, need for a 
toll terminal, and an explanation of the conven- 
ience and profitableness of long distance and of 
the several classes of calls. 

A little reflection on the possibilities of the 
informal service survey on every contact will 
help us to convince the customer of our desire 
to serve him. Perhaps such action may cause 
him to think, as he leaves the counter, or reads 
our letter, “He helped me” rather than “He 
took my order.” 
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When You and I Were Young 


Two managers who have had considerable 


ured this month... 


exchange near Lincoln. 


experience in the telephone world are here feat- 
not as they appear today 
but as they were long years ago. It is your 
problem to guess whom they might be. The 
pictures of the men will be printed next month. 


The smiling blonde youth on the left is a 
manager who came into the employ of the Com- 
pany with the purchase of a small independent 
company in our territory in 1924. Previous to 
that time he had served with our Company from 
April, 1918 to November, 1921. 


The boy whose hair is obviously parted in 
the middle, on our right, is manager of a live 
He has had experience 
a with the telephone work ever since 1910 as in- 
ig A spector, installer, combination man, district in- 
™ #-* spector engineer, and finally as manager. He 


was made manager in 1926. 


Plattsmouth Paper Tells of Our 
Company’s Improvement Program 


NDER the title “Improving Property” the 
Plattsmouth Evening Journal, on May 8th, 


said: 


The building on North Sixth street occupied 
by the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. ex- 
change is receiving several noticable improve- 
ments that will go toward making it a very much 
more up to the minute structure and one that 
will be attractive to the eye. 


In the business office of the exchange where 
Manager C. H. Jensen and Mrs. George Tartsch 
the bookkeeper of the Company have their 
headquarters, the room has been wonderfully 
improved and is now as attractive a business 
office as can be found in the city. The room 
has had a new hardwood floor laid and which 
is polished and waxed and makes a fine appear- 
ance, while the fittings of the office have been 
renewed and the counter separating the work- 
ing space of the business office from the pub- 
lic lobby has been set back and giving more 
room for the patrons of the Company. 


New desks have been added to the office and 
which makes for the improvement of the office 
and the convenience of those who are employed 
there. 


It is planned also to continue the improve- 
ment program by having the exterior of the 
building covered with a stucco surface. The 
south side of the building will be repainted. 


Horse Show Uses Public 
Address System 


No. 3, Public Address System was in- 
A stalled on May 18th, in the Agricultural 

Agricultural Hall at the State Fair 
grounds, Lincoln to amplify the program of the 
First Annual Horse Show which was sponsored 
by the Lincoln Junior League. 

The equipment was so arranged that every- 
one no matter where they were seated around 
the large arena could hear perfectly the an- 
nouncements of the winners of the various 
events. 
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Parent-Teachers See Movies 
N May 17th, films from our Company's 
library were used as the principal enter- 
ttainment at the Denton Parent Teachers 
association at their last meeting of the year. 
The “Inside Story of Your Telephone” and two 
reels of comedy pictures were shown to approxt- 
mately 200 people. 
# * 


South American Telephones 

The first important step in equipping the 
South American continent with a modern Long 
Distance telephone system has been taken 
through the linking up by telephone of three 
South American countries, Uruguay, Argentina 
and Chile. Ultimately, it is expected that the 
different countries of South America will all be 
joined by telephone through a network of com- 
munication with the United States. 
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VERYONE has one of these thing! 
What? Why, a telephone pest. You 
have one, I have one. Let us trade. 

Send in your favorite “Telephone Pest” to 
the Publicity Director. The best Pest will 
be add to the long list of Pests from other 
companies and be reprinted in the July is- 
sue of the Telephone News, as well as be- 
accepted by everyone as the Company’s 
chief telephone pest. Send him in now. 
Let’s all try our best. 


TELEPHONE PESTS 


Wouldn't it be a joyous act 
Of undiluted bliss, 
To smash the goof who greets you 
On the phone with, ““Who is ziss?” 
—Southern Pacific Bulletin. 


Yes, that would be a lot of fun, 
We all know that is true. 
But how about this other bird 
Who always says, “Guess who?” 
—Missouri Pacific Magazine. 


But he who irks me worst of all— 
I wish he was in h : 
That dizzy gink who answers 
With a sharp, pugnacious “Well?” 
—L. & N. Magazine. 


The pompous cuss annoys us most, 
Conceited and full of swank, 
Who tells us, stiff as any post, 
“You're talking to Mr. Blank.” 
—Railway Age. 


There’s still another pest 
I'd surely like to claw: 

The bloke who loudly sputters 
With a cud stuck in his jaw. 


Rock Island. 


Sure—they’re bad, but might be worse, 
I'm tellin’ you, I know! 
Let’s swat the bird who answers 
With that discourteous ‘“Hell-o.” 
—Railway Life. 


And what about the boresome guy 
Who talks like someone’s sister, 
And always answers the telephone 
By calling himself Mister? 
—The Transmitter. 


The worestest thing of all, I think, 
(Is there no law again it?)— 

Is the bird who makes me gasp and blink, 
With “hold the wire a minute!” 


Our neighbor’s an imposing pest, 
I rate her worse than all the rest. 
Whenever we are home alone. 
She calls to use the telephone. 
—The Telephone News. 


Discovered—A Telephone Nose 


ILO ANTHONY, troubleman at Wilber, has 

a “Nose for Nature.” One day Milo 

was inspecting a pole three miles north- 

west of Wilber. He stopped, looked and lis- 

tened. A peculiar, rattling noise issued forth 

from what seemed to be a bush, and out crawled 

a snake, ready to show his snaky nature to that 

troubleman. The reptile coiled and leaped at 

Milo who rushed to the car, grabbed a spade 

and did away with the monster in true tele- 

phone fashion. Proud of his victory, he fast- 

ened six rattlers and a button on his belt to show 
the telephone office. 


Still using his “Nose for Nature” Milo 
Anthony and Manager Henry Trobough, a few 
days later while working on the line west of 
town discovered a nest of pheasant eggs, guarded 
by the male pheasant who was flying around 
nearby. ‘The nest contained 15 large sky-blue 
eggs, and was built at the edge of a bank 4 
feet high. The men removed the eggs carefully 
and took them back to town. Saline county has 
by this time a brood of young pheasants. 
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Bell Elected Director Ad Club 


D. G. Bell, manager Lincoln business office 
at Lincoln was elected director of the Lincoln 
Advertising Club for the coming year. Eight 
candidates were nominated and Bell led the field 
when four directors were elected. Mr. Bell has 
always been active in advertising club affairs. 
He served as President in 1925. 


* 
+ 


They Said “I Do” 


On Saturday, May 4th, the marriage of Kath- 
aleen Hanlin to W. J. McDowell, district plant 
chief at Beatrice took place. They are at home 
to their many friends at 902 Grant Street. 


} + 


The wedding of Marie Walizer and Verne 
Stevens of Fremont, Nebraska, took place May, 
at Council Bluffs, Iowa. Miss Walizer is the 
daughter of the chief operator at Cedar Bluffs, 
and has been relief operator at this exchange. 

Mr. Stevens is in the employ of Rumps 
Furnace and Hardware company of Frement. 


The young couple left for a trip to the Black 
Hills. 


Miss Maurine Hauck, former operator at 
Seward, was married on April 27th, to Leonard 
Ivers of Seward. The young couple will make 
their home in that city. Congratulations! 
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Telephones and Good Roads 
A S a move for greater efficiency in provid- 


ing good roads, County Commissioner C. 

H. Koenig of Jefferson has evolved a new 
idea by which the road men can accomplish 
more in a day with no greater effort. 


The extensive road program in the vicinity of 
Plymouth made it necessary to shift crews from 
one location to another in order that the roads 
could be put into shape for traffic at the earliest 
possible time. Because of the very slow move- 
ment of motor driven road equipment to and 
from the job. Mr. Koenig instructed each man 
to telephone a member of the crew at 6:30 every 
morning as to where they would be so that he 
could pick them up by car and take them to 
where the road equipment was left the night 
before. Mr. Koenig also arranged to take the 
men home by car. Formerly the men in charge 
of road work left their work at four in the aft- 
ernoon in order to arrive at the road patrol 
station by evening. 


‘Time is so essential in the building and main- 
taining of roads that the three or four saved 
each day reduces greatly the overhead cost in- 
volved. I find telephine, indispensable in my 
work because it increases production and simpli- 
fies operation,” declares Mr. Koenig. 


The same principle can also be applied to 
many other operations besides road work. 


Employes Spread Alarm of Ap- 
proaching Tornado 


ISS NETTIE GUMBEL, chief telephone oper- 
M ator at Seward, has won the respect and 
admiration of both the telephone com- 
pany and the citizens of Seward. The after- 
noon of April 24th a tornado raged through 
that section of Nebraska. A radio message tell- 
ing of the approaching tornado at Seward caused 
Miss Gumbel to phone the city schools and 
notify the school authorities. The students 
were immediately sent home in safety. 

Claude Bull, lineman, David City, working 
on a pole in the same vicinity was one of the 
few to see the storm when it first struck. He 
had the presence of mind to anticipate the com- 
ing danger; so he left his pole and ran down 
the road yelling to all he met and informing 
them of the approaching storm. 

These people are just two of the many who 
in their daily tasks manifest traditional “Spirit 
of Service.” 


Henry L. Doherty, New York, president of 
the Henry L. Doherty Company Inc., the world’s 
largest utility operator of gas, electric and oil 
properties rarely answers personal mail. If he 


thinks it need a reply he uses the long distance 
telephone or telegraph. 


Our Company's new exchange building at Exeter which will be placed into service the early part of June. Installa- 
tion of new common battery equipment is rapidly nearing completion, 
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Organization Changes 


Changes In Accounting Department 


HANGES effective May Ist, in the Auditing 

Department have resulted in the appoint- 

ment of G. W. Jahns as revenue account- 
ant, the appointment of Harold J. Laipply, 
traveling auditor, and IJ. J. Devoe has been 
added to the auditor’s staff, 


Mr. Jahns came to the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company in August, 1920 as travel- 
auditor, the position he held when he was ap- 
pointed to his present position, succeeding Henry 
Eggeret, who resigned to enter the aviation in- 
dustry. 


Having been born at Wayne, Mr. Jahns is a 
true Nebraskan by birth. He graduated from 
preparatory school and seminary at Concordia, 
Missouri, where he spent nine years. He later 
attended the University of Nebraska from 
which he graduated. Mr. Jahns is married and 
has four lovely daughters. 
His hobbies are books, chess, 
and plays. 

Mr. Laipply is a native of 
Nebraska, having been born 
in Milford where he at- 
tended grade and high 
school. He graduated from 
Nebraska University in 
1926. He came to Lincoln to 
take a position with our 
Company in the accounting 
department in October, 
1926, where he was em- 
ployed when appointed to 
his new position. 


(Above): 


Railway 


pointment 


I. J. Devoe, 
formerly chief-account- 
ant, Nebraska State 
Commission, 
who has been added to 
the auditor’s staff. 


(Left): Harold J. Laip- 
ply who becomes travel- 
ing auditor. 


(Right) :J. W. Jahns, 
formerly traveling audi- 
tor until his recent ap- 


accountant. 


A newcomer to our Company is I. J. Devoe 
who has been chief accountant for the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission for the last six years. 


Mr. Devoe is personally known to every tele- 
phone man in the state, having appeared on 
the program of the state association and at dis- 
trict meetings for the last five years, where he 
conducted round-table discussions of accounting 
methods of the commission and has been help- 
ful in straightening out many of the smaller com- 
panies’ affairs. Heisa graduate of the Lebanon, 
Neb., high school, Franklin academy and the 
Lincoln Business College. 


His first experience in the telephone busi- 
ness was with the Monroe Independent Tele- 
phone Co., where he became assistant manager 
in time. He joined the commission staff as tele- 
phone account in 1919, and after two years’ 
service left to become auditor for the Western 
Good Roads Service Co. of 
Lincoln, returning to the 
commission in 1923, 

Mr. Devoe’s work was 
largely comprised in audit- 
ing reports and supervising 
the accounting practices of 
approximately 200 compa- 
nies in Nebraska. He has 
also made investigations and 
prepared accounting studies 
preliminary to hearings 
upon application of various 
common carriers and utili- 


ties to increase rate or issue 
securities. 


revenite 
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Plant Department 
Supply Department 


James G. Smith, shopman, transferred as truck driver, 
construction department. 


Construction Department 


Frank Palesek, lineman, transferred as lineman, David 
City. 


Beatrice District 
Harold Drake, lineman, Western, transferred as line- 
man, Fairbury. 
Paul Hedrick, combination man, Beatrice, transferred 
as combination man, Greenwood. 


Lincoln District 
Walter L. Weaver, lineman, transferred as lineman, 
Seward. 


Clyde Mock, time clerk, Friend, transferred as clerk, 
plant superintendent’s office, Lincoln. 


Nebraska City District 


Glen Mendenhall, combination man, Plattsmouth, trans- 
ferred as combination man, Hastings. 


- Traffic Department 


Luetta Considine, student, David City, transferred as 
line operator, David City. 


Mary Shandera, student, David City, transferred as line 
operator, David City. 

Marie Klein, relief operator, Auburn, transferred as line 
operator, Auburn. 


Kathryn Owens, relief operator, Nebraska City, trans- 
ferred as local operator, Nebraska City. 


Elsie Burkhardt, student, Fairbury, transferred as local 
operator, Fairbury. 


Virginia Keister, local operator, Fairbury, transferred 
as local operator, Fairbury. 


Dorthy Deane, student, Hastings, transferred as op- 
erator, Hastings. 


Marion Hill, from student to operator, Hastings. 
Fern Loventz, from student to operator, Hastings. 
Minnie Schlidt, from student to operator, Hastings. 
Mabel Aker, operator, Hastings, to observer. 


Maxita Keester, relief operator, Beaver Crossing, to 
Lincoln. 


My Favorite Poem 


Send in vour bit of verse for this corner 


“Canst thou not administer to a mind de- 
ceased, pluck from the memory a rooted sor- 
row, rase out the written troubles of the brain, 
and with some sweet oblivious antidote, cleanse 
the stuffed bosom of that perilous stuff which 
weighs upon the heart?” 


“Therein a patient must administer to him- 


self.” 
Taken from Shakespeare’s “Macbeth.” 


—Ted Ray, Correspondent, York, Nebraska. 


ee 


May Service Anniversaries 


Those with less than five years service not included. 


ne 
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Tornado Crashes Telephone Lines 


UTLER County was the scene of a tornado 
on the afternoon of April 24th. The storm 
in its course traveled a distance of sixteen 

miles north and eight miles east from the point 
where it ifrst struck the earth. The path which 
was 600 feet wide led from the town of Garri- 
son across Butler county and two miles north 
of Octavia into Colfax county. 


A terrific hail storm and rain followed the 
tornado which caused considerable damage. No 
one was killed, however it was reported that 
hundreds of farm animals were either killed by 
the tornado or drowned by the floods which fol- 
lowed the rain. Farm property was damaged to 
a large extent, there being more than twenty 
farm homes and barns totally destroyed while 
many others were partially demolished. 


Our telephone lines in this area withstood the 
violence of the storm well, but in scattered places 
throughout the county the lines went down in 
sixteen places. No community in the area was 
entirely isolated, but in many instances the calls 
were rerouted and there were no delays for 
available circuits. 


Within an hour after the storm, plant crews 
were rushed into the storm area from Wahoo, 
Lincoln, York, Polk, and 
Geneva. Under the direc- 
tion of C. G. Bennett the 
crews were organized and 
in two days after the 
storm one would hardly 
have known that there 
had been one. The coop- 
eration of everyone on 
the job and the traditional 
telephone spirit was in 
evidentce and a plendid 
job resulted. 


The following foremen 
had much to do with the 
splendid work of restor- 
ing telephone service fol- 
lowing the storm: George 
Meyer, Seward: Verne 
Campbell, local manager, 
David City; Reno Weis, 
York; Leonard Gould, 


Geneva; Ernest Craig, Phanks for the buggy ride—was the exclamation 
Polk: George Cruick- of these two air minded getnlemen as the stepped 

down out of the plane after an air trip from 
Abilene, Kansas to Lincoln. R. S. Brewster, traf- Ur, his lack of nervous 


shank, Wahoo; and L. 


“Sale of Public Address System Service 
Result of Going After the Business,” 
Says McCulla 


¢¢ EALIZATION that in selling our services 

R to the public we must be on our toes 

alert never overlooking a possible pros- 

pect, will aid materially in the sale of Public 

Address System service,” remarked H. F. Mc- 

Culla, assistant commercial superintendent be- 
fore a sales conference recently. 

For the next five months the numerous out- 
door affairs offer many opportunities for the 
sales of this service. Since the introduction of 
Public Address System service into our territory 
five years ago, it has entrenched itself perma- 
nently in the favor of users and public alike. 
This is evidenced by the 32 engagements made 
during the year 1928, and the many contracts 
signed for 1929. In addition to county fairs 
further uses suggested are, picnics, carnivals, 
Fourth of July celebrations, baseball tourna- 
ments and any public gathering whether it be 
indoors or out of doors. 

Bo BS * of BS 
Multiplying Time 

Following a two day conference with officials 
of the United Telephone Company, H. F. 
McCulla, assistant commercial superintendent, 

| R. 8S. Brewster, traffic 

ae —~Nas = superintendent returned 
pues. to Lincoln, Friday, May 
v4 17th in the Union Aero 

ed Company’s plane the 

Spirit of Service.” With 
the pilot they left Abilene 
at 11:30 and arrived at 
the Municipal Airport in 
Lincoln 90 minutes later. 


Ordinarily passengers 
who are making flight 
for the first time are im- 
pressed with the grandure 
of the scenery from a 
plane, but, according to 
all reports McCulla’s 
vision was exceptionally 
keen in locating all of the 
cemeteries between Abi- 
lene and Lincoln. 


Commenting on the 
trip Pilot McCrary said, 
“This man Brewster acts 
just like a veteran of the 


Walentine, construction fic superintendent in front, standing behind him ness before we_ started 


department. 


is none other then H. F. McCulla, assistant com- — yyag especially noticeable 


mercial superintendent. 


[ 18 ] 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS : JUNE 1929 


A Tribute 


C6 HE other day I had the rare pleasure of 
meeting George T. Sprecher down here 
at Bennet. Mr. Sprecher was down on 

business, but he took time enough to stop at the 

offic to see me. During the years that I have 
been with the company I have had numerous 
contacts with him and have learned to like and 
respect him, so I was more than pleased by his 
call. In the course of an enjoyable visit Mr. 

Sprecher showed me a beautiful card encased 

in an ostrich leather folder. It bore an inscrip- 

tion certifying to the length of service Mr. 

Sprecher had with the telephone industry. 


As he showed it to me his eyes sparkled with 
pride, and what justifiable pride it was. Thirty- 
one years and eight months with the Bell com- 
pany and ten years and four months with the 
Lincoln Telephone Company; forty-two years in 
all. What a record to look back upon! As I 
looked at the card I could see more than mere 
type was telling. I could see forty-two years of 
honesty and loyalty. Here was a man that had 
not allowed himself to be blown hither and 
thither by whim or circumstances. I could see 
consistancy and steadfastness of purpose. I vis- 
ualized a man that loved his work. 


-~_- 


The telephone industry was just 
a year old in Nebraska back in 1885 
when Mr. Sprecher joined it, and 
every day for forty-two years he 
contributed to its development and 
growth. A year ago, he retired on 
a well earned pension. I felt like a 
beginner in spite of six years of 
service and yet it seems that I can 
see something in those years that 
perhaps I overlooked before. The 
years that you have served may be 
the beginning of such a service rec- 
ord as Mr. Sprecher’s. Who 
Knows?’’—Alex M. Geist, Manager, 
Bennet, Nebraska. 


eo 
Mrs. F. F. Roderick Dies 


Mrs. F. F. Roderick, wife of R. 
R. Roderick, manager at Blue 


SEE 


OBITUARY 


Wife the utmost regret we announce these 

deaths. To the bereaved families we extend 

the deep sympathy of the officers and employes 
of the Company 


L. 


T. J. Jones, father of George T. Jones, local 
manager at Hebron, passed away at his home in 
Woodston, Kansas, April 12th. 

* oS 2 

Mary Baird of the traffic department at Fair- 
bury received word of the death of her grand- 
father May 9th. 

* ok * 

Employes of the Lincoln Telephone Company 
extend their sympathy to Rex Wenders, whose 
father died May 16th. 

x oe ox 

Marilyn Strasser, five year old daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Strasser, Lincoln, passed 
away, Tuesday afternoon, May 7th, as the re- 
sult of injuries sustained when struck by a truck. 

Beside her father and mother, Marilyn is sur- 
vived by her two brothers, Richard and Dale. 
Mr. Strasser is supervisor of supplies for our 
Company. 


Springs, passed away, Tuesday, Yes! everyone of these fellows are tennis fans. This picture was taken 


May 14th, following a lingering ill- 


just before the finals in the 1928 tournament for the “J. H. Agee 
Tennis Trophy.” This group with several new entries will be seen 


ness. Mrs. Roderick is survived by in action during this year’s tournament which begins July 1st They 


her husband and her son, Hilton. 


are left to right, front row: Dewy Nelson, Joe Hartley, Francis Back- 
strom, and Guy R. McDowell, runner-up in the 1928 tournament. 


Mr. Roderick is the immediate past Standing, left to right: L. M. Campbell, Norman Ott, chairman of 


president of the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association. 


the committee; Dave McDonald, winner of 1928 trophy. Mr. McDon- 
ald is now with the Kearney Telephone Company at Kearney, and 


A, B. Waters. 
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T is undoubtedly true that 
the average man is ever 
looking upward and on- 

ward. He wants to do bet- 
ter in many things includ- 
ing work, play, morals, do- 
mestic life, saving money, 
and the development of his 
mind and body. 

In order to accomplish this, there are certain funda- 
mental truths that should be known to all, especially 
to those who desire to make a success of the business 
of living, in which we are all engaged. One of these 
truths is this: Whatever you get in this world you 
must pay for—now or eventually—here or hereafter. 
It may be success you seek, it may be education, it 
may be friends, it may be wealth, it may be fame, it 
may be pleasure—whatever it is you must be prepared 
to make a sacrifice for it. You cannot expect some- 
thing and give nothing. It may be that you will make 
payment in extra hours of work, in the study of speci- 
fication books, or a greater effort during the regular 
hours, or additional thinking, or in pleasures given up, 
Or in inconveniences suffered. 

Sometimes the price we pay is too much—when 
we pay for pleasure and excitement, with the loss of 
self respect, loss of health, loss of opportunity and 
sometimes loss of liberty. Therefore, we can say that 
life consists largely of giving up one thing for another. 
This alone will insure our success and greatness for he 
is truly great—be his sphere great or small—who does 
the greatest good to the greatest number in his sphere. 


Work has been started on Estimate 2611 which 
covers the cost of toll circuit rearrangement and addi- 
tions between Auburn, Nebraska City, Falls City, 
Omaha and St. Joseph. This work is being handled 
by Foreman Hodge and his crew. 

Work has been started on Estimate 2629 which 
covers the cost of providing additional toll circuit be- 
tween Hastings and Grand Island. We will take care 


Plant Progress western Bell will 
By Thad Cone 


Construction Department 


of the circuit from Hastings 

to Doniphan and the North- 

provide 

circuits between Grand Island 

and Doniphan. 
% % % 

R. C. Boling and his crew 
of Lincoln, are busy fin- 
ishing Estimate 2430 which 
covers the cost of rebuilding the Lincoln-Hastings toll 
line between Lincoln and Pleasant Dale Junction, re- 
placing the copper wire throughout this section and 
placing two additional circuits between Lincoln and 
Crete. 

B. F. Ferguson and crew of Lincoln have been busy 
unloading 8 carloads of poles in the Lincoln pole 
yard and also distributing the poles for the toll cable 
replacement, extension and consolidation of parallel 
leads on North 14th Street. 


Foreman Hobson and Smith and crews are at work 
stringing additional circuits between Lincoln and Eagle 
which is a part of the toll circuit changes for the D 
carrier between Lincoln and Omaha. 


Work has been resumed on the toll line rearrange- 
ments between Elmwood, Weeping Water, Nehawka 
and Union. In addition new toll circuits for type D car- 
rier between Lincoln and Omaha are being worked by 
Foremen DeWolf, Moss, Woodward and crews between 
Eagle and Plattsmouth. 


ste 


Pr 


Foreman McDowell and crew are busy on the Esti- 
mate covering the cost of repairing the local distribut- 
ing plant at Polk, Nebraska. It is also planned to use 
the pole line jointly with the city line company, who 
have asked that we place the pole for the city. 


Poles and material are arriving in the York District 
right and left, and all of the farm jobs will soon be in 
full swing, providing winter does not set in too soon. 


Above Center: B. F. Furgeson’s crew at work in the pole yard at Lincoln. Left: Frank Belizer, cable splicer, 
displaying his home in the air. Right: Joint pole lead on East “A” street in Lincoln. Bottom: L. C. Ander- 
son, cable supervisor; Lloyd E. Rife, cable splicer and Russel Steel, helper, all of Lincoln. 
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These charming young ladies are Havelock operators at the new airplane factory. Left to right—Eva Palmer, Vera 
Wasson, Ferona Patterson, Florence Frick, Minnie Jewell, and Ruth Gaslin. 


N the evening of May 14th, 

Misses Frances Virgil and 

Dorothy Warner entertained 
at a miscellaneous shower for Miss 
Helga Ahl. Twenty-four girls of 
the Accounting Department - sat 
down to tables which shrieked be- 
neath the weight of copious quan- 
tities of chicken and “‘fixings.” 
Bridge and “bunco” were played 
during the evening to the accom- 
paniment of wild cries of “whadda 
you mean trumping my ace” and 
“sive me them dice and let some- 
body shake ‘em that can.”’ Florence 
Mills threw the best-educated dice 
and won the “bunco” prize, while 
Rose Riggs had the best cards up 
her sleeve and won the bridge 
prize. Considerable dancing was 
indulged in by those who resisted 
the temptations of the table and 
ate ‘not well, but wisely.” Those 
who did were escorted to rocking 
chairs and handed palm leaf fans. 
Miss Ahl received many useful and 
beautiful gifts. 

oe * 

The Traffic Department at Syra- 
cuse has a beautiful new mirror in 
their rest room. : 

Miss Caroline Schneider, oper- 
ator on the Nebraska City ex- 
change, will return to her duties 
soon, after a leave of absence on 
account of illness. 

* & & 

Miss Grayce Stevens, chief oper- 
ator at Polk, and her sister, Miss 
Blanche Stevens decided upon a 
holiday and spent it in Omaha, 
April 27th, where they saw “Broad- 
way Melody.” 

+ * 

Vacation-time is upon us. Two 
of the College View operators took 
their vacations in May. Mrs. Lota 
Wolfe spent a week of her vaca- 
tion visiting in Hastings, and Miss 
Thelma McWilliams visited relatives 
in Kansas City. 


Mrs. Nellie Lamb and Miss Eva 
Stutz of the traffic department, He- 
bron, spent May 4th in Lincoln. 

Miss Helen Bauer, operator, 
Priend, is spending ten days in 
Chicago, Illinois. Mrs. Anna Hous- 
ton is working the relief. 


“0k oe 


Miss Gretchen Lindercamp, toll 
operator, and Mrs. Anita Calvin, 
night operator, at Wahoo have 
been off duty several weeks on ac- 
count of illness. Both are now on 
the road to recovery and we hope 
to have them back with us soon. 
Mrs. Walter Dockwiler and Elna 
Lofquist, both former operators, 
have been assisting during their 
absence. 

Mrs. Charlotte Porter, Lincoln 
toll supervisor, returned Friday, 
May 3rd, from a two weeks vaca- 
tion which she enjoyed by taking 
a rest at home. 


te 3 ale 


Now that April ist is past and 
che tax assessor no longer roams 
the land, the automobile business 
is quite distinctly looking up. Three 
members of the Accounting Depart- 
ment are. sporting shiny new 
wagons. Guy McDowell is shifting 
the gears of a Pontiac; Elvin West- 
erhoff is scraping mud from the 
fenders of a Ford Coupe and—lis- 
ten to this one—Dewey Nelson is 
waving from the window of a 
Pontiac coupe. 

Jessie Hock of the Fairbury traf- 
fic department is spending her va- 
cation in Council Bluffs and Kan- 
sas City with friends. 


* kK a 


Hazel Moist, operator at York, is 
off duty on account of illnes. We 
hope she will be well soon and 
back with us again. 
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Mrs. Helen Guilker, traffic de- 


partment, Lincoln, resigned May Ist. 
od os + 


Mr. Willis Clark was employed 
in the accounting department on 
May 16th, as material clerk. 

ar 

Mrs. Mayme Carroll and chil- 
dren, of Tamora, spent Mother’s 
Day at Grafton with Mrs. Carroll's 
mother and sister. 

Bo 3 x 

Miss Maurine Hauck, former op- 
erator at Seward, was married on 
April 27th, to Leonard Ivers of 
Seward. The young couple will 
make their home in that city. Con- 
gratulations! 

ES Bs 4 

On April 18th, the Misses 
Frances Bunting, Esther Bailey and 
Mrs. Brandt were treated to a most 
tasty luncheon by Florence Roeder 
at her apartment at Hastings. These 
operators are all prepared to testify 
to the excellence of Florence’s 
cooking. 


Mary Sedlack, chief operator, and 
Jessie Fitch, assistant chief operator 
at Plattsmouth paid the new office 
at Louisville a visit May 3rd. They 
were very much impressed with the 
new system and equipment in use 
in rendering service. They also 
made a trip through the New Ash 
Grove and Portland Cement Com- 
pany’s plant which was considered 
a marvel in the eyes of both girls. 
This was Miss Sedlak’s first trip to 
Louisville. 

It is said that Jessie Fitch, oper- 
ator at Plattsmouth, has the rare 
distinction of having at one time 
found Ex-governor Morehead’s 
brief case between Plattsmouth and 
Louisville, for which the governor 
sent her $5.00 for its return. 


Mr. Anita Stovick, former oper’ 


on May 9th. 


LINCOLN 


} 
. Sigs ee | 
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(Top to Bottom)—Mrs. Mayme Car- 
roll, chief operator, and her children, 
Charles and Charlotta, and Zelda 
McLain, day operator, all of Tamora. 


Happy birthday! During April 
Miss Laura Douty and Miss Beata 
Merz of Seward celebrated their 
birthdays and received many beau- 
tiful gifts. 


Mrs. Alice Nehe of Lincoln spent 
a few days in Tamora visiting her 
sister, Mrs. Mayme Carrol, operator. 


Miss Loyola Finigan, toll sup- 
ervisor, Lincoln, is spending her two 
weeks vacation at home. 


ate 


a 7. 


Miss Grace Hathaway, Lincoln, 
traffic department, entertained nine 
girls at a delightful dinner on May 
3rd, at her home. 


The Lincoln Warehouse is glad 
to report that D. Gilmore, Robert 
Donaldson, and Harry Smith, who 
have been on the sick list for some 
time, are back at work again. 


Clyde Mock has been transferred 
from the supply department of the 
Lincoln warehouse to plant depart- 
ment 

* * tk 

The fellows on Martin’s gang, in- 
cluding Jack Mankameyer and Chet 
Baldwin, of the warehouse at Lin- 
coln, are nursing sore arms as the 
result of a forced vaccination. 


Bernice Smith, toll operator at 
York is off duty and is spending her 
vacation at Lincoln and McCool. 


Miss Ann Seymour, traveling in- 
structor, was in York recently sup’ 
ervising the dividing up of the 
panels on the switchboard so as to 
distribute the calls evenly among 
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the different operators. This re- 
quired considerable change on the 
switchboard and rearranging jump- 


ers on the l. D. F. 


Faith Kulhanek, operator at Fair- 
bury, attended her aunt’s funeral 
in Independence, Kansas, May 5th. 


Waunita Childs, operator at Fair- 
bury, enjoyed her two weeks vaca- 
tion at home. 


John Manners, manager at 
Wahoo, and Mrs. Manners spent 
April 27th and 28th in Albion, 


visiting friends. 


A new Telephone sign has been 
placed in front of the building at 
Wahoo. 


Miss Ruth Stewart has been em- 
ployed as student operator at 


Wahoo. 


Several of the College View, Lin- 
coln, operators were -out-of-town 
visitors during the month of April. 
Miss Mildred Spring visited friends 
at Syracuse, Miss Lavee Mills 
visited her parents, Superintendent 
and Mrs. Mills at Sutton, Miss 
Mildred Reynolds visited her sis- 
ter at Beaver Crossing, Miss 
Romona Harper visited in Bennet, 
Miss Alberta Corner in Omaha, and 
Thelma McWilliams at Cedar 
Rapids, lowa. 


Miss Mary Bethscheider, oper- 
ator at Hebron, spent May 9th in 
Lincoln. 


George T. Jones, George B. 
Hayes, J. Breckmeyer, and Hobart 
Ball of Hebron attended the First 
Aid meeting at Nelson, April 16th. 


Miss Maurine Allidritt has been 
employed as student operator at 


Friend. 


Miss Mary Bornemeier, relief op- 
erator for the Murdock Exchange, 
who has been quite sick for some 
time is getting along nicely at this 
time and expects to resume her du- 
ties at the exchange soon. 


Mr. J. A. McKinzie, district man- 
ager, and Mr. R. S. Brewster, traf- 
fic superintendent, Lincoln, were in 


Murdock, Tuesday, May 7th. 


Miss Artemise Smith, line oper- 
ator at Polk, visited her cousin, Miss 
Millicent Davis at Lincoln, recently. 


Miss Velma Rockwell, an opera- 
tor at Nebraska City, will resign 
May 18th. She is to be married in 
June. Congratulations Velma! 
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Mr. R. R. Helm, manager; Wil- 
lard Kastens, combination man; 
Sophia Windels, chief operator; 
and Irene Hobbs, assistant chief 
operator, all of Syracuse, attended 
the cut over at Auburn. 


Many flowers and shubbery have 
been planted around the new build- 
ing at Syracuse which adds much to 
its appearance. A metal sign has 
been erected at the front of the 
building, also. 


A Little Family History Uncovered 

During the removal of the wall 
paper in the operators rest room 
at Plattsmouth, recently, the names 
of all the employes at the time of 
the cut over in June, 1913, were 
plainly written on the plaster that 
used to be the door to the wire 
chief's room. The names and the 
whereabouts of these employes fol- 
low: 

Laura Meisinger, Gobelman’s 
paint shop. 

Anna Warga, cashier, Robert's 
Dairy, Omaha. 

Marie Nesladek, chief operator 
at Blair. 

Hermie Rotter, married—lives at 
Plattsmouth. 

Ruth Hetherington, married— 
lives at Plattsmouth. 

Mabel Brown, married—lives in 
California. 

Grace Perry, bookkeeper, Platts- 
mouth Journal. 

Harriette Forbes, married and still 
a reliable operator at Plattsmouth. 

Alma Speck, lives in Lincoln. 

Lulu Welsh, married—lives in 
Omaha. 

Lee Skinner, now with Telephone 
company at Sheridan, Wyoming. 

Anthony Nesladek, wire chief at 
Fremont. 

Ed Black, now dead. 

Frank McConnell, killed in 


France. 


Miss Minnie Jewell, graduated from 

Havelock High school in May. Miss 

Jewell will be one of the new stu- 
dent operators. 


LINCOLN 


Miss Ruth Rodine, relief 
Operator at Polk visited in 
Omaha, May Ist. 

Miss Esther Willman, Ne- 
braska City operator, enjoyed 
a pleasant vacation from April 
22nd to May 6th at her 
home. 

Mr. Glenn Mendenhall, 
third class combination man, 
was transferred to Hastings. 


Miss Adele Windels, of the 
Syracuse traffic department, 
took one of the leading parts 
in the Senior Class play given 
at Belle Isle, May 10th. 


Miss Irene Gardner, of the 
Nebraska City exchange, will 
start her vacation May 18th. 


Charles Slusser is employed as 
apprentice combination man in the 
plant department at the Nebraska 
City exchange, having begun his 
duties March 27th. 

* yt 
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Mr. Larry Madigan, employe of 
the construction gang at Murdock 
was injured while carrying poles. 
He was sent to Lincoln for atten- 
tion. We are sorry about his mis- 
fortune and hope he may soon be 
back on the job again. 


* ste 


Mr. Otto Buch of Murdock, who 
has been working with the construc- 
tion gang here, was off duty Mon- 
day to have his tonsils removed. 


The Murdock Exchange has re- 
ceived its new booth which will be 


installed in the telephone office in 
the near future. 


Elsie Burkhart, student 
Operator at Fairbury, was 
called to her home at Hays, 
Kansas, On account of the 
serious illness of her 
mother. Word from Miss 
Burkart tells us of the much 
improved health of her 
mother; but that she wil] 
not be able to return to us. 


Martin Brockmeyer, com- 
bination man at Fairbury 
is at his home recovering 
from a recent accident in 
which he sustained severe 
bruises and lacerations. Mr. 
Brockmeyer fell from a pole 
striking a barbed wire 


fence. Left to Right)—Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Dorland, and 

5 39 4 ; ' 
their two “kiddies.” Mr. Dorland is manager of 
Dora Schmidt, cashier and new news  switchman at Lincoln, has 
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The children of M. CG. Table Rock. 
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(Lejt to Right) —Leota Wilson, operator, Dun- 
bar: Ruth Stewart and Anita Calvin, students 
at Wahoo who are graduating in May from 
Wahoo High school; and Erika Johnsen, new 
employe in the Wahoo traffic department. 


Elmer Daugherty, an employe in 
the storeroom at the Lincoln Ware- 
house, was recently called out of 
bed one Sunday morning, before 
breakfast, (11:30 A. M.) according 
to the best evidence, to put out a 
small fire that had started in the 
rear of the warehouse. 


F 


Miss Irene Gardner, Nebraska 
City operator, spent Sunday, May 
Sth, with Mr. and Mrs. Grant 
Fallers at Syracuse. Mrs. Fallers 
was formerly Miss Helen Ottnat, 
popular operator at the Nebraska 
City exchange. 


: 
oh ~~ 


Frank Sigden, an employe in the 
garage of the Lincoln warehouse, 
recently paid Municipal Judge Polk 
a visit, at the latters’ request, and 
returned feeling somewhat “‘light- 


er.’ It looks like the boys 
will have to learn to drive 
these “new” Fords in second 
gear. 


0 ’ s 
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Miss Viola Gardner, Willma 
McIntire, and Verda Kircher, 
attended the showing of 
“Broadway Melody” at 
Omaha, on May Ist. 


Howard Wells, combination 
man at Geneva, recently paid 
the boys at the Lincoln ware- 
house a visit. Mr. Wells is 
one of the many employes in 
the field, who, at some time, 
have been transferred to the 
shop at the Lincoln warehouse, 
for training. 


The Miss Virginia Jenkins, 
Marie Portsche, Myrtle Carroll, 
Cleda Kendall, Grace Hatha- 
way, and Gladys Unland, all of the 
Lincoln traffic department, enjoyed 
a picnic dinner at Crete, May ‘7th. 
They also visited the Crete Mills. 

Misses Martha and Beata Merz, 
operators at Seward, motored to 
Lincoln, May lst, to hear Madam 
Schumann Heincke. 


Two toll operators at Seward, 
Misses Hattie and Esther Elms- 
hauser are enjoying their two weeks 
vacation at home. 

Miss Wilma Wilkerson, Lincoln 
toll operator, left for a two weeks 
vacation, May 6th. 

Miss Beulah Rohlfs has been em- 
ployed as relief operator at Seward. 


On Sunday, April 21st, 
Miss Frieda Hoffman, toll 
operator at Hastings, enter- 
tained Mrs. Sibyl Brandt, at 
a chicken dinner. The din- 
ner was so good that the 
guest stayed on for the eve- 
ning meal. 

Miss Eva Salmon, Sut- 
ton; Mrs. E. H. Wellman, 
Clay Center; Miss Hohn- 
stein, Harvard: and Mrs. 
Grace Prewitt, Fairfield; 
were in Hastings, April 
23rd, attending a confer- 
ence conducted by Mr. C. 
C. Donley, chief engineer, 
Mr. L. P. Young, district 
manager, and Miss Sarah 
Horn, instructor. 


ale 


L. B. Doane, chief 


(Curly) Gardner, Nebraska correspondent at Fairbury; and Mrs. Sybil Brandt, returned from Omaha 
City, are ill with the chief operator and Frieda Hoffman, toll operator where he attended a Super: 


measles. 


at Hastings. 
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visors Training conference 
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under the direction of W. S. Mader 
of the Northwestern Bell, during 
the month of April. — 


Looks rather serious when a 
young man lets a young lady wear 
his “double eagle” ring on the tell- 
tale finger. Ask anyone in the Lin- 
coln traffic department for particu- 
lars. How about it “Al?” 


Mr. C. H. Harper, combination 
man at Friend, is off duty for sev- 
eral days to have his tonsils  re- 
moved. Good luck to you Mr. 
Harper! 


The commercial and 
plant rooms at Friend have 
been redecorated. 


Miss Helen Bauer, oper- 
ator at Friend, has returned 
to her duties after a ten 
day vacation. 

* sk k 

Harry White, Lincoln, 
testboard man, returned, 
May 13th, from a_ two 
weeks vacation spent in 
Kansas with relatives. 


The Lincoln Telephone 
baseball team lost their 
first game to McGrew Ma- 
chine Works, 4-0, but won 
their second game from 
the State House employes, 
2-1 and the third game 
from the Nebraska Printers, 
7-4. Let’s see more of the 
baseball fans out and with 
lots of pep! 


Ralph Burkett, Lincoln, 
combination man is taking 
his two weeks vacation be- 
ginning May 20th. ‘Sena- 
tor’ is planting his garden! 

oh k * 

Miss Orpha Lee began 
her duties as service board 
operator, May 20th, at the 
Lincoln exchange. Miss Lee 
is taking Miss Leon LaRue’s 
place who resigned May 28th to 
leave for Chicago where she will 
attend dancing school. 
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No umbrellas, slickers, or galoshes 
were needed, according to the in- 
vitations, for the miscellaneous 
shower given in honor of Leona 
Ahlman, assistant-editor of The 
Lincoln Telephone News, by Har- 
riett Carter, of the traffic depart- 
ment, Edna Custer, commercial de 
partment, and Maree McQuistain, 
and Mrs. F. Perrin. 

Twenty-eight guests gathered at 
the home of Mrs. F. Perrin, each 
bringing a lovely gift for the home 
of the new bride-to-be. The house 


was decorated in gay spring flow- 
ers, and tables were set for bridge. 
A two-course luncheon was served 
at the bridge-tables which, accord- 
ing to the partakers, certainly tasted 
“like more.” First there were 
novelty sandwiches and coffee, and 
then there were dainty white in- 
dividual cakes with pastel frosting 
flowers imbedded on their tops, ac- 
companied by ice-cream slippers 
which were pink with high lavender 
heels. 

The honor guest was given a set 
of clothespins each bearing a ques- 
tion tied around it. For each 


clothespin-question successfully an- 
swered, Miss Ahlman was permitted 
to keep a clothespin. She declares 
she will have enough clothespins 
now to last the whole office-force 
a life-time. 


Toll line repairs between Emerald 
and Seward and circuit rearrange: 
ments between Lincoln, Seward and 
Milford are under way again. This 
work is being handled by Foreman 
Valentine and crew. 


Myrna D. Young, Havelock op- 
erator, spent Sunday, May 5, 1929, 
visiting friends in McCook, Ne- 
braska. 
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The Telephone crew of Seward 
are still working on the lines at 
Tamora. 


Reconstruction work on the Mur- 
dock Rural lines is now in progress. 
Those on the gang are A. B. 
Smith, foreman, Lincoln; Paul 
Guelker, Lincoln; Larry Madigan, 
Friend; Dan Eichoff, Floyd Hite, 
Otto Brick of Murdock; and 
Vernon Stewart and Frank Cole- 
man of Greenwood. 


R. A. Carlson and R. F. An’ 
drews, transmission inspectors of 
Lincoln, visited the Burr ex- 
change May 28th. 


Some repair work was 
done on the well at Burr in 
the latter part of May, un- 
der the supervision of R. 
Helen manager at Syracuse. 


On May 6th, Glen Men- 
denhall, who has been in 
the employe of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph 
Company for the past sev- 
eral years, was the guest of 
honor at a very pleasant so- 
cial event at the offices of 
the Company at Platts- 
mouth. Mr. Mendenhall 
has been transferred to 
Hastings to be with J. P. 
Lahr, former manager of 
Plattsmouth, and as an ex- 
pression of the esteem in 
which he is held, Glen was 
made the guest of honor at 
the social event arranged 
for him. 


Three of the Polk tele- 
phone force and the man- 
agers wife took part in a 
fine home-talent play, 
“Sweetheart Town,” a 


(Top to Bottom) —Esther Bailey, assistant chief opera- Frederick B. Ingram _pro- 
tor, Florence Roeder, operator, and Frances Bunting, ob- duction, under the auspices 
server. Doesn’t this prove that Hastings has pretty girls? Of the American Legion, 


given in Polk at the Viking 

_ theater, the evenings of 

April 25 and 26. They were: Arti- 

mise Smith, line operator, Mrs. 

Chas. Chrew, wife of the manager 

at Polk, and Grayce Stevens, chief 
operator. 
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W. E. MacDonald, chief install- 
er of the telephone system, was 
transferred from Louisville to He- 


bron where new installing is being 
done. 


Berna Truner of the Lincoln 
traffic department, who underwent 
an operation for appendicitis May 
18th, is convalescing at home. She 
will return to her work in two 
weeks, 


A subscriber called into the Lin- 
coln office the other night and 
asked for the long distance rate to 
Washington state. When the op- 
erator inquired as to which town 
she.. wanted,.. she.. said,.. “Oh, it 
doesn’t make much difference. Any 
one will do!” 


J 
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On a long distance call, the op- 
erator said to her subscriber, “I can 
hardly hear you.” To which he re- 
plied disgustedly, “Well, that’s 
funny. I’m talking right into the 
receiver!” 

Bs 


Local Supervisor (thinking a 
child is playing with the telephone): 
“Hello, hello, do you wish to call a 
number?” 

Negro Man’s Voice: “‘No sah, 
Miss, I don’t want no numbah.” 

Local Supervisor: “Well, you 
mustn't play with the telephone 
then.” 

Negro Man's Voice: “Miss, I 
ain't playin’ with de phone, the 
recevah just fell in the sugah bowl 
and I’se bin likin’ the sugah off de 
recevah.” 


Ralph Connors, an employee in 
the storeroom of the Lincoln Ware- 
house, was recently “touched” by 
Municipal Judge Polk for being 
caught “opening up” the “Cad.” 
From the way Ralph © snorted 
around, the Judge must have 
knocked him down rather than 
“touched” him. 


ate 
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A construction job order entitled, 
“One Trailer for O'Dell,” recently 
came to the Lincoln Warehouse. An 
employee noticing the heading re- 
marked, “Gosh, Al. must be gonna 
take the neighbors with him on his 
vacation.” 


Operator J. S. at Bennet com: 
plained to the manager that her 
headset was noisy. 

Manager tests head set and finds 
the transmitter very noisy. Upon 
closer examination it is discovered 
that a bridgework of two teeth is 
down in the mouthpiece and sure 
enough, after observing the opera: 


tor for a moment or two, a gap in 
her dental array is noted. Aha! Mr. 
Watson you are right. J. S. was 
so busy she didn’t even miss it when 
it fell out. 

A young lady stepped into the 
Waverly office and going into the 
booth asked for a number at Green- 
wood. The operator being ready 
with the call, asked her to deposit 
ten cents. The young lady quick- 
ly replied, “Charge it!” 

Spring Poem 

Spring has come, 

Winter has went, 

It was not did by accident. 

The birds are flown 

As you have saw 

Just as it should have must— 

Haw! Haw! Haw! 

—Dewey Nelson, 
Accounting, Lincoln. 
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Long distance was calling Mr. B, 
and as he had to be called to the 
telephone, when he reported the 
calling party was out. He waited 
for a little while, then he told the 
party, from whose telephone he 
was talking, he could not wait any 
longer, but if they called again to 
tell them to call his wife. 

When the operator called again 
this party said, “Mr. B could not 
wait but he said for you to call his 
wife, and she would talk.” 

“But we are calling Mr. B. per- 
sonally,” the operator said. 

“Oh,” he said, “that’s all right, 
they can talk to her, she does all 
the talking anyway!” 


So Careless of Him 
Voice over Wire—“Madam your 
husband has been run over by a 
truck! 
“Good Heavens! On the after- 
noon of my bridge party!” 


A gentleman called by phone the 
family Irish maid and asked her— 
“Can you tell me of my wife's 
whereabouts?” 

The maid hesitated and replied— 
“To tell ye the truth, I really be- 
lieve they're in the wash.” 


Aint Love Grand! 


The sun had long since sank or 
sunk, 
The moon had rose or risen. 
He slowly put his hand in hern 
"N she put hern in his’n. 
He said, “We'll live as cheap as 
one. 
She smiled’n said she'd try it. 
They're married now, but one of em 
Is always on a diet. 


He Got the Job 

An Irishman read an advertise- 
ment of a music committee, for a 
musician for a festival, He went 
to the telephone and called the 
committee, saying, “Gentlemen, I 
noticed your advertisement for an 
organist and music teacher, either 
lady or gentleman. Having been 
both for many years, I offer you 
my services. 


Off the Old Block 
She enticed me into a poker game 
By declaring she wanted to learn. 
And the innocent way she said it 
Caused all my caution to burn. 
Her charm was not confined to her 


voice, 
Nor her hair, nor her eyes, nor 
her lips, 
And though only a woodcutter’s 
daughter, 


I'll tell you she knew her chips. 


‘Dad, what is an advertisement?” 

“An advertisement is a picture 
of a pretty girl, eating, wearing, 
holding, or driving something that 
somebody wants to sell.” 


A—How would you classify a 
Telephone Girl? Is hers a business 
or a profession? 

B—Neither. It’s a calling —The 
Continent. 


“Why are you so pensive?” he 
asked. 

“I’m not pensive,” she replied. 

‘But you haven't said a word for 
twenty minutes.” 

“Well, I didn’t have anything to 
say." ; 

“Don’t you ever say anything 
when you have nothing to say? 

“No” 

“Well then, will you be my 
wife?” 
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An Announcement 


| 
i] 

Scientists tell us that eighty-seven per- 
cent of the people today get their impres- 
sions quicker and more clearly by sight 

| than any other way. Bearing this in mind, | 
our Company inaugurated on May Ist of | 
| this year the Safety Poster Service as an 
/ auxiliary to the Accident Prevention pro- | 
gram. 
| These posters, striking in color and de 
sign and of such size as to be easily read 
contain a message which sticks to the mind | 
of the reader. They are mailed each month 
| 


from the office of the First Aid Instructor 
_ in Lincoln, to the field where they are 
| placed on the bulletin boards by persons 
designated to perform this duty. 


Posters containing messages and_illus- 
| trations directed especially to children and 
| those bearing seasonable subjects are 
' posted in full view of the public so that 
they may have the opportunity of reading 


them. 

| The purpose of the Poster is to stimu’ 
late a sense of individual responsibility 
among all employes and the public alike to 
| the end that we may become Safety 


Minded. 


M. T. CASTER, Plant Superintendent. 


The House More Liveable 
T's keynote of the house more liveable is 


convenience. What woman in these days 

would wish to carry coal to the kitchen 
stove, scrub clothes the old-fashioned way, or 
pump water from the kitchen sink? What man 
would enjoy the latest novel with nothing more 
than the old-fashioned oil lamp to read by? The 
house more liveable must have convenience not 


only in these things—but in its telephones as 
well. 


Most families recognize the advantages of ex- 
tension telephones. They would, of course, like 
to know how they can get extension telephone 
service best suited to their needs and pocket- 
book. 

The purpose of these paragraphs is to remind 
you that we are going to keep on talking about 
everyone becoming ““Sales-‘minded” until every- 
body is pushing the sale of extension telephones 
to their utmost. We haven't yet scratched the 
surface of selling. 
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Telephone Adds New Aid To Its List 
| Of Public Services 


The A. A. A. and the Telephone Serve Lincoln 
Telephone Patron’s Needs 


tires. They merely call for help. The 

poor struggling motorist who skids into 
the ditch on some far-off road-side away from 
all civilization no longer needs to fall to his 
knees and pray to the Unseen Power io send 
him a friend in his distress to pull him back to 
town. In fact a young man of today does not 
dare to tell his best girl that he is “out of gaso- 
line’ or that his “motor refuses to run,” for 
the well-informed person of this day and age 
knows of that great and growing institution 
called the American 
Automobile Associa- 
tion which is the only 
organization of its 
kind in the entire un1- 
verse, and 95 percent 
of its business 1s car- 
ried on by means of 
the telephone, both 
through local and 
long distance lines. 
The Lincoln Automo- 
bile Club has four 
telephones which are 
kept constantly ring- 
ing, bringing reports 


[ee are no longer expected to change 


Club to its patrons have increased as have the 
number of telephone calls, and each year shows 
a far greater increase than the year before. 
The American Automobile Association’s rapid 
growth is shown by the fact that the Nebraska 
Motor Organization, which is a separate organ- 
ization from the Omaha Automobile Club which 
covers Douglas county, and the Lincoln Auto- 
mobile Club which covers Lancaster County, 
was just organized last August, yet today it has 
a Membership of 1,800 and 380 service stations, 
doing their business entirely by long distance 
telephone calls. The 
local clubs work with 
the State club which 
in turn cooperates 
with the American 
Association, the na- 
tional organization 
composed of 1,076 
individual Automo- 
bile Clubs. This year 
steps have been taken 
to cooperate with 
foreign automobile 
clubs, resulting in an 
international chain of 
automobile clubs. 


on weather and roads Ladies are no longer expected to change tires—they merely The Lincoln Automo- 


from the entire state, 
and also reporting ac- 
cidents and calls for aid. During the recent 
storms which swept over the middle west, 1,800 
telephone calls reached the local office in one 
day; while the garage received 110 emergency 
calls. 


Auto Club’s Rapid Growth 


During the year of 1928 the Lincoln Tour- 
ing Bureau handled a total of 21,680 telephone 
calls and helped 31,000 tourists plan routes and 
arrange vacation trips. About 50,000 pieces of 
literature describing parks, hotels, camp points 
of national parks, tourist cabins, and road maps 
were distributed. A new development of the 
Lincoln Bureau is the formation of pamphlets 
telling about the various lake and ocean lines to 
all parts of the country and world. Also dur- 
ing the past year Lincoln Auto Club members 
made 1,523 calls for emergency road service. 
Each year the services rendered by the Auto 


call the Emergency Road Service for help. bile Club plans to 


close the year of 
1929 with a membership of 2,000. 


The Services at Your Command 


The Lincoln Auto club may be said to be a 
civic service organization. It has served its pa- 
trons over telephone and counter for 12 years. 
There are many advantages for the individual 
auto owner in belonging to the Automobile As- 
sociation. For instance, this affiliation entitles 
its members to the services of the 1,086 A. A. 
A. clubs in the United States. There is free 
emergency road service, day or night, which in- 
cludes starting cold or frozen motors, changing 
tires, delivering gasoline, towing out of mud, 
towing to town of wrecked cars, starting dead 
cars caused by ignition, gasoline, battery, starter, 
binding brakes or motor trouble. Then there is 
free legal advice by competent attorneys for 
traffic rules and regulations, collisions, and any- 
thing pertaining to automobiles. Also there is 
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free road information—maps, logs and routes; 
assistance in locating stolen cars; legislative pro- 
tection; personal accident policies; supporting 
of state and national highway programs; the 
giving out of radiator emblems and identification 
cards, and last but not least safety work in which 
the Auto Club cooperates with the police and 
city officials in attempting to safeguard pedes- 
trains and children. The club has erected a 
number of signs, calling drivers’ attention to the 
fact that they are nearing school buildings and 
should drive carefully. 

A program of true civic spirit is ever held by 
the Lincoln Auto club. It upholds equitable 
taxation, economical expenditure of motorists 
tax money, good roads work, desirable laws af- 
fecting motorists, promoting street and highway 
safety, and punishing automobile criminals and 
hit-and-run drivers. It serves hundreds of peo- 
ple daily, giving them accurate road information, 
maps, tour books, guides, hotel and cottage tour- 
ists camp directories, detours, mileage, detailed 
road information on any road in the United 
States, Canada or foreign points. 


The Auto Club Aims to Please 

As may be supposed, the great number of 
calls are for tire service and mechanical assist- 
ance. However, even though all the troubles 
and appeals are not of a mechanical nature. The 
troubles reported are of as many varieties as 
their are parts to a car. The average driver 
knows little about the “innards” of his car. He 
merely knows it will go or won't go. A 
caller might refer to a spark plug, bearing, or 
cylinder in a vague way, when he does not know 
the real source of trouble at all. Some report 
unhesitantly “flat batteries,” ‘‘a drained started,” 
“batteries need retreading.” 
_ The A. A. A. furnishes advice and renders aid 
In a most unusual and up-to-date manner. Many 
amusing appeals are made to the Lincoln Auto 
Club office where Miss Agnes Neylon, secre- 
tary of Lincoln’s : 


YL 


Auto Club and man- 
ager of the Tourist’s 
Bureau for 10 years, 
endeavors to help all 
of Lincoln’s citizens 
who are perplexed or 
in trouble. She re 
cently received a cal] 
from a Lincoln fam- 
ily to send out the 
road service to put 
out a fire which had 
started on the roof 
of their home. One 
gentleman stepped 
into the office and 


asked her to find him a good chauffuer, saying 
his last one was terrible. Then again a lady 
having a well-known perfume agency wanted 
Miss Neylon to find her some good salesladies. 
In the month of June many young newlyweds 
drop in to inquire about a good place to spend 
their honeymoon. 

In addition to all this Miss Neylon has charge 
of four highway organizations, The Lincoln 
Motor Trades Association, the Good Roads 
Association, The Detroit and Lincoln and Den- 
ver Highway, and the The Harding Club As- 
sociation. When a traveler desiring to be routed 
to a distant destination calls the bureau, she can 
tell him exactly the roads and highways to take. 
Rarely does she have to stop to “look up” a 
point. As a finishing touch she always gives 
each inquiring tourist a little road map. She 
can tell exactly what parts of the road are un- 
der construction, where there is gravel, paving, 
or a new road bed. She obtains this informa- 
tion each morning from the telephone exchange 
and from county and state engineers. She also 
knows the detours on different roads. Miss 
Neylon has guided gypsies and millionaires 
from Australia, South America and to Sweden 
and other European points. When she is not 
routing travelers or answering telephones, she 
sells advertising which pays for the road maps 
given tourists. She also gets out a weekly bulle- 
tin on road conditions for the newspapers and 
prepares a daily bulletin to be broadcast over the 
radio, besides drawing various maps showing the 
road conditions. 


The civic organizations of Lincoln depend 
upon the Auto Club in a great many ways for 
aid and assistance. During the recent tragedy 
in Lincoln, when a small boy was drowned in 
Salt Creek and all efforts proved fruitless in 
finding his body, an appeal was made to the 
Auto Club to help drag the creek. They will- 


ingly sent out their service men. 
So it might be sai 


that “every day in 
every way” and for- 
ever and henceforth 
the American Auto- 
mobile Association 
and the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph 
Company are grow’ 
ing bigger and bigger. 
They are two com- 
panies serving their 
patrons all over the 
universe in one. of 
the greatest capaci- 


This man works both day and night towing injured and les ever known to 
crippled cars from road-sides to service stations. mankind. 
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New Common Battery Office At Exeter 


Significant Ceremonies Mark This 
Civic and Telephone Event 


HEN the hand of the clock reached 9:45 

Vf o'clock Saturday night, June 15, it was 

a tense moment for the thirty telephone 

people and prominent citizens of Exeter who 

had gathered at the new telephone building to 

witness an important civic as well as telephone 
event in the life of this progressive little city. 

‘“Let’s Go” said District Manager C. G. Ben- 
nett of York and as he spoke these words James 
Krejci, mayor of Exeter threw the switches 
which transferred the old magneto equipment 
which was installed twenty years ago and put 
into Operation the new three position feature 
service common battery switchboard and central 
equipment. 

The placing of the new equipment was only a 
matter of seconds of actual effort by plant men 
on duty, and Exeter’s new telephone system was 
at the disposal of the public. It was the cul- 
mination of the program started almost a year 
ago dating back to the time when rebuilding 
of the city and rural plant was started. 
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The first call to be made over the new system 
was made by H. M. Link, banker and public 
spirited citizen. He talked by long distance 
telephone to General Manager J. H. Agee in 
Lincoln. Speaking on behalf of the City of Exe- 
ter, Mr. Link extended congratulations to the 
Company for having built a splendid new build- 
ing and for having placed the new telephone 
equipment in operation. 

Mr. Agee, after expressing his sincere appre- 
ciation for Mr. Link’s splendid tribute said, “we 
shall continue in our efforts to provide Exeter 
with good telephone service, and to see that the 
telephone plant is always adequate to provide 
for the future growth of the city. 

The first local call was made by L. A. Glass- 
burn, editor of the Fillmore County News to his 
office. After greeting Mr. Dean Gibson, the as- 
sistant editor, he said that he was talking over 
the new telephone equipment and that it was 
now serving he city of Exeter. While the guests 
were being shown through the new buiding with 


Above—Four of the men in charge of the traffic’s 
cutover work at Exeter: Chris Keim, Jay Pugsley, in- 
stallation foreman; Herb Jenkins, installer; and C. C. 
Donley, traffic engineer, all of Lincoln. 

Right above—E. Behm, assistant plant superintend- 
ent “center” discusses last minute details with R. L. 
Clinton, local manager “left,’ and Jay Pugsley, in- 
stallation foreman, “right.” 

Right—Men who installed new telephones before 
the cutover. Front row left to right—P. C. Wich- 
man, L. T. Cain and C. W. Bennett. Back row Left 
to right: I. Haith, G. Wilson and Jack Harmon, 

foreman 
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R. L. Clinton, local manager; C. G. Bennett, 
district manager, and R. S. Brewster, traffic 
superintendent acting as guides, plant men were 
carefully checking the new equipment to observe 
if any cases of trouble had developed. 


The new building located on East Seneca 
street in the business section of this thriving 
little city replaces the former office and the 
long flight of stairs. The structure is of stucco 
and red brick trim, and the roof is of tile. The 
building is 27 feet by 37 feet and one story in 
height. It is modern in every detail and fire- 
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Above—Left to right: A. O. Andrews, 
who assisted with the traffic department's 
cutover work and C. G. Bennett, district 
manager, York, on the steps of the new 
building at Exeter. 

Right—Above: Miss Sarah Horn, traffic 


instructor; whose work with the operat- 


ing force before the cutover was handled 
in a very able manner. 

Right—E. H. Wells, Geneva; who as- 
sisted with the cutover work and O. P. 
Knee, installer, Lincoln. Mr. Knee has a 
service record covering many years and tells 
in an interesting manner, the changes that 


he has seen take place in the telephone in- 
dustry, particularly the changes that have 


proof. Included as a part of the building unit 
is a large garage and supply room to the rear. 

To the right of the lobby, as one enters the 
building, is located the commercial office, while 
to the left of the lobby is located the new three 
position feature service common battery switch- 
board. The operators rest room which is 
equipped with comfortable furniture is located 
off of the switchboard room. 

Immediately behind the lobby which contains 
a telephone booth and suitable furniture for the 
public’s use, is located the equipment room. The 
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equipment room houses the main frame, terminal 
rack, power equipment, wire chief's test desk 
as well as the hot water heating plant which is 
operated by a thermostatic controlled oil burner. 


One of the features of the Exeter building 
which has created much favorable ccmment on 
the part of the public is the pay station located 
in the lobby from which calls may be placed aft- 
er the office is closed. 


Those present at the cutover were Mayor 
James Krejci, Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Link, L. A. 
Glassburn, editor, Fillmore County news. 
Among the out-of-town telephone people pres- 
ent were Frank Kubat, local manager; Roy 
Rogers, local manager, York; Chris Haberman, 
local manager, Friend; J. H. Haberman, local 
manager, Fairmont, and Mrs. Haberman; F. E. 
Behm, assistant plant superintendent; C. C. Don- 
ley, traffic engineer; R. S. Brewster, traffic sup- 
erintendent; H. W. Wheeler, construction sup- 
erintendent; A. O. Andrews, Chris Keim, Lin- 
coln traffic department; O. P. Knee, switchboard 
installer; Sarah Horn, travelling instructor; C. 
W. Motter, publicity director; H. Jenkins, in- 
stallation department; Jay Pugsley, installation 
foreman, and Mrs. Pugsley; Jim Aldritt, con- 
struction foreman; E. Fickett, cable splicer, Has- 
tings; Fred Apking, installer; Clarence Harper, 
combination man, Friend; Buddy Rogers, cable 
splicer’s helper, Lincoln. 
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Baseball Season Under Way In 
Lincoln 


HE Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
TT pany baseball team playing in the Y. M. 

C. A. Industrial League at Lincoln got 
away to a flying start. After losing their first 
game; they won the next six straight. 

The team this year is arrayed in snappy new 
uniforms and playing the brand of baseball that 
won for them the 1928 championship. They 
still continue to be one of the most popular con- 
tenders for the pennant this season. The team is 
being managed by George Hanson, construction 
foreman, Lincoln, who is being assisted by L. 
Anderson, cable supervisor, elected team busi- 
ness manager. 
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A Treat For Lovers Of Books 


There is a set of 24 text books on Modern 
Business prepared by the Alexander Hamilton 
Institute. These books deal in an interesting 
manner with all phases of modern business. 
Shouldn’t you like to read the story of the life 
of Theodore N. Vail as told by Albert Bigelow 
Paine in his book, “In One Man’s Life” or the 
history of the Telephone. The office of the 
Publicity Director will loan you any of these 
books upon request. 


| Members of the team are (left to right) —C. Carroll, A. Stroh, R. Conners, J. Mankamever, R. Caldwell, R. Boling. 
Tas Ve. Simpson, BE. Daugherty, R. Rauch, J. Van Horn, R. Mills, H. Smith, G. Hanson, L. Anderson. Player not. in 
picture J. Mohl. 


taken place in the construction of switch- 
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The Telephone Idea 


By Arthur Pound 


Chapter II 
Of Bell and Small Beginnings 


Fo indeed of the infinite days that are done 


meant more to the days which are to come 

than March 10, 1876, when Alexander 
Graham Bell’s words, “Mr. Watson, come here, 
I want you,” passed through an electrified wire, 
and were heard and understood by his assistant 
at the other end. That simple, commonplace 
message—any message at all transmitted by those 
means—-promised man a new world to live in; 
a world in which a pair of seven league boots 
could stand behind the door of every dwelling 
and office, a world in which work and play 
could proceed at faster pace 
than ever before. In the 
histories of a thousand years 


tennial of 1876 may be men- 
tioned chiefly as the place 
where the telephone first 
obtained recognition from 
crowned heads and famous 
scientists. 


I hear some doubter say: 
“The telegraph.” Yes 
Morse’s telegraph needs con- 
sideration; as do many other 
steps in the evolution of 
communications. But the 
telegraph, after all, was and 
has ever remained a signal- 
ling device, youngest of an 
old family which begins with 
the beacon flares and smoke 
signals of uncouth tribes. 
Among these signalling sys- 
tems were the heliograph, 
the wig-wag and Napoleon’s 
semaphores, of paramount 
value once and still highly 


WATCH FOR US 
hence the Philadelphia Cen- yee 


sat the other end of the line. Telegraph- 
ing required even more training than flashing 
signals by mirror or by semaphore. The tele- 
graph therefore lacked the flexibility of the tele- 
phone as a means of communication. It could 
not be as private as the telephone in one sense 
or as public as the telephone in another sense. 
The fact that any normal human being could 
telephone, after a few moments instruction, dedi- 
cated the telephone to the masses beyond all 
recall; the fact that no one could telegraph un- 
til he has mastered an intricate code kept, and 
still keeps, the telegraph in a limited, though 
highly useful field of communications. 

The telegraph could bind 
the country closer in a busi- 
ness way; it could not bind 
the community closer so- 
cially, bring the country 
doctor to the bedside of his 
patient, summon a _ theatre 
party together on short no- 
tice, save trips to the store 
or ease the anxiety of the 
mother of a lost child. Bell 
and Vail could and did pre- 
dict universal telephone 
service, heralding a day 
when no one in the United 
States need be out of reach 
of a telephone; but no sane 
man ever could or did make 
such a prophecy for the 
telegraph, for the excellent 
reason that the conditions 
surrounding its set-up and 
use preclude a station in 
every man’s house or office. 


The telephone, in 1876, 


“The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- was new from every angle. 
graph Company kiddies will come into It was a “sport,” as a botan- 


useful under special condi- | their own with the August issue which | ist might say, but neverthe- 
¢ >] 


tions. All that the telegraph will be Telephone Kiddies at play is- 
Slay] ‘ae 

did was to transmit signals sue. “Watch for us!” This is the 

farther than they had pam ‘ message of the above picture, showing 


less hardy, destined to 
weather lean years, public 


i Miss Betty Cary, and her sister Miss neglect and harsh competti- 
eri C > =-TOre . e ° 
been transmitted before. It Polly Cary. Their daddy is known as] tion. Most patents, said a 


outdid the heliograph and “K. B.” and is chief of service for our 


famous patent lawyer, cover 


the semaphore in speed < Company in Lincol Ortl ictures 
: and pany coln. er p I; in 
range; yet there still re- are wanted for this issue. Let’s have plans for doing in a WOTse 
every telephone kiddies’ picture that way something that is well 


mained the expert tasks of 


reducing words to dot-and- soon as possible. 
dash signals at one end of 


those sienals back Into words 


you can send. May we have them as done already. This truism 


never applied to the infant 


Please write names on back of pic- ; 

| ; ; telephone. at he 

the line and translatino tures. If you want them returned write I It did what had 
S “Return on back of picture.” 


never been done before on 
earth, what could be done 
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without it. So devastatingly new, so revolution- 
ary, was this innovation of Bell’s that a selt-sat- 
isfied world wasted a good deal of time ridicul- 
ing the telephone and its inventor. Supposedly 
wise men of business refused to accept the free 
tender of licenses soon to be worth tortunes; 
the Western Union Telegraph Company refused 
to pay $100,000 for patents which a few years 
later it tried to overturn in the courts at a cost 
of millions. The success of the telephone was 
one of the forces that helped to break the door 
of opportunity to all manner of innovations. 


Looking backward, it is easy to be philoso- 
phical regarding the public neglect which greeted 
the telephone at its birth and the bitter opposi- 
tion which the pioneers of the telephone had to 
fight. One can say that the eighties were dull 
and stupid years full of fat pomposities and 
varnished gimcracks, an era of mansard rcots, 
iron deer, horsehair furniture, anrimacassars, 
bustles, and whiskers. Those were, indeed, 
some of the characteristics of the decade that 
made a national joke out of Alexander Graham 
Bell. Nevertheless, after due allowance for 
“other times, other manners,” a residue of 
venom remains on the record which stains in- 
delibly a number of otherwise fair reputations. 
From the treatment accorded Bell and his as- 
sociates, from the vicious attacks upon their 
fairly won and amply proved patents there is 
no escaping the conclusion that business morals 
and commercial decency in the eighties were 
lower than they are today. Every innovation 
has to endure ordeal by competition; but there 
is present in our modern world more of the 
spirit of fair play in such tests than existed in 
the early eighties. Many causes have contri- 
buted to this elevation of the ethic, of trade; a 
vast amount of cleansing water has gone over 
the dam of competition in fifty years; we have 
had our scandals and reforms, our muckrakers 
and trust-busters, investigation and legislation a 
plenty. Likewise we have had the benefit of 
certain shining examples of foursquare business, 
in which success has been a attained by fair 
means, and ideals of public service consistently 
maintained. 

Fortunately for the country the five men who 
nursed the infant telephone along had more 
than the average share of courage, faith, honesty 
and persistence. Chance brought them together; 
yet, considering the unity of the group and its 
well-rounded character, they could hardly have 
been better chosen if years of thought had been 
given to the combination. Bell tutored Thomas 
Sanders’ son, and so Sanders, a leather merchant 
of relatively small means but excellent credit, 
came in to finance the great experiment. The 
handsome young inventor, third of his line who 


had taught the art of speech to the deaf, loved 
Gardiner G. Hubbard’s deaf daughter. Here 
is one of the most exquisite of American ro- 
mances awaiting a novelist, a tender love story 
lasting from youth to age, and proceeding deli- 
cately, yet with a rugged faith, from poverty to 
riches, from ridicule to fame, from insignifi- 
cance to honors. Consider the youthful pro- 
fessor, on fire with success, rushing out of Wil 
liams’ garret to tell his triumph in the art of 
speech to one who could hear no word of his 
proud communication. A subtler language, that 
of lip-reading conveyed the epochal message to 
that constant heart of Mabel Hubbard. Be sure 
that smiles and laughter, perhaps also of joy and 
of hope long deffered, helped the lover and 
his lass to bridge the gulf of silence that happy 
day. Bell, then as always, was ardent in every- 
thing—-a perfect example of the artist-inventor 
LY PE, Truly here is no wooden, statuesque hero, 
but instead a man of temperament, tuned to suf- 
fer greatly and rejoice greatly, trusting, unsel- 
fish, unspoiled. All his life he was a giver 
rather than a taker, a yes man, rather than a 
“no man.” Immediately upon receipt of his 
first certificate of stock in the parent Bell Com- 
pany, he straightway endorsed it over to his 
wife. The telephone, in a sense, was merely 
an episode in his life, a way-station on a trunk- 
line. Bell was trying to make the deaf hear be- 
fore he invented the telephone and he kept on 
trying to make the deaf hear long after he 
passed, as a creative influence, from the tele- 
phone scene. No man knew better than Alex- 
ander Graham Bell the possibilities of the tele- 
phone as a business; others could give the iele- 
phone what it needed; while no one else ap- 
peared able to do for those deprived of hearing 
all that he thought he could do for them. 


Bell, Sanders, and Hubbard each owned three- 
tenths of the orginal Bell telephone patents: 
Watson one-tenth. Never was an inventor and 
a visionary more fortunate in his business as- 
sociates. The docket of patent law history is 
not without cases in which inventors have been 
euchred out of fame and wealth by more prac’ 
tical or intriguing minds. 

Bell’s genius was unsuited to business. Though 
his father-in-law could hardly have been excelled 
as the enthusiastic promoter of his new idea. Mr. 
Hubbard knew that the tiller of the telephone 
business required a younger, steadier hand than 
his. Mr. Sanders’ worries in financing the en- 
terprise had brought him close to the breaking 
point. Mr. Watson’s talents were mechanical: 
though the latter developed into a successful 
executive, he was then too young to take on the 
tremendous task of organizing a national system 
of communications. 
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President Woods Honors 
Camp Strader 


OME fifteen years ago the directors of the 
Lincoln Y. M. C. A. saw the need of a sum- 
mer camp for boys. It was their wish that 

this camp be located close enough to Lincoln 
that all boys of camp age 
might enjoy the privileges 
of camp life as well as bene- 
fit by the program set out 
by the Y. M. C. A. to pro- 
mote clean living, develop 
leadership and stimulate a 
high regard for citizenship. 
A camp site was selected 
near Crete, Nebraska, about 
26 miles from Lincoln. One 
of the first boys to attend 

FE. Weeds Camp Strader was Thomas 

C. Woods son of President 
Woods, and who is now Vice President of our 
Company. Another enthusiastic member of 
Camp Strader this season is Howard Agee, son 
of General Manager J. H. Agee. Howard is 
on the camp staff in charge of camp sports. 

Before the beginning of this season a survey 
was made of the camp buildings which revealed 
that a new dining hall was needed badly be- 
cause of the lack of facilities in the old building, 
and it is of interest to all employes of the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Company to 
know that President Woods built and presented 
to Camp Strader a large new dining hall. This 
new structure is 48x56 feet. It houses the main 
ding room, kitchen, store-room, work-room: and 
a screened porch covers three sides of the build- 
ing. A large fire-place is located at one end 
of the dining-hall. 

Sons of any employe of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company are welcome to 
attend Camp Strader under the rules of the Y. 
M. C. A., and an attractive folder telling of the 
camp may be secured by writing to W. A. Luke, 
ecretary of the Y. M. C. A. in Lincoln. 


nn 


ok 


i 


Purchase Plant At Ohiowa 

The property of the Ohiowa Telephone Com- 
pany at Ohiowa, Nebraska, was purchased by 
our Company from I. C. Steele, effective July 1. 

All employes of the Ohiowa Company have 
been retained and will continue to work for our 
: . 
Company. I. C. Steele, former manager will 
continue as Manager temporarily. He has not 
announced his future plans. 

The Ohiowa exchange is under the direct 
supervision of C. G. Bennett, district manager 
of York. 

The personnel of the Ohiowa exchange is as 


follows: I. C. Steele, local manager; Ray De La 
Mater, lineman; Neva Schroll, Elsie Schroll, 
Bess Lippert, and Helen Lepceska, operators. 

Ohiowa with approximately 400 telephones 
serving both the city and rural areas will be an 
important telephone center. Situated between 
Hebron and Geneva it is a strategtic location in 
furnishing long distance telephone servie to that 
section of the Company’s territory. 
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Fore! 


ACH and every department of the Lincoln 

Telephone and Telegraph Company may 

consider itself challenged by the Lincoln 
Business Office Golf Team. 


This team will meet all comers, on any Lin- 
coln course, rain or shine, day or night. The 
only requisite being that the members of your 
team must be composed of four full time em- 
ployes of your department. 

Whoa! Now, replace the turf, and get hot! 

Call George Walroth for particulars and en- 
gagements. 

ar is a gentlemen’s game, let’s keep it 
such. 
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Appreciates Good Service 


The good service and rapidity with which 
long distance calls are handled at the Beatrice 
exchange impressed Harry H. Keas of the Fisk 
Tire and Rubber Company so much that to show 
his appreciation he wrote Charles Dickeman, lo- 
cal manager at Beatrice a letter, which was ac- 
companied by a three pound box of candy for 
the Misses Helen Grunewald, operator 8; and 
Ethel Heckatharn, operator 10. The letter said 
In part: 

“You ladies have the right spirit in your 
work. You are bound to win. Keep it up. 

“Many, many thanks for the excellent service 
rendered me the last two days.” 


Crete Company Entertains 


Employes of the Crete Exchange entertained 
the employes of exchange a Hubbell, Kramer 
and Reynolds at a picnic and fish fry held at 
Tuxeto Park in Crete on June 17th at six 
o'clock. 

According to Margaret Hall of the Lincoln 
accounting department, who was invited by Mr. 
Ben Miller, manager of the Crete Exchange to 
accompany a party of friends to the outing, the 
picnic was a huge success and the “eats” un’ 
comparable. 

Mr. Miller acted as master of ceremonies. 
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Plant Employes Win Commend- 
ation Of General Manager 


NE of the finest compliments covering the 
() service of any group of employes of our 
Company, is contained in the following 
letter written recently by General Manager J. 
H. Agee to M. T. Caster, plant superintendent: 
“On the day of the Joe Walt funeral one of 
our construction crews was working on 27th 
Street and was passed by the funeral procession. 


A Lincoln business man who was riding in 
the funeral procession reported to me that 
while the funeral procession was passing, our 
men, all of them removed their hats and stood 
at respectful attention. The procession natural- 
ly passed a great many other people and the 
same mark of respect was not shown in any oth- 
er instance. This gentleman said to me that the 
courteous action of our employes was com- 
mented upon by other people riding with him 
as representing the attitude of the Telephone 
Company toward the public generally. 

I do not suppose that any one has ever in- 
structed our men to remove their hats during 
the passing of a funeral procession, but I think 
the fact that this was done deserves a commenda- 
tion and affords all of us a striking example of 
the importance of little things in our public con- 
tact. I wish it were possible for me to person- 
ally commend each one of our employes who ex- 
hibits an attitude of courtesy above the average 
but in all events, I am glad to pass this com- 
mendation on to you.” 


Please send in pictures of your children for 
the August issue before the fifteenth of July. 


Stop, Look and Listen; Get Out 
If Necessary 


ow that the out-of-doors season is here 

with us, we want to address this mes- 

sage not only to the veteran automobile 
driver, but also to the many new drivers who 
will start using the highways this season. 


Beware the railroad crossing! Death, the 
Grim Reaper, is standing there every minute 
of every hour. Let each beginner remember. 


For the information of the novice driver we 
quote from the decision of the United States 
Supreme Court, remember it during vacation: 


“When a man goes upon a railroad track he 
knows that he goes to a place where he will be 
killed if a train comes upon him before he is 
clear of the track. He knows that he must 
stop for the train, not the train stop for him. 


“It seems to us that if a driver cannot be sure 
otherwise, whether a train is dangerously near, 
he must stop and get out his vehicle. . .. It seems 
to us that if he relies upon not hearing the 
train or any signal and takes no further pre- 
caution, he does so at his own risk.” 


Here isa decision rendered by that most 
learned tribunal our country, with Ex-Presi- 
dent William Howard Taft presiding as chief 
justice. They rendered a decision, not in mean- 
ingless legal phraseology, but in simple words 
that all may read and understand—“If a driver 
cannot be sure ... he must stop and get out of 
his vehicle.” 

Your automobile is a highly perfected piece 
of machinery; it instantly obeys your slightest 
touch, but it has no brains. You must supply 
them. Get out and look if uncertain. 


As They Are Today 


Did you see those two charming little fel- 
lows printed in this section last month? Re- 
member, one was a smiling little blonde who 
still looks like the same youngster that he 
did than. The other was a brunette with a 


young serious face. 


sitions to that of 


Waverly exchanges. 


Well, here are those little boys as you may 
see them today if you chance to be out their 
way. They are, reading from right to left, 
E. L. Dorland, our manager at Table Rock, 
and A. S. Keckler of Havelock. 

Mr. Dorland has been with our Company 
since November, 1921, and Mr. Keckler since 
1909. Through their diligent efforts their 
rise in the telephone industry has been ac- 
complished by hard work, from lesser po- 
manager. Today Mr. 
Keckler is managing both the Havelock and 
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An Open Letter From The Editor 


Every once in a while the question comes 
up, What is news?” 

There is a joke about this. A famous 
editor is said to have defined news this way, 
“If a dog bites a man, that is not news. Ifa 
man bites a dog, that is news.” 


Which is humorous, but not true. Even 
in the New York Times, if a dog bit a bank 
president or the mayor or only a councilman, 
it would be worth an item. Of course, if the 
councilman bit the dog it would be a bigger 
item, but the point is, the routine occur- 
rence 1s news, too. 

Surely, what is news for the Lincoln Tele- 
phone News cannot be defined as only what 
is extraordinary. Many extraordinary things 
have no place in these columns. The Lincoln 
Telephone News is devoted to the telephone 
job and to telephone people on the job. 

News for us, with a few exceptions, is made 
up of the things we like to talk about. 

If the Company is adopting a new policy, 
a new service, a new slogan, that is big news 
for us. 

If a department is adopting a new practice 
or has made a good record in an established 
practice, that is big news. 

If an individual, on the job, does on ex- 
ceptional job or meets unusual conditions. If 
an operator off duty, or on, does something 
that is considered a public service. If a plant 
man gives first aid or performs a rescue. If 
a building catches fire and destroys cables. If 
a woodpecker pecks at a protector until it 
short circuits a line. All these are news 
items. 

Also our recreations and parties, where 


they are telephone affairs, are 11ews, but, of 
course, they are not such big news. It is in- 
teresting to folks in Beatrice to read of a 
Beatrice party or basketball garne, but folks 
in York are not particularly interested. As 
there are more than 1,500 of us must be fair 
and not expect too much space for such 
things. 

The question is further complicated because 
The Lincoln Telephone News is a magazine. 
It uses several articles of magazine type, about 
and by Company men and women and about 
the telephone industry in general. 

It uses photographs, too, as has frequently 
been remarked. 

And now, by a surprising course of ram- 
bling, we suddenly find we know what The 
Lincoln Telephone News wants. It wants 
articles, items and photographs concerning 
Company things and Company people. Ar- 
ticles and photographs composed or made by 
Company people. And these may be meas- 
ured for usefulness by one test question, “Is 
this something a large number of us would 
like to talk about? If we read of this hap- 
pening in Hastings, would we be interested 
enough to comment on it to friends in 
Wahoo?” 

Having gotten so far, gentle reader, do you 
not feel that you would like to contribute 
something to the News? Surely, you know 
something that meets the test. If you do, 
send it in. You will find the magazine is 
wide open to you. The News printed dozens 
of articles by writers new to its columns dur- 
ing 1928. Nothing that reached the editor’s 
desk was refused, with out a letter of ex- 
planation. 
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Here Are Five Lincoln 

Telephone and Tele 

graph Company Build- 

INn&s Completed Re- 
cently. 


The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company begun 

five new buildings in 1928. Four of them were com- 

pleted in 1929. During the same period mayor altera- 

tions were made on four buildings. Above, new build- 
ing recently placed into service at Auburn. 


With the completion of these new buildings 
our Company now has seventy percent of its 
operating equipment housed in Company owned 
buildings. Above, new building at Gresham. 
Right new building at Dorchester. At Syra- 
cuse, Gresham and Exeter the service has been 
converted from magneto to common battery. 
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Below, new building at Syracuse completed in 1928. 


Lit 
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arrangement of equipment and supplies of 
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A view of our Company’s warehouse and garage at 21st 
and L Streets, Lincoln, where the automotive equipment 
used for installation work in Lincoln is cared for. 


Anything that lessens the time between the 
signing of the order by the new subscriber and 
the installation of the instrument should come 
in for a lot of praise. This story tells of one 
way in which this has been accomplished xe 
through the introduction of a more modern {| = 

tool for the use of your installation forces. 
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By C. LEIBHART 
Wire Chief, Lincoln 


Its A Far Cry From Horse And Wagon Days To The Present Model “A” 


WENTY-FIVE years has witnessed a tremend- 

T ous change when installation men worked 

from horse and wagon units, to the pres- 

ent era of automobiles equipped with special 

bodies so arranged that one man now does the 

work which formerly required the work of two 
or three men. 


qe 


The intervening time has seen a tremend- 
ous growth in the Company, accompanied by 
varying conditions which necessitated changes 
in organization and methods to increasing ef- 
ficiency. 

The plant department has from the first been 
confronted with the problem of placing tele- 
phones In service as soon as possible 
after the order has been placed by 
the subscriber, and the changes in 
method that have been made from 
time to time have made with this ob- 
jective in mind. 

The changes in methods and the 
constant studies that have been made 
have accomplished noteworthy  re- 
sults. The time between the signing 
of the contract for telephone serv’ 
ice and the installation has been re 
duced to a gratifying degree. 

In the development of the tele 
phone and the evolution of the sys 
tem for employing it, we see progress 
in the efficiency and speed in furn- 
ishing telephone service from the sub- 
scribers point of view. 

Let us give more than a passing 
thought as to the change time has 


A. Blockwitz foreman in charge of the garage, pointing out the brought about in transportation? Let 


the new installers truck. US consider the year of 1904 and 
A complete description of this truck is given in this article. 


mee 1 
later compare the methods used then 


] 


with those of the present. 


Do you remember the old horse and wagon 
with the equipment and material laying loose in 
the back of the wagon, since neatness and ef- 
ficiency were not applied? Here is a form of 
transportation that has long passed from our 
view and, perhaps, from most memories. The 
installer carried over his shoulder a 
bulky box and a new telephone 
which was to be installed in the home 
of a new subscriber. This type of 
telephone was referred to as the “cof- 
fin box.” This telephone consisted 
of a backboard, bell box, and three 
compartments for wet batteries. This 
telephone was about five feet long. 
With the aid of a helper the installer 
managed to carry enough material to 
the subscriber’s home to complete an 
ordinary job in two and one-half to 
three hours. 

To reach the more distant sub- 
scribers the means of conveyance was 
a team and wagon. Each wagon usu- 
ally carried one foreman, two line- 
men, a ground man, and an installer. 
When any one of the men needed 
material, he had to scratch around in 
the back of the wagon until the 
proper article was located. 

When a drop was to be installed, 


one man held the coil of drop wire at the pole 
while the other started toward the house. With 
this gang of men, eight telephones installed in 
a day was considered a good day’s work. It 
usually took about one-half to three-quarters of 
an hour to reach a distance of twelve or four- 
teen blocks in good weather. The place, no 


A side view of the installation truck. This new type of cab not only 
provide a desirable protection for the installer, but finished in the 
new fleet color makes a splendid appearance on the streets. 
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doubt, could have been reached sooner but that 
much time was usually allowed to reach this 
point. 


In winter snow or icy streets, the first to be 
taken into consideration was the shoeing of 
horses. They all had to be rough shod before 
starting out on their day’s work of battling 
sleeted streets. This shoeing wasted a consid- 
erable amount of time and was charged to the 
installation job. 


A few years later the plant was in better con- 
dition. More cable had been strung and fewer 
men were needed to do the ordinary installation 
and maintenance job. The one-horse rigs were 
put in use and the gang was decreased to two 
men, a lineman and an installer. This change 
cut the installation expense about one-half. The 
same amount of work was done as previously 
with four men. The big item, of course, was 
the amount of traveling time which usually 
amounted to approximately two hours per day 
for each rig. 

Taking care of trouble in these days was an- 
other problem. The troublemen could walk 
eight, ten or fifteen blocks, take their bicycles 
or street car. Very little material could be car- 
ried with them since all they had was a small 
grip and some loose material. If the job was of 
such a nature as to require additional material 
the work was either left or temporarily repaired 
until a drop wagon could pick it up. Jt-was 
usually forgotten and the subscriber suffered the 
consequences. 

In later years motorcycles were purchased to 
accelerate the work in transportation. This 
mode oftravel did speed up he work and lessen 
the traveling time. Still, an insufficient amount 
of material could be carried. In bad weather 
he machines had to be left on the pavement 
while the old horse or team had to be re- 
sorted to. 

In 1915 the first installation truck was pur- 
chased in Lincoln. This truck was nothing 
more than a truck body with some boxes and 
bins placed n the back for supples. In bad 
weather a large canvas was drawn over the 
back to protect the equipment and material. 

The driver was protected by a top. In cold 
weather the driver was greatly exposed. 

Later cars were purchased with a cab and a 
large installation box, as it was called, was 
placed on the rear of the truck with several 
large telephones which were used at that time 
for only two or three compartments could be 
protected. The remainder of the sets had to be 
laid in the back behind the installation box. 
There were a few drawers and a box provided 
for the small material such as knobs, screws, and 


tacks. A reel was also placed upon the top of 
the box for carrying the drop wire and was used 
also as a pay out reel. These trucks were thought 
to be a fine thing. 

We will now consider present day transporta- 
tion. The installation truck now in use is what 
we call a “small storeroom on wheels.” The 
improvements made in the outside plant and 
transportation are more efficient necessitating 
the employment of only one man on each truck 
as was done in past years with a team and four 
men. 

Fach telephone can now on account of its 
size be placed in a separate shelf of such a type 
that it needs no protection. The shelves are so 
arranged that the equipment cannot be marred 
in the least. This is a great improvement over 
the past as we all know from experience what 
our subscribers said when the installer brought 
in a telephone that had been scratched or 
marred. “Take that old thing out. I don’t want 
it.” This is not the case now, however. 

In our present type of container a place is ar- 
ranged for each of the important pieces of our 
equipment, such as transmitters, dials, and re- 
ceivers. There are enough of these little com- 
partments to care for each article and all danger 
of breakage is overcome. There is, in fact, a 
place provided for all of the material needed to 
be carried for one whole day’s work. 

The installers have their ladders, such as an 

extension and a step ladder and there seems to 
be nothing missing in order that they might do 
a complete job no matter what. it might be. 
When the job is done it is what we telephone 
men call -‘finished.”. We expect it to be finished 
for at least ten years. 
_ The old days of suffering from cold weather 
in winter are past. The installer sits in a closed 
cab with a heater at his feet. During rainy 
days all he has to do is shut the window as one 
would do in a home. With all these modern 
conveniences the installers of today are able to 
double the output of the past. 

Let us Say Just a few more words about the 
troubleman. He also is prepared for whatever 
may come. Our modern automobiles are of the 
coupe model “A” type. They are so arranged 
that the troubleman can carry his tree trimmer, 
ladder, and three or four sets for repairing the 
job in the first class way. Many of the jobs of 
today are done by the troubleman, when in the 
past it was left for some one else to do. If our 
patrons have a bad looking telephone with the 
nickel worn off, the card frayed, the inside wire 
bad, or the drop impaired he goes to his truck 
and the material is at hand. All he has to do 
is pull out a drawer and the materia] is there be- 


fore his eyes. No time need be spent to look 
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through a hundred different items, as was nec- 
essary in the past. 


Today with the truck so conveniently ar- 
ranged, the installer or repairman need not want 
for any greater means of economy in transporta- 
tion. 


The model A type of installation truck is 
equipped with a side mirror and turning signal. 
The left hand side is equipped with a ladder car- 
rier for a 12 foot extension ladder, a step ladder, 
and a cable car. 


A blue print is pasted on the rear door show- 
ing the arrangement of the drawers and where 
each item of material can be found. Drawer 
Number 1 carries inside wire, tie wires and mis- 
cellaneous material. Drawer Number 2 carries 
bridle wire, duplex wire, test set and a magneto 
set. Drawer Number 3 is equipped with com- 
partments for carrying augur bits, soldering iron, 
brick drills, file, long wrenches, long screw driv- 
ers, small tools, large tools, hammers, etc. 
Drawer Number 4 carries iron pole steps, pro- 
tector backboards, subset, wood screws, soap 
stone, test clamps, toggle bolts, and insulators. 
Drawer Number 5 is equipped with compart- 
ments or carrying butt steps, oak brackets, cor- 
ner brackets, house brackets, pole brackets, span 
clamps, five different kind of stove brackets and 
lag bolts. Drawer Number 6 is equipped with 
two trays having the capacity for carrying six 
automatic desk stands and four monophone desk 
stands. Drawer Number 7 carries four wall sets 
and four bell boxes. 

On the right hand side of the truck just back 
of the driver's seat there are three more drawers. 
The first drawer carries directories, main and 
receiver cords, mouthpiece, common battery re- 
ceivers and transmitters in bags, dials in cases, 
140ohm ringers, and three compartments for 
miscellaneous material. The second drawer car- 
ries protectors, connecting blocks, protector 
mats, toggle rings, three types of sleeves, tap, 
fish chain, and a container for three kinds of 
fuses. The third drawer carries knobs, ground 
clamps tubes, bridle rings, anchors, diamond 
screws, cleats, floor outlets and gaskets, and one 
installer’s kit. 


Just back of the driver on the cabinet is a pay 
out reel for the purpose of carrying and reeling 
out wire. A work shelf is also provided at the 
rear beneath the floor of the cabinet. 

The model A troubleman’s truck is equipped 
on the left hand side with a ladder carrier for a 
12 foot extension ladder, step ladder, tree trim 
mer and a cable car. In the rear of the body 
just back of the cabinet the various kinds of 
wire, test set, tool grip, hooks and belt, slack 
blocks, tubes, and bits are carried. The com- 


partment which opens on the right hand side is 
equipped with four drawers for carrying subsets, 
desk stands, knobs, screws, sleeves, transmitters, 


receivers, dials, and small miscellaneous material. 
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Elected President United States 
Junior Chamber Of Commerce 
T's Lincoln Telephone News has a new 


member to add to its hall of fame who 1s 

none other than Herbert F. McCulla, as- 
sistant commercial superintendent. Mr. McCulla 
stepped into this posi- 
tion when he was 
unanimously elected 
national president of 
the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce of the Unit- 
ed States at the annual 
convention held in 
Flint, Michigan, June 
15th. 

Mr. McCulla has a 
long record with the 
telephone company 
and has always been an 
active person in civic 
affairs wherever he 
has been stationed. Be- 
side the Chamber of 
Commerce, he is a 


Veterans of Foreign Wars, serving during the 
war as a member of the 405th telephone signal 
battalion. He was also recently appointed by 
the officials of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce as one of fourteen members of che 
committee on national civic development. 

The offices of the national chamber will be 
brought to Lincoln from San Antonio, Texas, 
occupying a suite of rooms in the local Cham- 
ber of Commerce building. Mr. McCulla was 
one of the organizers of the Lincoln junior cham- 
ber and its first president, 1926, serving after- 
wards as director. Since 1927 he has been a 
member of the finance committee of the na- 
tional organization, national councilor, a mem- 
ber of the committees on national organization 
and a national director. 


As An Aid To Public Speaking 

There is a set of books in the Publicity Di 
rector’s office on “Effective Speech.” This set 
of books contains a wealth of material which 
would be helpful in giving talks before any kind 
of an audience. The office of the Publicity Di 
rector will loan this set of books upon request. 
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Recent Changes In The Organization 


Plant Department 
Service Department 


Charles E. Sikes, apprentice switchman, Lincoln, trans- 
ferred to Western Electric Company, Chicago. 


Construction Department 


Edward A. Ernst, lineman, Lincoln, transferred as line- 
man, Hastings. 


Hastings District 


Charles Mason, janitor, Superior, transferred as ground- 
man, Hardy. 


Lincoln District 


R. M. Misner, combination man, Lincoln, transferred 
as clerk, plant superintendent’s office. 

L. M. Madagan, lineman, Greenwood, transferred as 
shopman, supply department, Lincoln. 


York District 


Leonard C. Goold, lineman, Geneva, transferred as 
lineman, Fairmont. 

Carl Stalzer, groundman, Geneva, transferred as 
groundman, Fairmont. 

Joe Bender, groundman, Geneva, transferred as 
groundman, Fairmont. 

Floyd Larson, lineman, York, transferred as lineman, 
Polk. 

James Thompson, combination man, York, transferred 
as lineman, Polk. 

Emmor Gibbons, lineman, York, transferred as line- 
man, Polk. 

Charles Yarrington, groundman, York, transferred as 
groundman, Polk. 

Vern S. Brumbaugh, groundman, York, transferred as 
groundman, Polk. 

Will Roos, groundman, York, transferred as ground- 
man, Fairmont. 

EB. B, Baker, lineman, York, transferred as lineman 
Fairmont. 

Kenneth Campbell, lineman, York, transferred as line- 

4 man, Fairmont. 

rnes rai i i 
nest Craig, combination man, York, transferred a3 

combination man, Polk. 


Traffic Department 


Moreane Aldritt, student, Friend, transferred as relief 
Operator, Friend. 

Esther Meininger, student, Hastings, transferred as lo- 

i cal operator, Hastings. 

rika Johnson, student, Havelock, transferred as local 

operator, Havelock. 

Myrna Howey, student, Y 
erator, York. 


Ruth Warner, night operator, York, transferred as toll 
operator, York. 

ady Suite 1€ | 
y Suiter, chief operator, Wilber, transferred as toll 
operator, Beatrice. 

ee night operator. Wilber, transferred as 

' a operator, Wilber. 

Stella Kysling, student Auburn, transferred as local 

operator, Auburn. 

Grace Brooks, part time operator, 
to relief operator, Auburn. 
Karina Kezewske, night operator, Auburn, transferred 

as toll operator, Auburn. 
Ethel Rap, student, Adams. transferred as relief opera- 
tor, Adams. 
F > a Va “ely 
La Rue Young, relief operator, Adams, transferred as 
local operator, Adams. 


5 - . : 
ork, transferred as night op- 
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Auburn, transferred 


Alberta Skillman, student, Lincoln, transferred as lo- 
cal operator, Lincoln. 

Ruth Stuart, student, Wahoo, transferred as relief op- 
erator, Wahoo. 

Kathryn Franklin, student, David City, transferred as 
relief operator, David City. 


July Service Anniversaries 


Those with less than five years service not included. 


FE PU see oiccaitciesanuesatoes ga cy Ree Lincoln 
Teresa Agnes Casari............-- jae (4 ee Lincoln 
Anna. IM. Keerar.<..22.5-<.-- TO AON Cncchiatesaacinee Lincoln 
Rose IMs so coece cna Seessoosecedenses NEDA DB oactimestansiceatle Lincoln 
B.S: Brewster. cicsccccievcecteorcen 7-26-04.0... eee Lincoln 
Geel GC. Donley inci ccnaies y Faun 13 l ¢ Ree neers Lincoln 
"TE homias (Cy. Woods eric csssast ceane Te. Peed eo toueia. Lincoln 
Darins- Gilmore  sccccccncocsccnccss (£10 Se. eee eee Lincoln 
George Merrill Albury.......... TPL PLY ticesupea eins Lincoln 
Fema Bradiord +....Acovsnat 7717-240 Lincoln 
Ralph Breiner jae DIA ocicewasceseons Lincoln 
Robert M. Green.................- | Lo 22 ly eres Lincoln 
Dorothy M. Miller................ (Lt. ares Lincoln 
foe= Fs IVI CR acts nctennen io cencne: i oy is eee Lincoln 
Carl Harry Palmquist............ | came i een Lincoln 
Paul A. Winscott.................... (cat Cy 7. Sep eeenrnre Lincoln 
James Leroy Alldritt.............. POG A soe esiiica es Friend 
Fae ome) |: 6 =) Ae en Pe AP Dataset Olin Seward 
Geo. Miers ...........22..0000222eeeee La Ca! Ree Sem Seward 
Piles INO VES. acc ecsaceatberaceaecee foe) Serene eee ena Seward 
Fat Dar eet co ccccscacvnicieettns (ae ee eee Wahoo 
George Cruickshank ............ (aX Ls een Wahoo 
Lettie: Paster’ cicicisiecsintivesesuves i 9 52 1) eee eee Auburn 
Raymond Conner ..............--. PAN ceasiesatiedte. Beatrice 
Lauratta.. Y ounikin: cccccucnce: DTG Sot evelccenaan Beatrice 
Henry O. Wentink .............. PLGA Tetckeicens Hastings 
| ee CAS Ic 1 2 ca RO jin! Cl ie pee Fairfield 
Rope. DEY OF6. sesdeveveccwerccoes DP? ED vi cconenstarccuaeaces York 
Mildred Keester .................... {ae sk See ee Geneva 
Clyde YOrdy -sscss.ccectetssevasey, De NOT Datta Sea ala Shelby 
es OCR aici eos eee! (cit) Sine Lincoln 
BUNS: shite Oss ipirsy ce sesticricaldes or). Seana Lincoln 
Frank McDowell .................. DP TIONS iisasapdactiyec Lincoln 
Paul “Schmeltgets. oscil iA Co eee ee Lincoln 
Mary Meister cc2c3 sissies dap ta) Seeesemees Humboldt 
Asics Dine access eS: |) lps Seer eae Johnson 
attic Beceatd cc lcs td. 7- 1-20......Nebraska City 
Mrs. Edna Wolfe.................... TOUS el Ase onc: Nehawka 
Mrs. Nora Walizer................ 7-22-20.......... Cedar Bluffs 
Gladys Walker «0.00.00... MAL GD iso kctieade Milford 
Nellie Gumbel -....0000.000000...... sa st, are Seward 
Bertha. Sharps escmccdstvincecs TeLOPO8 ovis conuacn.e Beatrice 
Katherine Vadbonker ............ Ee ee Beatrice 
Mildred Burlington ....0..0...... y Cae | | eee Tecumseh 
Katherine Hohnstein ............ ya oy Harvard 
Frieda Hotiman  cccscccccceesoec ica. ob ee Hastings 
Mary Bethscheider ................ y Lal le LY | | Hebron 
Cora Vrieland 2.032 ‘am Ea ¢: eee ee Juniata 
May Walker cu the tthe ck (Can Ct 3 Sneereennen Fairmont 
Brima Dimi -seesicedcsdarecscecnions VOL Pee Oise nagkeo., Geneva 
Emma Graham sccccescocecnossesocs i an pees Rising City 
Fern Collison .............202..0.0-- fea). coe, eee Stromsburg 
Mrs. Edith Way S22 dupeeonnaotieesae ( Ca CX <. ene Surprise 
Mrs. Marie Schleiger............ 7-30-23... York 
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Student Employe Wins Honor 
Scholarship 


ONALD SARBACH, whose picture appeared in 
lL) the June issue of the Lincoln Telephone 

News, as a candidate for the Edison 
Scholarship, has been given a national scholar- 
ship contest award, which is an “Honor En- 
trance Scholarship,” made to only one student 
in the United States each year. This is the first 
time that a Lincoln student has ever won this 
honor. 


The scholarship is $300.00 which covers the 
full tuition to Chicago University for one year. 
It is based upon high scholarship, citizenship 
and service. Its continuation for more than a 
year is contingent upon the mainteance of a 
high grade of scholarship in the college course 
which the student takes. 


Donald attained the highest average of the 
boy students in Lincoln High school during his 
high school career. He is a newly elected of- 
ficer in the DeMolay. 


OBITUARY 


/ITH the utmost regret we announce these 

deaths. To the bereaved families we extend 

the deep sympathv of the officers and employes 
of the Company 


L 


Employes of our Company extend their sym- 
pathy to R. I. Schouborg, foreman at Hastings, 
whose sister-in-law, Mrs. A. J. Schouborg, 
passed away at the Mary Lanning hospital, 
Hastings, May 7th. 

+ ok ok 

Mary Cunningham, sister of Evelyn Cunning- 
ham, toll operator at York, passed away at her 
home, May 23rd. Our sincere sympathy is ex- 
tended to Miss Cunningham. 

a 

Those of us who remember Verda Taylor, 
former service observer at Lincoln, were grieved 
to hear of her death, May 22nd. 

ik ok % 

Dow Brown, who was employed as a lineman 
for the Nuckolls County Telephone Company, 
at Ruskin, Nebraska, passed away at the home 
of his parents, Mankato, Kansas, May 30th, fol- 
lowing an attack of flu which developed into 
an abscess on the brain. Besides his parents he 
is survived by three brothers and five sisters, all 
of Kansas. 

Funeral services were held from the Christian 
Church in Mankato at 2:30 p. m., Sunday, 
June 2nd. 


[1 


They Said “I Do” 


Miss Helga Ahl, of the Lin- 
coln toll billing department, 
was married June Ist at 
Aurora to Donald Warner, 
engineer in the Department 
of Public Works, Bureau of 
Road and Bridges. They will 


make their home in Lincoln. 


J 
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Jim Thompson  combina- 
tion man at York, was sum- 
moned to the court house and 
and the Judge gave him life. 
As usual there was a girl in 
the case and she received a 
like sentence. It was Jim’s 
vacation; so he and Miss 
Lillian J. Lindstrom of 
Gresham, were married at 
York and are spending their 
honeymoon at the lakes in 
Minnesota. They will re- 
side in York. 
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Kenneth Lawson, clerk in 
the local office at Lincoln, 
was married June 18th at 3 
o'clock to Miss Lillian Lewis 
of Lincoln, at the home of 
the bride’s parents. The young couple will 
make their home in Lincoln. 
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All Year Christmas Spirit 
At McCool 


Miss Mary E. Coleman, chief operator at 
McCool, says that the Christmas spirit lasts all 
the year at McCool. 

She has been receiving boxes of apples, candy, 
cookies, cake, sausage, cream, honey, straw- 
berries, flowers, vegetables, house plants, dishes, 
handkerchief and other gifts from subscribers. 

One telephone subscriber called to thank Miss 
Coleman and her operators for the good serv- 
ice and couretous treatment during illness and 
death in the family. Others call up to express 
their appreciation of the good service. 

“Kind words of appreciation like these make 
one’s task lighter, says Miss Coleman, and the 
Lincoln Telephone News is inclined to agree. 
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With The Construction Gangs On The Job 


NGS PAN WEA ne PC ee 
SANSA I 
A LA, VEDA fa WL, Y/N WA 


I. Left to right—R. C. Boling. foreman; C. A. Nelson, 
R. G. Lausman, lineman; M. Chamberlain, truck driver. 

5 : ae 
2. Paul Poppe, a new comer to the organization, who 
is learning the art of hole digging. 

3. MW. Gass, cable splicer, climbing out of his dugout. 
A: Denton Farm Line Repair Crew—E. L. Martin, 
foreman, Jack Mankamyer, Joe C. Metler, troubleman, 

J . . mn) . 
John Batt. L. D. Laune, F. OG: Hedges, Earl Richards, 
and Bruce Taylor, taking a rest ajter a hard day’s labor. 
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5. L. Shirey, lineman and Frank Jackson, cable splicer 
helper pause beside a reel of cable. 
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6. Pole line on north 14th Street, Lincoln, that is be- 
ing replaced with new yellow pine poles. 

7. B. F. Ferguson’s crew of Lincoln, left to right—R. 
G. Lausman, C. FE. Hedstrom, John Mohl, EF. Perrine, M, 
Chamberlain, B. F. Ferguson. 

8. Wrecking the last of the old buck arm poles erected 
in 1903 between L and M on 0th Street, Lincoln. 

9. G. W. Hansen, Lincoln construction crew. Left to 
right—G. W. Hansen, foreman, C. O. Johnson, C. VW. 
Kreizenbeck, L. Markham, R. G. Muthersbaugh, L. G. 
ao Paul Poppe, Rollin Parson, C. Carroll, Albert 

illie. 
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M. Woodward and Tom D. Wolfs, construction crews working on Lincoln and Omaha type “D” carrier 
circuits. The photograph was taken at Weeping Water. 


UMMER has come and 
with it warm weather, 
vacations, picnics, flies by 
day and mosquitoes by night. 
But the serious part of this 
summer business is that in 
the past when the tempera- 
ture has risen, the accidents, 
the serious kind, have tended 
to increase. 
A recent study covering experience with accidents 
over the last ten years discloses that from April to 
August the trend has been upward. 


June, July, and August have been the bane of tele 
phone existence. It may be the heat and its effects 
upon the system, it may be that more of the kind of 
work from which the serious accidents come is being 
done—outdoor work, climbing, driving, splicing, etc., 
it may be a great relaxation in the work and thoughts 
that usually follow spring First Aid and Accident Pre- 
vention drives. However, knowledge is power, and to 
be forewarned is to be forearmed. 

The way out is clear. The burden is distinctly on 
the supervisor, the lineman, repairman , installer, splicer, 
The answer is “Don't relax; keep everlastingly after 
this work.” It is the security that pays the biggest 
dividend. 


Foreman George Miers and crew of Seward have 
completed the Tamora Farm Line Repairs and are now 
working on Estimate No. 2616, Milford-Beaver Cross- 
ing Toll Line Repairs. 


P. A. Schmeltzer, general foreman of the Construc 
tion Department, was one of the June vacationers. 


Plant Progress 
By Thad Cone 


Construction Department Farm Repairs and have 


Paul spent most of his time 
on his ranch at Craig, Colo- 
rado. 


E. L. Martin and crew 
have completed the Denton 


started the Davey Rural Line 

Repairs. 

An estimate has recently been approved covering 
the moving of the office at Gresham to the new build- 
ing, and replacement of C. O. E. The present switch- 
board has served for 24 years, in which time the ex- 
change has completely outgrown the present facilities. 
The new equipment includes a Stromsburg-Carlson 
switchboard and an Western Electric wall type main- 
frame. It is planned to replace 160 subsets, drops and 
installations, replacing most of the 22 gauge cable 
with 24 gauge and repairing the outside plant. 
Gresham is to be on the map with Number 1 office 
building, equipment, and exchange plant. 


H. Miller, truck driver in the construction depart- 
ment at Lincoln spent the month of June motoring 
about the eastern part of the United States. 


Foreman McDowell and crew have started work on 
the Gresham Town Plant Repairs, changing Gresham 
from magneto to common battery service. 


Construction Foreman, H. Studier and crew have 
started work on toll circuit rearrangements and ad’ 
ditions between Hastings-Rosemont and Lawrence, and 
toll consolidation between Ayr and Blue Hill. 
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This smoking car is the new Wahoo Ford which R. C. Shallenberger, 


N the evening of June 11th, 
C) after a sweltering day, the 
girls of the accounting depart- 

ment packed up a varied assort- 
ment of coffee pots, frying pans 
and skillets and started for the “tall 
timber.” In fact they were loaded 
so heavily with “tinware”’ that they 
““clanked” when they walked. When 
a gang of young ladies come clank- 
ing down the road, you want to go 
right away from there, because a 
woman and a frying pan are a com- 
bination that no man has ever been 
able to whip. Arrived at Van Dorn 
park the massacre started. Willing 
hands staggered up with bushel af- 
ter bushel of potatoes and pounds 
(maybe tons) of beef. After that 
there were no sounds save the 
sizzling of pots and pans and the 
smacking of lips. Rose Riggs and 
Marguerite Holbrook, who are 
noted for frying things in a large, 
not to say carefree way were in 
charge of the scorching operations. 
appiness and mirth reigned su- 
preme and a great deal of high class 


indigestion was enjoyed by all 
present. 


7. 
a bo 


Walt Stewart, wire chief at Bea- 
trice, entered his car for service 
and drove along in the big Booster 
Trip, sponsored by the Beatrice 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. The 
caravan visited some 50 towns in 
its good will tour. 


* 
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C. E. Morrison, instructor at Lin- 
coln High School, is working part 


time in the shop, while attending 
Summer School at the University 


of Nebraska. 


Miss Kathryn Franklin has been 
employed as_ relief Operator at 
David City. 

Miss Agnes Scouller, chief op’ 
erator, Lincoln, Dorothy Leffler, 
secretary to plant superintendent, 
and Mrs. Carrie Brown, former em- 
ploye, all “went up in the air” on 
May 22nd. The occasion being a 
delightful aeroplane ride at the Ar- 
row Aircraft field. 


cussing. 


Dorcas Schluckebier, operator at 
Fairbury, is spending her vacation 
at Cummings, Iowa, from June Sth 
to June 19th. 


On May 29th Mr. R. H. Ojers, 
district manager at Nebraska City, 
and Mr. H. F. McCulla, assistant 
commercial superintendent, Lincoln, 
motored to Humboldt to attend the 
Chamber of Commerce banquet. 


Lloy and Emmaline Hein, Lincoln 
traffic department, spent May 30th 
in Harvard, Nebraska with their 
parents. 

The employes of the Nebraska 
City exchange are scratching their 
heads and wondering why “Fritz” 
Johnson and Frank Nevitt were 
down at the City Dump shooting 
rats to pass the time away, several 
evenings ago? 


oh 
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Daisy Wait, chief operator at 
Bennet has been spending her va- 
cation visiting with relatives at 
Seward. 


oe 3h * 

Mr. Laura M. Haggard, chief 
operator cashier at Panama has re- 
covered from a recent illness and js 
back at her work again. The 
Panama Exchange is happy to have 
Mrs. Haggard back with them once 
more. 

Clarence Harper, combination 
man at Friend, returned to his home 
in Bennet last week to have his 
tonsils removed. Clarence is getting 
along well and says he feels fine. 
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So beautiful were the Spirea 
bushes at Bennet this spring, that 
the Bennet Exchange regrets that 
all the telephone folks were not 
able to see them. 
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On May 26th, the Hebron Op- 
erators motored to Deshler where 
they enjoyed a picnic supper at the 
city park and then attended a 
theater party at the Majestic. 
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and Jack Fowler, combination men are dis- 


Mr. O. L. Davis, combination 
man at Hastings, spent his vacation 
near Oxford, Nebraska, where he 
said that the fish were not in a bit- 
ing mood (while he was there). 
Better luck next time, Buck. 


oh % 


H. Lahr and Ray Moorehead, 
cable department, Hastings, were 
in Ong, Nebraska the week of May 
12th replacing 600 feet of cable. 


Bs at: 


Nellie Rhoten of the Wymore 
traffic department graduated from 
the Wymore high school in June. 


t 
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Mrs. Stella Gruber, toll operator 
of Superior, spent the week-end 
of May 18th with her sister ia 
Kansas. 


Miss Velma Bailey, assistant chief 
Operator, Superior, spent May 18th 
at her home in Guide Rock. 


ke ale de 


Henry Knaub, janitor of the 
Hastings exchange, returned from 
a two weeks vacation. Henry said 
two weeks went by pretty fast be- 


cause he was so busy having a good 
time. 


Mr. L. P. Young, district man- 
ager at Hastings, spent the week- 
end of May 11th at Nebraska City. 
(Fishing we believe). As yet Mr. 
Young has no fish stories to offer, 
but it won't be long now as _ his 


special hook-em bait is about ready 
or use. 
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Mrs. Nellie Lamm, operator at 
- ron, returned to work May 
29th after an absence of two 
months on account of illness. The 
Hebron exchange is happy to have 


her back again, and see her so well 
and strong, 


», 
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Miss Lola Steele, toll operator at 
Superior has been quite ill with the 
flu for the last week. The Superior 
exchange will be glad to have her 

ack again and hopes she recovers 
SOON. 
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Superior sends in its pretty 
girls: Opal Mickish, opera- 
tor, Emma Thompson, Stella 
Gruber and Clarinda Lake, 


toll operators. 


The new telephone building and 
yard at Wymore are one of the 
city’s beauty sites, the yard having 
been landscaped with beautiful 
shrubbery. 

Earl Christenson, Carl Pauley and 
Bert Kline, linemen at Superior can 
tell all you folks how it seems to 
work on a holiday, for they were 
obliged to remove some telephone 
poles for the road maintainer on 
Decoration Day. They admitted that 
they were just as fit as ever, in spite 
of an extra day's work. 
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Mr. Bert Kline, lineman at Su- 
perior, drove to Red Cloud tor 
Decoration Day. 
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Miss Grayce Stevens, chief opera- 
tor at Polk, spent a week of her 
vacation visiting friends at Burke, 
South Dakota. Grayce says South 
Dakota is a good place to spend 
your vacations. 


The general office of the traffic 
department at Lincoln ma de 
“whoopee” at the Auto Club park, 
June 7th, where they all gathered 
for a grand old-fashioned picnic. 
Those present were A. O. Andrews, 
Elsie Anderson, Lloy Hein, Alfred 
O'Dell, Harriett Carter, Bill 
Frerichs of the Nebraska Buick 
company, Fern Abbott, Lloyd jJen- 
kins, Merlie Markuson, Ralph 
Breiner of the service department, 
Erma Hensley, Emmaline Hein, 
Agnes Scouller, Lucile Paril of the 

= 
supply department, and Chris Keim. 


J. A. McKinzie, district manager 


of the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph, visited the Cedar Bluffs ex- 
change, Tuesday, May 14th. 


These young ladies perched 
upon the running board are 
Alice Gibson, local operator 
and Josephine Anderson, toll 
operator, also of Superior. 


Ruth Sullivan, toll operator at 
Hastings, returned to work May 
16th after having been ill for two 
months. We're glad to see you 
back with us again, Ruth. 


Mr. M. T. Caster, Lincoln plant 
superintendent, was a pleasant visi- 


tor at the Hastings exchange 
May 4th. 

Ruthie Johnson and Lucile Voll- 
weiler, local operators at Hastings, 
started their vacations, May 16th. 


A sign of spring—Hastings has 
a lot of sore-heads due to the new 
permanents the girls display. 


Mabel Kniess, traffic clerk at 
York, and a graduate of the York 
High school this spring, has been 
added to the staff of pretty opera: 
tors at York. 

Hush! The operators on June 
3rd, of the Lincoln office had a 
slumber party at Bethany Grove in 
the Campfire Girls’ cabin. In the 
morning they all gathered around 
and cooked their breakfast consist- 
ing of bacon and eggs, rolls, coffee, 
fruit and doughnuts. And not a 
one of those girls gained a pound! 
Those on the party were Carrie 
Unland, Helen Hartnett, Harriett 
Carter, general traffic department, 
Helen Nehe, Agnes Nehe, Myrtle 
Carroll, Faye Tatroe, Faye Sullivan, 


Viola Chadd. . 


Miss Betty Pruyn of the Lincoln 
traffic department, spent her vaca- 
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tion from May 27th to June 10th 
in Chicago, Illinois. 


Ruth Wagner, operator at Fair- 
bury enjoyed her vacation from May 
20th to June 3rd, spending a short 
time in Lincoln and the remainder 
of the time at home. 


Don Wilson, employed in the 
Lincoln storeroom, has not been 
to work for the past week. He 
cracked the’ bone in his left wrist 
while lifting some insulators. Here's 
hoping he gets well in a hurry. 


Owing to the many vicious dogs 
residing in Nebraska City, we have 
our suspicions regarding a certain 
combination man. We understand 
he desires to wear his climbers at 
all times, but due to the Safety First 
Policy of the Company, he is un- 
able to do so. How about it, 


“Billy?” 


Viola Gardner, assistant chief op- 
erator, Nebraska City, started her 
vacation on June 17th. She will 
spend part of the time at Beaver 
Crossing visiting her sister. 


This gentleman is none other 
than “Pete” Gartner, the custo- 
dian of the Lincoln Telephore 
and Telegraph Company, gen- 
eral office, since February 2, 
1897. “Pete” has seen many 
boys grow to manhood along 
with the growth of the Company 
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Frank Backstrom, 
former clerk in the 
supply department 
at Lincoln is trying 
his luck at telegraph 
work. He is at pres- 
ent a groundman 
on one of the 
gangs of the C. B. 
& Q. railroad. Re 
ports state that he 
is hard at work. 
We will miss his 
continuous chatter 
and his good tennis 
playing. 


The Syracuse ex- 
change compliments 
itself on establish- 
ing a connection to 
San Diego, Cali- 
fornia on Mother's 
Day within ten 
minutes from the 
filing time. The 
connection was very satisfactory 
and the subscriber much pleased. 


Miss Adele Windels of the Syra- 
cuse traffic department, graduated 
from the Syracuse High school in 
May with the honor of winning a 
scholarship and delivering the salu- 
tatory. She is planning to attend 


ae University of Nebraska this 
all. 


Miss Lena Hein, 
at David City, is 
tion at home. 


chief operator 
spending her vaca- 


The Misses Nellie 
Kriegshauser, line 
Seward, enjoyed their 
ing at the home of th 


Bill Solomink, 


and Lydia 
Operators at 
Vacation visit- 
eir sister Mrs. 
at Gridley, Illinois. 


Hazel Hagenbuck, assist 
operator at Wahoo 

2 > 
Alumni banquet at Neston, May 
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18th. She Is president of th 
Alumni Association. . 


ant chief 
attended the 


Meet 


These young ladies are Myrtle McClure and Hele 
operators seated in front of the 


Hill and Marion Willett, 


The Geneva exchange boasts of 
a new Ford Coupe and a new metal 
sign to adorn their building. 


_ Bernice Smith, toll operator at 
York, spent her vacation at home 
resting. Good for you, Bernice, so 
many of us take endurance trips 
uring Our vacations, that we have 
to rest up on the job for a couple 
of weeks when we go back to work. 


, Miss Mary Schwab, Lincoln traf- 
a department, is spending her va- 
Cation in the Black Hills. 


Miss Agnes Nehe, local super- 
VISOr, Lincoln, spent one week of 
her vacation the forepart of June, 
in Kansas City. 


Misses Myra Gannon, operator 
at Omaha, and Miss Evalyn Gan- 
non of Aurora and former Operator 


ii Seward, made the Seward ex- 
enhange a very pleasant call recently. 
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n Mitchell, relief 
new Exeter building; and Bernadine 
student operators of Superior. 
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Hilda Kuessel, 
Elsie Trook, Vir- 
ginia Slusser and 
Violet Goff are 
new student opera- 
tors at Nebraska 
City. 

Bert Overcash, 
formerly employed 
in the storeroom of 
the Lincoln ex- 
change, is now 
working in the 
commercial depart- 
ment of the Farm 
Line Solicitation. 
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Miss Leona Fer- 
guson, Syracuse, 
was pesented with 
a pair of silk 
pajamas as a birth- 
day gift from the 
girls in the traffic 
department and the 
manager at Syracuse. 


Miss Blanche McCracken, opera- 
tor at David City, is visiting friends 
and relatives at Lake Okoboji for 
two weeks. 

Pearl Bishop was employed in 
the traffic department at Fairbury, 
May 20th, as vacation relief op- 
erator. 


Helen Bullock, Amelia Aden, and 
Hilda Croshaw, operators at Wahoo 
are taking their vacations. 


Dewey Olson, on the farm line 
repair gang at Wahoo, was called 
to Lincoln, June 8th, on account of 
the serious illness of his mother who 
broke her hip. We hope she will 
be well and strong soon. 


Miss Connie Unland, toll super- 
visor at Lincoln, is spending two 
weeks beginning June 10th, with 
her sister in Beaver City, Nebraska. 


_ more of the Superior group. Left to right: Maxine Berry, 
cashier; L. O. McClintock, manager; Earl Christenson, Carl Pauley 
and Loy Mason, linemen; and Bert Klein, lineman. 
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The News wishes to introduce Lena 

Lanfear who for 11 years was cashier 

at the Hastings business office. On 

May 5th she came to the Lincoln 
business office. 


Another bigger and better smok- 
er was held at the Hastings ex- 
change, May 8th. The evening was 
spent playing cards and various 
other games. About 9:30, Messrs. 
G. O. Seaton, securities director, L. 
P. ‘Young, district manager, and 
John Lahr, Hastings’ new manager, 
responded to snappy talks. A lunch 
consisting of pork and “hot dog” 
sandwiches and coffee was then 
served. At 10:15 the tables were 
cleared for L. C. Williams, man- 
ager at Fairfield, who gave a slight- 
of-hand performance that even 
baffled Francis Darnold of the sup- 
ply department. About 45 em- 
ployes were present. The smoker 
was given in honor of John Lahr, 
new manager at Hastings. 
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The Misses Emma Thompson, 
operator and Opal Mickish, chiet 
operator, of Superior, had the op- 
portunity to visit Cawker City, 
Kansas, telephone office for a few 
minutes during the latter part of 


May. 


Miss Alma Shearon, chief opera: 
tor cashier, at Wymore, will take 
the first vacation of the year spend- 
ing it with a friend at the Lakes in 
Northern Iowa. 

The Hastings Safety League held 
their monthly meeting — Friday, 
May 17th. ‘Topics were given em- 
ployes to talk upon. Ted Burr 
combination man, spoke on loyalty, 
and James Dudgeon, on_ Satety 
Practices. Mr. Becking, safety in- 
structor for the Central Power 
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Company, then took charge of the 
meeting. He spoke on Accidents 
and Their Effect. Mr. M. T. 
Caster, plant superintendent, told 
of the National Safety First meet- 
ing held at Kansas City, Missouri. 
He also outlined the system used in 
Kansas City for the safety of chil- 
dren. There were forty members 
present. 


Lost: A Gas Tank. If anyone 
in the York district happens to find 
a gas tank for a Ford, will you 
kindly return it to Mr. Walter A. 
Rexford, combination man at 
Davenport. Mr. Rexford said that 
his Ford is now running on its repu- 
tation. 


Miss Olene Fitzgerald, was em- 
ployed in the traffic department at 
Hebron, June 10th to fill the va- 
cancy made by the resignation of 
Hazel Cooperrider, release opera- 
tor, who will spend the summer in 


Colorado. 

Erma Zwuick, toll operator at 
Hastings, spent the week of May 
18th at her home in Seward. 


Dollye Hansen and Laura Mein- 
inger are new student operators at 
Hastings. 


Earl Day and Del Gilmore, em- 
ployed at the Lincoln warehouse, 
caught 42 bullheads, Saturday aft- 
ernoon and Sunday morning, while 
on a fishing trip. The best part 
of it was that they did not use any- 
thing but poles. Laugh that off. 

Ardell Robison is back in the Lin- 
coln warehouse shop, after helping 
in the cut-over at Auburn. 


Tom Huddleston, of the ware- 
house, challenges anyone with his 
garden. Four acres of alfalfa: lots 
of rhubarb, for eating only; and 
enough small vegetables to feed 
anyone who wants to come. 


Mr. R. H. Ojers, district man- 
ager at Nebraska City, was in Has- 
tings, May 22nd. “Doc” was a 
welcome sight to all his old friends 
there. 


Miss Sarah Horn, traveling in- 
structress, Lincoln, was in Hastings 
the week of May 25th. 


Velma Brewer has been em- 
ployed as student operator for the 
vacation period at Wymore. 


It seems like the warehouse shop 
gives all its employes a good start. 
We see Jack Manhamyer sporting 
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a new Pontiac, and Chet Baldwin 
driving a new Ford. 


R. D. Andrews, and R. A. Carl- 
son, transmission testmen, Lincoln, 
were in Hastings, May 2nd making 
tests on the Hastings-Prosser line. 


The Hastings exchange has en- 
tered a team in the Hastings Twi- 
light League. Judging from the 
talent the writer has seen it is go- 
ing to be among the best. The fol- 
lowing employes are out: John 
Spady, Ed Ernst, Bill Ahlin, John 
Fox, Phil Michael, Phil Michael, 
Dill Maul, Dick Morgan, E. Trout, 
Q. Cottingham, Bob Lovell, and P. 
Shriner. James Dudgeon combina- 
tion man is manager of the team. 
Mr. Dudgeon left word for the 
News that the team is ready for 
games and as soon as the Lincoln 
team has had a little more prac- 
tice, they will be down. 


J. W. MacDonald, clerk at Bea- 
trice, and George Schloesser, com- 
pleted the installation of a new po- 
sition at Hebron, June lst. He- 
bron now has a five position board, 
three toll and two local. 


William Cummings, switchboard- 
man at Hastings, and Mrs. Cum- 
mings, spent the week end of May 
11th at the home of Edward Cum- 
mings, Lincoln. 


Russell Rauch, is working in the 
shop during the day and in the 
garage at nights. During the 
school year he worked in the garage 
at nights. 


Here is the J. H. Agee Tennis 
Trophy which Dave McDonald of 
the Lincoln Local Commercial O}- 
fice won in the 1928 Company Ten- 
nis Tournament. Who will have his 
his name engraved on this beautiful 
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Miss Flora Hudson, toll operator, 
Lincoln, visited relatives in El 
Dorado Springs, Missouri, during 
aan vacation, May 27th to June 

Ch, 


Verna Gene Lister, traffic de- 
partment, Fairbury, resigned May 
9th to accompany her parents to 
California where they expect to 
make their home. Delores Spence 


was employed to take Miss Lister’s 
place. 
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Wilma McIntire. cashier, and 
Veda Kirche, district clerk at Ne- 


braska City spent M 2 1 
Gants P ay 26th in 


ea signs on either side of the 
incoln warehouse, have been 
painted. 


Tom Hud- 
dleston, for- 
mer employe 
at the Lin- 
coln ware 
house, is plan- 
ning on 
working for 
the Union 
Pacific out of 
Omaha, this 
summer. 


Rou b&b y 
Childers, op- 
erator, Fair- 
b uTy, is 
spending her 
vacation at 
Cummings, 
Iowa, June 
Sth to 19th. 


Mr. R. H. 
Ojers, district manager, Nebraska 
City, spent a busy day June 12th, 
carying dishes from his old resi- 
dence to his new residence. 
Misses Lloy and Emmaline Hein, 
Lincoln traffic department, spent 
Sunday, May 19th at Arbor Lodge, 


Nebraska City, and Shenondoah, 
Iowa. 
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Claude Helm, district plant clerk 
at Nebraska City, is very busy, yes! 
very busy answering telephone Calls 
from a “red headed” girl employed 


at a department store only a block 
from the office. 


Harry Moss and his crew ar- 
rived in Nebraska City to begin 
the work on the addition toll cir- 
cult estimate. 


Miss Hazel Woodsworth, line op- 
erator of David City, and Miss Vera 
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Grubaugh, chief operator of Thayer, 
are spending a week at Crete at- 
tending the Young People’s Meet- 


ing. ; 

Hazel Goff, desk operator at Ne- 
braska City, enjoyed a two weeks 
vacation at home. 

Gertrude Kieshyu, release opera- 
tor at Cedar Bluffs, attended the 
funeral of John Vogler, at Wahoo, 
Saturday, May 18th. 
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Miss Erma Dixon, operator at 
Geneva, left Saturday for a two 
weeks vacation. She is in Lincoln 
visiting her sister, Mrs. Francis 


Fensler. 
st ote % 


Miss Mildred McPeck, assistant 


chief operator at Geneva, spent the 


Last but not least the News introduces Adele Windels of the Syracuse traffic depart- 
ment and Gladys (Tony) Kepler, relief operator at Bennet. 


week-end visiting relatives and 
friends at Lincoln. 
* oS * 

May 13th proved to be anything 
but an unlucky day for two trouble 
hunters at Wahoo, James Gilchrist, 
and R. Shallenberger, combination 
men. They went to Omaha and 
drove back new Ford coupes of 
which they are very proud. 


ate ts 
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Larry Madigan, employed at 
Friend, is working in the supply de- 
partment of the Lincoln warehouse, 
taking a shop training course. 

ok ¥* Bd 

H. Jenkins of the Lincoln ware- 
house supply department fixed an- 
other position on the Geneva toll 
switchboard. 


st ' 4: 


Mr. E. D. Creswell of Lincoln, 
is at Geneva inspecting and apprais- 
ing the exchange. 
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G. W. Jahns, revenue accountant, 
and Harold Laipply, traveling audi- 
tor, audited the books at Wahoo, 
May 22nd and 23rd. 

8 ok * 

Mrs. J. A. McKenzie, wife of the 
Lincoln district manager, was a 
visitor at Wahoo, May 28th. 

Wendell Boggs, former employee 
in the Lincoln warehouse, left for 
Macon, Missouri, where he will 
start work with the Automatic Elec 
tric Company as an installer. 

Among the early vacationist is 
Lowell Johnson, apprentice shop- 
man at the Lincoln warehouse. We 
will probably hear more about it 
when he returns to work. 

oe * 


Miss Louise Eldenburg, toll op- 
erator, Lin- 
coln, enjoyed 
a two weeks 
vacation visit- 
ing relatives 
in the coun- 
try. 
Willard 
Kastens, line- 
man of Syra- 
cuse, is proud 
of the new 
Ford Coupe 
he uses to 
“hunt his 
bugs.” 


sk 


Mr. C. W 
Motter, pub- 
licity  diree- 
tor; Mr. M. 
T. Caster, 
plant super- 
intendent; Guy O. Seaton, se- 
curities director; and Mr. J. H. 
Agee, general manager and Mrs. 
Agee were visitors at York recently. 


* 
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Mr. J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln dis- 
trict manager, was at Beaver Cross- 
ing visiting the afternoon — of 
June 7th. 


’, 
Bi 


Mr. J. E. Schulling, manager of 
Greenwood, Mrs. Schulling and 
daughter, visited the Beaver Cross- 
ing office the afternoon of June 
ith. They attended the regular 
meeting of the Community Club in 
the evening. 


Messrs. P. O. Schmelter, general 
foreman, and G. O. Seaton, securi- 
ties director, both of Lincoln, 
visited the Hastings exchange 
May 8th. 
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She Doesn’t Know Her Colors 


Mr. Grey came into the Polk of- 
fice to pay his quarterly telephone 
rent. While the operator was wait- 
ing on him, several other subscrib- 
ers came in and she conversed a 
moment with them. 

After finishing the transaction 
with Mr. Grey, she said, “Thank 
You, Mr. White,” and went on 
waiting on the next person, not no- 
ticing that she had her colors mixed 
until Mr. Grey piped up with, 
“Say, girlie, you must be color- 
blind, my name is Grey!” 

(Asked of one of our exchange 
operators) re 

Operator: ‘Number please!” 

Subscriber: “Central, would it 
hurt if I set my fern on top of the 
telephone?” 

Operator: “It might put the line 
out of order.” 

Subscriber: “I'll try and find 
some where else to set it then.” 

*% i of: 

An American, an Irishman and 
a Scotchman dined together at a 
fashionable hotel. Upon finishing 
the dinner the American displayed 
a $5.00 bill, which he leisurely 
rolled up and used to light his cig- 
arette. Not to be outdone, the 
Irishman took out a $10.00 bill, 
which he rolled up and used for 
lighting his pipe. And the Scotch- 
man, nothing daunted drew a check- 
book from his pocket, wrote a 
check for $10,000, and used it tor 
lighting his cigar. 


Kipling Up-To-Date 

A fool there was and he hitched his 
star 
(Even as you and 1) 

To a second-hand bus all mud and 
tar: 
(Even as you and I) 

Some called it a joke that had gone 
too far, 
(Even as you and [) 


But the fool. he called it his motor 


car. 
(Even as you and I) 
—From Public Service. 
x * >: 

The girl friend collects antiques. 
and recently she acquired a horse 
hair chair, whereupon she discov 
ered immediately why her grand 
mother always wore six petticoats. 
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Daughter: “Yes, I’ve graduated, 
but now I must inform myself in 
phychology, philosophy, biology.” 

Practical Mother: “Stop! I have 
arranged for you a thorough course 
in roastology, boilology,  stitcho- 
logy, darnology, patchology, and 
general domestic hustleology. Now, 
get on your working clothesology!” 

Subscriber to operator: “Tell 
the automatic operator to ask for 
the line—it is only my wife talk- 
ing.” 


* * % 


Just One In Captivity 


(It really happened in one of our 
exchanges. ) 


A monophone was installed in 
the J. J. Brey Grocery Store, and 
was placed on a shelf which 1s lo- 
cated above the pencil sharpner. 
One day a farmer entered the store 
and asked to use the telephone. He 
picked up the monophone, turned 
the pencil sharpener several times 
and waited for his call. There were 
no results. He tryed again. The 
same thing happened. Thereupon 
the farmer grew red and exclaimed 
to Mr. Brey, “How in the H l 


do you work this d———m thing!” 


“Did you hear about the accident 
in Scotland?” 

“No, what was it.” 

“Two Taxicabs collided, and 
eighteen Scotchman were hurt.” 


Lucky 


I envy thee, little lightning bug, 
You worry not a bit, 

For when you see a traffic cop, 
You know your tail light’s lit. 


te «le a 
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Mistakes 


When a plumber makes a mis 
take he charges for it......... 


When a lawyer makes a mistake 
he charges for it. Also it is just 
what he wanted, because he has a 
chance to try the case all over again. 

When a carpenter makes a mis- 
take its just what he expected... . 

When a doctor makes a mistake 
he buries it. a oe ee 

When a judge makes a mistake 
it becomes the law of the land... . 

But when the telephone operator 


makes a mistake GOOD NIGHT! 


Niggardly Host 
A Scotch minister was on his 
usual visiting rounds when he came 
across one of his old friends. ““And 
how has the world been treating 
you, Jock?” he inquired. 
“Very seldom,” answered Jock 
sadly. 


ate 


Ask Again 
Voice on phone: “Hello! Hello!! 
Who is this? WHO IS THIS?” 
On the other end: ‘““‘How do I 
know? Ask yourself who you are.” 


Independence, Limited 
I'm a Moden young woman— 
The whole world can see 
That no masculine creature 
Can subjugate me. 


I can earn my own money, 
I can smoke and vote: 
I've no time to sew buttons 

On any man’s coat. 


With man-made limitations 
And shackles I'm done. 
Who will dare to deny me 
My place in the sun? 


But—there's one little weakness 
That will not begone 

I still like a man’s shoulde: 
For crying upon 


B. Y. Williams, in “Judge.” 


Our Ideal of Service 


If we cannot say something helpful to or 
about our fellow employes, we will say noth- 
ing at all. 


We will always remember that our patrons 
judge our Company by what they see and 
hear of us; we are a part of the Company 
and the most frequent contact between the 
Company and the patron. 


When serving a patron, we will be alert, 
courteous and patient. We will accept any 
complaints pleasantly. We will endeavor to 
give the expected service promptly and un- 
failingly as far as it is humanly possible. 


We should know our Company’s policies 
and about its service, so that we can answer 
ordinary questions intelligently, promptly 
and correctly, and furnish information about 
our business. 


It is our amibition to render such courteous 
service that our subscrbers will feel that 
their reporting of irregularities is a matter 
cooperation from which we both benefit. 


We will remember that the position we fill 
or the work we do is an important link in 
the chain of service, that we sell, and that 
our task must be done well to make better 
satisfied customers. 


We will not forget that our customers are 
ultimately our employers and we will leave 
no stone unturned to get and keep in good 
standing with our employer. 


- 
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Ohiowa and Burchard Join Our Ranks 


Our Company Extends a Welcome to Men and Women of 
These Two Companies Who Are Taken Over 


NOTHER member was added to the Lincoln 
A Telephone and Telegraph Company's 
ever increasing family when the Ohiowa 
Telephone Company of Ohiowa was taken over 
by our Company on July 1. 


To the members of its circle the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company group extends a 
hearty welcome. 


i. C. Steele who has been president and man- 
ager of the company since December, 1914, will 
continue as m2nager with headquarters at 
Ohiowa where he and his family have resided 
for many years. The territory served by the 
Ohiowa exchange is strictly agricultural and is 
one of the most fertile spots in Nebraska. 

Ohiowa with a population of approximately 
1,000 people is located in the extreme south- 
eastern part of Fillmore County, sixteen miles 
from Geneva, the county seat. There are 400 
telephones in Ohiowa and the territory served 
by that exchange, and of this number 144 are 
located in the business and residential sections of 
the town. The Burlington railroad has served 
this thriving community since 1870 when the 
first line was built from Holdrege to DeWitt. 

Ohiowa’s city government consists of a Mayor 
and city council. The officers are Mayor Joe 
E. Sieber. Councilmen, E. Silvey, W. Dunigan, 
E. Lynn, and L. Kaderaek. The leaders of the 


city government are progressive and have always 
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Ohiowa VIEWS? Telephone family, left to right, I. C. Steele. manager : 
Nippert, chief operator; Mrs. Elsie Schroll, night operator; kee rapa 
Above: Telephone building. 


Mater. combination man. 


been liberal in their attitude toward public utili- 
tics. 

The citizens of Ohiowa have always believed 
and expressed an active interest in education 
and this interest finds expression in a thorough- 
ly modern school building and system. The 
schools are directed by Superintendent E. H. 
Rude who is a recognized leader in school at- 
fairs. 

There is one newspaper printed in Ohiowa, 
the Ohiowa Advertiser which with E. Lindgren 
as editor furnishes the community with up-to- 
date news. A municipal light and power plant 
furnishes the community with electricity for all 
purposes. Several fine churches are located in 
Ohiowa. 

No community can be modern without the 
aid of that most necessary public servant the 
telephone. The telephone office at Ohiowa is 
located in the business section of the city. The 
central office equipment consists of a two posi- 
tion magneto switchboard. The employes of 
the excxhange who represent our Company are: 
I. C. Steele, manager; Miss Neva Schroll, oper- 
ator; Mrs. Bessie Nippert, chief operator; Mrs. 
Elsie Schroll, night operator; Miss Helen Dop- 
cheska, relief operator; and Doy De La Mater, 
combination man. The Ohiowa exchange is lo- 
cated in the York district and is under the di- 
rect supervision of C. G. Bennet, district 
manager. 


’ V a : ree 

Miss Nerva Schroll, operator; Mrs, Besste 
. 2 > : . 

Miss Helen Lopcheska, relief operator; Roy De La 
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Welcome Burchard 


HEN the announcement was made in the 
Ve May issue of the Telephone News, that 
the Burchard Telephone Company of 
Burchard had been added to the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, everyone eager- 
ly sought the particulars. It is a pleasure for 
the News to introduce our new associates and 
tell something about them. 


Burchard is a thriving agricultural community 
located in the west central section of Pawnee 
County. It is well known for being the home 
of Harold Lloyd, world-famed film comedian. 
Located on the main line of the Burlington rail- 
road from St. Louis to Denver, the town of 
Burchard was planted in the year of 1882 and 
from that time has grown until it has a popula- 
tion of more than 300. Burchard is proud of 
its splendid school building which is modern in 
every detail, and the school attendance is far 
above the average for a town of this size. Bur- 
chard can also boast of its three fine churches, 
the Methodist, the Catholic and the United 
Presbyterian. 


The first telephone company was organized 
at Burchard in 1896. One year later Mr. W. 
E. Herron, our present chief operator-cashier, 
was selected to look after the business of the 
Company and has been in charge from that 
time. Mr. Charles Yarpe has been appointed 
the new manager. 

Assisting Mr. Herron at the switchboard 
through all these years has been Mrs. Herron, 
and their daughter, Helen, who at the present 
time is an instructor of Latin and English in the 
Yopeka, Kansas high school, and former princi- 
pal of the Burchard schools and who still con- 
tinues to spend her vacations in Burchard where 
she assists her father in the operation of the 
exchange. 

Miss Herron operated the switchboard of 
the Burchard exchange as a girl of eight years. 
At that time she was recognized as the youngest 
telephone operator in the state of Nebraska. 
Miss Herron is a very capable operator and her 
charming personality and “voice with a smile” 
has won for her the friendship of the entire 
community who still claim her. 

The Burchard exchange which is served 
magneto switchboard has a total of 327 
phones and of this number 65 are located in 
the business and residential district. Burchard 
is located in the Beatrice district under the su- 
pervision of W. H. Caman, district manager, 
Beatrice. 

The News joins with the rest of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph group in extending 
to the Burchard folks a hearty welcome. 
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Telephone Changes Help City’s 
Looks Says Nebraska City 
Daily News Press 


coln Telephone and Telegraph Company 

within the city limits will show a decided im- 
provement so far as the appearance of the busi- 
ness district is concerned. Many of the wires 
are being placed under ground to do away with 
the old, unsightly poles and feeder lines and in 
other localities specially treated poles have ar- 
rived that have a length of from 25 to 40 feet 
and which are uniform. 


A carload of these poles arrived Thursday 
morning from Metropolis, Illinois. They have 
been treated by a zinc-meta-arsenic process 
which leaves them natural in color without any 
stains. 

The program of work that has been outlined 
in the city will keep a large force of men busy 
until late in the fall, according to George Arnold, 
local manager. At the same time other work 


[ “coin Teleph being carried out by the Lin- 


will be going forward on rural lines with the 
hope of having the country work completed be- 
fore the winter weather arrives. 
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We take pleasure in introducing to our readers these 


splendid folks who conduct our Company's business at 

Burchard. This charming young lady in the upper left 

circle is none other than Miss Helen Herron whose 

“voice with a smile” has made many friends. Below her, 

left to right Mrs, Herron, Mr. Herron, chief operator- 
cashier ,and Charles Yarpe, manager. 
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An Oberlies Epigram. 
“We” is a great word. It has 
“They” skinned a city block any day. 


L. C. Oberlies 
Appointed 
Personnel 


Director 


Lincoln, was appointed to the. position of 

Director of Personnel—a newly created po- 
sition the duties of which will include all matter 
incident to the interest of the employe. 


E tincotn July 17th, Mr. L. C. Oberlies of 


One of the main objectives of this new de- 
partment is set forth in a statement of policy by 
_H. Agee, general manager, in which he says, 
“In the establishment of such a Department 
there is no desire on the part of the Company 
to disseminate charity or to encourage paternal- 
ism. The real object is to take a proper inter- 
est in the physical, financial and general welfare 
of employe, to the end that every employe of 
the organization, shall be given due considera- 
tion in his employment and, an opportunity to 
improve his situation.” 


Principal among those matters which will 
come under the jurisdiction of Mr. Oberlies are: 

Applications for employment. Classes in vo- 
cational and other educational training. Care 
and distribution of the company library. Thrift 
and savings plans. Installment stock sales to 
employes. Athletic activities. Employes rec: 
reation. Welfare of employes in cases of sick- 
ness, accident and death, including similar situa- 
tions in employes’ families. 

In selecting Mr. Oberlies for this important 
work, the Company has a man who is a pioneer 
of the state of Nebraska, having lived in the 
city of Lincoln for more than forty years. Mr. 
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L. C. Oberlies, Lincoln. 


Oberlies is a graduate of the University of Ne- 
braska, receiving an A. B. and a Master’s De- 
gree. 

Eight years of experience as chairman of the 
state board of control, and as a member of the 
state senate for one term gives Mr. Oberlies a 
wide acquaintance over the entire state. For 
many years Mr. Oberlies has been identified 
with banking and lumber interests in Nebraska. 
He has from the time he attended the Univer- 
sity been active in religious and character build- 
ing organizations and, for a number of years has 
been connected with the state department of 
the Y. M. C. A. 

He is a member of the Rotary Club and as a 
public speaker is very much in demand having 
appeared before hundreds of audiences in the 
middle west. 

In the brief time that Mr. Oberlies has been 
with the Company his splendid personality and 
winning smile has won for him a wide circle of 
friends. Telephone people over the entire ter- 
ritory welcome him and extend to him coopera- 
tion in his work. 
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J. L. Baxter Entertains 
A smoker was held by J. L. Baxter, manager 
at Edgar, recently for the telephone gang who 
are reconstructing the farm lines at Edgar. Those 
present were M. F. Marshall, E. S. Sams, I. H. 
McLey, E. H. Brooks and George Clark, Jr. 
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J. M. Bell Taken By Death 


in Greenwood cemetery at York, Ne- 

braska, lies a member of our Board of Di- 
rectors, J. M. Bell, beloved by hundreds of our 
people who mourned his passing. He was 
placed at rest on the afternoon of Friday, July 
5, 1929, for he had finished 
his work. There he rests 
from his labor. Mr. Bell was 
known to his many friends 
as “J. M.” and they loved to 
call him by that name. He 


A SLEEP in the shade of the stately cak trees 


was a Christian gentleman. 
He was kindly in all his deal- 
ings and with those whom he 
associated. His interest in 
people was intimate and 
friendly. He knew the diffi- 
culties of life for he had risen 
above them. He was a leader 
in all truth. Mr. Bell was a 
well-read man. He wasa stu- 
dent and enjoyed the hours 
he spent in his library. 


Mr. Bell’s death was a 
shock to every one in the or- 
ganization. He died in the 3 
York Clinic hospital at York, 7. yy. Bell, as he 
at 1:30 on the morning Of News interviewed 
July 3rd, from injuries sus- 
tained in an automobile accident near Seward 
on the morning of July 1st, as he was driving 
toward Lincoln to attend a regular meeting of 
the Board of Directors of our Company, and 
later was to have joined Mr. and Mrs. W. E. 
Bell at their summer home near Alexandria, 
Minnesota. Mrs. Bell who accompanied him 
also sustained severe injuries. Following the ac- 
cident Mr. Bell was rushed to the hospital at 
Seward and on the following day was removed 
to the York Clinic hospital at York. He never 
regained consciousness. 


Mr. Bell was born in Mercer County, Penn- 
sylvania. Like hundreds of other men who 
have been successful and risen to prominence, 
he was born on the farm and was a member of 
a large family. He learned early in life what ‘t 
is to work, and ever since his boyhood work 
and industry have been chief characteristics 
and the foundation for his success. 

He came to Nebraska from Mercer County, 
Pennsylvania in 1881, first locating in Wahoo. 
He taught school fo rsome time in this com- 


munity where he was principal of the Wahoo 
High school. His interest and success in the 
educational field was recognized and in 1884 
he was selected as financial agent for the York 
Methodist College, at York, Nebraska. 

In 1887 he became interested in the news- 
paper business, and was as- 
sociated with the York Times 
for several years. Later he 
engaged in the mercantile 
business. In 1893 he dis- 
posed of his business and 
opened a real estate and loan 
office which he was engaged 
in at the time of his death. 

Mr. Bell was interested in 
the organization of the York 
County Telephone Company 
and served as a director of 
the Company from the time 
of its organization in 1902. 
When the York County 
Company was made a part of 
the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, Mr. Bell 
became a member of the 
board of directors of the Lin- 
coln Company. 


appeared when the Besides being a director of 


him in April, 1928. the Lincoln Telephone and 


Telegraph Company he was 
vice-president and director of the City Trust 
Company of York. He was always interested 
in the welfare and progress of the community 
and took an active part in its development. 

Mr. Bell is survived by his widow; a son, 
Howard of Philadelphia; his brother, W. E. 
Bell, commercial superintendent of our Com- 
pany; and his two sisters, Mrs. E. T. Franks of 
St. Louis, and Mrs. A. M. Craig, of Grove City, 


Pennsylvania. 


The sympathy of all employes goes out to 
Mrs. Bell and to the other members of the 
family. 
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Telephone Statistics 


According to the latest reports on the tele- 
phone development there was on January 1, 
1928, in the whole world, 30,990,304 telephones 
divided as follows: North America, 19,979,604 
or 64.47 per cent of the whole: South America, 
463,810, or 1.50 per cent; Europe, 8,623,407, or 
27.83 per cent; Asia, 1042399, or 3.36 per cent; 
Africa, 203,357, or 0.65 per cent. 
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Certificate of Alerit 


7S ,,. 
National Red Cross to. LN A i ‘ Mona 


Milot Pony 


Sratet X Boandlerron 


Secretary 


N unusual recognition was made to Ray 
M. Misner, Lincoln service department, 
when he was brought before the Lincoln 
Rotary club as a guest of honor at a luncheon 
Tuesday, July 16th, and presented by Dr. B. F. 
Bailey, chairman of the Lincoln and Lancaster 
County Chapter of the Red Cross with the first 
national Red Cross certificates of merit ever to 
be awarded a Lincoln person. Dr. Bailey, in 
presenting the medal, referred to the outstand- 
ing act of quick thinking and efficiency of Mr. 
Misner’s in connection with the incident which 
resulted in this award. 


Mr. J. H. Agee, general manager of our 
Company, in a brief talk commended the Red 
Cross for its efforts to encourage safety and 
accident prevention and expressed his pride that 
a member of the Telephone Company should 
have won such a high award. 


Ray Misner is captain of the Company’s First 
Aid team and has passed all the Red Cross 
courses, which entitles him to the highest rat- 
ing of proficiency in first aid work. He started 
with the Company in the supply department at 
Lincoln in 1922. 


E. F. Burke, safety first instructor for the 
Company, and Mr. Misner’s teacher in this 
work says of Mr. Misnet’s heroic deed: “On 
January 29, 1929, there was an automobile ac- 
cident on the highway between Exeter and 
Friend in which seven people were injured. 
One of them proved fatal and another probably 
would have been if it had not been for the ad- 


Ghe American National Red Cross 
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Misner 
Honored 
by 
Red Cross 
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Nasional Directoy, Firs Aid and Life Saving 


Ray M. Misner, 
captain of First Aid 
Team, Lincoln. 


ministration of first aid which was immediately 
given by Mr. Misner, proving the value of First 
Aid training. 

“TI wish to comment on the nature of Mr. 
Misner’s first aid work,” stated Mr. Burke. “His 
efforts have been given not only in advancing 
himself through the standard and advanced 
courses given by the Red Cross but also in giv 
ing first aid demonstrations and assisting in in 
others in the work.” 

In commenting upon the affair, M. T. Caster, 
plant superintendent, said, “Our Company has 
given much attention to accident prevention and 
Mr. Misner’s act shows the value of the training 
which has been provided largely through the 
Red Cross. Various means have been employed 
by the Company within the last two years to 
interest employes in safety first measures. 
Demonstrations have been given before the Boy 
Scouts of Lincoln, and various other civic organ: 
izations. 

Dr. Bailey also presented Mr. Burke with a 
Red Cross certificate for having passed the ad- 
vanced courses in First Aid Training which rep- 
resent the completion of all the First Aid courses 
as outlined by the American Red Cross. 
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Wind—Not Sleet Did This 


— 


Above—M. T. Caster, plani sup- 
erintendent, viewing damaged toll 
lead between Jansen and Harbine. 


Below—H. I. Wheeler, construc- 
tion superintendent and C. W. 
M otter, publicity director, view 

the ruins at Wymore. 


mentee 


Below—Ruins of a once 
substantial home near 
Jansen which collapsed on 
its foundation. Many 
homes in Jefferson county 
suffered this same exper'- 
ence. It is estimated that 
property damage in Jeffer- 
son county will exceed tivo 
million doilars. 
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Above—School house near Jan- 
sen moved off its foundation. 
Left—Earl Rosker, wire chief, 
o.. Wymore replaces fuses in term- 
Bi a inal can back of telephone office. 
‘¥ Below—The wind blew down the 
three smoke stacks of the Fair- 
bury Municipal Light plant. 


Left—View of one of the 
thirty-two construction 
crews that restored serv- 
ice with a minimum loss of 
time. The splendid man- 
ner in which the men 
handled the work won for 
them the praise of sub- 
scribers everywhere. 
Below—Freight cars hurled off the Rock 
Island tracks near Jansen by the tre- 
: mendous force of the wind. 
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Wind, Rain, Hail Land Knockout Blow 


Telephone Folks in Territory Kept 
Busy in Emergencies 


weather man has served a choice menu of 

wind, rain and hail and as a desert a big 
dish of floods over various sections of our Com- 
pany’s territory which have kept telephone folks 
in all departments extremely busy. 


About nine o’clock Wednesday night, June 
19, a hurricane swept across Jefferson and a sec: 
tions of Gage and Thayer counties, leaving in 
its trail a path of destruction to human life and 
property. Towns which suffered heavily in- 
clude Wymore, Harbine, Jansen, Daykin, Ply- 
mouth, Steele City, Fairbury Alexandria and 
Powell. This storm is said to be one of the most 
destructive ever in this part of Nebraska 


[) vee May, June and a part of July the 


It is estimated by insurance officials that the 
losses in Jefferson County would reach two mil- 
lion dollars. The loss in telephone property 
in this section will total approximately $30,000. 


The storm struck north of Bruning, and gath- 
ered intensity as it swept along to the south 
east. It passed between Daykin and Alexandria, 
taking in a strip between two and four miles 
wide; it tore through the town of Powell, did 
thousands of dollars damage to property in Jan- 
sen and Harbine, and hit Fairbury a terrific 
blow. After striking Jansen it took a more east- 
erly course and for several miles on either side 
of the highway there was not a barn and but 
few homes left standing. The storm passed 
Diller on the north and extended to Wymore 
where again it struck, with all of its force. 


Livestock of all kinds was destroyed by the 
storm and all the freakisk happenings which ac- 
company such a disaster took place. Windmills, 
household furniture, and steel tanks were strewn 
over the entire country side. Large railroad 
freight cars were literally picked up off their 
steel trucks and hurled into the ditches as if 
they were egg crates. There was a total of 744 
poles down and service was interrupted in many 
places. In the vicinity of Jansen only two tele- 
phones were working after the storm. Long 
distance service in the storm area was restored 
early the next morning by stringing temporary 
lines on the ground. 

Between Bruning and Bellvidere about forty 
poles were down on the toll line. In order to 
restore service quickly thirty-two crews total- 
ing 150 men were rushed to the scene of the 
storm, some of them traveling by truck most of 


the night in order to be able to reach the storm 
center by daylight. 

In the vicinity of Wymore twenty poles were 
down, but this service was restored early Thurs- 
day morning. Several feet of aerial cable was 
replaced which was torn down. Our Com- 
pany’s new exchange building was just outside 
of the storm center the tornado having struck 
within 100 feet of the building. 

x ok x 

About eight o'clock on the evening of June 
21st, a windstorm of terrific force swept through 
the town of Ashland and passed through a por- 
tion of the towns of Greenwood and Murdock. 
Long distance service was interrupted between 
Lincoln and Omaha because of the damage done 
to the toll lines east of Ashland. Three poles 
were broken off. Service was restored early 
Saturday morning. Thirty poles were down in 
the city of Ashland and ninety percent of the 
telephones were out of order due to branches 
of trees falling on the drop wires and pulling 
them loose from the house and poles.  Prac- 
tically all of our Company’s interrupted service 
was restored within twenty-four hours. 

There were 100 poles down in the rural plant 
area of Ashland. Following the high wind at 
Ashland a heavy rain fell. Damage to property 
in this vicinity consisted of broken glass in store 
fronts of residences. 


Trees were stripped of their branches with 
only some of the larger branches left standing 
out as reminder of that they were once trees. 


At Greenwood tweive poies were down and 
several wire breaks occurred as the result of fall- 
ing branches of trees. The damage at Mur- 
dock was similar to that of Greenwood. Our 
Company’s loss in this area amounted upwards 


of $5,000. 

Flood waters of the Nemaha and Muddy 
rivers went on a rampage following a torrential 
rain of more than ten inches which fell on the 
nights of July 4th and Sth causing thousands 
of dollars damage to homes, roads, bridges, and 
crops and claimed hundreds of head of livestock. 


In Auburn the extreme north end of the rest 
dential section of town was flooded and people 
were taken from their homes in boats. A section 
of the toll lines between Auburn and Tecum- 
seh was washed away and north of Auburn ten 
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poles went down in the high 
water. Between Verdon and 
Dawson several miles of toll 
lines were submerged and . 
found after the flood waters 
had receded in a tangled mass 


some distance from its former — ss#»sseaneucdeneumeng— 


NEWS : AUGUST 1929 


_ son was general supervisor of 
. by the jpicnic and C., W. Mot- 
| ter, publicity director, master 
-of ceremonies. Other com- 
-mittees included: Bert Hud- 
dleston, Howard Smith and 
Earl Johnson, recreational di- 


; > - im 
location. pease rector for the school board, 
Train service was at a  weyhlt athletics; William Hassler and 
standstill in this section for ~ eS O. L. Sturdevant, reception 


three days. North of Auburn... 
.the water was so swift that. E== 7 
the Missouri tracks were :i2>-— 
swept over into the ditches 
along the right-of-way for a 
distance of one-fourth mile. 
Pages could be written of 
the men and women of the 
Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company who served 


‘at the front’ —and “behind Looking north toward Auburn on high- 


and dance; Kenneth Smith 
and Ralph Connors, “eats,” 
and Kent Eno and _ Bruce 
Sievers, “kiddie’s’ commit- 
tees. Al Odell was vice chair- 
man of the general commit- 
tee. | . 

A. baseball . game, horse- 
ihe: shoe pitching tournament, 
| children’s games and a golf 
tournament at Eastridge fea- 


the lines” in these recent way ‘No, 75: Little Nemaha River was tured the afternoon. During 
emergencies and were’ re- "nearly a’ mile wide at this point. the evening, following a pic- 
an) 4 M nan ; 


‘sponsible for the prompt re- 
storation of telephone service eas 
throughout the stricken areas. Everywhere men 
and women underwent experiences and hard- 
‘ships that in: many instances were thrilling and 
the management of our Company’ will’ never 
‘forget the true Spirit of Service that was ex- 
pressed by every employe. eo ee 

From R. S, Whifley, cashier of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Fairbury’ comeg ‘this ‘splendid 
letter to General: Managér J‘ H. Agee, praising 
our Company’s offorts in restbring service: 

May I presume to congratulate you upon the ex- 

.ceHent manner in which' you have cleared up your 
lines down here since the recent storm? 

I made a circle drive out over the area after the 
storm and it seemed every few miles I ran on to one of 
your gangs warking like bees to get the lines in shape 
again. All of the trucks seemed to bear different 
county automobile license numbers, which showed you 
had called your gangs from over the state. | 

I believe that’I have heard at least twenty-five peo- 
ple comment on the way you have handled our loss. 
Naturally we in this community appreciate your get: 
ting the service working again.” 


te * 
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Lincoln Steps Out To Picnic 


N June 28th, the Lincoln telephone em- 
ployes stepped out for the biggest social 
__ event of the season, the annual telephone 
picnic, which was held out at.Capital Beach, 
out where mosquitos are mosquitos and peo- 
ple believe they know how to dance. a 
| In charge of the hungry hordes was the pub- 
licity committee, consisting of Joe Hartley, fire: 
and Norman Ott, smoke. The general offices 
closed at noon and all the Lincolnites were led 
to the beach in chartered busses.. Lou Ander- 


-nic supper, Red Cross certifi- 
3 cates were presented to 
George Keith, Howard Smith, and Lester Pierce, 
members of the Company’s first aid.team, by 
F. .E. Behm, assistant , plant superintendent. 
Dancing concluded the evening. .. | _ 
‘In the golf tournament: four Northwestern 
‘Bell Telephone officials divided into foursomes 
‘with four Lincoln.men. “D. G: Bell and M..T. 
‘Caster-of Lincoln and W. R. Deveraux, and W. 
“R. Johnson of Omaha made up one group, while 
the other included C. W.. Motter, H. F. Mc- 
‘Culla of Lincoln and W. F. Cozad and R. H. 
Fair of Omaha. | 


In the baseball game the construction depart- 
‘ment team defeated the nine representing other 
departments, 7 to 3. Batteries for the winners 
“were Simpson and Van Horn, and for the losers, 
Odell, Mankmyer and Connors. The office 
force defeated the outsiders in a tug-of-war. 
Prizes. in the horseshoe tournament were 


_ awarded. Chet Baldwin and Oliver Lahr. 


At 6:30 the telephone family ran in from 
the four corners of the Beach to the picnic sup: 
per which was held on the American plan, ac- 

. cording’ to the company bulletin and eye wit- 
nesses, where “you bring your own hamburger 
-and eat your neighbor’s chicken, and let the 
Company furnish you with ice-cream, pop, 
cocoa-malt. and milk, ‘and still swear you re not 
Scotch.” 


J ’ 
et iad als *, ’ 
ok * K 


Our duty is to, provide an adequate, depend- 
‘able and satisfactory telephone service at a rea- 
. sonable cost.. ‘This responsibility we accept as a 


. public trust: 
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Photographic Pickups From The Picnic 


1. Race for kiddies under eight. 2. L. M. Campbell, directory supervisor, seated on a water tank. 3. Young 
ludies slipper-kicking contest. 4. Nanki Field, publicity department, and Edna Custer, general commercial 
department at their childhood amusement. 5. Girls tug-of-war. 0. A gay local commercial group: Lillian 
Rank, R. C. Parsons, Katherine Rood and Lee Schlentz. 7. Baseball field. 8. Miss Francis N. Virgil, Miss 
Esther Mills, and Harriet Carter, traffic department, who won the balloon blowing contest. 9, These 
youngsters want bailoons. 10. Telephone folks on the water wheel, probably rejoicing in this small picture. 
. ll. Lew Nelson, cable department, making a home-run, 
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New Tariff 
Material 
Goes to Field 


By L. M. CAMPBELL, 


Directory Supervisor 


URING the month of June 

a new phase of commer- 

mercial work has been 
evinced by the introduction in 
the territory of the Exchange 
Tariff binders. 

Operating as we do in 130 
exchanges, it obvious that a uni- 
form system of recording rates 
and tariffs be used not only as a record but as 
a ready reference in obtaining information rela- 
tive to rates and their application. The ex- 
change tariff binder and the information con- 
tained within its pages will without question fill 
this requirement. 

In 1926 the commercial department decided 
to discard the old method of recording tariff 
information and in addition to compile a vol- 
ume containing all information necessary in ap- 
plication of our various rate structures and the 
policies upon which they are contingent. 

The first step was the collection of all avail- 
able records and other material relative to rates. 
This material was then revised and classified, 
after which it was set up in tentative form and 
sent to the district managers for study and suy 
gestions and for them to furnish the general 
commercial department with material and in- 
formation necessary to complete the subject. 


The Exchange Tariffs are composed of three 
general parts as follows: 


Part I —Local Exchange Tariff— 
In this part are recorded the base 
rates for each exchange and in ad- 
dition the service to which the sub- 
scribers of each exchange are entitled 
under the base rate 


c 
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Part I] —Supplemental Service Tariff— 
In this part is recorded the supple- 
mental or added exchange service, if 
any, which a subscriber may purchase 
at an additional flat rate per month. 


We introduce ensemble the men who compiled and wrote the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company’s Exchange Tariff. They are left 
to right: L. M. Campbell, directory supervisor and author of this 
article; Merle Hale, methods supervisor, Clyde Burge, commercial 
engineer, and Sam Jackson, commercial service representative. 


Part I—General Exchange Tariff— 
This part will be compiled in approxi- 
mately twenty-five sections. At the 
time the binders were sent to the field 
three sections had been written and 
were included in the binders: Section 
1, RULES AND REGULATIONS, 
Section 2, ADVANCE PAY- 
MENTS, and Section 11, MISCEL- 
LANEOUS EQUIPMENT. The re 
maining sections of Part III will be 
issued at later dates and sent out to be 
placed in their proper sequence in 
| Part III of the tariff binder. 
Since the distributior. of the binders two ad- 


diticnal sections have been issued to the field. 
These sections are: 


Section 3—APPLICATION OF RATES 
an BUSINESS AND RESIDENCE SERV- 

Section 14—PUBLIC AND SEML 
SERVICE. ciacieas 

It is planned to have all sections c iS] 

e all ¢ comprising 
Part If compiled and issued during 1929, thus 
completing the program of preparation and dis- 
tribution of all tariffs. 

The supervision and aj:plication of the tariff 
after completion will be under the direct super: 
visicn cf the methods supervisor. 

ok hk k tk BS 

A telephone is a comfort and a necessity. Oc- 
casionally emergencies arise in the lives of all of 
us, but some wait until it is too late to realize 
its importance in the home. 
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Burge Appointed Commercial 
Engineer 


engineer, has succeeded to the position of 

commercial engineer on the staff of W. 
E. Bell, commercial superintendent. The ap- 
pointment was made erfec- 
tive on July Ist. He suc 
ceeds H. F. McCulla who;2 
duties as assistant commer- 
cial superintendent have so 
increased that he had io be 
relieved of those of commer- 
cial engineer. 

Mr. Burge has been iden- 
tified with the telephone in- 
dustry for a period of more 

‘i than ten years. Following 
M. Clyde Burge. two years service in the 
World war, he was em’ 
ployed as a switchboardman at Fairbury for our 
Company. He later was appointed manager of 
the Fairbury exchange. 

In 1923, he was made manager of the Platte 
County Independent Telephone company and 
served in this position until February, 1927, 
when he was appointed commercial service rep- 
resentative. On March Ist of this year he was 
appointed assistant commercial engineer. 

In his new position Mr. Burge will have charge 
of the preparation of rate case data, commercial 
service studies and surveys, and sales engineer- 


(Vee BURGE, former assistant commercial 


ai 
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Our Library 


As it Mr. William Shakespeare who said, 

WV “Ignorance is the curse of God, Knowl- 

edge the wings wherewith we fly to 
Heaven?” 

Fairly wise remark, wasn’t it? It recalls to 
mind our company library in the general offices 
at Lincoln where we have nearly 600 books and 
pamphlets just itching to be read. 
~ These publications are general, technical and 
inspirational in character. Doubtless, we have 
just the thing you need in your work. Let us 
browse for a few minutes among them. For in- 
stance the book, “In One Man’s Life,” a study 
of Theodore Vail by A. B. Paine, reads like a 
fairy story. It is a popular number. 

‘Automatic Telephoning,” by Smith and 
Campbell sounds good. Are you up on it? 

‘Man to Man,” by John Leitch looked so good 
to me that I tucked it under my arm and am 
reading it. 

‘Principles of Accounting,” by Figney is a 
good one to master. 


“Public Speaking for Business Men,” by 
Wicks is what some of us stammerers need. Can 
you stand on your feet before an audience, knock 
your coat-tails and give a meaty, inspirational 
address for twenty minutes? 


‘Men Who are Making America,” by Forbes 
should be out all the time. 


There is a series on “Modern Eloquence’ — 
some 12 books that look good to me. They 
are broad and informational in scope. 


Here is one: “Short Cut and Money Making 
Methods.” Show me to that one! 


“Office Managment—Credits, Collectors and 
Finance,” by A. W. Shaw Company sounds 
good, doesn’t it? 

“Handbook for Electrical Engineers,” by Pen- 
der will put you there and over. 


“The Whistling Mother,” by Grace Richmond 
sounds a little flapperish, but I believe it is a 
good one. Why shouldn’t mothers whistle? 


‘Practical Radio,” by Moyer and Wostrel will 
interest a good many air-minded people. 


And there are hundreds of others just as 
good. 


You can have ony one of these books for 
three weeks if you will promise to read and re- 
turn it. 


To those outside of Lincoln, we will pay post- 
age one way. In returning, do not seal pack- 
age. It will cost you less postage. 

Let us institute a real read-up, study-up, step- 


up campaign. A knowledge of some of these 
books may fatten your pay check. 


Fill out the blank or write L. C. Oberlies, di- 
rector of Personnel, Room 200, Lincoln, and 
start out upon the book or your choice. 


Library | Oh |. eee omen eer ene | ee 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegravh Co. 


which I agree to return in good condition in 
3 weeks or less. 
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_.» The mark of the man of the world is the absence 
of pretension. He does not make a speech, he takes a 
low business tone, avoids all brag, ts nobody, dresses 
plainly, promises not all, performs much, speaks in 
momosyllables, hugs his facts. .... Men take each others 
measure when they meet for the first time—and every 
time they meet......: Men do not convince by argument, 
but by their personality—Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
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Helping Nebraska To Grow 
H trom a day passes but that we receive 


from the Plant Department a form which 

is captioned, Advance Construction No- 
tice. Throughout the entire territory served by 
our Company thousands of dollars are being ex- 
pended year in and year out—-which is in keep- 
ing with our policy “to furnish telephone serv- 
ice at the lowest cost consistent with financial 
safety.” 

In making such expansion to its plant our 
Company is placing into circulation in Nebraska 
thousands of dollars of new money invested by 
those who have faith in the telephone business. 
A very large portion of the money expended by 
our Company goes into wages, eventually find- 
Ing its way into business channels. 
| And so we are helping Nebraska grow, help- 
Ing its towns and cities to grow, adding to the 
states riches, and, to the welfare of its people in 
a service way. We are serving southeastern Ne- 
braska with a physical property valued in excess 
of $12,000,000 through which upwards of 
1,000,000 million telephone calls are made daily, 
so in building and extending that plant we are 
helping Nebraska to grow. 
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Something Worthwhile 


ROM month to month there is listed in the 
Telephone News the service anniversaries 
of employes of our Company. These per: 
sons have labored well in the business of serving 
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others and we are proud to record their names. 

Their records of service have been such that 
the world is better for their having served. They 
have given honest service and loyalty. They 
have helped to blaze the trail to the present high 
grade telephone service without which the pres- 
ent business world could not exist. And they 


have helped to smooth the path for those of us 
who have come along. 


We do not refer only to the pioneer members 
of our Company either, but to those men and 
women all of them, who have served two, three, 
five or a dozen years with honesty of purpose 
and the desire to do something more than to 
just hold down a job. 


ale 
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How’s Your Signature? 


N this day of typewriters we are developing 

a generation of people who are forgetting 

how to use a pen or pencil. That hardly 
seems possible does it? 
_ Maybe it’s carelessness. But books and ar- 
ticles emphasize daily the importance of careful, 
business-like letters, free from trite phrases, 
neatly typed on good stationery, and carrying 
the personality of the writer, Ilegible signatures 
dramatically close many a piece of typewritten 
art—in more ways than one. 
ee whatever the cause, the habit is alarming. 

€ once saw a case where an order had been 
made out by one department to be filled by an- 
another. And it had to be sent back because 
the initials could not be translated. It came back 
to the originator with the note “Please initial 
more legibly,” and, Glory be! You couldn't 
tell whether the second man’s marks under the 
note were intended to indicate a name or 
whether they were an accident. 

Somehow or other, we seriously suspect that 
the whole question reverts to the old subject of 
dog. A man who wouldn’t think of putting 
on dog in public, sometimes hankers to cre 
ate a little atmosphere in his letters, and instead 
of doing it by dictating a literary gem, he de- 
velops a signature that breaks all laws of pen- 


manship and winds up in a flourish just above 

his title. 

ae looks pretty important when it 

ee de read and when its owner is important. 
therwise it doesn’t look so much to the man 

who doesn’t know you. 


The successful men in life are the fellows 
that know how to greet people. The employe 
with a smile may not be a stat performer but 
it is a cinch he isn’t driving business away. The 
power to please is a tremendous asset. 
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They Said “I Do” 


Iss Sara Kook, toll operator at Hastings, 
resigned her position on July Ist to be- 
come the bride of Mr. Elmer Kaufmann 

of St. Louis, Missouri. The young couple will 
make their home in St. Louis after the wedding. 


J J 
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Lester B. Mapel, manager at Seward and Miss 
Helen Severn of Utica, Nebraska were married 
at the County Court house, Nebraska City, late 
Tuesday afternoon, July 16th. Judge J. M. 
Dierks of Nebraska City performed the cere- 
mony. The bride is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jacob Severn of Utica and taught in the 
Utica schools. They will live in Seward. 


a 


Merna Howie, operator, and Mr. Larry Burke, 
both of York, were recently married. Mr. 
Burke is traveling salesman for the Pictorial Re- 
view Magazine company. Mr. and Mrs. Burke 
will make their home in York. 


* OO 


Another good Yorker has mounted the sea 
of matrimony. Mr. Alvin Reed, combination 
man at the York exchange was married on June 
30th to Mss Inez Berglund, operator at Stroms- 
burg. 

Kk +k 

Wedding bells rang on June 3rd, when Miss 
Mable Johnson, toll oper- 
ator, Beatrice, changed her 
name to Mrs. William 
Dissmeyer. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dissmeyer will make their 
home in Beatrice. 


ok Bd sk 


Miss Edna Vant, chief 
operator at Ashland, was 
married to Mr. E. O. Mil- 
ler, Saturday, June 8th. 
Mrs. Miller has been with 
the Company for seven 
years. Mr. Miller is cash- 
ier at the Greenwood State 
Bank of Greenwood. 
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Miss Fannie Sanderson, 
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Western Electric company in Omaha where the 
young couple will reside. 

Thad Newhouse, service department lineman, 
and Miss Katherine Krause, former Red Cloud 
and Hastings operator, were married at Smith- 
center, Kansas, June 8th. 

ne ne 

Fern Abbott, stenographer in the Lincoln 
traffic department, and Lloyd Jenkins, Lincoln 
service department, were married July 4th, at 
the home of Mr. Jenkin’s brother, L. E. Jenkins, 
Mitchelville, Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins will 
remain in Lincoln. 

Ook 

Mabel Daniher, local operator, Hastings, was 
married in June to Fred Krotzer, employed at 
the Osborne Oil Company of Hastings where 
the young couple will reside. 

Irene Gardner, operator at Nebraska City, re- 
signed to become the wife of Albert Kohrell. 
Mr. Kohrell is employed at the American Ex- 
press Company in Nebraska City. 


- eT 


A Challenge! 

The Engineering Department Tennis team 
have laid claim to the title of Departmental 
Champions, and intimate that they would take 
the utmost pleasure in dispensing of any spuri- 
ous claims to the title made by any other Com- 
pany. 
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Obituary 


Gordon Smith, little 8 
year old brother of Miss 
Artemise Smith, line oper- 
ator at Polk, died at the 
York hospital, July 2nd, as 
the result of an accidental 
self-inflicted wound, caused 
June 31st, when the little 
boy was playing with a 
gun. 

With the utmost regret 
we announce this death. 
To the bereaved family we 
extend the deep sympathy 
of the officers and em’ 
ployes of the Company. 


ee grr ee a ee 
operator, Clay Center ex- Nex type of construction truck developed by af. oe. ae 
change, resigned her posi- our plant department. The special built ae : ° e 
: - - oy ae rs egul ) ith outside compartments for ‘ 
tien July Ist and was mar- is equipped wi . , H > A T 
Jub tools and supplies. The truck body is made of re? *P 


red to Harold Dienes of 


) ) metal covered three ply laminated wood. This 
(maha, July 6th. Mr. vives greater strength besides being much light- 


Be safe today and live 


Dienes 1s employed by the er in weight than truck bodies formerly used. to work another day. 
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Beverly Elaine Siev- 
ers, age 20 months, 
daughter of Bruce J. 
Sievers, plant account- 
ant, Lincoln. 


These little kiddies are 
Dicky, 6 years, and Lorraine, 
4 years, children of Joe Hart- 
ley, Lincoln engineering de- 
partment. 


Maer tan Left—Little Jack Cald- 
es well, son of Percy Cald- 
well, service department, 
Lincoln. 
Right—Donald Lee Mor- 
rison, 2-year-old son of C. 
O. Morrison, Lincoln 
shcps. Above — Phyllis 
Jean, age 4 and Francis, 
age 9, children of Mrs. 
Beth Smith, chief- 
oper ator, Swanton. 


* _ * * 
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Another daughter Children of H. F. 
of Ted Ray’s. Lit- McCulla, assistant 
tle Shirley Ray, commercial superin- 
age 2 years. tendent, Lincoln. Vir- 
ginia Lee, age 514 and 

Herbert age 214. 


Little Nellie Dee, age 
18 months, daughter 
of Manager J. L. 
Baxter of Edgar. 


This little lady is 
Jacquelyn Ray, age 3 
yeurs, daughter of 
Ted Ray, plant clerk, 


Telephone 


Left—Iona Baldwin, 
age 4, daughter of 
Ray S. Baldwin, 
Lincoln construction 
department. Right 
—Carolyn Ann 
Motter, age 3' 
holding her wee lit- 
tle sister, Rose 
Mary Jean, age two 
months. They are 
the pride and joy of 
the Motter family. 


Her name ic 
Betty Clohe 
Helm, year old 
daughter of R. 
R. Helm, man- 
ager at Syra- 
cuse. 


This chap is 
Robert Randall, 
son of V. A. Ran- 
dall, Lincoln en- 
gineering depart- 
ment. 


Just three kiddies and a wagon. 
They are Wilda, Kenneth and 
Gordon Wilson, children of G. E. 


Wilson, installer, Exeter. In circle to left is Marjorie Randall, daugh- 


These smiling youngsters ter of V. A. Randall, engineering depart- 


These ili ; P ment, Lincoln. Above ight—Doloris and 

pitieeters ae . ae oc eens id are he ecole i Fags Anna Sate Bake. fatennes of Me. Elia 
e a * are Howar age » C : * ° 

a Re Betty, and Polly L. A. Stacy, of the Lincoln Barker, chief operator-cashier. 

4 years, sons of Cary, daughters of K. supply department 


B. Cary, chief of serv- 


I. J. DeVo e, ice, Lincoln 


Lincoln account- 
ing department. 


Here is little 
Bobby Dick- 
enman, son 
of C. Dick- 
enman, man- 


Meet Donald 
and Winfred 


Bu rke, chil- Baby Bill Walker, ager at Beat- 
dren of E. F. age 1014 months son rice. 
Burke, Safety of Harry Walker, 
First director, cable department. 
Lincoln. ; ‘ 


Left: Jean Frank- 
lin, age 6, daugh- 
ter of M. W. 
Franklin, Lincoln 
engineering de- 
partment. 


Right: Charles, 
age 13, and Neva 
Webster, age 11, 
children of W. H. 
Webster, Lincoln 
construction de- 
partment. 


Richard and Dean Yordy, These sweet little kiddies are Glenn, Patsy 
sons of Clyde Yordy, Ruth and Eugene, children of Mrs. eae 
board man, Fairbury. manager at Shelley. Payne, chief-operator, Tobias. On the right 


Above are the three chil- 
_ dren of J. C. Gear, test- 


is the second little daughter of M. Ww. Frank- 
lin, accounting department, Lincoln. She is 
Ruth, age 3'2 years. 


Left to right Pearl, Wil- 
liam and Opal. 
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Are You Still Playing Safe? 
By E. F. BURKE, 
Safety First Instructor 


C6 NDERSTAND that Jim was hurt yester- 
| | day?” 

“Yes he fell with the pole when his 

weight on it pulled the drop wire loose. He 

tried to jump clear of the pole, but it got him.” 


“Was he badly hurt?” 


“Well, the doctor says he will be out in three 
or four weeks.” 


Just another one of those cases where a man 
failed to put up proper temporary guys. 

The plant department has sounded a death 
knell to that sort of a thing and we are driving 
out those unsafe conditions whether they be 
large or small. 


We are campaigning to have every employe 
on “his toes” to keep old man accident on the 
run. Let’s all get in the game and boost for 
“Safety.” If you have an idea on the improve: 
ment of safety-first methods—or if you know 
of any bad or unsafe conditions—report them. 


Is accident prevention work necessary? Read 
the following accident report for the first six 
months of this year. We have made a fine 
showing but with every one putting forth their 
best efforts we can make 1929 a banner year. 


Total number of accidents 64, of this num- 
ber 17 were lost time accidents, totaling 164 
days. Here is a list of injuries sustained. 
Wounds from pointed instruments, 1; bruises 
and sprains, 11; eye injuries, 1; back injuries, 1; 
herina, 1; poison injuries, 1; infections, 1. 


Let’s read why some of these accidents hap- 
pened, not being in proper position when lift- 
ing, and in the handling of certain tools; using 
improper tools and not using them correctly: 
failing to observe hazards that would cause fall- 
ing or stumbling. 

How to prevent accidents: if you are a sup- 
ervisor, by conducting monthly safety meetings 
and by carefully supervising the foreman. If 
you are a foreman: caution your men on safety 
every day. If you are a workman: take no 
chances; always be careful, think safety, talk 
safety, work safety. 


ale ale ale al. 
a a 


Pioneers To Minneapolis 


The Telephone Pioneer's Convention, which 
will be the sixteenth meeting of the organiza- 
tion will be held in Minneapolis at Nicollet 
Hotel, October 18th and 19th. Delegates will 
be present from the United States and Canada. 


What D’You Say? 
By 
The Inquiring Reporter 


Question—W hat class of telephone service is 
easier to sell, and why? 


Each month the Inquiring Reporter will ask 
three persons some question relating to the sale 
of telephone service. 

Long Distance Service—The type of service 
easiest to sell is determined 
largely by local conditions. 
In my opinion one service 
least affected thereby is 
“Long Distance” and the 
easiest to sell. Everybody is 
a potential user of “Long 
Distance.” 

The scope of its sale is not 
limited to large business or 
palatial homes, not even to 
subscribers. The day is past 
when a long distance call 
was spoken of with awe and the one who talked 
had a right to strut. 

—Alex Geist, Local Manager, Bennet. 


Extension Stations — The 
extension telephone is un- 
doubtedly the outstanding 
additional service which we 
have to offer—more espe- 
cially to our residential sub- 
scibers. 

The tired housewife of 
yesterday has found new 
happiness through the adop- 
tion of time saving devices. 

We are justly proud of 
the part which extension LeRoy Schlentz 
telephones in this new era. 

LeRoy Schlentz, Lincoln Business Office. 


K 


Easiest kind of service to 
sell? Long Distance service 
of course. 


Because it is faster than 
any other means of com- 
munication. 

One also gets the personal 
contact that is not obtained 
in a letter or telegram. 


/j ad The cost is negligible com- 

NOTA pared with the convenience 

A. Scouller and the results obtained. 
—A. Scouller, Chief Operator, Lincoln. 
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Recent Changes In The Organization 


Plant Department 
Plant Superintendent’s Office 

R. M. Misner, clerk, transferred as solicitor, Lincoln 

District. 
Supply Department 

Harold L. Kipp, shopman, transferred as clerk, plant 
superintendent's office. 

L. C. Madigan, shopman, transferred as lineman, 
Greenwood. 

Lincoln District 

Bert L. Avercash, solicitor. Lincoln, transferred as clerk 

plant superintendent's office. 
York District 

Kenneth Lunney, groundman, York, transferred to 
groundman, Fairmont. | 

Wayne Norwood, groundman, York, transferred to 
groundman, Fairmont. 

Harold Noyes, lineman, York, transferred as lineman, 
Polk. 

Stanley L. Price, groundman, York, transferred as 
groundman, Polk. 

Lester Russell, groundman, York, transferred as ground- 
man, Polk. . 

Lester Welch, lineman, York, transferred as lineman, 


Polk. . | 
Traffic Department 


Rose Frankenhauser, operator, Humboldt, transferred 
as assistant chief operator, Humboldt. 


Hildegarde Anderson, assistant chief operator, Ashland, 


transferred as chief operator, Ashland. 

Leta Funk, operator, Ashland, transferred as assistant 
chief operator, Ashland. 3 yay 

Minnie Schlit, operator, Hastings, transferred as local 
operator, Hastings. 

Dollye Hansen, student operator, Hastings, transferred 
as operator, Hastings. 

Lola Jeffrey, student operator, Ashland, transferred as 
relief operator, Ashland. 

Nettie Ohm, relie foperator, Ashland, transferred as 
operator Ashland. 

Lois Funk, relief operator, Ashland, transferred as op- 
erator, Ashland. 

Helen Baldwin, relief operator, Weeping Water trans- 
ferred as operator, Hastings. 

Edna Hansen, student operator, Hastings, transferred 
as operator, Hastings. 

Marie Wilson, student operator, Hastings, transferred 
as operator, Hastings. 

Helen McAllister, student operator, Beatrice, trans- 
ferred as operator, Beatrice. 

Grace Haddon, student operator, Louisville, tranferred 

| as local operator, Louisville. 

Beatrice Fanning, toll student, Lincoln, transferred as 
local operator, Lincoln. 

Alice Hauthorn, toll student, Lincoln. transferred as 
local operator, Lincoln. 

Grace Miller, toll student, Lincoln, transferred as local 
operator, Lincoln. 


Genevieve Sharp, student operator, Lincoln. transferred 


August Service Anniversaries 


Those with less than five years service not included. 


Name— Date Town 
Clarence Perryman ................ By ES cteexteihetssies Lincoln 
(SOTa FSreuison iincsscxcehetaxd Be OE cc iecusenes Lincoln 
Alberta Teste .2ccincncce Be De 2A sect yuects Lincoln 
Merlie Markuson .............-.... a Ef Seren Lincoln 
Marjorie Twiss ............-------++- ae Ie iy Seen Louisville 
Leona Beckwith .................... 8- 1-24.00. Nebr. City 
Mayme iL. Juhl... a oe 5, One Peru 
PLarriett. WYN01- cccncecsaisceseeeacses sae ae. ee Plattsmouth 
Mrs: Sadie Urch ....0.6.c02002.:. Be Sel Oe Ashland 
Putina. TEGUstei. 26.26 ents Bee casa cla des Friend 
Bi haan: aah Ls 2) 9 ta 6 op ene a Seward 
Bata Walyin cik escapee DMD Pc evenccdaiuen Wahoo 
OOS CIN sincere tacentsachcotes samt ts FOL cases caucpagscrces Yutan 
Dalian, -PLSQ pi cscenceeesnccagearcat oe | oe See eens en Adams 
Catherine Heckathorne.......... a, ee Beatrice 
Lene woh. <226 Be DU osuconcpeions Clatonia 
Brie: OMEN: = vacScemcedeelerctiapeaiee 8-1-09....2.222.--.- Tecumseh 
roy | bd Gal a) 95 | en eae Eee Se. F210. Hastings 
IWeltie: lamin: custestsegeecaeteo cies Ge Te 24 oe Hebron 
Praia. Larson 5 sncssenkenceccks ROA TAI 8 ii Sutton 
Mrs. Fannie Fritzer...............- B:1G6-21. sacs David City 
Ethel. Prescott: 2442..-cekeen Se. 118i: Fairmont 
Eita Griffin ....... seuihgpuauaiewtass Be. Oe) ses Geneva 
Agnes Keenan occlccceccccsecencess By PAL G cee ccns Grafton 
Maith: AGrst 3:3 acaiieccvassece cE 9 32 Ducuwoeus. Octavia 
Hattie Marquardt .................. 27 16 Ree enema York 
Gustav Wm. Jahn.................. Sea (8) 8 epee Lincoln 
bi (ey 1+ ae © |» ee nore edd Sh. eee Lincoln 
Joe" Partley: o.cu. cvscosexenceastece 20 Ys i Seeennten Lincoln 
EL. 3, SOOerROlM psec ole es b : Seer Lincoln 
As. The WWalbee tii iiccacs saunas capes Bi ba F ceccoutensaxe Lincoln 
‘Herbert Lee Jenkins2.72...2. Fed a en Lincoln 
John PF. Sullivan... ccc Ee £0) eee eee Lincoln 
TPs DODDS sbivecasccsncevacdencccanss a 0: Lincoln 
CSG. FHCOSttO tt cccixcccess eves Sn Oa 16 eee Lincoln 
Samuel A. Jameson................ 2 Cae, eee Lincoln 
Clayton H.. Liebhartsci.cc<..2: Bl GOA cscs cutimtane Lincoln 
Pranks oP Das acscncectntseseasts 2a ea oe Lincoln 
Bedcoly Anois. cc gece, Be Fel A nce Lincoln 
Be. ey DPA iscsi ccasec lanes Be Bed Bence castes Lincoln 
(C. Flaberman. Skeets! Be VO ss i eticaiens Friend 
Jona Se himllie: sccccssheecarn banc: Be TAS eaeie Greenwood 
Wm. 1; Spurlock.......0n26 BOG cos cas eats Milford 
Geo: B: Arold: cc2.,.hcces ae: Se16-15 2 Nebr. City 
Wm. A. Letellier.................... oe eos hy See Nebr. City 
ats pees. st ccete eee et BUD Fy easetectanans Beatrice 
F. W. Waters.............22--02----- Be el Vie aie: Beatrice 
John Raippel cocci ticcicocsases Be TAN Bisccdcacasens Plymouth 
PLO Ward: USB gos criksesecentennes B22 942 Ns sstdvoadwnees Hastings 
Be Tg. WV CUO ice deos Sebo tilenes Be TTB ease Clay _ Center 
Merrill Le JOneScccaciccnexcseeces Be Pd Bees ses Fairfield 
Katherine Culley ................-- eee ee Superior 
Chas. OU Gi ccdcscccivctesebarsacte a i | |. aan eee Sutton 
Vernon Campbell ................ ae 2: 8) eee David City 
Pear RAB sss cs cts Be FU ours Geneva 


The Dwight exchange has moved into new 
quarters and-a switchboard and new central ot- 
fice equipment were placed into service on 
August 31. 
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n August, comes to every 

healthy man and woman 

the great desire to get 
away from the cities and 
towns, from work, even from 
home, and to make tracks for 
the big outdoors, to paddle a 
canoe on some gentle stream, 
to loaf beneath the trees, to 
camp out, to fish, to stroll through pine forests, to 
dream day dreams. 


The fact that all must work practically all the time 
is what makes a day of idleness or recreation so de: 
lightful when it comes along. Without the days at the 
desk, switchboard, counter, terminal room, or out on 
the lines, there would not be quite so much fun in a 
day of fishing, swimming, or hiking. 


So, if it happens that those holidays are not due for 
several weeks yet, then enjoy the anticipation, and 
in the mean time just plug along and hold down the 
job as usual, and when vacation comes along work 
can be left with a knowledge that all is well. 


* * %* 


Part of the cost of furnishing telephone service is 
the cost of moving poles and wires to make room 
for the widening of highways and other public im- 
provement work. During the past three months, 
construction crews have been busy throughout the ter- 
ritory moving poles to accommodate the road grader. 
At the present time an estimate is in progress covering 
the moving of fourteen miles of toll pole line between 
Bruning and Davenport. Approximately 500 poles 


3. Ben Ford, Dan Hig- 


gins, and Walter Stewart, examining 


Plant Progress 
By Thad Cone 


Construction Department 


2. Robert Gray, fore- 

man, and T. &£. Long- 

don, manager 
Tecumseh. 
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are being replaced because a 
new state highway is being 
constructed in that section. 
* * i 

Reports show that during 
the month of June, there has 
been a marked determination 
on the part of every man in 
the plant department to keep 
“OVP Man Accident” on the run. The number of lost- 
time accidents for their period totals four. Of this 
total, the construction department is credited with 1, 
the supply department 1, the Nebraska City District 1, 
and the Hastings District 1. Beatrice, Lincoln and 
York Districts maintained a perfect record. What will 
be the standing when the next issue of the News ap- 
pears? 

* sik % 

H. W. Wheeler, construction superintendent, and 
family left June 29th for a three weeks vacation in 
northeastern Minnesota and Canada. 


Construction Foreman DeWolf and crew are com- 
pleting Estimate No. 2478 which covers the replacing 
of open wire in the first mile east of Louisville with 
cable. 

Construction Foreman Foster and crew have com- 
pleted placing the additional copper circuit between 
Superior and Hardy. 


ok * i 


Foreman Butterfield and crew have completed toll 
circuit rearrangements between Beaver Crossing, 
Seward, Tamora and Utica. 


= 


1. M. F. Marshall crew at 
Edgar. Left to right: C. E. 
Saum, George Clack, I. H. 
McLeg, M. M. McLaugh- 
lin, E. H. Brooks, C. E. 
_ Hanes, M. A. Wagner, M. 
F. Marshall. 


a 


PEs 


S aay ae a on on ta 
JsDRASEARERI 


be 


-* 


at 


broken cable caused by the falling church wall at Beatrice. 
4. Carl Hedstrom, cableman, Lincoln, repairing damage at Beatrice. 5. Left to right: Baldwin, Boyles, Barnes, 
Kasselbaum, Webb, Baunn, Denny, and H. J. Ball, foreman, working job No. 85 at the Hebron exchange. 
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This young lady leaning leisurely against the white pillar, is Miss Hazel Goff, Nebraska City information operator. 


HE evening of June 13th was 

very enjoyable spent by sixty 

members of the Wahoo tele- 
phone family at a picnic supper at 
Wanahoo park. The occasion was 
the annual “Saunders County Fire 
Association”’ meeting at which the 
Wahoo First Aid Team gave a 
demonstration. They were accom- 
panied by Mr. and Mrs. M. T. Cas- 
ter, plant superintendent; Mr. and 
Mrs. J. A. McKenzie, Lincoln dis- 
trict manager, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Behm, assistant plant superintend- 
ent and their daughter, and Mrs. 
Burke, wife of E. F. Burke, safety 
first instructor, all of Lincoln. The 
party gathered around four tables 
which fairly groaned with all kinds 
of good things to eat. After the 
picnic supper, the First Aid Team 
prepared for their demonstration 
which was followed by dancing. 
All voted that this was a fine get- 
to-gether and Wahoo is planning 
for another soon. 


* 4, 
Bos % 


The Misses Gladys Bruyn and 
Mable Bye, operators at Beaver 
Crossing, visited the Exeter ex- 
change the night of the cut-over. 


% os bd 


Miss Ruth Gentry, operator at 
Beaver Crossing, visited the Friend 
telephone office, Saturday, July 6. 


% 


Mrs. Bessie Babcock, chief op- 
erator at the Waverly Exchange, 
was a welcome visitor at the Has- 
tings Exchange, while on her va- 
cation in June. 

Miss Minne Moers was released 
from the Glascoe Hospital recently 
after a serious mastoid operation. 
Miss Moers is a toll operator at the 
Hastings exchange. 


Mrs. Charles Dickenman and her 
little son, Bobby, spent July 4th 
with Mrs. Dickenman’s parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Val Felthauser, at 
Nebraska City. Mr. Dickenman is 


manager of the Beatrice exchange. 


James Smith, groundman at Beat- 
rice, recently underwent an opera- 
tion for appendicitis. He improved 
rapidly and was released from the 
hospital June 15th. 

x ke x 

A new Chevrolet one and one- 
half ton truck was delivered to 
Henry White, manager at DeWitt, 
for use on farm repair job No. 94. 

* oe * 

Miss Moreane Alldritt, has been 
employed as operator at the Friend 
exchange. 

Miss Clara Shunk, chief opera- 
tor at Friend, is off duty for an 
indefinite period because of the ill 
ness of her parents. Miss Maude 
McLennan is acting chief operator 
during her absence. 

# 


Manager R. R. Helm and Mrs. 
Helm of Syracuse enjoyed their va- 
cation during July at their old home 
at Hale, Missouri. 


Here’s Mr. and Mrs, A. S. Keckler, 

contemplating a trip to New York, 

via Aeroplane. Mr. Keckler ts| man- 
ager at Havelock. 
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Mr. and Mrs. B. A. Lockhart 
spent July 4th in Omaha, from 
where they will motor to Marshall, 
Iowa, and to Minnesota points, to 
spend their vacation. Miss Irene 
Hobbs will act as night operator at 
the Syracuse exchange while Mrs. 
Lockhart, who is the regular night 
operator, is on her vacation. 

* ok 

The Misses Martha, assistant 
chief operator, and Beata and 
Louise Merz, relief operators, at 
Seward spent their vacation in June 
visiting in Illinois, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. 

K 

Miss Jessie Stoddard, night oper’ 
ator at Seward, spent the fore part 
of June with her brother and his 
family in Red Oak, Iowa. 


Wesley Haas, employed in the 
paint shop at Lincoln, is spending 
his vacation with relatives at 
O'Neill, Nebraska. 


3 4 ok 


George Arnold, local manager of 
the Nebraska City exchange, under- 
went an operation July 11th at the 
Nebraska City hospital for the re- 
moval of his tonsils. 

x ok # 

Mr. O. C. Nies has been em- 
ployed in the toll wire chief's de- 
partment, Lincoln, as test man. Mr. 
Nies comes to us from the Western 
Union Telegraph Company — at 
Beatrice. 

The Tecumseh exchange compli 
ments itself upon establishing a 
connection from Elk Creek to San 
Jose, California, within six minutes 
from the filing time. 

The College View operators en- 
joyed an early steak fry, July 9th, 
at Antelope park, but they refused 
to state “how early!” 


Miss Alma Howell, chief oper: 
ator, and Miss Mildred Reynolds, 
operator at College View are en 
Joying their vacations 
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Miss Marie 
Meierjunger, toll 
operator, Lin- 
coln, is spend- 
ing two weeks 
in Murdock, Ne- 
braska. 


Miss Gertrude 
Meyers, Lincoln 
toll operator, re- 
turned July 8th, 
from a two 
weeks vacation 
spent in Mason 
City, Nebraska. 


Miss Helen 
McAllister has 
been hired as 
student operator 
at Beatrice. 


Mr. Charles 
Dicken man, 
manager at 
Beatrice, spent 
fume Lith in 


From top to bottom, running left to right are some !ecumseh. 


ge Me iog 
of Beatrice’s fair operators: Helen Grunewald. Mar- 
garet Grunewald, Beatrice Sweet, Olga Kennedy, and 


Grace Smith. 


Marie Randall is new student op- 
erator in Clay Center. 


Bob Donaldson, shop employe, 
Lincoln, returned to work Monday, 
July 8th. He has been on his vaca- 
tion, spending part of it in Kansas 
City, where he attended a “Scotch” 
wedding. We do not know whether 
the “Scotch” referred to nationality 
or the quality of the refreshments. 


Bob” Morby, lineman, Lincoln 
service department, left the Jast of 
Many for Fort Crook at Omaha, 
where he is attending a six weeks 


course in the Reserve Officer's 
training camp. 


Elinore Hamann_ has been em- 
ee as assistant operator at 

utan, with Miss Irene Kirchman 
relief operator. 


A box of candy was received by 
the Ashland operators from Dr. 
McIlInay of Ashland, in apprecia- 
tion of the good service rendered 
by the Ashland exchange. 


Miss Mae Kenyon, operator at 
Harvard, has been guaranteened 
with scarlet fever for the past three 
weeks. The Harvard exchange 
hopes she will recover soon and be 
back with the telephone folks again. 


Miss Alice 
Seivers, chief- 
operator at York, 
is spending her vacation in Yellow- 
stone Park. 


Marie Schlieger and Gladys Page, 


Operators at York, have returned . 


from their vaca- 
tions, declaring 
themselves fit for 
another twelve 
months of manual 
labor. 


Mr. H. G. Peach- 
man and Richard 
Vanderlippe, tol] 
test-board men of 
Lincoln, left for 
South Dakota where 
they expect to 
spend a part of 
their vacation. 


R. R. Helm, 
manager of Syra- 
cuse, is enjoying his 
annual vacation at 
Kansas City and 
Hale, Missourt. 


Harvard oper: 
ators recently en- 
joyed three one- 
pound boxes of 
candy given to 
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ing nurse, Miss Moerhing, in ap- 
preciation of the fine service rend- 
ered by the Harvard girls. 


< = 


Miss Wynona McFarland has 
completed her student course and 
is now enrolled as relief operator 


at Ashland. 


Allen Pugsley, service depart- 
ment, Lincoln, left June 17th for 
northern Minnesota where he will 
spend two weeks. 


Miss Adele Windels of the Syra- 
cuse traffic department spent a two 
weeks vacation with friends at Una- 
dilla and took a short trip to 


Heligh, Nebraska. 


July visitors at the Wahoo office 
were Miss Lorene Gould of 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, and Ruth 
Quinn of Spokane, Washington. 
Both were former chief operators 
at Wahoo, so the exchange enjoyed 
talking over “the good old days” 
with them. 


Miss Mary Meister, operator at 
Humboldt, started the vacation ball 
rolling at the Humboldt exchange 
on June 15th, and spent two weeks 
visiting her sister at Higginsville, 
Missouri, and friends at Lincoln, 
Nebraska. She reports a delightful 
time. 


More Beatrice operators to prove their beauty: Ethel 


a re | . > f Se pee: AT j 
them by Dr. Nutz: Heckathorne, Telephone News correspondent; Anna 


man and his assist- 
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Hertzel, Verda Imes, Adelaide Howard, and Argyle 


Langdale. 
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Mr. A. E. Lamberson, manager 
at Humboldt, enjoyed his vacation 
the latter part of June. He and 
Mrs. Lamberson and the children 
visited relatives at Raymond. It is 
of interest to all the Telephone 
folks to know that a son, Delmas 
Eugene, was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Lamberson on June 16th. Guess 
Mr. Lamberson is ready to offer 
cigars or receive those that anyone 
might wish to send him! 


Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Bennett left 
for a vacation trip late Friday after- 
noon, July 5th. They expected to 
visit in Lincoln, Omaha, Fairbury 
and Nelson before returning to 
their home in York where Mr. Ben- 
nett is district manager. 


Attend Funeral 


Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Agee, T. C. 
Woods, C. P. Russell, C. Donley, 
K. B. Cary, F. E. Behm, H. F. Mc- 
Culla, J. A. McKenzie and Mrs. 
Myrtle Smith all of the Lincoln ex- 
change, W. H. Caman and Charles 
Dickenman of Beatrice, Thomas 
Longdon of Tecumseh, R. H. Ojers 
of Nebraska City, L. P. Young, W. 
C. Cooper, and John Lahr of Has- 
tings, Fred Adkins of Nelson and 
L. P. Maple of Seward, all officers 
and managers of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, at- 


Reading left to right, top row—Minnie Carr, relief cashier, Fairbury ; John 
Gardner, Henry Garrison, Henry White, manager and foreman, Milo Garrison, 
and Ed Newbyall of the DeWitt Rural Line repair crew; and Leona Savage, 


a new operator at Fairbury. Bottom 
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tended the funeral services 
for J. M. Bell, a director of 
the Company, which were 
held in York Friday after- 


noon, July 5th. 


Mis Mary Mayfield was 
recently enrolled as student 
operator at Ashland. 


Mr. Chris Haberman, 
manager at Friend, and 
Mrs. Haberman, visited the 
Harvard office on July 8th. 


The operator's rest-room 
at Ashland has been redec- 
orated and furnished with 
new lockers, shades and a 
new rug. With these furn- 
ishings the room is very 
cozy and attractive. The 
operating room has also 
been redecorated and re- 
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furnished with a new chief- The gentleman with his back to the public 
operator desk to match the is George Walroth. With him are Lillian 


switchboard. 


Rankin and Katherine Rood. And again 
there is George; this time he condescends 


Miss Anna Olson, fore to appear face forward. All are from the 


merly an operator in the 

traffic department at Ash- 

land has been transferred to the 
commercial department at Ashland 
as clerk and cashier. Miss Olson 
will assist Mr. C. S. Nevins, man- 
ager; and in addition she will act 


Lincoln business office. 


as correspondent for the Lincoln 
Telephone News from Ashland. 


Miss Leta Funk has been ap- 
pointment assistant chief operator 


at Ashland. 


ate 
a 


Miss Lucille Vadbanker, 
daughter of Mrs. Katie Vad- 
banker, who recently under- 
went a serious operation 1s re- 
ported to be getting along 
very well. Mrs. Vadbanker 1s 
assistant chief-operator at Beat- 
rice. 


Miss Eady Sniter, toll op- 
erator, at Beatrice, is reported 
ill. The Beatrice exchange re- 
grets her absence and hopes 
she will be back on the job, 
well and strong, again. 


C. S. Nevins and family of 
Ashland spent July 4th in 
Beaver Crossing. Mr. Nevins 
was formerly manager at 
Beaver Crossing. 


G. W. Jahns, revenue ac: 
countant, and Harold Laipply, 
traveling auditor, both of Lin- 
coln, audited the books at 
Beaver Crossing on June 14th. 


Harry Lelton, Lincoln serv- 


row--Jess May, combination man, Fair- ice department. ,is spending a 
. ~ ? ? , Tt e ‘ . 1 

bury; Earl Schemmerhorn, M. J. Brockmeyer, Fred Brockemeyer, all of the two weeks vacation in South 
Jansen rural line repair job; and M. J. Brockmeyer again. 
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Miss Inez Clark 
made a business trip 
the latter part of June 
to Raymond, Kansas. 


On May 3rd. the 
First Aid Team of 
Wahoo gave a demon- 
stration at the Saund- 
ers County Rural 
school picnic which 
was held at the Wahoo 
Fair grounds. In spite 
of the cloudy and cool 
weather about 800 chil- 
dren and their parents 
gathered for this pic- 
nic. The members of 
the team were intro- 
duced by Mr. M. T. 
Caster, plant superin- 
tendent, of Lincoln, 
after a short talk on 
“Safety First.”’ The 
crowd was very quiet 
<= and attentive during 
the demonstration and 


Left to right: Miss Melanize Breault, toll super- many favorable com- 
sce Lincoln ; Miss Frances Bunting, line oper- ments were received. 
ator, Hastings; and Esther Andrews, local and 


toll operator, Nebraska City. 


Larry Madigan, formerly em- 
ployed at Friend, completed the 
Shop Training Course at Lincolr, 
and has been sent to Murdock. 


Elmer Dougherty, shipping clerk, 
Lincoln, is spending his vacation in 
his old home town at Roca. 


These charming ladies are Mrs 
Ella Barker, chief operator and 
cashier at the Murray exchange- 
Betty Lee, Havelock’s op. 
petty Lee, Havelock’s newest Op- 
erator; and Larene Hatchett. as- 
sistant chiej-operator at Murray. 


Miss Ethel Heckathorne. opera- 
tor, Beatrice. spent het 


) Ice, Yer vacation in 
Lincoln visiting relatives. 


Miss Gertrude 
Meyers, Lincoln toll operator, re- 
turned July 8th, from a two weeks 
vacation spent in Mason City, Ne- 


braska. 


Miss Doris Powell, toll operator, 
Lincoln, is taking a two weeks fur- 
lough. 


Mrs. Rena Perkins of Lincoln was 
transferred to Mead, June 17th, 
where she will take charge of 
the exchange. Mrs. Perkins js 
an experienced operator, having 
worked in-Lincoln as P. B. X. 
operator for many years. The 
Mead office has undergone a 
thorough housecleaning and re- 
modeling, -arYd is now ready to 
give the public its best service. 


Miss Alberta Hesse spent 
June 15th with relatives in Kan- 
sas City. 


Miss Gretta Spott, toll oper- 
ator, Lincoln, left July 8th to 
spend two weeks in Colorado. 


Miss Helen Persell, toll in- 
structor, Lincoln, left for her 
vacation July 8th. 


Miss Ethel Maurer is the new 


relief operator at Beaver Cross- Charles 
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Colorado on his vacation. Among 
other vacationists who have been 
working in the shop are: Homer 
Wood, spending a quiet vacation at 
home; Ray Nehe, taking a trip to 
Chicago; and William Knee, fish- 
ing in Minnesota. 


! 


The Misses Elizabeth Mason and 
Ida Brommer have been employed 
as student operators at Hastings. 

W. H. Caman, district manager, 
Beatrice, just recently returned from 
a three weeks vacation in California. 
He participated in two parades at 
the Shrine Convention held in Los 
Angeles. He also spent consider- 
able time with his son Clarence, 
who is employed in the Automatic 
Exchange at Hollywood . 


The Misses Erma Johnson and 
Alberta Williams, local operators 
are on the sick list at Beatrice. Hope 
they recover soon. 


Miss Effie Smith, Tecumseh 
chief operator, attended the meet- 
ing of chief-operators held at 
Beatrice, Monday, July 8th. 


Milo Cuslasly, P. B. X. man, Lin- 
coln, is spending a week’s vacation 
at home, June 17th to 24th. 


_ Ray Carlson and M. R. Andrews 
from Lincoln repaired the toll line 
and switchboard at Humboldt, June 
20th. 


Ing. ee York; and Clyde Burge, commercial en- 


- : . gineer, Lincoln, with the strings of real 
Kent Eno, employed in the — honest-to-goodness fish that they ne 
shop at Lincoln, has gone to while on their vacation at Lake Le 


Western Nebraska, and Eastern 


Homme Dieu. Minnesota. 


LL. Bennett, district: manager, 
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These young ladies are Fay Witty, local operator, Ne- 
braska City; Anna Olson, commercial clerk and Ash- 


Ray Munden, Mrs. Myrtle Lyle, furmerly of the 
shop employe at Hansen exchange, has accepted the 
Lincoln, spent his position of night operator at Has- 
vacation the latter tings. 
part of July with + #'“s 
relatives on a farm Mrs. H. Beckman of Tecumseh 
near McCook. was the first of the traffic depart- 

x oF ment to have a vacation this sum- 
Ellene McClana- mer, and it happened to arrive at a 
very opportune time for her as her 
uncle payed her a visit from Los 
Angeles, California. 


han, Tecumseh, has 
been enjoying a 
two weeks vacation 
visiting in Riverton es 
and Farragut, Iowa. M. T. Caster, plant superintend- 
7 oF = ent, Lincoln, and C. Dickenman, 
Lou Stanley of manager at Beatrice, drove to sev- 
the Lincoln shop eral exchanges, within the last few 
has been in- weeks to inspect farm line repair 
Rochester, Minne- jobs in the Beatrice District. They 
sota the past week also attended a “Good Roads” meet- 
with his wife, who ing held at Tecumseh that evening. 
underwent a medi- i. eee al 
cal treatment in a 


hospital there C. Dickenman, manager, and W. 


J. McDowell, district clerk, Beatrice, 
drove to Burchard June 11th, to 

Some new pice make a house count and pole plot 
tures, “Weaver _of of that exchange. 


land’s new Telephone News correspondent; and Anna Speech and “The 
44S c 


Sedoris, local operator, Nebraska City. 


On July 1st the operators at Har- 
vard, hiked out in the country 
loaded with balloons squakers and 
fire works. Later in the evening 
Mrs. A. J. Van Trump, treated 
them to home-made ice cream and 
angel food cake. 

Margaret Lockhart, of Syracuse 
traffic department is spending her 
vacation visiting relatives in Omaha 
and Marshalltown, Iowa. 


Mrs. Mary Emerson, local sup- 
erisor, Lincoln, started on her vaca- 
tion June 24th. 


George Criuckshank, lineman, 
and Earl Barger, foreman of the 
farm line repair crew finished the 
jobs at Ithaca and Mead the Jatter 
part of July. 


Jesse Hargis, lineman, Lincoln, 
left June 17th for a two weeks va- 
cation. 


Leonard Hartnett, night testman, 
Lincoln, spent the week of June 
10th visiting friends and _ relatives 
in Hastings. 


William Mouden, combination 
man, Hastings, visited the Syracuse 
exchange last week enroute to Dun- 
bar. Everyone was glad to see Bill 
and to know his. necktie was 
straight! . 

Be % Be 

Charles Babock, of the Lincoln 
shops, underwent a minor opera- 
tion, Tuesday morning, July 9th. 


Spirit of Service” 
have been hung in 
the Syracuse building. Plans are 
being made to decorate the interior 
of the whole building in the near 
future. x ok ok 
= ee Miss Hildegarde Anderson has 
Miss Cleda Kendall, toll super- been appointed to take the place of 
visor, Lincoln, spent her two weeks Mrs. E. O. Miller former chief op- 
vacation in Shenandoah, Iowa, and erator at Ashland. 
Crete, Nebraska. 7 


Miss Julia McClure, operator at 
Polk, spent her vacation July lst 
to 10th, visiting with friends in 
her own vicinity. 


partment, Lincoln, 
left June 17th to at- 
tend the Interna- 
tional Convention 
of the Optimist 
club which is being 
held at Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 


Mrs. Dee Har- 
rah, former Tecum- 
seh operator, now 
chief operator at 
Carroll, visited the 
home folks and 
home office during 
June. 


Miss Myrtle Stef- 
fan, operator, at 
Beatrice, is back on 
duty after a siege 


of the “flu.” 
a Reading left to right are some of the exchanges pret- 


Miss Grace Hoth- tiest girls: Louise Schmidt and Ethel Heckathorne, 

operators, Beatrice; Mrs. Rena Perkins, chief oper- 

ator and new Telephone News correspondent from 

Mead; and Gladys White, toll operator; Mable Aker, 

observer, Helen Merritt, clerk and Esther Eckhardt, 
local operator, all from Hastings. 


away, Lincoln traf- 
fice department, en- 
joyed her two 
weeks vacation. at 
home. 


[ 23] 


LINCOLN,, TELEPHONE NEWS 


Louise Erdmann has been em- 
ployed as vacation stenographer in 
the Lincoln commercial department. 


%: 


W. J. McDowell, district clerk at 
Beatrice, was in Lincoln June Sth 
and 6th, taking back with him sev- 
eral new Chevrolets for the Beatrice 
district. The trucks were sent to 


Cook and DeWitt. 


x 


Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Keckler and 
their daughter, Marian, are vaca- 
tioning a month, driving to New 
York where Mr. Keckler’s brother 
lives. They will return August 4th. 
Mr. Keckler is manager at Have- 


lock. 

Miss Grace Nilsson, school teach- 
er in Havelock is working relief at 
the local office during the summer 
months. 


Miss Flora Johnson, Lincoln gen- 
eral commercial department, is 
spending her vacation in Pennsyl- 
vania, her former home. 


% 


Mr. J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln 
district manager, made the Pleasant 
Dale office a very pleasant call on 
Tuesday, June 18th. 


Mrs. Laura Wang, chief operator 
at Malcolm, spent part of her va- 
cation in Omaha and the remainder 
in Pleasant Dale at the home of 
her parents Mr. and Mrs. F. C. 
Thomas. 

Mrs. N. J. Fipps, chief operator 
at Denton, was a caller at the 
Pleasant Dale office on Saturday, 
July 6th. 


George Arnold, local manager, 
Nebraska City, submitted to an op- 
eration, Thursday morning, July 
llth, for the removal of his tonsils. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crew and 
children departed, Sunday, July 
14th, on a two weeks vacation trip 
to Yellowstone Park and Salt Lake 
City. 

Miss Corrine Longdon, daughter 
of Tom Longdon, manager at 
Tecumseh, graduated from’ the 
Stromsburg High School in June 
and is now home with “dad and 
mother.” 


Bob Gray, foreman of farm re- 
pair job No. 92, Beatrice, received 
a new Chevrolet truck to use in his 
work at Cook. 
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Walter Rabb, manager at Stroms- 
burg, has returned to work after 
recovering from an operation of ap- 
pendicitis. Be careful, Walter, and 
do not work too hard for a while. 


Miss Marie Ehler, local super- 
visor, Miss Loraine Rouler, infor: 
mation operator, and Miss Gladys 
White, toll operator, all of the Has- 
tings exchange took their vacations 
in the latter part of June. 


Miss Harriett Carter, traffic de- 
partment, returned July 28th, from 
a two weeks acation at Lake Oko- 
boji where she was sent as one of 
the five delegates representing the 
Lincoln Y. W. C. A. to a regional 
Y. W. C. A. convention. Harriett 
is willing to coinpete with any one 
in a “summer tan” contest. She 
says she had a grand time doing 
nothing but boating, swimming, and 
horseback riding. 


Does everyone in the Company 
know that W. H. Caman, manager 
at the Beatrice exchange, has a 
hobby—he is the leader of the 
Sesostris Shrine band? The Day- 
kin Herald, the mouthpiece of the 
Daykin exchange, recently termed 
him as “Conductor W. H. Caman, 
the John Philip Sousa of Nebraska!” 


These are the twenty-nine operators from telephone stations in the Nebraska City district who gathered in Ne- 
braska City, July 12th, in conference over daily problems in their work. The men in the picture were those in 
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Dewey Nelson: “How did you 
get that scar on your forehead?” 

George Dobson: “I bit myself 
there!” 

Dewey: ‘How could you bite 
yourself on the forehead?” 

George: “Well, I was on a step 
ladder and fell off.” 


* * 


Willie: “‘Did Mr. Edison make 
the first talking machine, Pa?” 

Pa: “No, my son. God made 
the first talking machine, but Edi- 
son made the first one that could 
be shut off.”—Pacific Telephone 
Magazine. 

* * 

The other day a lady called the 
Lincoln local commercial office and 
inquired about the vacation rates. 
Ot Gorman explained in detail just 
how the Telephone Company 
handled this service and said in con- 
clusion, “What number do you 
want your calls referred to, 
Mrs. X?”’ 

She thought for a few 
moments and finally 
asked, ““Well, ah, what 
number would you sug: 
gest?” 

* * & 

Flapper: Auntie, did 
you ever have a pro- 
posal of marriage? 

Old Maid: “Yes, 
once by telephone—but 
he had the wrong num- 
ber. 

* ok £ 


Thad Cone: “I'd like 
to see a fish cry.” 

Joe Hartley: “Why, 
Thad, don’t you know 
that fish don’t cry!” 

Thad: “‘They do too! 
My daddy said he saw 
some whales blubber.” 

k x 

Egotism is that gentle 
anesthetic that numbs 
one to be consciousness 
of being just a plain darn 
fool. (Oh, such a blunt 
definition. ) 


Ain’t Life Funny 

Man comes into the world with- 
out his consent and leaves it against 
his will. During his stay on earth, 
his time is spent in one continuous 
round of contraries and misunder- 
standings. 

In his infancy he is an angel. In 
his manhood he is everything from 
a lizard up. 

If he raises a family he is a 
chump. If he doesn't raise a family 
he’s too selfish. 

If he raises-a check he is a crook. 
If he’s poor he’s a poor manager. 
If he’s rich he’s smart but dishon- 
est. 

If he’s not in politics he’s an un- 
desirable citizen. If he is in politics 
he’s a grafter. 

If he goes to church he is a hypo- 
crite. If he doesn’t he’s a sinner. 

If he gives to charity, it’s for 
show. If he doesn’t he’s a tight- 
wad. 

When he first comes into the 
world everybody wants to kiss him. 
Before he leaves the world, every- 
body wants to kick him. 

If he dies young there is a great 
future before him. If he lives to a 
ripe old age he’s in the way. 


At Play 


Two general office commercial men. 


Subscriber to operator: ‘Central, 
what's the meaning of this. 

I was talking and I got cut off 
in the middle.” 

* * #& 
Looks Suspicious 

Long boy: “Big boy wuz 
George Washington as honest as 
dey sez he wus?” 

Shorty: “Ah tell you, Long Boy, 
George, wuz the hontestest man dat 
wuz ever born.” 

Long boy: “Den, how come dey 
close de banks on his birfday?” 

* * & 


Revenge 


An official of the telephone com- 
pany was rudely aroused from his 
slumbers by the ringing of the 
telephone. After bruising his knee 
on a chair he reached the tele- 
phone. 

“Hello!” he growled. 

‘Are you an official of the tele- 
phone company?” asked a voice. 

“Yes, what can I do for you?” 

; “Tell me,” said the voice, “how 
it feels to get out of bed at 2 


oer to answer the wrong num- 
ernie 


* * «© 
Keeping Step 
I've kept that schoolgirl 
complexion, 
I've walked a mile for 
a smoke, 
I've asked the man who 
owns one, 


And he tells me it 
keeps him broke. 


I know that a child can 
play it, 
To guard the danger 
line I try. 
I know when it's time to 
retire, 
And Ive heard that 
they satisfy. 


But there’s one thing 
that baffles me, 
Even for a lifetime I 
strive, 
I'd like to know just 
whether or not 
I'm one of the four 
out of five. 


—Exchange. 


great expenditures... 


An Advertisement of the 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 


USINESS, using the tele- 
phone, eliminates space 
and time. ‘The far-flung 
parts of an organization with its deal- 
ers and customers are brought together 
by instant speech. The home, like the 
office, reaches out over an ever-widen- 
ing circle of neighbors. 
The telephone is tireless and quick. 
It runs errands near and far, transacts 
business, keeps friendships alive. ‘Tele- 
phones throughout the house save time 
and fatigue. They bring the comforts 
and conveniences of the office to the 


Great strides in invention, 


women in the home. Keeping | 
ahead of the new developments 
in American life calls for great 
strides in inventions, great expenditures 
in money. The Lincoln Telephone and | 
Telegraph Company’s program of im- 
provements for this year shows net addi- 
tions of over one-half million dollars. 
This program is part of the telephone. 
ideal that anyone, anywhere, shall be 
able to talk quickly and at reasonable 
cost with anyone, anywhere else. ‘There 
is no standing still in this Company Sys | 
tem. 
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The House More Liveable 


EFLECTING as it does, the taste, indi- 
R viduality and character of the home, 
the living room should be a place of 
beauty, comfort and convenience. Its rest- 
fulness should not be disturbed by trips to 
the telephone. 

A telephone within arm’s reach of your 
favorite lounge insures the maximum of 
convenience. The spinet desk becomes, 
with a telephone, a place of delightful 
convenience; and hours of relaxation. rest 
and study acquire a new value. 

Few home utilities are as inexpensive 
as extension telephones. The cost of each 
extension is only a few cents a day. Your 
neighbor across the street or your club 
friends are all prospects. 


OB NORRIS sprang 
B up his front 
steps, two at a 
time, opened the 
door and called out 
his usual hearty 
“hullo.” There was 
silence; then from 
the kitchen came a 
rather muffled an- 
swer and sounds of 
hurried preparations 


And Marjorie smiled a sleepy good-night. 


He came down fresh 
and handsome and 
outwardly tranquil. 

From without, 
there was the sound 
of running feet, the 
door swung open, 
and Marjorie rushed 
in. 

“Why Daddy, 
which way did you 
come? I’ve been out 
front waiting for 


for dinner. W h } h 
“So SsOTTI ¥, Bob, 1 t e r ? you.” 


I’m late. Mrs. Grey 

drove over from Butler and just left a few mo- 
ments ago,’ Clare hastened to greet him, but 
not with her usual enthusiasm. 

“Why, that’s all right, but why all the 
gloom?” 

“You can call it what you like, but I am just 
tired of watching everybody getting somewhere 
and here are we, getting nowhere. Mrs. Grey is 
driving a new car now and they are planning on 
a long vacation in Colorado. I don't like the 
way things are going with us and can see no 
reason why you can’t get into some other line 
of business. For instance, where Mr. Grey 
works in Butler.” Flushed with the prepara- 
tion for dinner, Clare left no doubt as to the 
seriousness of her outburst. 

Bob stood with a puzzled look on his face. 
Was it possible that she did not realize what 
this would mean to them? Why this town was 
a part of them! They had grown up with it, 
they were proud of it, and they felt it was their 
own! 

At last, his ever ready good nature coming 
to the fore, he laughed at her tirade, said that 
he would make a note of her suggestions and 
went whistling up stairs to get ready for dinner. 


7 “Guess which 
way, her father answered teasingly, as he 
greeted her and together they went in to dinner. 


During dinner, as was his custom, Bob told 
Clare all about his day’s work with the Tele- 
phone Company. The rivalry going on in the 
tennis tournament and other sports. He spoke 
of the activity in the newly established medical 
department where he had gone with an injured 
lineman and had watched with interest, the ex- 
pert care given some bad cuts and bruises. The 
Company not 
only consid- 
ered it neces- 
sary to train 
its men in ac- 
cident preven- 
tion and first 
aid, but fol- 
lowed up such 
caseswith 
medical atten- 
tion at the of- 
fice. The doc- 
tor made a 
thorough = ex- 
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amination in an effort to locate a possible frac- 
ture, and Bob was very enthusiastic about the 
courtesy extended. 

All that he had said was very interesting to 
Clare, she had to admit, but even so, it was hard 
to reconcile herself to her husband’s happy con- 
tentment in his work. This, she reasoned, was 
simply lack of ambition. 

After dinner, Clare drew her arm chair to 
the lamp and began to read. Bob lit a cigar and 
settled down into his own particular easy chair 
which had a broad shelf for his ash tray. Now 
and then, he blew smoke rings toward the ceil- 
ing, with studied precision, much to the amuse- 
ment of Marjorie who nestled happily on his 
lap. Finally reaching in his pocket, he took out 
a folded sheet of paper and tossed it over to 


Clare. 


“Just look 
this over,” 
he said, “‘and 
see whether 
we are not 
getting some- 
w bee fey - 
With a 
pleased 
chuckle he 
watched 
Clare's re- 
luctant hand 
reach for the 
paper and 
the astonished look on her face when she saw 
that it was a certificate for ten shares of Tele 
phone Securities stock. 

“Paid so much monthly out of my salary and 
we never missed it. That’s a sample of the 
Thrift Saving activity of our Company. Now 
what do you have to say,” he added with a look 
of pride. 
| Suddenly Clare was all action. “Bob, I have 
it! We will use this as a part payment on a 
car. She paused—not expecting an immediate 
response. 

“Look here, Clare,” Bob needed no time to 
think that over, “I’m not joking about this. It’s 
the real thing. There’s no comparison between 
the ownership of a stock certificate or even part 
ownership, and part ownership of a car, and 
what's more, I've signed up for ten more shares 
and instead of paying interest as I would if I 
were buying a car, I am receiving interest right 
now on my first down payment. You see, dear, 
I am seeing further and clearer than you are— 
that’s all. Don’t you think that I am right?” 


ab you can see so far, why don’t you try to 
get with Mr. Grey’s company. Then we could 


tro 
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have something more than this,” she answered 
miserably. 

‘“T’m not so sure about that,” said Bob, “Only 
this morning I heard of five men being laid off 
by that company. They are being laid off all 
over town. Periods of business depression. That 
is something we never have with our Company, 
and no lay-offs either. In fact, our business 
even picks up during these business depressions. 
And get this; as for changing my line of busi- 
ness, I appreciate too much that good old fash- 
ioned word ‘stick-to-itiveness.. And Clare, 
doesn’t it mean something to you to have me 
connected with a company such as ours, which, 
with its people, stands in such high public 
esteem?” 

“It does, Bob, and there is much to consid- 
er—"'then she hesitated. “I must put Marjorie 
to bed,’ she added. And Marjorie smiled a 
sleepy goodnight. 

When Clare returned to the living room, she 
found Bob in a deep study. Presently he said: 

‘There is one thing more. We must start to 
plan on Marjorie’s education right now. We 
must set aside a certain sum of money each 
month to apply on the purchase of Telephone 
Securities stock, so that by the time she is old 
enough, the money will be available.” Then 
the telephone rang sharply in the dining room 
and Bob said: “That must be Jim.” 

Bob’s voice sounded pleasantly at the tele- 
phone. 

“Sorry to hear that, old top—don’t worry— 
sure, I'll go—glad to—want to see him anyway.” 
As he came back into the living room he hesi- 
tated before Clare. 


Pete n, 
Clare, how'd J 
you like to 
run over to { LK Z\ 
see old Mr. = \ Y, 
Carrwith me. V7] ay 
We fellows \\ 


like to keep 
jn touch with 
him; you 
know he re- 
tired ona 
pe-62o 2 
about a 
month ago. 
Jim was going tonight but his little girl isn’t so 
good and he asked me to look in. He’s a mighty 
fine old chap, just as interested in the Company 
as he ever was.” 

Clare hesitated. Bob had asked her many 
times to go out with him on little calls this way 
and to the social gatherings the Company had 
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every now and then, but she had never gone. 
She should go, she really wanted to go, but 
something always prevented. “Just the finest 
crowd, like one big family,” he had said so often. 


Tonight, she went with him. She not only 
enjoyed every minute of the visit, but she came 
home very much enlightened. One thing that 
impressed her was that while Bob and Mr. Carr 
were talking things over, Bob took out his note 
book and made a notation, saying, “that gives 
me a fine idea.” On their way home she asked 
him what it was and he said that he had been 
working on an idea but had struck a snag and 
couldn't finish it. Their conversation had given 
him a fine idea. ‘And what’s more, the Com- 
pany pays their employees for every idea ac- 
cepted.” 

The next afternoon, things began to happen, 
for a twister came up from the southwest and 
laid everything flat for miles around. Bob and 
his men rushed to the scene of trouble and by 
daybreak had the service partially restored. 
There was much work yet to do so the men 
continued right on during the following day, 
stopping only long enough to get something to 
eat. Finally full service was restored on the line 
to which they had been assigned and the men 
went home to a much needed rest. They were 
tired but happy in the knowledge that they 
had done their duty in serving the Company as 
the Company had served them—faithfully and 
unselfishly. 

Oftentimes it takes a serious disaster like 
this to make one realize the fraility of man. It 
was the effect of this tornado that made Bob 
take stock of himself and his responsibilities. As 
a result, one of the first things he did when he 
reached the office next morning was to take out a 
Life Insurance Policy. Arrangements were made 
through the Company without delay. No medi- 
cal examination was necessary. The premiums 
were to be deducted by the Company from his 
salary each week or as most convenient for him. 

As he left the office for his own department, 
he had a decided feeling of personal well being. 
Along the corridor he was greeted with a wave 
of the hand, a friendly greeting, words of praise 
and encouragement. Everywhere was that feel- 
ing of good fellowship. 

At his desk, he picked up the telephone to 
give a number but replaced it, saying “Gosh, it 
feel so happy it hurts.” He walked over to the 
window and stood a moment looking at the 
busy scene below. As he turned back to his 
desk, a dizzy spell seized him. Unconsciously 
his hand went to his head. ““Why, I’m just burn- 
ing up. Getting too darned sentimental, I 
guess.” He reached for the telephone and called 
his number. 


SEPTEMBER 1929 


In the meantime, Clare had had her share of 
awakening, and at that very moment was re- 
viewing the events of the day before. She 
had gone to visit Mrs. Grey and found her in 
great trouble. Mr. Grey had been taken ill 
and they were worried about money matters, as 
he received no salary when absent from work. 
He had also been notified that he, with a num- 
ber of others, had been “laid off.” They were 
in no position, financially to cope with this sit- 
uation. His company felt in no way obligated 
to assist him in this time of need. Had they 
not paid him for service rendered? What more 
were they expected to do? If only there was 
something she could do! She must ask Bob. 
How glad she had been to get back to the secur- 
ity of her own home town. 


In the dining room the tele- 
phone was ringing insistently and 
she hastened to answer it. It was 
the office calling: 

‘Bob had been taken 
seriously ill with ap- as 
pendicitis,” the 


doctor said. ox a: 


“He must be | Cy ee 


rT) am 
pee 


fe . 
operated on gee 
at once— 3 SS _ 
with her per- L7 FIPS 
mission the CAA 
Company ee 7 eee / 
would make tp / 


all arrange- 
ments for him—she need not worry about ex- 
penses—his salary went on just the same—we 
will send a taxi for you and you can meet us at 
the hospital.” 


Bob! who had never been ill before. This 
had happened to Bob! And then the picture 
of that other husband in Butler flashed through 
her mind. Where was the helping hand there? 
Oh, the pity of it! And too, as she prepared 
to make a hasty departure, she remembered 
that no matter what happened to Bob, even 
death, the Company had provided for that emer- 
gency. 

Scarcely a day passed during Bob’s illness that 
she did not hear from some member of the Com- 
pany. Several came to call. Flowers were sent 
to the hospital. A token of esteem from his fel- 
low men. “Good old scouts,” said Bob in a 
voice not altogether steady. 

Time passed. Bob had fully recovered. He 
and Clare were standing before a low vine-cov- 
ered bungalow. Stately hollyhocks bloomed at 
the side. Through the shrubbery, a glimpse of 
blue delphiniums, and there was the song of the 
thrush. It was an ideal little home and Bob 
was saying: 
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“T haven't told you, Clare, but the Company 
has agreed to loan me enough money to make 
the first payment on this home. It will only be 


p " s J 
am) if 
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Bonath 


necessary for me to pledge my stock shares for 
security and I can repay it by regular payroll 
deductions in amounts that we can easily meet. 
I have hunted and hunted for just a home and 
at last I have found it. Do you like it?” 


“Do I like it? Why, Bob, it is too lovely for 
words! I understand now why you take such 
an interest in your work. We are indeed get- 
ting somewhere!”—Contributed. 


* *¢ * * 


Holmes Heads General Offices’ 
Information Bureau 


ELEPHONE folks will find a very interest- 
ing elderly gentlemen who promises to 
converse with them if they will call on him 
in his new position in the lobby of the main of- 
fice building in Lincoln where at his desk, Mr. 
Freeman S. Holmes, veteran telephone man, 
conducts the Telephone Information Bureau 
with all the efficiency which only his years of 
service could give so well to the public. 
_ Forty years have passed since Mr. Holmes 
first entered the portals of the telephone world 
in lowa with the Iowa Telephone Company. It 
was during the infancy of the telephone busi- 
ness, just when it needed careful management, 
so Mr. Holmes was put in charge. This gentle 
man, who was born in Ohio, came to Iowa in 
1876 and began his life work in handling wires 
in 1882. He was first manager of the Newton 
office, then was at Grinnell. In 1886 he was 
given charge of the Iowa City office and a wide 
circuit of the country, over the lines of which 
he had to give personal supervision. 
Mrs. Virginia Holmes, his wife, was his oper’ 
ator for sixteen years. Part of the time there 
was no relief operator, so Mr. Holmes did 


the relief work. Together they tended the 
switchboard day and night. He tells of a sub- 
scriber who would get her baby to sleep, wheel 
it near the telephone, call central and say she 
was going to a neighbor’s and leave the re- 
ceiver down. Central was to “listen in” every 
few minutes, and if the baby cried, call the 
mother! 

During this period in Mr. Holmes career a 
grounded system which would be considered 
very unsatisfactory now, was in use. There was 
one toll line which was built out of number 14 
wire. This size is not even strung in towns at 
the present time, Mr. Holmes says. The heavi- 
est leads had four six-pins across arms. Mr. 
Holmes principal qualifications for the position 
of manager, consisted in be- 
ing able to climb poles and 
string wires, and have lots 
of nerve! At first he knew 
nothing of the inside of the 
telephone. When a_ sub- 
scriber was unable to ring 
in, he would take his screw 
driver and a pair of pliers 
and go “trouble hunting.” 
Once he found that if he 
gave the phone a good shak- 
ing up it helped it more Freeman S. Holmes, 
than changing the screw did. Lincoln 

Mr. Holmes learned to wind a ringer coil by 
hand. This is all done by machinery today. 
He spent a great amount of time explaining to 
the subscribers how the telephone worked. Since 
he hardly understood it himself, it was a big 
task. 

In 1902 Mr. Holmes came to Lincoln as in- 
spector for the Lincoln Telephone Company 
which then occupied quarters in the old build- 
ing at 139 South 13th. He worked for 25 years 
for the Company, giving excellent service in all 
his duties. About four years ago, Mr. Holmes 
was pensioned: but once a telephone man, al- 
ways a telephone man. So Mr. Holmes is back 
on the job once more, conducting the informa- 
tion bureau which he says shows the public they 
are looked after when they come to the tele- 
phone office. 


‘ 
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Window Display Creates Interest 

A number of window displays were arranged 
throughout the territory during the last month. 
In the west window of the Cleveland Stores at 
Nebraska City a display of telephone directories 
from all parts of the world attracted consider: 
able attention. It included telephone books from 
Hawaiian Islands, Italy, Belgium, India, Turkey, 
Germany, England, Sweden, Austria, Greece 
Spain, Canada, China and France. 
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Our New Earth Boring 
Machine 


the result of continual endeavor to 

produce better results and at the same 
time introduce economies into the performance 
of the day’s work. With this in mind the plant 
department of our Company made a series of 
field studies and investigations to determine the 
possibility of using the latest type of earth bor- 
ing equipment. The studies indicated that the 
most flexible type of equipment for hole digging 
would be a unit which combined traction, pow- 
er, body space for tools and equipment, and the 
earth boring machine and derrick which would 
take up only a small space on the truck unit 
and yet be detachable. 

This equipment has been purchased and is 
now in use in our Company. It is mounted 
on what is known as a Four Wheel Drives Truck 
chassis equipped with large balloon tires. The 
truck is driven by a six cylinder motor. 
The transmission provides for seven forward 
and two reverse speeds. Another feature of the 
truck is the locking device on the differential. 

An interesting feature of this chassis is 
a semi-automatic locking device on the right rear 
spring, which serves to eliminate strain on the 
spring during boring operations. In designing 
this device from a safety standpoint, it was so 
constructed that it was possible to operate 
it from the rear of the truck, eliminating 
any necessity of the man reaching over the right 
rear tire. At the rear of the chassis are two 
levers which control the vertical and centrifugal 


M “ite. plant construction methods are 
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H. Whitney factory representative in 
the overall suit explains the operation 
of the new hole digger to F. C. Hall, 
transportation clerk; F. E. Behm, assist- 
ant plant superintendent, and M. T. 
Caster, plant superintendent. Below: 
Spining the boring machine throws the 
dirt away from the hole. 


motions of the auger and these have been placed 
in the most accessable and safe locations. The 
speed of the auger is controlled from the cab 
by the operator. 

Another feature of the truck is the derrick 
which is telescopic and has been designed to 
raise poles of any length up to 45 feet. After 
a hole is dug and the derrick is to be used for 
setting the pole the derrick boom is placed in 
the desired position. With this type of derrick 
the middle leg has been eliminated and in its 
place a steel rope has been substituted. The 
rope is attached to the top section of the 
derrick which contains an eight inch sheave, and 
at the truck is fastened to one of two drums 
which makes it possible to raise or lower the 
derrick to any position desired. The other drum 
of this winch installation carries the hoisting 
line and operates independently of the boom 
line. The body of the truck has been designed 
to carry ordinary construction tools and a rea- 
sonable amount of material. 

The personnel in charge of the truck is L. 
Wallentine, foreman, and M. F. Cook in charge 
of the hole digging equipment and derrick. 

Present plans contemplate using the hole dig- 
ger the entire year. 

Three bits of 14, 20 and 24 inches in width 
are included in the equipment and are detach’ 
able according to the size of hole that is desired. 
Under ordinary conditions the earth boring 
equipment will dig a six foot hole in approxi: 
mately three minutes. 
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Scenes at the Gresham Cutover 
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They contributed to the success 
of the Gresham cutover. 


1. J. “Buddy” Rogers, cable splicer’s helper. 2. A. 
O. Andrews and Chris Keim, traffic department, 
make the final tests on the new equipment. 
3. “Ed” Pickett, cable splicer. 4. Anna Seymour, 
traveling tastructor in charge of training operators to handle new equipment. 5. In charge of the cutover—front 
row left to right: Carl Keester, local manager, £. Cummings, installation department. Back row left to right: 
D. H. Dreier, combinationman; C. E. McDonald, installation foreman; G. Schloesser,, installation department. 
6. Mrs. Dave Dreier, seated at her desk. 7. Left to right: Ora Downing, chief operator, and Mrs. Dave Dreier. 
8. New telephone building. 9. G. Schloesser, and Carl K eester report, “Ready!” 
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Gresham Subscribers Pleased With New 
Telephone Service 
Acting Mayor R L. Thompson Signals New Office 


Cutover and Expresses His Appreciation 
of New Building 


HILE the city officials and many inter- 

\X/ ested visitors looked on, Acting Mayor 

R. L. Thompson of Gresham gave the 
signal which placed the new two position com- 
mon battery switchboard and central office 
equipment into service, shortly after nine o'clock 
on Saturday evening, July 27th. 

Promptly at 9:30 P. M. the new improved 
common battery telephones at Gresham had 
been cut from the magneto switchboard in 
the old office located next door to the new 
building. Immediately following his signal 
which threw the switches, placing the new 
equipment into operation, Acting Mayor 
Thompson, placed the first call over the new 
system to J .H. Agee, general manager at his 
office in Lincoln and expressed the apprecia- 
tion of Gresham’s citizens for the splendid new 
office and the modern telephone equipment. The 
cutover, which was very successful, was sup- 
ervised by W. E. MacDonald of Lincoin. He 
was assisted by G. Schloesser, Lincoln. 

Miss Anna Seymour one of the traveling in- 
structors, was in charge of training the operators 
in the handling of the new 
equipment. 


The first local call was 
made by J. A. Ruddock, 
editor of the Gresham 
Gazette, to his home. 
After greeting Mrs. Rud- 
dock, his wife, he said that 
he was talking over the 
new telephone equipment 
and that it was now serv- 
ing Gresham. 


The new building is a 
yne story structure of 
stucco and red brick trim, 
topped by a tile roof. In 
size it is 27 feet by 37 feet, 
and is located in the cast 
section of the business dis- 
trict. It is modern in every 
detail and is fireproof. In- 


age, with a supply room to the rear. 

To the right of the lobby, as one enters the 
building, is located the commercial office, while 
to the left of the lobby is located the new two 
position feature service common battery switch- 
board. The operators rest room which _ is 
equipped with comfortable furniture is located 
off the switchroom. Immediately behind the 
lobby which contains a telephone booth and 
suitable furniture for the public’s use, is located 
the equipment room, housing the main frame, 
terminal rack, power equipment, wire chief's 
test desk as well as the hot water heating plant 
which is operated by a thermostatic controlled 
oil burner. 

One of the features of the Gresham build- 
ing which has created much favorable comment 
on the part of the public is the pay station lo- 
cated in the lobby from which calls may be 
placed after the office is closed. 

The present Gresham staff includes Carl 
Keester, newly appointed manager, who comes 
to Gresham from Beaver Crossing, Ora Down- 
ing, who has been employed by the Company 
for the past twelve years, 
and who will be chief op- 
erator; May Kennedy, Mrs. 
Olive Wilson, and Miss 


Maxita Keester, operators. 


Telephone officials and 
employes who attended the 
cutover were F. E. Behm, 
assistant plant superintend- 
ent; C. C. Donley, traffic 
engineer: R. 5. Brewster, 
traffic superintendent; H. 
F. McCulla, assistant com: 
mercial superintendent; H. 
W. Wheeler, construction 
superintendent; J. Pugsley, 
installation foreman; C. G. 
Bennett, district manager, 
York; and Miss Sarah 
Horn and Miss Anna Sey’ 


, en r h6theo : , P . : - er -eqavel ne 
cluded as a part of the Wook. MacDonald, in charge ef the installa. OU, Lincoln, traveling 


building unit is a large gar- 


tion of the new equipment, Instructors. 
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Members of the team are (left to right) 
V. Simpson, E. Daugherty, R. Rauch, J, Van Horn, R. Mills, H. Smith, G. Hanson, L. Anderson. Player not in 
picture J. Mohl. 


C. Carrol, A. Stroh, R. Conners, J. Mankameyer. R. Caldwell, R. Boling, 


Meet The 1929 Champions 


Our Company’s Baseball Team Annex Y. M. C. A. 


Industrial League and Church League Honors 


y defeating the Iowa-Nebraska Light and 
B Power Company team, winners of Class 
“A” league, Monday evening, August 
13th, at Landis Field, Lincoln, our Company's 
team won the Y. M. C. A. Industrial League 


championship. More than 1,500 fans were on 
hand to witness the game. 


On Thursday evening, August 15th, our team 
annexed championship number two, when they 
defeated by a score of 6-2, the Grace Methodists, 


church league finalists, for Y. M. C. A. circuit 
honors. 


Our team jumped into the lead early in the 
game, and cinched the victory in the fourth in- 
ning when they scored five runs. 

Too much cannot be said for the interest the 
splendid playing of the team brought into our 
organization. Those who were unable to attend 
the games would inquire enthusiastically the out- 
come on the following morning. The team’s 
standing for the season was seventeen games 


won, and four games lost. 


The fine showing made by the team during 
the entire season is due in a large measure to 
the stellar playing of every man on the team. 
Too much credit cannot be given Manager G. 
Hansen and Business Manager L. Anderson. 


Members of the team are: Roy Bolling, C. 
Carroll, J. Mohl, A. Stroh, Elmer Daugherty, 
Russell Rauch, and Ralph Connors, of the Lin- 
coln supply department; Roy Mills, Perry Cald- 
well, and Howard Smith, Lincoln service de- 
partment, and Jack Mankamyer, toll department, 
Lincoln. : 


The splendid sportsmanship that was dis- 
played during the entire season between the 
various teams 1s evidenced by a letter received 
from D. R. Weaver, baseball manager, of the 
Iowa-Nebraska Light and Power Company, fol- 
lowing the game which resulted in our team 
winning the championship. 

Dear Mr. Anderson and Members of the Base 

Ball Team: 


We wish to congratulate you on the winning 
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of the Industrial League Base Ball tournament 
last Monday evening and also on the good 
sportsmanship displayed by all. We feel we 
were beaten by a team that deserves the honors 
if any one team did. 


We hope we will have the pleasure of meet- 
ing you again next year in the League Games 
and can carry the honors away ourselves by 
beating a team, that is a pleasure to participate 
against, as was your team this year. 


We feel that such sportsmanship as yours, 
is what goes a long way to make better and 
successful leagues, and hope that we may both 
take part in next year’s games and make a very 
successful year. 


In Memoriam 


RTHUR C. Nelson, secretary to President 

Woods and statistician for our Company, 

was drowned Sunday, August 18, in 
Pelican Lake, near Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, 
where he and Mrs. Nelson were spending their 
vacation. 


Specializing in banking and finance, Mr. 
Nelson was graduated from the University of 
Nebraska in 1923 with high honors, having 
been awarded a scholarship for his splendid 
work. He secured his Masters Degree after a 
post-graduate course. He then spent a year as 
an instructor in the department of Business 
Administration after which he resigned and 
went to New York where he spent two years in 
the securties department of the National City 
Bank. The following year he returned to Lin- 
coln and again took up his work as an instructor 
at the University. In 1927 he resigned his po: 
sition with the University and accepted a posi- 
tion with our Company as secretary to President 
Woods and as statistician. 


He is survived by his widow, who was former- 
ly Margurite Howard of Lincoln, his parents 
of Sidney, Iowa, and his sister, Rhea, of Palo 
Alto, California. Funeral services were held in 
Lincoln, Saturday, August 24. Burial was 
made in Wyuka cemetery, Lincoln. 


‘Arthur’s” pleasing personality and his smile 
for every one will long be cherished by those 
with whom he came in contact. He was 
genuinely devoted to his tasks, and he had the 
capacity and poise which always made a lasting 
impression upon those with whom he was as- 
sociated, with deserving recognition. 


What D’You Say? 


By 
The Inquiring Reporter 


Question— What class of telephone service is 
easier to sell, and why? 


Each month the Inquiring Reporter will ask 


two or three persons some auestion relating to 
the sale of telephone service. 


Residence Stations—In our @ 
community, I believe the} 
main line service is the easi- 
est to sell. We find that} 
where it is available our pa- 
trons prefer this class of serv- 
ice. 


While there is a little dif- 
ference in the rate, they are 
getting the best for a reason- | 
able price. 


Théretore we. can usually talen Bomemeier 
sell this class of service more 
easily and thus our subscribers feel they have 
the best buy —Helen Bornemier, Chief Operator. 

oo Kk *k Kk 

Business Service — Every 
retailer naturally wishes to 
operate his business at a 
profit and, in order to do so 
often reduces his help to a 
minimum in an attempt to 
reduce costs. More and more 
stores are beginning to real- 
ize that under modern busi- 
ness conditions those who 
are considered leaders in 
their line are those who are 
interested in rendering high 
grade service. This requires adequate telephone 
service as well as a trained personnel. Business 
telephone service is easy to sell when the mer- 
chant is shown how he can better serve his cus- 
tomers by additional equipment. 

—George Arnold, Local Manager, Nebraska City. 


Start Work On Fairmont Building 


Work has been started on the new Fairmont 
exchange building which is scheduled for com- 
pletion November ist. It is planned to have all 
the new common battery equipment installed 
and ready for service by January Ist. The 
building will be a one story structure of brick 
and stucco. 


George Arnold 
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Ra 
ND HAILING SIGN OF 
SLE IN One CLueB ” 


T. S. Risser, 
Equipment 


Fred Strasser, 


Su pervisor Engineer, 
of Supplies, Lincoln. 
Lincoln. 


L. M. Campbell, 
st : | Directory Supervisor, 
TES Hn Lincoln. 
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lfers of the general office, Lin- 
coln, comprise the charter membership in 
the Company $ “Hole In One Club.” Mr. 


his record (90 yards) on hole 
e Park, Lincoln, which on 


HESE three go 


Yes, The “U” Ig Silent Strasser made 


>lp | lop 
wo telephone people started a discussion a eee Mr. Ri d 
recently in th : ee _ the old course was number 4. EN: 
cently in the office of the publicity di- 


his record on the same course, (215 yards) hole 
number seven; while Mr. Campbell, playing the 
same course, also made his record in the same 


rector as to the correct pronunciation of 
the word “Conduit.” (You all know what con- 
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Dobson Wins J. H. Agee Tennis Trophy 


By NORMAN OTT, Lincoln 


HE 1929 employees Tennis tournament 
To came off with a snap and closed with 

George Dobson, “pride and joy,” of the 
Engineering Department in temporary posses- 
sion of the much prized J. H. Agee Annual 
Trophy. George says its “until death do us 
part” but that remains to be seen as permanent 
possession of the cup is possible only by becom- 
ing champion of the Telephone Company three 
times (consecutively or otherwise). We don't 
mean that George can’t do it, but we are all 
from the “show-me”’ state. 


The tournament opened on July Ist, under 
the supervision of a new committee with 27 
tanned and husky players straining at the bit. 

The first round furnished no thrills as the 
four conceded players, Dobson, McDowell, 
Waters and Hartley all came through without 
a stratch. 


The next round was different. Although 
the four monarchs all reached the second rung 
of the ladder they were a bit shaken, particular 
ly Waters who was hard put to win from 
Charley Meshier of Fairbury, and Dobson who 
played his hardest match of the tournament to 
dispose of Conners. 

The semi-finals furnished an upset for the 


The well-known Hartley just 
completing a back-hand drive. 


bystanders when Joe Hartley defeated Guy 
McDowell, 1928 finalist, thereby establishing 
his right to play in the finals. 


Dobson came to the finals a warm favorite 
to cop off the tournament after winning from 
Ace Waters at love in the semis. 


The final match between Hartley and Dobson 
was played Sunday morning, August 18th at 
the Lincoln Tennis Club Courts with Lloyd 
Campbell officiating as referee. 

Hartley proved that he was a fighter when 
he carried the battle to his opponent in the face 
of heavy odds. Dobson’s lightning drives and 
accurate placements were too much for him, 
however, and the match ended-with scores of 
6-1, 6-1, 6-1. Hartley staged a great fight in 
the second set when he scored 13 points to 
Dobson’s 26 although he lost the set at 6-1. Joe 
has been moving along rapidly in the net game 
and bids fair to make keen competition for any 
of the boys after a few more years of court 
experience. 


After the match, C. W. Motter, publicity di- 
rector, presented the winner with the J. H. 
Agee trophy, they shook hands, smiled for the 
camera, and praised each others sportsmanship 
——It’s a great game—this Tennis. 


Here is Dobson serving one of 
his famous “cannon balls.” 


duit is.) This is a word that the public in gen- 
eral, as well as telephone workers, pronounce dif- 
ferently. According to Noah Webster we find 
that the “U” is conspiciously silent in the cor- 
rect pronunciation. 

Here's a good exaniple of what we mean. One 
would not say, “my dear the bis-cue-its are won’ 
derful,” nor telephonically speaking would you 
say cir-cue-it. 

So we have to put it phonetically, “Kondit” 
as that is the correct pronunciation. 


number of yards and the exact hole as Mr. 
Strasser. Mr. Risser’s number seven would be 


hole number three on the old course. 


The News is anxious to hear from other em- 
ployes (with evidence) so that they may receive 
a membership card in the News “Hole in One 
Club,” and lest these charter members or any 
other candidates sing too loudly we quote from 
Bobby Burns. 

“If a person holes out in one on a tee shoi—that’s 
luck; but if he approaches dead to the pin for a one 
putt—that’s Golf!” 
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Lejt to right: The famous engineer- 
ing boys, Joe Hartley, runner-up, and 
George Dobson, winner of the J. H. 
Agee tennis trophy, 1929. In_ his 
hand he holds the much-sought-after 
cup itself. Notice the broad grins! 
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Ie should know our Companies policies and about 
its services, so that we can answer ordinary questions 
intelligently, nromptly and correctly, and furnish in- 
jormation about our business——Paragraph Four, Our 
Ideal of Service. 
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It Is Your Building 

FEW days ago the editor was visiting with 
A an employe who is located in one of the 

Company's exchanges in the territory. 
The employe remarked in the course of the con- 
versation that this was the first time she had 
ever been in the general offices. “Why,” she 
said, “I thought that the girls’ rest rooms, the 
cafeteria and the other conveniences in the 
general ofices were for the employes of the gen- 
eral offices only.” 

I wonder how many other employes carry that 
same thought. For all you telephone folks who 
do think likewise, dispense with it immediately! 
Have you ever heard “Be it ever so humble, 
there is no place like home”? The general of- 
fices are the home offices. H-O-M-E! That 
word should mean home to everyone of you. 
You would not go to your home-town without 
visiting your family, sitting in your favorite easy 
chair, throwing your shoes under the table. in 
the old familiar Way, sitting at the kitchen table 
for coffee, cheese and crackers, and even sar- 
dines. 

You should feel as much at ease in your 
home at the general offices. Use the rest room, 
the cafeteria, and any other convenience you 
can possibly find in the building. Bring your 
old shoes along and toss them anywhere you can 
find a place where there are no other old shoes. 
This building is your building—take possession 
of it. As your parents would feel grieved when 
you did not call on them every now and then: 
so we of the general offices feel hurt when you 
do not ‘park your boots ‘in our “home.” Rest 
your weary bones in the rest-room-easy chairs 
and make the best friends in the world! 


From The Editor 


F you've had your vacation, we hope it was 
f a good one. That the fish came your way, 
if you went fishing. That the balls rolled 
into the cups, if it was golf. That, whatever 
you did, you had a good time. 
If you haven't been away yet, we hope you're 
going soon and that you'll have a better time 
than you can possibly anticipate. 


The Work of a Cutover 
T pre appears in this issue of the “Tele- 


phone News’ a word and picture story of 

the cutover at Gresham. But were we to 
try and present the whole story and give credit, 
where credit is due, it would require many more 
pages—and still there would be a possibility of 
leaving out someone. 

A cutover is not an “I” job it is a “They” job; 
neither is it a task that requires only a few 
weeks preparation. We wish we could deter- 
mine accurately the number of people that have 
had a part in planning the beautiful new 
buildings and plant that have been placed into 
service during the past few months. That 
would be one of the most surprising things that 
have appeared in our magazine. Few of our 
people realize, when they attend a cutover cere- 
mony, the actual amount of time and effort that 
has gone into the project. Well they know the 
paricular part they themselves, or their depart- 
ment, have contributed, but perhaps they are 
apt to give little thought to the other fellows 
part. The whole story is an astounding one. 


Whose job was it? Who was responsible for 
the building and the equipment? Not one in- 
dividual. It was the work of a large part of 
our organization as a whole, the concentrated 
efforts of many individuals. Keep this in mind 
when you read the story of Gresham’s cutover. 
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First Call—Silver Jubilee Develop- 
ment Campaign 


HE Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company is, this year celebrating its Silver 
Anniversary—twenty-five years of furn- 

ishing dependable telephone service under the 
same continuous management. Remarkable has 
been the growth in the territory served by our 
Company—our Company has kept pace with 
the growth of Nebraska—no community which 
it serves has ever lost an industry or growth in 
population through the lack of inadequate tele- 
phone facilities. 


In celebrating this Jubilee year we have set 
aside one week during the month of October at 
which time every man and woman in our or- 
ganization will swing into action to tell the peo- 
ple of our Territory about our Company in an 
effort to sell them those various telephone serv- 
ices which they could use to their advantage. 


Instructions and plans are being completed 
and will soon be distributed. The October is- 
sue of the News will carry the detailed plans 
of this great Jubilee Campaign. 

W. E. BELL, 
Commercial Superintendent. 
of > 6 hs *K 

More than three and a half million dollars 
are invested in the telephone plant and equip- 
ment of the United States. 


About Telephone People 


—From Here and There 


coln switchroom during the vacation 

months, rose to heights in the city golf 
tournament recently held in Lincoln. Vauix 
who is a member of Antelope Club placed fifth 
in the qualifying round with a score of 159. 


Ve RISSER, who is employed in the Lin- 


E. F. Burke, safety first instructor, addressed 
the members of the Auburn Fire Department, 
on the evening of August 8. Mr. Burke also 
gave a demonstration of artificial respiration. 


?, 
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T. E. Longdon, local manager, Tecumseh, 
rendered first aid to Fred Ward of that city who 
was seriously injured August 6, when the auto- 
mobile upset in which he was riding with a 
group of young people. Mr. Longdon who was 
driving in the same direction shortly after the 
accident, stopped his automobile and went to 
the injured man’s assistance. After applying 
first aid he brought the injured man to Tecum- 
seh where he was given surgical and medical 
treatment. 

Mr. Longdon was highly praised for his splen- 
did knowledge of first aid and his service to 


Mr. Ward. 


September Service Anniversaries 


Those with less than five years service not included 
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Any Crippled Kiddies? 
By L. C. Oberlies, Director of Personnel 


Every growing boy and girl has a right to a 
straight back, normal feet, stout legs and arms, 
and a real framework of honest-to-goodness 
bones and ligaments. 

If in our telephone family there are any kid- 
dies (under seven or eight years) with cleft 
palates, clubbed feet, twisted backs or bones, I 
wish the case could be brought to the attention 
of this department. 


We want to be of real service in trying to cor- 


rect these conditions if the case is such as can 
be helped. 


Lincoln Girl Is Injured In 
Auto Crash 


Suffering from severe injuries received when 
the car in which she was riding, overturned 
about ten miles south of International Falls, 
Minnesota, Miss Alma Katt, clerk in the treas- 
urer's office, Lincoln, is confined to a hospital 
at International Falls, where she will remain 
for the next few weeks, until removed to the 
home of relatives in Tenstrike, Minnesota, 
where at the time of her accident she was spend- 
ing her two weeks vacation. 

The car skidded in loose gravel and over- 


turned twice. The other occupants of the car 
were bruised only. 


The sympathy of all telephone folks is 
turned towards Miss Katt, along with their best 
wishes and heartfelt hope for a speedy recovery. 


J ", 
als ¢ 
7 BS *K sk hk 


No Summer Slump in 
Speaker’s Bureau 


Two members of our Speaker's 
Bureau aided public relations by ad- 
dressing two meetings during the 
early part of August. | 


i F. McCulla, assistant commer: 
cial superintendent and president of 
the National Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, addressed the Lincoln 
Rotary Club, August 16th, on the — 
subject “The Young Man’s Place.” (qi 
There were 200 present. 
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L. C. Oberlies, personnel director, 
addressed thirty members of the 
Plattsmouth Rotary Club on che 


same day. The subject of his talk The Gold Dust Twins wouldn't find much work to do on the orderly 
was “Employe Relations.” Several well kept shelves of this storeroom. The storeroom is located in the 
basement of the telephone exchange at Geneva and every employe 


guests were at this meeting. 
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A Place For Everything and Every- 
thing In Its Place At Geneva 


F the Gold Dust Twins or even the neat little 
woman in Old Dutch Cleanser advertise- 
ments were to drop into the storeroom and 

basement of the Geneva exchange they would 
park their brooms, mops, and wash cloths out: 
side. They would feel unnecessary amid such 
surroundings. You ask why? 

The answer is just this. Frank Kubat, local 
manager at Geneva, along with many other 
managers and employes, is privileged to count 
among his jobs, the important one of being a 
store keeper. In other words he keeps the 
“telephone supplies” for his exchange. 


Let me say at once that this slogan, adopted 
early in his telephone experience, “A place for 
everything and every thing in its place,” is very 
much in evidence. He has a definite place for 
all material and supplies. He keeps the small 
supplies in containers plainly marked, and pro- 
vides racks or places for wires and tools. He, 
too, has a special place for material to be trans 
ferred. The basement and storeroom at the 
Geneva exchange is always clean for Manager 
Kubat knows that efficiency is not found with 
dirt and disorder. 


It should be remembered that good house- 
keeping by managers is a paying proposition in 
more ways than one. The appearance of the 
basement or the supply room even though the 
size and location depend upon the building, like 
the telephone service, construction work, and 
the attitude of the employes, reflects the char- 
acter of the whole exchange. 


2 4 il 
? . 
awl se 


pest 


Re 
~ Bab Doe 


Ae ne eee 


takes pride in keeping it spic and span. 
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Breaking Into Verse 


The following verses, written by Mr. F. E. 
Breithaupt, janitor at Fairbury, should be read 
by every citizen be he employer or employe. 
Mr. Breithaupt in writing on this theme speaks 
from considerable experience as a workman 


which has not robbed him of his idealism. 


My Boss 


I like to work for the man that is 
Not one that pretends to be, 

The one who makes my interest his 
As I make his mine to be. 


The man who feels with a human 
heart 
And Knows that another feels: 
Who never fails to do his part 
When their welfare appeals. 


I like to work for tne man who 
cares. 
Whether I exist of not. 
The man who my woe or weal he 


shares I.E. 


And what others think cares not. 


I like the man who will not allow 
Me to feel he’s in my debt. 

I like the man, no matter how 
Has a human interest yet. 


But the man who has and does possess 
Much more estate than TI 

And because he appears so well in dress 
To me is no reason why, 


When I for him my task’s well Gone 
For no exalted wage, 

To me is no reason under the sun 
For pay I must cower and beg. 


The man suits me is built four square. 
And is square from top to toe, 

If vou work for him, no matter where 
Or how. if you are so, 


When the work is done it’s settled for 
And to let you go brings pain; 

He ealls as you leave “come back my boy 
T sure want you again.” 


And God prospers the man who has a eare 
For another's weal or woe: 

And lends a hand to faint or fair 
Wherever he chance to go; 


And crowns the dead trom such a henurt 
No matter when or where 

With a rich reward as their own part 
In God’s great afterwhere. 


* * * * & 


Telephone Smiles 


When I hear you a-smiling 
Just thru my telephone, 

It starts me a-smiling 

And neither smiles alone. 


For when your voice is smiling 
It brings smiles to my own; 


To each the other's smiling 
And neither smiles alone. 


The telephone’s the water 

And smiles the wavlets blown, 

And soon big waves are smiling 

Back thru the telephone. 

F. E. Breithaupt, Fairbury, Nebr. 
* * = & * 

The following poem, written by Mrs. E. P. 
Eikenbary, chief operator at Burr, was _ dedi- 
cated to the Syracuse Picnic Personnel. The oc- 
casion being a picnic given by the Syracuse Area 
which includes Burr, Douglas, Otce and Syracuse 


exchanges. 
A Tribute 


“Come listen.” I said: “Now will you 
Ann?” 

To the jovous gladsome news. 

They are going to give a picnic 

Right over at Syracuse. 

Mr. Helm, the manager, just called 
up 


Breithaupt. Fairbury And invited the Burr folks to be a 


part of that telephone picnic. 
And I accepted joyfully. 


I asked him then what should we bring 

Miss Windels replied: ‘‘Well—Oh., 

Just bring a tin cup in one hand 

And in the other a bit of “dough.” 

Thén we knew that picnic would be just grand 
And sure there would be no row. 

With R. R. at the Helm of the boat 

And Miss Windels at the prow. 


As for the men who are bidden to a picnic 
They of course want to look dapper and neat— 
But the very first question they ask you 

Ts. “Where and when do we eat.” 

With the ladies you know it is different 

When attending a picnic or any affair 

They’re not concerned so much with the eating. 
Their problem is for something becoming to wear. 


For some folks there is no such problem 
For of clothes they have a stack. 

Even then some will say: “Can’t go today 
For I haven’t a rag to my back.” 

Perhaps that may be no fallacy 

T hope this doesn’t sound rude. 

They do say at all the swell parties 

That backs are in the nude. 


But for me it was a vexing problem 

As to what to your picnic I’d wear. 

T seldom get away toa big town 

So new dresses with me are rare. 

T’m sorry I ean’t look nice like the rest 
I hope you'll my appearance excuse. 
Next time you invite me to a picnic 
T’ll try to get a dress at Syracuse 

So I had to get one in our town 

And this is what I got. 


Ann sends to Shears and Sirbuck 

Gets a new dress every week. 

She didn’t Know I was going to tell it 

Now listen for her shriek! 

But I know you'll be nice and considerate 

Tf I’m not the best-dressed in the realm 

For some of our most agreeable telephone folks 
Are Miss Windels and R. R. Helm. 
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I know we are all glad to be at the picnic 

And at a picnic most anything goes 

I hope you'll be pleased with my poem 

If you cannot admire my clothes. 

To gain wealth or fame or honor 

As a poet I know I shall fail. 

I leave them as a goal for the high-brows 

Who can reach Vassar, Wellesley, Harvard or Yale. 


I believe and have oft heard it predicted. 

And as Mr. Bradley so often has said: 

“You can’t get anywhere now-a-days 

Unless you are smart in the head.” 

So we shall perhaps live and die in a hick town 
And at us the lips of scorn may be curled 

But if that little hick town is our town 

Its the very best town in the world. 


For we want to be loyal to our town 

And to our dear old L. T. and T. 

The very best company ever, or so it seems to me, 

First twas W. H. Caman,. then Charlie Bennett, 

_ hext t’was L. P. Young, 

Now it is R. H. Ojers. before him it was F. Ek. Behm 

For almost two score years now, I’ve worked with 
the finest men of the realm; 

And since the district has been subdivided. 

They have placed R. R. at the Helm. 


They have surely all been fair and Square men. 
And should it have come to the test 

I believe it would be a hard question 

AS to which one we liked the best. 

Then while we are speaking of square men 

Of those who are away toward the top, 
Please don’t forget Mr. Brewster, 

hat roval traffic cop. 


Writing rhymes has become my hobpny 

And this is just an over-flow 

Of our good will for the Company. 

And our slogan is “Come on, let’s go!” 

M e'll give three cheers for the L. T. and T. 
Lo their mandates we'll gladly bow. 

"Oo Safe you see, not afraid are we 

With R. R. Helm at the tiller. 

And Miss Windels at the prow. 
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The Telephone Directory 


Just boast about your libraries 

_ Of fussy books and such. 

3ut when you really sift them aown 

: They don’t amount to much; 

You read a book just one time through, 
Then put it on a shelf 

For some lone, hungry bookworm 
To enjoy his little self. 


Yes, I'm willing to admit it, 
For I’m not & bit stuck up; 
Longside of Burns and Shakespeare 
fm Just a mongrel pup; 
I’m not dressed up in vellum. 
With leather coat and band, 
But what’s printed on my pages 
Everyone can understand. 


True to instinct of my kind 
_ No matter where I roam. — 
I buckle down to business 
, «snd call it home sweet home: 
Tam the busy housewife’s friend, 
Sometimes the baby’s tov 
And I'm the business ally — 
Of father and the boy. 


You'll find me living in 
Or palace of a king, 
Or any Place beneath the skies 
WwW here telephones may ring: 
I'm very well acquainted with 
All Shades and kinds of men 
Pm read more in a Single year 
Than Shakespeare is in ten. 


Contributed by Mrs. H. H. Humphrey of Daykin. 
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Our Modern World 


We love our world of modern things. 
Ve leave the earth to soar on wings 
Yet the air that carries our bird like plane 
Carried the balloons of old. the same, 


a dive, 


No more sails on the ships at sea, 

Great ocean liners where boats used to be. 
Yet the waves that carry our giant ships 
Carried the Vikings on ancient trips. ° 


Cars now fill the roads and street 

Where years before were horses fecr, 

Yet the idea of wheels is ancient old, 

They carried the chariots of warriors bold. 


Our distant neighbors are brought to our home 
By the radio way and the telephone 

And cementing the world in friendship true, 
As close observation will always do. 


Our nation is lit by a glare of light 
From great turbine plants, day and night, 
Where some years ago we saw it toil 
Each one with his candle or pot of oil. 


But altho man has changed the scene, 
The world is the same behind the screen. 
The birds haven’t changed their style of dress. 


When we buy clothes we want them cut 
The latest style and all made up 

To suit the fashions or today, 

It’s right and proper we are that way. 


But when we're asked to choose the kind 

Of material we want. we always find 

It’s wool, all wool. and we want it real, 

The kind they spun on the old spinning wheel. 


I see the spring in the valley below 
Where I drank as a boy many decades ago. 
"Twas there at the foot of the old burr oaks, 
Cool and refreshing for thirsty folks. 


Today we like our water served 
Through silver faucets, fancily curved. 
Through modern plumbing of today, 
Served to us in the modern way. 


But the kind to serve is a different thing, 


It’s the kind that flowed from the old time spring 


That suits our taste, that pleases best, 
The same old water, in a brand new dress, 


It’s true, the things that God has planned 
Are not supplanted by hands of man. 
They’re good enough, they are with us Still 
They haven’t changed and they never Will, 


—W. H. Webster, Lincoln Construction Department. 
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Off My Game 


“I’m off my game,” Tennis Ott said. 
And shook his “locks” in woe: 

My “chop” never lays me dead, 
My drives will never go; 

Howe’er I swing, howe’er I try, 
Results are still the same. 

I’m up in the morning, out at five, 
But I’m off my game. 


“Oh, would that such mishaps migh ‘ 
On Dobson and Laipply, Pov 
That they might dubb once the ball, 
And shuffle along with me. 

Men stop and quiz me in the street 

And use my name in vain. 

Old partners just grin when we meet 
Cause I’m off my game. 


“Why is it that I play at all? 
Let memory remind me 

How once I smote upon the ball. 
And placed it down the alley. 

JI mostly serve into the nets. 
And my excuse is lame 

It cannot cover half my bets. 
Cause I’m off my game. 


“T hate the record of all mv sets. 

I grow sullen as Burden, the old topper, 
I never loved a driver vet 

And now I hate a chopper. 

My racket seems merely made of wood, 
My dogs are stiff and tame. 

It’s really time for me to stop, 

Cause I’m off my game.” 


—“Dewey” Nelson, Lincoln auditing department. 
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Recent Changes In The Organization 


Plant Department 
Supply Department 
Raymond G. Nehe, shopman, Lincoln, transferred as 
switchboardman, service department, Lincoln. 


Lloyd Jesse Camp, messenger boy, Lincoln, transferred 
as apprentice switchboardman, Lincoln. 


Lincoln District 

Ralph August, lineman, Friend, transferred as truck 
driver, construction department, Lincoln. 

C. H. Harper, combination man, Friend, transferred as 
combination man, Bennet. 

D. Eickhoff, groundman, Greenwood, transferred as 
groundman, Lincoln. 

A. B. Smith, foreman, Greenwood, transferred as fore’ 
man, Lincoln. 

Lester Thimgan, groundman, Greenwood, transferred 
as groundman, Lincoln. 

L. C. Madigan, lineman, Greenwood, transferred as 
lineman, Lincoln. 

Paul J. Guelker, lineman, Greenwood, transferred as 
lineman, Lincoln. 


Robert Alden, groundman, Wahoo, transferred as 
groundman, Lincoln. 


Walter Deckweiler, groundman, Wahoo, transferred as 
groundman, Lincoln. 


Paul Hedrick, combination man, Greenwood. trans- 
ferred as combination man, Lincoln. 


F. Hite, lineman, Greenwood, transferred as lineman, 
Lincoln. 

Otto Buck, groundman, Greenwood, transferred as 
groundman, Lincoln. 


Frank Coleman, lineman, Greenwood, transferred as 
lineman, Lincoln. 


O. H. Baldwin, lineman, Friend, transferred as line- 
man, construction department, Lincoln. 


Dick Schuster, lineman, Friend, transferred as line- 
man, construction department, Lincoln. 


Mileo Gill, lineman, Friend, transferred as lineman, 
construction department, Lincoln. 


Harold Haberman, groundman, Friend, transferred as 
groundman, construction department, Lincoln. 


Bernard Hayes, lineman, Friend, transferred as line- 
man, construction department, Lincoln. 


Scott Emeigh, lineman, Friend, transferred as line- 
man, construction department, Lincoln. 

Robert Simmons, groundman, Friend, transferred as 
groundman, construction department, Lincoln. 
Glen Wagner, groundman, Wahoo, transferred as 
groundman, construction department, Lincoln. 
Harley Hall, groundman, Wahoo, transferred as 
groundman, construction department, Lincoln. 


York District 

William Baroch, lineman, Fairmont, transferred as line- 
man, Waco. 

William J. McGrow, groundman, Fairmont, transferred 
as groundman, Waco. 

Leonard Goold, lineman, transferred as lineman, Waco. 

Kenneth Lunney, groundman, Fairmont, transferred as 
groundman, Waco. 


Paul Boyd, lineman, Fairmont, transferred as lineman, 


Waco. 


Wayne Norwood, groundman, Fairmont, transferred as 
groundman, Waco. 


Traffic Department 


Freda Eitel, student operator, Lincoln, transferred as 
operator, Lincoln. 


Gertrude King, student operator, Lincoln, transferred 
as operator, Lincoln. . 

Maxita Keester. student operator, Lincoln, transferred 
as operator, Gresham. 


Ruth Rodine, relief operator, Polk, transferred as toll 
operator, Polk. 


Helen Claussen, operator, Hastings, transferred as toll 
operator, Hastings. 

Dorothy King, student operator, Hastings, transferred 
as operator, Hastings. 


Theodora Ridgway, student operator, College View, 
transferred as operator, College View. 

Fern Frisby, relief operator, Stromsburg, transferred 
as night operator, Stromsburg. 

Vivian Walker, student operator, Milford, relief op- 

erator, Milford. 


Bessie Babcock, chief operator-cashier, Waverly, trans- 
ferred as chief operator cashier, Rising City. 
Dorothy Doan, operator, Waverly, transferred as chiet 

operator, Waverly. 


Marion Willett, student operator, Superior, transferred 
as operator, Superior. 
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Our Library 


Goop deal of interest in the library has 
been shown in the past month, and 
many are reading books. The catologue 
is not yet out. Until it appears please describe 
the general nature and subject matter of books 
wanted, and we will try to fit a book to your 
needs! Please use the following application 


blank. 


Library OE eae eRe eee 19 cs, 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegranh Co. 


which I agree to return in good condition in 
3 weeks or less. 


Bee. 
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NCE more has Septem- 

ber rolled around and 

in a few days all over 
this fair land, thousands of 
kiddies will be trailing off to 
school, most of them quite 
unwillingly. Then from Sep- 
tember until June they will 
endeavor to gather knowl- 
edge that will help them later on in life. Most of 
them are too young and too inexperienced to know the 
value of an education; but who have been out of 
school anywhere from five to fifty years know the 
value of an education, or perhaps the hardships in- 
cidental to the lack of it. 

Now, it is a fact quite generally acknowledged that 
nobody's education is ever completed. It goes on, 
with more or less interruption, even to the end. And 
it is also quite generally acknowledged that knowledge 
1S power—the man or woman who knows is the man 
Or woman most likely to succeed. 


Plant Progress 
By Thad Cone 


Construction Department sections. Some of the pro 
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chair and viewed the map 
of our Company's territory 
before him. 

“Construction crews are 
everywhere and _ improve- 
ments are being made in all 


jects under way at the pres- 
ent time are: 

“At Dorchester a crew is busy under Foreman Mc- 
Dowell, completing the rebuilding and repairing of 
the town plant. 

“Another project which is under the direction of 
Foreman A. B. Smith is the regrouping of the farm 
lines and changing the service from grounded to 
metallic at Murdock. This work will include the re- 
placing of more than 82 miles of iron wire and other 
necessary additions. 

“Foreman Tom DeWolf and crew have moved into 
Sterling. This project includes rebuilding the town 
pole plant for joint construction with the Iowa-Ne- 


Left to righit—Watching the tennis 
tournament are C. IV. Motter, publicity 
director; Glen Melson, and T. S. Ris- 
ser, both of the engineering depart- 
ment; Dewey Nelson, accounting de- 
partment; Norman Ott, addressograph 
department, and Rayburn Irwin, engi- 


Above: Lejt to right are two lovely 
Lincoln equestrians, snapped at 
Spirit Lake, Iowa—Harriet Carter, 
traffic department, and her friend, 
Miriam Clark. In the oval is J. C. 
Gear, wire chief at Fairbury, better 
Anown as “Red.” Mr. Gear has been 


This being the case, it would seem unnecessary to 
urge people to make some definite plan for study, espe- 


cially during the months when the days are short and cable. 


the evenings are long. But all persons like to put it 
off. Next year, perhaps. And after a while they 
find that age is over taking them and they decide that 
it is hardly worth while to make any special effort to 


acquire more knowledge. 


Telephone and Telegraph Company there are hun- 


braska Light and Power Company, replacing consider- 
able cable and the replacing of open wire leads with 


““At Ceresco, Foreman H. Moss and crew have about 
completed the rebuilding of the town plant. 

“At Hebron, Foreman L. Walentine with the dig- 
ging machine and Foreman T. B. Chinnock and crew 


have started to work on a complete rebuilding of pole 
But among the 1,500 employees of the Lincoln lines. The replacing of cable, and open wire is also 


dreds of young men and women for whom reading is near future.” 
Foreman Hodge and crew completed the work on 


distinctly worth while. 


What to study? Why not ask your immediate sup- 
ervisor. He or she, if on the job and familiar with 
the needs and weaknesses of the individuals whose 
work he or she supervises will know what you need 
most in order to make good in the particular tele- 
to advance up the ladder of 


Phone job you hold and 
telephone success as you should. 


You simply can’t stop us,” was the smiling report 
of H. W. Wheeler, construction superintendent, as 


This love-lorn gentleman is none 
other than Herbert Simpson, Lin- 
coln construction department, who 
consented to pose for the Tele- 
phone News readers. 


1. Ai 
ne 1e€ane 


included in the project which will be handled in the 


the estimate which covered the cost of additional toll 
circuit facilities between Beatrice and Fairbury. They 
are now at work on toll circuit rearrangement and ad- 
ditions between Fairbury-Steele City and Marysville. 

M. Woodward and crew are repairing the Auburn- 
Tecumseh toll lead and replacing the Auburn-Johnson 


iron toll circuit with copper. 


Here we have, left to right, back row, J. 
Reardon, If. T. Nyden; and front row, 


ae 


the Lincoln construction department. 


McFarland and H. Simpson all of 
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H. Studier and crew have moved from Hastings, 
which has been their home for the past year and a 
balf and are busy repairing the toll plant and heavy 
forward in his farm line at Prosser. . 


This snapshot shows the construc- 
tion boys hard at play. Left to 
right they are H. Simpson, E. 
Wedgewood, and WW. T. Nyden, 
combinationmen, Lincoln. 


neering department, Lincoln. 


with the Company 17 years. 


News From The Exchanges 


telephone exchange with mem- 

bers of their families met in 
the York City park, Thursday aft- 
ernoon, August 8th, for a social 
meeting and picnic supper. Forty- 
two were present for the fete. L. C. 
Oberlies of the Lincoln personne! 
department was present with his 
wife and daughter. District Man- 
ager, C. G. Bennett, was master of 
ceremonies. 


P te employes of the York 


Mrs. Anne Albin, night operator 
at Brainard, returned Wednesday, 
July 31st, from her vacation, spent 


in the Black Hills. 


A baby son, Richard Weldon 
Maxfield arrived July 8th at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Max- 
field of Weeping Water. Mr. Max- 
field is combination man at the 
Weeping Water exchange. 


Glenn L. Melson of the engineer- 
ing department, Lincoln, spent 
August 3rd and 4th visiting rela- 
tives at Alliance. 


Mr. Rosa Schlierith of Falls City 
spent the latter part of July at the 
home of her daughter, Mrs. C. L. 
Bradley. Mr. Bradley is wire chief 
at the Douglas exchange. 


Miss Ruth Gentry, operator, 
Beaver Crossing, spent her vaca- 
tion, starting July 22nd, visiting 
relatives and friends at Exeter and 
Cordora. 


Miss Lillan Billings, night oper- 
ator at Humboldt, took her vaca- 
tion the first two weeks of July, 
visiting friends in Auburn. 


August vacationers from the 
Wahoo office were Mrs. Edna Cal- 
vin, night operator, who remained 
at home; Inez Daharah, operator, 
who spent her two weeks vacation 
at Oxford with relatives; J. R. Man- 
ners, local manager, who believes 
in devoting his vacation to making 
home improvements, such as a new 
sidewalk; and R. C. Shallenbarger 
troubleman, who visited with rela- 
tives in Colorado. 


Ralph Wait, testboardman, Lin- 
coln, and printer maintenance man, 
installed typewriter printer service 
at Nebraska City for the Butler 
Welsh Grain Company. Mr. Wait 
conducted a school of instruction 
on printer maintenance after com- 
pleting the installation of the ma- 
chine. 


Charles Gritzner from the main 
office, Lincoln, is taking the super- 
visor’s place at “M” office while 
Mr. R. R. Guthrie, office foreman, 
Is enjoying his vacation in Colo- 
rado. 


Miss Clara Webering, Nebraska 
City toll operator, spent the week 
of July 29th at Lincoln, visiting 
relatives. Rumor says she has some 
interesting information to tell tele- 
phone folks about the treasure hunt 
and her thrilling experience with 
tramps! 


John Lahr, Hastings manager, 
and family spent the week-end of 
August 3rd, visiting friends at 
Plattsmouth, Nebraska. 


Miss Elva Green was employed 
in the toll billing department, Lin- 
coln on August 3rd, to replace Miss 
Laura Hohan, who resigned August 
15th to be married. 


I. L. Forke, Lincoln traffic chief, 
spent his vacation in Colton, South 


Dakota, with his uncle, Frank 
Forke. 


ale 


Here’s another mark of cupid! 
Miss Myrtle Lohmeyer, clerk in the 
Lincoln traffic department, has a 
lovely new diamond ring. 


Miss Myrtle Hiner, operator at 

College View, reports a very won- 
derful time on her vacation which 
she spent in Canton and Cleveland, 
Ohio, and Buffalo, New York. 
While in Ontario, Canada, she 
viewed Niagara Falls from a Ford 
Monoplane. 
The night operators at Fairbury 
enjoyed a picnic at the city park, 
Thursday, August Ist. The affair 
was in honor of Goldie Skidmore 
who resigned to return to her home 
at Virginia, Nebraska. 


Harry Schilling, Lincoln service de- 
partment, returned July 21st, from 
a two weeks vacation which he 
spent in York, Nebraska. 
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Hastings 


Picnic 


Lillian Nichols, 
toll operator, 
picks up a tiger 
found roaming 
at large in the 
wilds of Prospect 


Above: Lillian Nichols, 
Chita Boge, and Leota 
Glass. operators, pro- 
ducing some lovely 
smiles for the camera. 


To the right is 
Sibyl Brandt, 
chief — operator, 
Esther Baily, as- 
sistant chief op- 
erator, and Lil- 
lian Nichols, are f 
the expert cooks 
of the _ picnic- 
breakfast, 5 a. 
m., Sunday, July ¥ 
28th, at the Has- ™* 
tings Prospect 


Park. 


Mrs. Rena M. Perkins, chief op- Clayton Liebhart, local wire 
erator of Mead, visited the Yutan chief, Lincoln, returned July 21st 
exchange July 19th. from a two weeks vacation spent 

oak in California. Rumor has it that 


Mr. Liebhart fairly “hounded” a 


C. F. Burke, safety first director 
- > certain Hollywood studio! 


Lincoln, addressed members of the 
Auburn fire department at the 
south side headquarters in Auburn, 


Ke 1g : at 
on Aueask Sth, Mary Kaperta, night operator, 


the Fairbury exchange is enjoying 

a ae her vacation from August 5th to 
“Pete” Gartner, Lincoln, custo. 19th in South Dakota. 

dian, ae spend his two weeks va- ek 

cation, beginning September i 

with his a at Fike. i Se Greate MeO de Service 

braska. Glen Howard, editor of the local 

kak paper, The Gazette, at Ashland, to 

W. H. Caman, Beatrice district show nie ap piecialion. Ob tie, 2cod 

manager, and former director of ‘“CrViC® sical Mal Ri caatrciriercatt 

the Beatrice Municipal band, has exchange epekatons Piccenice 2 

been re-elected again to that posi- with oe OE EepeEs: 208 MEP 

tion and is now in charge of the crowd, 

band and all its activities. He suc 

ceeds Walter P. Grimm, who re- 


si owed. Another exchange, Douglas, has 


appreciative patrons. Two friends, 
. . to show their high regard for the 

Joe J. Miller, service department, Douglas telephone exchange, sent 
Lincoln, returned from Wyoming — the telephone force some tomatoes. 
July 21st where he spent his two and another patron sent sweet corn. 
weeks vacation. A third even sent cabbage! 
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Miss Lavee Mills, operator, Col- 
lege View, visited friends at Sut- 
ton, Nebraska, the latter part of 
July. 


Miss Mildred Ward, Lincoln toll 
operator, was badly cut and bruised 
in an automobile accident August 
4th, spending several days in the 
hospital. 


Miss Anna Keegan, bookkeeper 
in the Lincoln accounting depart- 
ment, is spending her vacation at 
her home in Tecumseh. 


William Mouden, combination: 
man, Nelson, was transferred to 
Hastings. “Bill” says he _ likes 
Hastings better each day. There 
must be a reason “Bill!” 


Miss Lillian Bader, Nebraska 
City chief operator, spent her vaca- 
tion at Chicago and_ Evanston, 
Illinois; and while there she visited 
the Art Studio, the Field Museum, 
the new Tribune building and oth- 
er places of interest. She experi- 
enced quite a thrill, she says driv- 
ing down Sheridan Road. We won- 
der if the other motorists felt the 
same! 


Warren P. Shuck, Lincoln south 
office supervisor, spent a most en- 
joyable vacation at Auburn hunting 
for fish that had been stranded dur- 
ing the recent high water. He says 
that they must have been flying 
fish because he did not find any! 


Arthur King, combinationman, 
Lincoln, has resumed his duties aft- 
er a two weeks vacation spent in 
putting the finishing touches on 
his new home. 


Above, left to 
right are two 
charming young 
ladies, Miss Marie 
Cabela, relief operator, Brainard: 
and Miss Helen Herron of Topeka, 
Kansas, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
IW. E. Herron of the Burchard ex- 
change. Miss Herron is assisting at 
Burchard while her parents are 
away on their vacation. 
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These winsome 
misses are Della 
Carpenter, — relief 
operator at Doug- 
las, and Thelma McWilliams, chief 
operator, College View, who resigned 
July 15th, to become the bride of 
Steve Turpen, former telephone em- 
ploye. 


Foreman George Cruickshank of 
Wahoo, was wearing a big smile, 
July 21st. Why? Well, a baby 
daughter, Donna Marie, arrived at 
his house on that day! 

A. E. Lamberson, manager, and 
Fred Smith, combinationman of 
Humboldt, were in Dawson, the 
fore part of August, helping to 
move the poles, and preparing for 
the one and one-fourth miles of 
paving on the main street of the 
town. 

Kk + 

Helen Smith, operator at Ash- 
land, enjoyed her vacation from 
July 15th to July 25th, spending 
a few days at North Platte with 
relatives and friends and the re- 
mainder of the time at home. 

R. H. Ojers, district manager of 
the Nebraska City district, accom- 
panied by R. R. Helm, manager 
of Syracuse and Claude Walker, 
maintenance inspector, and Mrs. 
Walker were welcome visitors at 
the Douglas exchange, July 15th. 

Miss Fern Davis of Weeping 
Water, returned to work July 8th. 
She recently underwent an opera- 
tion for appendicitis. 


Ica Westerly, chief operator- 
cashier, Brainard, will leave August 
4th for a two weeks vacation, 
spending part of the time at Camp 
Epworth Lake Park, Lincoln, at 
tending the Epworth assembly, and 
the remainder of her vacation in 
Omaha at the home of her sister. 

“Talk about Speed’’—Ashland 
established a connection to San 
Francisco, California, on Tuesday, 
August 6th, within three minutes 
trom filing time. 


Miss Addeline Lorenson of 
Weeping Water is spending her 
vacation with relatives at Oakland. 

J. C. Miller, troubleman, toll wire 
chief's department, Lincoln, re- 
turned from his vacation, spent in 
motoring through Wyoming: and 
H. G. Peachman, toll testboardman, 
Lincoln returned from his vacation 
in South Dakota. 


Hugo Staley, main office switch- 
man, Lincoln, and Mrs. Staley, left 
August ‘Sth for Colorado where 
they spent their two weeks vaca- 
tion. 


a 


Miss Kathryn Owens, Nebraska 
City local and toll operator, is 
something of a public menace these 
days. She is learning to drive her 
father’s Studebaker. 
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Walter Klich, testman, Hastings, 
has entered Professor Patten’s danc- 
ing classes. Walter has now mas- 
tered several dance steps and ex- 
pects to strut his stuff soon. 


Miss Clara Jones, bookkeeper, 
Lincoln accounting department left 
with her parents for a trip through 
the East. They will be gone three 
weeks. 


Miss Ramona Harper, operator, 
College View, spent the last week 
of July visiting friends and rela- 
tives in Kansas City. 


The Misses Mary Brown, clerk, 
and Heler. Focht, operator of the 
service department, Lincoln, re- 
turned July 21st, from a two weeks 
visit with Miss Brown’s sister at 
Torrington, Wyoming. 


Above are Mary Jane and 


Susane 


Culbertson, little 


daughters of D. R. Cul- 
Above are Erma and bertson, manager at Mc- This fine chap is 


Edna May Herrick, 
daughters of W. E. 


Cool Junction. Vern Herrick, the 


son of IF. E. Her- 


Herrick, foreman, This wee little miss in rick, foreman, Nel- 
Nelson. the oval is Ruth Ann, son. Here he is 
daughter of Mr. and dressed for Camp 


Below are Dean, Phillis Mrs. L. R. Dillin. Her Sheldon, where he 
manager at spent several weeks 
this summer. 


and Edith May Boling, daddy is 


. ‘ me A “ant 
children of R. C. Bol- Osceola. 


ing, construction de- 
partment, Lincoln. 


; . 
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To the right is Harriet Carter. traffic depart- 
ment, Lincoln, with Peak, the dog, Vivian, and 
Charlotte Louise, her little nieces. 


These operators at Edgar are, left to right, 
Effie Ahlstrom, Ruth Ahlstrom, Myreta 
Kinkead, Dena Kiel, Viola Johnson, and 


4 OR En ne Se 
Pl! ak 


Reading left to right are Edna Wayman, operator at 
Dewitt, taken on her vacation at her home in Bern, 
Kansas; Ica Westley, chief operator-cashier, Brain- 
ard; Virginia Slusser, local operator, Nebraska City; 


and three more of those pretty Hastings’ operators, Josephine Lifield, Lillian Elliot, and Ruth Sullivan. 


Miss Rose Klein has been em- While all of the rest of the world 
ployed at the Fairbury office to fill are asleep, 
the vacancy made by the resignae There comes a sound from the dis- 
tion of Goldie Skidmore, operator. tance—hello, and hello; 
moog T’is the whispering wires that are 
calling I know. 


Eldon Totten, switchman at the 
But I listen and wait and nothing 


South office, Lincoln, has been ab- 


West, Florida, where they will visit 
Mr. Albury’s parents. Mr. Albury 
is employed in the Lincoln switch- 
room. 


L. G. Saunders, service depart- 
ment, Lincoln, returned July 21st 
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Mrs. William Beal, chief operator. 


Through The Camera’s Eye 


These two fine looking men on the left are 
none other than F. F. Roderick of Blue 
Springs, and E. L. Dorland, Table Rock. 


Both are Company managers. 


Meet these two splendid young ladies from 

Beatrice. At the left is Hattie Crom, and 

Adelaide Howard both of the traffic de- 
partment. 


In the circle to the left is Edgar's pride 


sent from work for some time as t a hear— fie: Gees ae from a two weeks vacation spent in = and joy—the new telephone automobile, 
the result of an attack of JUS ns Be HG SSTANe, ee Maniesota. and that young fellow, leisurely leaning 
and near. 


pneumonia. All the Lincoln folks 


wish him speedy recovery. I listen and wait but no message 


comes through 


Jess May, combinationman, Fair- 
bury, spent his vacation from 


against that shiny new body is J. L. Bax- 
ter himself, Edgar’s manager. 


= ated So I listen and meditate, for what A t 4th 19th i. ee ow This young women in the circle to the right 
Contributes A Poem else can I do. . Nee oh 20 es ba . po: Reine io ] } Pl Dal force 
. : ily in Rockport, Missouri. proves that the Fleasant ate force pro- 
I am wondering tonight, as I sit —A Chief Operator. ye ak duces beauty as well as good service. She 
all alone, a ia (eee is Miss Hazel Best, operator. 
What the whispering wires are ; Miss Alberta Corner, assistant 
bringing from home, Mr. and Mrs. George Albury, chief operator, College View, spent And on the left is Foreman L. W alentine 
As I listen and wait in the silence left on a three weeks vacation, the first two weeks of August in C. £. Gibbs of the Lincoln construction 
so deep, August 19th for a trip to Key Colorado. department. 


Above is Paul Schmeltzer, 

general foreman, and the 

Lincoln construction de- 

partment’s “good looking” 
man. 


Miss Audrey Utterback, a newcomer to the Lincoln supply department. The 

News regrets to state that it failed to run Miss Utterback’s name under 

her picture appearing in the August “News.” This happy pair is R. H. Steb- 

bings, Lincoln advertising directory solicitor and Mrs. Stebbing who was be- 

fore her marriage, Antionette Edelblute, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. 

Edelblute of Manhattan, Kansas, where the wedding took place in the chapel 
of the First Methodist Church at 4:30, July 29th. 
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Above is Mrs. Robert Ross, 
bride of Robert Ross of the 
Lincoln addressograph depart- 
ment. Mrs. Ross was prior to 
her marriage in the parsonage 
of the First Presbyterian 
church at Sidney, Iowa, July 
20th, Barbara Ellis, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. O. A. Ellis, 
3324 Woods Ave., Lincoln. 
She was a former art student 
at Nebraska University. 


Here to the right is another new car, be- 
lieve it or not, whose proud owner, V. 
Christensen, general inspector of the con- 
struction department, Lincoln, stands be- 
side it. The men at Beatrice can boast of 
looks as well as the women. This excellent 
example below is Harlan Gillespie, test- 
boardman. 
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Elsie Anderson, Faye Tatrol and 
Virginia Jenkins of the Lincoln traf- 
fic department, recently returned 
from a vacation trip to Denver 
where they visited Marjorie Igow, 
former Lincoln operator. 


* 


Frank E. Bagley of the Lincoln 
accounting department left August 
7th, for the East where he visited 
his old home town, Pittsburgh, go- 
ing from there to New York where 
he saw a series of baseball games 
between the Athletics and the 
Yanks. 


Must Be a Reason 
Nebraska City’s traffic force has 
been rather badly crippled lately. 
Miss Lillian Bader chief operator, 
slipped and fell in the strawberry 
patch (she says). Hazel 
Goff, information operator, 
accepted a ride home with a 
Galahad from the plant 
department one rainy day. 
On getting out of the car 
she fell (for him) and 
twisted her ankle. Even 
Miss Ann Seymour, travel- 
ing instructor, Lincoln, 
when she paid the Nebraska 
City exchange a visit had 
a crippled toe. Such is 
life! 


William Cummings and 
wife, Hastings, began their 
vacation August 4th. Bill 
is taking in the scenery 
around Nebraska City. Mr. 


Cummings is switchboard- 


man at the Hastings ex- The shop at Lincoln boasts of having the shortest 
change. and tallest employes. 


tack of tonsilitis. The Nebraska 
City folks are glad to see her back 
at work again. 

If anybody has a receipt for bait 
that will keep mosquitoes away and 
make fish bite, please write to Wil- 
liam Mouden, combinationman, 
Hastings. 

Esther Smith, night operator, 
Lincoln, has been granted a fur- 
lough on account of ill health. 


Miss Helen Phelps, a supervisor, 
traffic department, College View, 
entertained at a linen shower at her 
home, 1611 Van Dorn, on August 
Ist, honoring Mrs. Steve Turpen, 
formerly Miss Thelma McWilliams, 
an operator. The living room was 
decorated in pink and white, and 

a miniature bride be- 
neath an arch of 
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room for several years, recently 
transferred to the Western Electric 
company and is doing installation 
work at Sidney, Nebraska. 


Arthur Albers, combination man, 
Lincoln, returned July 21st from 
Brainard, Minnesota, where he 
spent two weeks fishing. No fish 
stories are in order up to the pres’ 
ent time! 

* *K Bo 

The DeWitt telephone folks 
“stepped out” to picnic, Friday eve- 
ning, August 2nd, at Broliar Grove 
on the Blue river, Wilber, Ne- 
braska. Mr. Henry White, local 
manager, was honor guest; the oc- 
casion being his birthday. 


Operators at Auburn were pre- 
sented a bushel of apples from J. 
L. Stivers of the Brownville Fruit 
Growers association, and also ice 
cream sodas from Dr. O. 
R. Connley of Auburn, for 
the good service rendered 
to them. That's a spirit of 
cooperation in which the 
Telephone News rejoices! 


Miss Karina Jezewski, 
operator, Auburn, spent 
two weeks in Omaha, the 
latter part of August 
visiting friends. 

Miss Ann _ Seymour, 
traveling instructor, Lin- 
coln, is spending two weeks 
in Manhattan, Kansas, at 
the home of her sister. 


Miss Viola Gardner, as- 


The midget is Clyde Wedge-  gctant chief operator, and 


Kk wood, 17 years old, 4 feet 2 inches tall and weighs igs Wilma Mclntire 

‘ 5 F 3 ’ ‘ ’ 

L. Hutchinson, combina- 65 pounds. The giant is Gordon Eno, 6 feet 4 inches cashier. of Nebraska City 

° ia . NNnr z > a ee 5P 7 ? e ‘ 
tionman, Lincoln, returned all and weighs 225 pounds. Here is the Company's attended a Sunrise Break- 


July 17th, from Scandia, 

Kansas, where he was help- 

ing his father thrash. 
* % 

Mildred With, toll operator, 
Fairbury, has been transferred to 
the Beatrice office. Miss With 
moved with her parents to Beatrice, 


July 15th. 


ao 


A swimming class for girls has 
been inaugurated among the girls 
of the general offices, Lincoln, un- 
der the supervision of Miss Wolch- 
enbahm of the Lincoln Public 
Schools. 


Agnes Nehe, local supervisor, and 
her sister Helen Nehe, toll oper- 
ator, Lincoln, spent their vacation 
at Camp Brewster, Omaha. 


‘Miss Louise Ottnot, Nebraska 
City, local and toll operator, re- 
cently recovered from a severe at- 


new F. W. D. truck and hole digger. 


pink and white roses formed the 
centerpiece in. the dining room. 
Late in the evening refreshments 
in pink and white were served. 


Charles Meshier, manager at 
Fairbury and his family enjoyed 
their vacation from July 15th to 
29th at Eldora, Colorado. 


D. C. Wilson, of the Lincoln 
switchroom returned July 27th, 
from a two weeks fishing trip at 
Ottertail Lake, Minnesota. 


V. K. Brooks, switchman at “M” 
office, Lincoln, is attending the 
Baptist convention which is being 
held at the Baptist College in 
Grand Island. 


E. G. Bradford, who has been 
employed in the main office switch- 
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fast, Sunday, August 4th, 
at somewhere around § a. 
m. It is said that Miss Gardner was 
told that when she was down by 
the river the next time, to drop in. 


She did! 


ae * * 


L. B. Doane, switchroom super- 
visor, returned July 8th from a two 
weeks visit with friends at New- 
castle, Wyoming. 

oS ok + 

Charles Lake, custodian, Auburn, 
accompanied the Auburn band as 
drummer to Burwell where the band 
is playing for the rodeo. 


, 
% 


Mrs. John Meyers, Hastings dis- 
trict stenographer, vacationed with 
her husband, John Meyers, through 
Ilinois, Michigan and Canada. The 
big moment of her trip, so she re- 
lates, was when she saw Babe Ruth 
make a home-run. 
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District Manager 


LINCOLN DISTRICT 
J. A. McK inziz Lincoln 
District Manager 


NEBRASKA CITY DISTRICT 


R. H. Osers, Nebraska City 
District Manager 


YORK DISTRICT 
C. G. Bennett, York 


District Manager 
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| THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY IS BUILDING AHEAD OF THE 
| GROWTH OF NEBRASKA. 
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An Advertisement of the 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 


See 
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\ YEBRASKA 1s developing a new fz lo This outlay is required because the 
| civilization, a civilization of '@ fg/ telephone is a universal servant. It 
A 


better opportunity for 
average man. The telephone is an 
indispensable element in it. The Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company is build- 
ing ahead of the growth of this civilization. 
In 1929 the telephone budget for land and 
building is $94,207. 
central offices will cost $192,599: long dis- 
tance lines $193,654. This Company’s total 
expenditure for plant and service improve- 
ments for the year 1929 will total approxi- 
mately a million dollars. 


the pe 


New equipment for 


7 is used by many. Business uses it to 
create more prosperity. Homes use 
it for comfort and protection, for running 
errands and keeping friends alive. 

Every day the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company is extending its lines to more 
people, increasing the speed and accuracy of 

s service, giving greater comfort and con- 
venience in telephone use. All of this is done 
that each individual may get the most from 
this means of all inclusive and instantaneous 
communication, and the nation may become 


a nation of neighbors. 


Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Company 


“A Nebraska Company Serving Its People’ 


4 5 
Locar Pind 
| ane See breton 


a ° 
Lo, OCar af 
ONS ISTH 


t 


a ey 


4 
r, 


4 
‘$s 


QS) 


¢ Ano 
TANCE 


%, 


Ca 


°o 
c 
c ot AnD 
'Stanct 


Se 


* 
LOCA eth 
Lon O'% 


37 
AG 


Wis 0 me re o 
< 


mR 


» | 
- 


yy V Fe 


GINT os 
¢ 


wisi 
3tuw 2 | 


2 


In over 129 com- 
munities in 22 coun- 
ties in Southeastern 
Nebraska, this 
trade-mark emblem 
is known and re- 
spected. It stands al- 
ways for depend- 
able telephone serv- 
ices performed from 
the subscriber’s 


point of view. 


The History of Our Trade Mark 


Emblem and Its Significance 


ized the value and necessity of a 

trade mark or emblem, and de- 
cided to adopt one that would be dis- 
tinctive and attractive enough to instantly sug- 
gest the telephone which it represented. Out 
of that decision Seth W. Eddy, then secretary- 
treasurer, designed the first trade mark or em- 
blem of our Company. The chief feature of the 
original trade mark was the head of Abraham 
Lincoln. It was adopted because this asso- 
ciation bore the sur-name of that man, together 
with the name of the organization’s location. 


The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany was organized in 1912 for the purpose 
of developing the telephone industry in South- 
eastern Nebraska. It was then that the neces 
sity of a trade mark emblem arose, and Presi- 
dent F. H. Woods suggested the head of Abra- 
ham Lincoln surrounded by a double circle en- 
closing the words, “Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company.” 

In 1923 the insignia was again changed in re- 
sponse to the general idea expressed by R. E. 
Mattison, then general manager, that a repro- 
duction of the telephone instrument to replace 
the head of Abraham Lincoln, would be more 
significant of the business in which the Com- 
pany was engaged. 

The new design was prepared and submitted 
which was adopted as the standard emblem— 
a desk type telephone surrounded by a double 
circle enclosing the words, “Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company.” The term, “Local 
and Long Distance Calls,” was placed at the 
base of the telephone. 

Whether or not the originators intended it, 
the circles surrounding the telephone are fit- 
tingly significant of the progress of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company. A circle 
denotes continuous advancement. If you fol- 
low the straight line formed by the side of a 


A s early as 1904 our Company real- 


“A NEBRASKA COMPANY 


square you are forced to stop at each 
of the corners; but a circle travels on 
without stop. 

Einstein, whose theories worried sci- 
entists but nobody else, said that straight lines 
are a part of an immense circle, the diameter of 
which is millions and millions of miles long. Be 
that as it may, curves—either elliptical or cir- 
cular—seem to rule the universe, as is shown by 
the orbit of the earth around the sun. Tree 
trunks are round, great machines depend upon 
small circular cogs, which revolve in circles. The 
earth itself is round. 


Thus we have our trade-mark emblem: A 
telephone which identifies the industry; and the 
circles of progress, truly emblematic of the work 
of that organization. 


The term “Local and Long Distance” is ob- 
vious and comprehensive. It covers 132 ex- 
changes of our Company located in the 22 
counties in Southeastern Nebraska that are coop- 
erating to give service to more than 82,000 sub- 
scribers and in addition long distance service to 
42 connecting companies, representing more 
than 22,000 telephones. 


The slogan of the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company is “A Nebraska Company 
Serving Its People.” It has always had in view 
the problem of furnishing dependable telephone 
service to the people in its territory at the low- 
est possible cost consistent with financial safety. 
When these facts are thoroughly understood 
by the public through advertising and experi- 
ence, the telephone users almost unconsciously 
recall them whenever they see the trade-mark 
design. 

As Mr. Agee said, “Today the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company is the banner 
under which more than 1,500 willing and de- 
voted workers are endeavoring to give telephone 
service from the subscriber's point of view.” 


SERVING ITS PEOPLE” 


The new building, a one story structure of 
brick and stucco, trimmed with colored 
tile. A new and modern telephone sign 
draws attention to the telephone exchange at 
Dorchester. 


On the left ts, Mr. Chris Haberman, man- 
ager of Dorchester; and above at the new 
two position common battery switchboard is 
Bessie Simpson, operator and her mother, Mrs. 
Anna Simpson, chief operator. 


And Now— 


It’s Common Battery at Dorchester 


ITTLE did the people of the state realize the 

momentous change that was taking place 

on Saturday night, August 17th, at 9:30 
p. m. in the town of Dorchester, nor just how 
much that change meant to the Dorchester tele- 
phone patrons. While most people spent a quiet 
evening in their homes, Mr. Emil Asmus, mayor 
of Dorchester, gave a signal which placed a 
new two position common battery switchboard 
and central office equipment into service, as- 
suring a future of sound communication with 
the rest of the world for the people of Dor- 
chester. Mr. Asmus formally opened the ex- 
change when he placed the first call over the 
new system to W. E. Bell, commercial superin- 
tendent, at his office in Lincoln, and expressed 
for the citizens of Dorchester their appreciation 
for the new building and the common battery 
plant. 

The installation of the new equipment was in 
charge of O. P. Knee, and the cut-over, un- 
der the supervision of Mr. W. E. McDonald of 
Lincoln, and as a result of his careful super- 
vision in placing the new equipment, there was 
not a single case of trouble when the change 
from the old to the new equipment took place. 
Dorchester is located in the Lincoln District, 
which is under the supervision of J. A. Mc- 
Kinzie, district manager of Lincoln. 

The first local call was made to his home 
by Mr. Henry Schnert, president of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce who, after greeting Mrs. 
Schnert, stated that he was now talking over 
Dorchester’s new and modern telephone equip- 
ment. 

Located just one block north of the main 
business corner of Dorchester, stands the new 
building, a one story structure of brick and 


to 


stucco, trimmed with colored tile. The interior 
is finished in the latest design, and the build- 
ing itself is modern and fireproof. The front 
room houses the commercial office, lobby, pub- 
lic telephone booth and switchboard room. Oc- 
cupying the rear of the structure 1s the equip- 
ment room and the operator's rest room. 


The newly installecl two-position common bat- 
tery switchboard of the latest type replaces the 
old magneto board and equipment, enabling the 
operators to give the public quicker and more 
efficient service. All telephones in Dorchester 
have been replaced with new instruments under 
the supervision of J. Harmon and his crew. The 
new building and central office equipment 1s 
only a part of the program being carried out in 
Dorchester. The lighter farm lines, consisting 
of 105 miles of pole line, have all been re-built 
with new poles, and the heavier farm lines are 
now under construction. When completed, the 
Dorchester plant will be practically 100 percent 
new in its entirety, and one of the most mod- 
ern and up-to-date plants in Nebraska. The Dor- 
chester exchange served 434 subscribers in the 
city and rural areas. 

The present Dorchester staff includes C. H. 
Haberman, manager, who is also manager of the 
Friend exchange; and Mrs. Anna Simpson, chief 
operator, and her daughter, Bessie Simpson, 
operator. 


Telephone officials who attended the cut-over 


were C. Donley, traffic engineer, and Mrs. Don- 
ley; F. E. Behm, assistant plant superintendent, 
and Mrs. Behm; J. A. McKinzie, district man- 
ager; H. W. Wheeler, construction superintend- 
ent; C. W. Motter, publicity director, and Mrs. 
Motter; J. Pugsley, installation foreman, and Mrs. 
Pugsley; Chris Haberman, local manager; and 
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assistant plant superintendent, and Mrs. Behm: 
Miss Sarah Horn, traveling instructor who was 
in charge of training the operators in the hand- 
ling of the new equipment. 


Others who attended the cut-over were: C. 
E. Cummings, supply department, Lincoln, and 
Mrs. Cummings; C. P. Keim, traffic department, 
Lincoln; L. B. Maple, manager, Seward, and 


Mrs. Maple; R. H. Stebbings, Lincoln directory 
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advertising solicitor, Lincoln, and Mrs. Steb- 
bings; Miss Ruth Merrill, traffic depart- 
ment, Crete; J. Haberman, manager at Fair- 
mont, ind Mrs. Haberman; Mrs. R. Alley, chief 
operator; Mrs. V. Hiatt, operator; and Mr. 
R. L. Clinton, manager at Exeter, and Mrs. Clin- 
ton: Miss T. Larson, clerk, and Miss Clara Slunk, 
chief operacor, Friend; and Ernest Craig, line- 
man, Polk; and Mr. E. Steck, cashier, Bank of 
Dorchester. 


“The Telephone Way Is the Way of Today” 
Was the Theme of 1929 State Fair Display 


this year? If you did you were one of 

the many hundreds of guests who 
visited the Telephone Booth house, perhaps: 
no doubt to place a local or a long distance call, 
or to visit the reception hall. 

In place of the telephone displays which have 
been featured in former years, the east por- 
tion of the booth house was made into an attrac- 
tive reception and rest room. Comfortable furn1- 
ture consisting of davenports and large chairs 
were placed around the reception room. A desk 
on which was placed an appointment register 
was arranged for the visitors. 

Arranged about the room on end-tables and 
on gate leg tables were displays of colored hand- 
set telephones. 

On the walls, painted in attractive colors were 
telephone advertisements, calling attention to the 


D* you attend Nebraska’s Great State Fair 


a 
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speed, convenience and low cost of long distance 
telephone service. The theme of the display, 
featured on the walls in attractive colors, was 
“The Telephone Way is the Way of Today.” 


Souvenir pamphlets were distributed to all of 
the visitors by the attendants in charge, F. J. 
Grattan, general commercial office, Lincoln; 
and Mrs. Alice Sharpnack, Lincoln. Large 
electric fans made the booth house comfortable 
and a water fountain containing ice water was 
appreciated by the public and proved very popu- 
lar with the guests. 

The reception room and booth house were 
in charge of K. B. Cary, chief of the service de- 
partment, who was assisted by his helpers, the 
two booth house attendants. The attractive 
manner in which the booth house was designed 
and arranged was the work of A. B. Waters of 
the Lincoln business office. 


Left: A portion of the display room showing the desk, easy chairs and tables bearing colored handsets. On the 
right is seen the information desk and switchboard with the wicker lounge, surrounded by a display of hand- 
sets, while in the background appear the telephone booths from which the telephone patrons made calls during 


the Fair. At the switchboard ts Mrs. 
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Alice Sharpnack, booth house attendant. 
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My Idea of Telephone Service 


Note—This is a talk given at a meeting of the “Live 

Wires” an organization composed of the girls of the 

Iowa-Nebraska Light and Power Co. Miss Rumery’s 

supervisors felt that it was exceptional and merited 
publication. 


AM an operator for the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company and am employed 
in the toll office at the Lincoln exchange. I 


should like to tell you something about our 
Company's idea of good service, and | 
how the operators, who deliver this @ 
service, are trained for their work. 


The Telephone Company 1s 
one of the Public Utilities group, 
and, like others of its kind, must 
depend on public patronage. Its 
particular service is the trans- 
mission of messages vocally. 
The service is measured by 
the speed with which a con- 
nection can be established, and 
by the distinctness with which 
one hears. Telephone engineers 
are constantly studying and 
planning ways to make the serv- 
ice faster, and better. 


Then, too, the Company thinks 
that part of the service is the 
manner in which it is delivered, 
and that is the operator’s part. 


Lula Rumery, long distance oper- aah 1] 
ator at Lincoln who delivered this business where each call, to be 


and speed from the human side, and good trans- 
mission and dependability from the equipment 
side. Part of the responsibility of obtaining 
good service rests on us and part on those 
who use the service. Therefore, 
if we can explain how they can get 
the most satisfactory results by us- 
ing the telephone correctly and 
taking the proper care of the 
equipment, we are performing a 
service which they appreciate. 


The telephone facilities must 
be arranged to meet the vary- 
ing needs of our patrons. 
Long distance service is 

divided into classes so that the 
| users have their choice of the 
‘w= class of service which they be- 
+ hy lieve will best meet their require- 
fi: +f ments, these are appointment, 
y person-to-person, station-to-sta- 
tion, messenger and collect. 


Courtesy oils the machinery of 
business, especially the telephone 


The operator receives very care- address, on September 19th. successfully completed, depends 


ful training before she is allowed 

to handle a customer’s call. The training period 
varies with the kind of work to be handled. 
The long distance operator, for example, spends 
about six weeks in school. While there 
she learns to handle equipment in the most 
efficient manner, and how to refer quickly to 
the various records so that she can put a call 
up with as little delay as possible. Thus the 
toll circuits and other equipment are more 
quickly released for other calls. 

She also learns what to say in a multitude of 
situations. You have probably noticed that Cen- 
tral is never at a loss for words. Her pleasant 
voice is the result of training, too. 

So, you see, good Operators do not just hap- 
pen. They are part of the Telephone Com- 
pany's Ideal of Service. 

People generally are interested in getting for 
themselves the most satisfactory results from 
telephone service. That is to say, whenever 
they use the telephone they want good serv: 
ice, and good service includes courtesy, accuracy 


on the co-operation of three per- 
sons: the caller, the operator and the called 
person. 

When you take down the receiver and ask 
for long distance, you get an answer a moment 
later. “This is Long Distance.” Very often it 
is snappy—almost abrupt, but not because Cen- 
tral is that kind of a girl. Nine chances out of 
ten she is young, good-looking, bright-eyed, 
and the possessor of a generous smile which 
unfortunately cannot be reproduced over the 
wire. She speaks quickly and sharply, because 
there are hundreds of others who are claiming 
her beside you. The first question is for the 
number you are calling and then “To whom do 
you wish to speak?” That very often is the be- 
ginning of trouble, for names and initials are 
not easy to get correctly over the wire. May I 
recite a little incident that happened in one of 
our exchanges: 

‘James Mandry?” questioned the operator. 

“No, Nandry -N-a-n-d-r-y.” 

“Mamdry? M-am-d-r-y?” 
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“No. Damn it all, Central, Why don’t you 
listen? Pay attention to me now. N.N.N. Do 
you hear me? Nea-n-d-r-y.” 

‘“M, as in Mary?” 

Suddenly the man’s attitude changed. He de- 
cided to make the best cf a bad job. He laughed 
laughed out loud into the mouthpiece—a sub- 
scriber’s privilege not practiced enough. 

‘No, Central. Not M as in Mary. N as in 
banana.” 

Central chuckled too, but inaudibly. Oper- 
ators have no telephone privileges. But they 
were off to a good start. The rest was easy. 
“THank:. “YOU. IV. sce I will call 
you.” Sometimes she receives a parting jibe 
from the subscriber—a ““be damned quick about 
it,” or a sarcastic “take your time.” Not that 
she really minds—she is used to it. But it doesn’t 
help her any with the next man. Sometimes 
—very occasionally—she gets a cheery “Thank 
you” or a happy, “All right, Central,” and her 
mood is a little brighter for the next fellow. 

Courtesy as used here means more than just 
being polite—more than just saying “please” 
and “thank you”—it means a true desire to serve 
and to be helpful even though it entails per- 
sonal inconvenience or discomfort. 

There is such a thing as “telephone person- 
ality.” Those who use the telephone to any 
great extent become particularly sensitive to it. 
The cheery voice of a subscriber on the end of 
the line does much to lighten the monotony of 
an operator’s job. A polite “thank you,” or 
“please” or an admitted “I’m sorry,” goes right 
to her heart and she will do more for you even 
than is required of her. On the other hand if a 
subscriber is bad-tempered, disagreeable and un- 
reasonable it immediately has its effect on the 
girl at the switchboard and the chances of good 
service are lessened. 

In America it is said the nerves of the aver- 
age telephone girl last only five years. In 
France the quota of years is longer. But there 
when a subscriber loses patience with Central 
he is made to wait until she has completed all 
other calls on her switchboard. 

Some of us wouldn’t get far in France. 

Promptness is not confined in our business 
to the handling of calls by operators, but also 
means installing telephones, making repairs and 
handling complaints with the least possible de- 
lay. To assure accuracy it is suggested that the 
correct number should be obtained from the d1- 
rectory and the number given clearly and dis 
tinctly, speaking in an ordinary tone of voice 
with the lips an inch from the mouthpiece. 

As we agreed in the beginning, the only great 
objective of our Company is to supply the pub- 
lic with the broadest and most dependable 
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service at the lowest possible charges consist- 
ent with reasonable wages to employes, paying 
out other necessary expenses and earning a fair 
return on the value of our property. In order 
to do this, our Company must have the pub- 
lic’s confidence. 


Many times I have heard business men dis- 
cussing the loyalty of Public Service employes, 
the interest we take in our work and the knowl- 
edge we have of the business, which comes to 
us through our supervisors, our advertising, pub- 
lications, experience and other sources. 


Publicity enters into every activity of our 
Company. Every employee in every depart- 
ment is our Company’s publicity representative, 
because all have more or less contact with the 
public, and through these contacts, the Com- 
pany receives publicity. But of all our Com- 
pany’s advertising the contacts made by us op- 
erators is very effective because we either leave 
a good impression or a bad one and the Com- 
pany is judged accordingly. So you see we 
have a big job to perform. 


Public confidence and cooperation, I think, 
come only by doing the following: 


1. Providing the public with adequate and 
dependable telephone service. | 


2. Giving the public the right impression of 
us from what they observe of our employes, our 
methods, and our plant. 


3. Giving the public complete information 
about our business through what they hear 
from our employes and our former employes, 
and what they read about us in newspaper ad- 
vertisements and other printed matter. 


All this is a publicity job—and by publicity 
I mean that anything we as employes do which 
helps to create public opinion —the publicity 
job in which every man and woman who repre- 
sents a public service company has a part and 
by means of which, when the job is done well, 
telephone employes, investors and the public 
are benefited. 
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We Extend Sympathy 

Andrew Matous, father of Mrs. George 
Tartsch, cashier at the Plattsmouth exchange, 
died the evening of August 21st, at the age of 
86. Mr. Matous had made his home in Platts- 
mouth for a period of 52 years. Funeral serv 
ices were held Friday afternoon, August 23rd, at 
2 oclock at the home of his daughter, 410 
South 6th street, and were conducted by Father 
Stanley Jones of the St. Luke’s Episcopal 
church. Interment was held at the Oak Hill 
cemetery, Plattsmouth. 
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Beware of the Tiny Blister 


By G. H. MISKO, M. D. 


Medical Director 


The News is indeed pleased to present to our readers 
this month the first of a series of health articles by Dr. 
G. H. Misko, medical director for our Company. This 
series will inform every reader of the measures to be 
taken to avoid ill health, for constant attention to health 
is essential if good physical condition is to be enjoyed. 
The first article deals with “Blisters,” a seemingly in- 
significant subject; yet the neglect of the proper care of 
blisters is the cause of much suffering from infection.— 


Editor’s Note. 


/R. “A” came to the Medical Department 
of the Lincoln Telephone Company at 

] Lincoln, last week complaining of a sore 
finger and a pain in the arm and shoulder. He 
gave the following history. “About ten days ago 
while I was doing some soldering I burned the 
end of this finger and a blister formed. I got 
tired of the blister and opened it with a needle 
and now for the past two days this finger has 
been swollen and hurts badly. Now I notice a 
pain under my shoulder and thought I had bet- 
ter have you see it. What do you think is 
wrong with it?” 

Examination revealed a finger which was ten- 
der, swollen and limited in motion. The end 
of the finger was soft while the surrounding 
tissue was red and tense. His pulse was 100 
and his temperature was 99. This all pointed 
to a diagnosis of the spreading of infection and 
the finger had to be cut across the end and free 
drainage instituted. Mr. “A” had a very sore 
finger for several days and a great deal of dis- 
comfort with it. 

What is the lesson to be gained from this 
case and how could he have prevented these 
days of suffering and disability? First, Mr. “A” 
should have reported this to his immediate sup- 
ervisor who would have seen to it that he re- 
ceived the proper first aid and followed up the 
case and have ascertained that Mr. “A” received 
the proper medical attention. In this particular 
case he would have been sent to the Company's 
Medical Department. 

The great mistake in this case was in open- 
ing the blister without using sterile instruments 
and by not taking proper precautions against 
infection. When the blister was opened bac- 
terla were introduced into the blister and it 
took from two to three days for them to gain 
headway and once they had begun, infection 
developed resulting in a felon on that finger 
with a gradual spread beginning to go up the 
arm. 


Mr. “A” was very fortunate in the result of his 


case as such infections are very dangerous and 
might easily result in the loss of a finger, loss 
of the arm, or a general blood stream infection 
known as a septicemia which sometimes results 
in death. The lesson to be learned is not to 
neglect even the smallest injury. It may seem 
very unnecessary to you to have first aid ren- 
dered but it often times prevents much loss of 
time and suffering. 
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Wanted—Your Pet Book 
ADMAN or somebody once said, “Of the 
making of books there is no end.” Mr. 
Shakespeare said, I believe, “Much study 
is a weariness to the flesh.” 

Still, books are wonderful friends. A good 

book never throws you down or refuses to loan 
you money. On a howling winter night what 
is finer than a big easy chair, good light over 
your left shoulder, feet on the desk (if girls 
they curl them under them) and a fine book 
on “The Growth of Telephony” or “Bloody 
Dick of the Plains?” Read more,—it broadens 
you. 
By the way, haven’t you a good book to con- 
tribute to our library? We need fiction, bio- 
graphy, history and scientific books. Who has 
a good book on better English? Who on Sec- 
retarial Training? Who on Management? 

Send them in and help the other fellow to the 
good book you have enjoyed. Send to L. C. 
Oberlies, Personnel Director, Room 200, Tele- 
phone Building, Lincoln. We will publish a list 
of contributors. 
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Representative Pays Us a Visit 

W. Caldwell, of the publicity department, 
Automatic Electric Company, Chicago, paid 
Lincoln a visit the early part of September. Mr. 
Caldwell, accompanied by L. C. Oberlies, per- 
sonnel director, and C. W. Motter, publicity di- 


rector, visited several exchanges, where he took - 


pictures of recent installations of American Elec- 
tric Company equipment. 


Don’t be afraid to smile—when 
talking over the telephone— it 
is a good introduction. 
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Part of the crowd gathered on September twelfth, to take part in the dedication ceremonies of Hagood Airport at 
York. The dedication marked the opening of a three days’ air circus. The words and music were made audible 
by means of the Public Address System, some of the projectors around the speakers’ platform may be seen. 


P. A. S. Activities Are Numerous 


val was staged at York, September 11, 12, 

13. This event marked the opening of 
the York airport. On Thursday, September 
12th, Major General Johnson Hagood, com- 
mandant of the Seventh Army Corps, addressed 
the crowd and took part in the dedication cere- 
monies. The airport was named Hagood Port 
in honor of General Hagood. The Public Ad- 
dress System was operated to make audible the 
speeches, music and announcements. 


T° York airport dedication and fall festi- 
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The Public Address System was again in- 
stalled and operated at Nebraska's Great State 
Fair, August 30th to September 6th, at Lin- 
coln. Not only did the thousands of people 
in the new grandstand hear all the music and 
programs presented, but projectors were placed 
at different locations on the Fair grounds, which 
enabled thousands of other people to listen. 

The many people who have attended County 
Fairs, Fall Festivals and Community Picnics dur- 
ing the past two months, at Osceola, Humboldt, 
Geneva, Hastings, Burchard, Clay Center, 
Syracuse, Beatrice, Nemaha, Wymore and Falls 
City, have been able to enjoy the programs pre- 
sented and hear the announcements of various 
events by means of the Public Address System 


which was installed and operated by our Com- 
pany. Contracts have been signed recently 
which request our Company to furnish the 
equipment at Fairbury and Red Cloud. 


Selling Is Service 

We are all interested in the nature and extent 
of the growth of the telephone business, but 
have we all realized that as individual employes 
we have a direct responsibility in obtaining and 
directing this growth? 

We must go further, must bring to the at- 
tention of our customers the advantages of our 
service, its reliability, economy and adaptability 
in the present day search for comfort and con 
venience. And to do this, we must assume our 
responsibility as individuals of interesting every: 
one with whom we come in contact in a greater 
use of telephone service. We must “sell” our 
company, its policies, practices and services un’ 
der any and all conditions. 

K *k *K 


Congratulations 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy R. McDowell, announce 
the birth of a daughter, Lois Elaine on August 
20th. Mr. McDowell is an accountant in the 
Lincoln general offices. 
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A Task for You to Do 
D ISFIGURED, thumb-worn, dirty telephone di- 


rectories do not speak well for the tele- 

phone company any more than a soiled, 
untidy child causes cne to suspect the home of 
that urchin is a palace of cleanliness. 


Get the idea? 


To be brief, if you are a telephone employe, 
and you see a torn, ruffled and much worn di- 
rectory in any home, business, or public place, 
it is your duty to report it. 

Then, it is the duty of the proper department 
to call in the worn directory and replace it with 
a new one. 


In public places where directories are used a 
great deal by different people, the book is very 
apt to become soiled and disfigured. The pro- 
prietor of the place is not responsible for this— 
is not to blame—but he would certainly appre- 
ciate having a nice, new, clean directory in 
place of the dirty and much worn one. You 
need not call the attention of the proprietor to 
the fact that his directory is untidy—simply ad- 
vise the local repair clerk, and the matter will 
receive immediate attention. 


The same kind of service applies to frazzled 
cords, broken mouthpieces or anything you see 
anywhere that might cast uncomplimentary re- 
flections upon the telephone company. 

Let's do it. 


f ‘ 
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Freadrich Brothers P. B. X. Lincoln 

Freadrich Brothers, who operate twelve gro- 
ceryterias in Lincoln recently installed a one po- 
sition P. B. X. consisting of eighty subscribers’ 
lines. This board replaces the one which was 
destroyed by fire early in the spring of this 
year. The board is wired for twenty trunk 
lines and has a capacity of fourteen cord circuits. 
Numerous auxiliary and feature equipment is 1n- 
cluded with the switchboard. The installation of 
this board was completed by L. G. Saunders of 
the service department. 
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Cone Addresses Kiwanis Club 


T. C. Cone, of the construction department 
was the principal speaker at the regular meeting 
of the Lincoln Kiwanis Club held recently. | 

Mr. Cone presented the illustrated lecture, 
~The Romance of Communication.” He traced 
the history of communication from Caesar's time 
to the present era of telephone improvements. 
Mr. Cone also discussed trans-Atlantic telephony 
and telephotography. 

Mr. A. B. Waters of the Lincoln business of- 
fice assisted Mr. Cone. 
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What D’You Say? 
By 
The Inquiring Reporter 


Question—What class of telephone service is 
easiest to sell, and why? 


Each month the Inquiring Reporter will ask 
two or three persons some question relating to 
the sale of telephone service. 


Long Distance—In my com- 
munity, I believe, Long Dis- 
tance is the easiest type of serv- 
ice to sell. In this day and age, 
people are more or less familiar 
with the term ‘Long Distance’ 
and its meaning. They realize 
that for the results they obtain, 
the rates on this type of service 
are very low. They know that 

| when they want to do a thing 
C. S. Nevins ina hurry, do it correctly, save 
suspense and anxiety, and ob- 
tain their answer at once, Long Distance is the 
way to do it. Then too my people believe that 
Long Distance is the only logical service to use, 
that Long Distance is not limited. They know 
they can reach any place where telephone lines 
extend, if they only speak the word. They have 
a well-developed confidence in Long Distance 
which nothing can shake. 


—C. S. Nevins, Local Manager, Ashland. 
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Business Service — In this 
day and age all business in- 
stitutions are operated on the 
most efficient methods that 
are known, in order that a 
yearly profit may be shown. 
Every operation and depart- 
ment in the institution must 
function in unison so that 
time and capital will be 
placed to the best advantage. 
The P. B. X. system docs 
more to help meet every 
communication condition 
than any other equipment we have for sale. 
Therefore, when the facts relative to the flexibil- 
ity of the P. B. X. system are shown to the pro- 
posed prospect, the system usually sells itself. 
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I. S. Jackson 


J. S. Jackson, commercial service survey representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 
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HEY do say that a fellow’s job should be 
ah geared to whatever special ability he hap- 
pens to possess, even if the job is only a 
temporary affair. Thus “Cobe” Tomson, broad- 
jumper extraordinary, is during the spare 
hours when he is not attending the University 
of Nebraska, pay station collector, Lincoln busi- 
ness office. 

And don’t think that isn’t a tough break for 
folks who get to thinking—along about the 
twentieth of the month—that a nice full coin box 
is something you open with one hand and scoop 
out with the other—like a grape-fruit. You don't 


“Cobe” broke the Big Six record at Ames with 
a jump of 24 feet and 2 inches. 
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feel like making a pass at a coin box when a 
young husky is liable to burst around a corner 
who can run the hundred in around ten seconds 
and polish it, and you, off with a twenty-four 
foot jump. It’s that jump that gets em. All 
‘“‘Cobe” needs to do is make a noise like a motor 
and they think an airplane is chasing them. 


‘“Cobe” was born in Iowa, but nobody holds 
that against him now. He is twenty-one years 
old, and this coming fall will find him a Junior 
in Nebraska U. He first gave promise of jump- 
ing ability at Lincoln high school, and he holds 
the state high school record of 22 feet 3-8 of an 
inch. In his college freshman year he won the 
Valley telegraphic jump and tied for first in the 
century dash. 


Last spring, as a sophomore member of Ne- 
braska’s championship track team, he broke the 
Big Six record at Ames, with a jump of 24 feet 
2 inches. Some hop. He jumped fourth at the 
National Intercollegiate at Chicago, and fourth 
at the A. A. U. meet at Denver. His big ambi- 
tion now is to build up for a place on the 1932 
Olympic team. 


‘“Cobe” is an ardent router for Coach Schulte, 
and critics who know declare that Nebraska's 
famous coach will develop him into a jumper 
of national repute during the next two years. 

He is the kind of a boy you like to have 
around as much as possible—capable, cheerful 
and willing. And we sure like him on that pay 
station job. 


te ale ate : 'e 
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It Pays to Have a Telephone 
ERE’§ what Mr. Fred Howard, publisher of 
H the Clay Center Sun, says about the man 
without a telephone: 

“We are inclined to believe that as much 
money is lost by ill-considered economies as by 
ill-considered. extravagances. This week we 
wished the services of a carpenter for a day and 
knowing that all of our regular contractors were 
busy we turned to the telephone directory to call 
up a handy man of our acquaintance whom we 
knew to be in need of work. A second attempt 
was made and we discovered another man with- 
out a telephone. Not being able to leave the of- 
fice to look for anyone we were on the point of 
giving the job up for a few days when friend 
of ours dropped in and volunteered io help us 
out. The job paid for more than two months 
cost of a telephone.” 

38 * *e &* & 

What is believed to be the highest telephone 
line in the world is the portion of the South 
American transcontinental line which crosses 
the Andes at a height of 12,500 feet. 
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We will always remember that our patrons judge our 
Company by what they see and hear of us; we are a 
part of the Company and the most frequent contact be- 
tween the Company and the patron._Paragraph Two, 
Our Ideal of Service. 
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Little Things That Count 
C) UR attention was recently directed to a box 


in the auditor’s office. This box, twenty- 

four inches long, twelve inches wide, 
and four inches deep was full of paper clips. 
They were the clips that had come to him from 
day to day with toll tickets, work reports and 
plant reports. He started this practice of saving 
them, and as a result his entire department never 
have had to requisition any paper clips, and 
thousands of them are used every year. 


This gives us a good illustration of how little 
things count. Economy has almost been 
preached to death, but it will do no harm to 
call your attention to the practical results of eco- 
nomy in little things. Waste of personal prop- 
erty 1s mighty bad business: and waste of some 
other person’s property is just as bad. 

We have seen paper clips and pins used as 
ammunition in office battles, and it was surpris- 
ing to notice how much of this ammunition was 
strewn on the field after the battle. And what’s 
more, the belligerents made no attempt to col- 
lect it. 

But we do not speak of paper clips alone. 
Rubber bands, tools, and supplies of all kinds, 
in all departments, should be used with a little 
care. They may seem small, but some one once 
said that mighty oaks grow from tiny acorns. 
Q chee 
Suppose that each time you received a penny 
you threw it away because it is such a small 
thing. Ina short while you would have thrown 
away a thousand of them—a loss of ten dollars. 
On the other hand, if you had saved the pennies 
you would have been ten dollars to the good, 
which isn’t to he sniffed at these days. | 
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Let’s Be Sensible 


OR the two-week period ending September 
f 10th, thirty accidental deaths occurred in 

the state of Nebraska. This is at the rate 
of one a day for every day of the month. Eigh- 
teen of these deaths were the result of automo- 
bile crashes. The crashes also resulted in injur- 
ies to 185 other persons. There were 151 auto- 
mobile accidents. Fifteen of the 274 injured 
during this period were permanently disabled. 
Six railroad crossing accidents causing three 
deaths and three injuries took place in the two 
weeks. If the accident casualties in Nebraska for 
this period had been confined to a single com- 
munity, a city of the size of Auburn or Wymore 
would have been completely desolated. 


This appalling situation has been made the 
subject of a study by the Nebraska Press As- 
sociation and the Rehabilitation Division of the 
State Department of Vocational Training, which 
are concerned to know the reason why this 
wholesale slaughter happens and to devise means 
to remedy the situation, creating in the minds 
of the public a sense of personal responsibility. 


The vast number of accidents that occur in 
our state are directly due to negligence and dis- 
regard for the rights of others. In fact some 
drivers seem to be oblivious of the fact that 
any one else on the highways has any rights 
whatsoever. Anything that we would offer at 
this time would not be new. Every driver of 
an automobile knows what he should do; the dis- 
tressing thing about it is that many drivers just 
won't do it. Let every employe, and there are 
more than 1,500 of us, set the example to the 
people in the communities in which we live by 
being careful drivers. In other words “Let’s 
Be Sensible” about our driving. 


1! 
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Manners 


Every once in a while we hear some one say 
something like this: 


I called the telephone company yesterday 
and that girl—cr man, as the case may be—was 
certainly courteous, pleasant, and knew her busi- 
ness. 

Doesn't that help public relations? 

The public reacts very quickly to sincere ef- 
orts to please—almost as quickly as to the op- 
posite kind of treatment. 

sla eres > AFP . 

We believe we are setting a good example for 
Our customers. But it’s a good idea to check 
up on ourselves once in a while— 

Just to be sure that we are not missing any 
bets—we telephone people—in letting the world 


know by our use of the telephone that we know 
our business. 
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They Say “I Do” 


FTER fourteen months of secrecy, Miss 

Grayce Stevens, chief operator at Polk, 

announces her marriage to Lloyd Hahn, 
of Hamilton County, at the original “Little 
Brown Church in the Vale” at Nashua, Iowa, 
on June 6th, 1928, at the same time when Mrs. 
Hahn’s sister, formerly Miss Mildred Stevens 
was married to Irvin L. Anderson of Stroms- 
burg. 

Louis N. Corrington, local manager, Auburn, 
and Miss Lettie Foster of Seward were married 
at the United Brethren parsonage, Lincoln, at 
high noon, August 19th, by the Reverend E. L. 
Reese. They were attended by Charles Foster 
and Mrs. John Hughes, brother and sister of 
the bride. A wedding trip was taken to Kan- 
sas City. Mr. and Mrs. Corrington are at home 
in Auburn. Mrs. Corrington has been book- 
keeper for the Company at Auburn for the past 


five years. 

The marriage of Miss Helen Palmer and Ed- 
ward Massey, both of Blue Springs was solemn- 
ized at the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Oley 
H. Palmer, on Wednesday, September 11th. 
The bride has taught school at Blue Springs 
for the past two years, and the groom is a line- 
man at the Blue Springs exchange. 


Miss Lily Mills of the billing department, Lin- 
coln was married to Robert J. Robotham of Lin- 
coln, on August 3lst, at 
Wahoo. | 

Cupid is at it again! Miss 
Olliene Way of Surprise, and 
Mr. Donald Nordberg of 
Stromsburg were quietly mar- 
ried at the home of the bride's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Everett 
Way at Surprise, Sunday, Sep- 
tember 8th at 7:30 a. m. Miss 
Way has been employed as op- 
erator at the Surprise exchange 
since 1925. Mr. Nordberg is 
engaged in the produce business 
at Stromsburg where the young 
couple will make their home 
after their return from their 
honeymoon trip through the 


Black Hills. ; 


J. R. Manners, manager at Wahoo, 
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coln, accounting department was married to Miss 
Norma Peterson of Lincoln, at Lincoln, on 
August 31st. 


Manners Delegate to Pioneer’s 
Convention 
Jv R. Manners, local manager, Wahoo, has 


been selected as a delegate from Casper E. 

Yost chapter No. 19, Omaha, to the Pioneer 
convention which this year will be held in 
Minneapolis. Mrs. Manners will accompany 
him and following the convention they will visit 
places of interest throughout Minnesota. George 
B. Arnold, local manager, Nebraska City, is 
alternate. 


The Pioneers of the telephone industry will 
gather in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on October 
18 and 19, for the sixteenth general meeting of 
the Telephone Pioneers of America. From all 
parts of the United States and from many parts 
of Canada will come men and women who have 
helped build up communication on this conti- 
nent. 


Numbered among the Pioneers of the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company—who be: 
long to the Casper E. Yost chapter, No. 19, are: 
Forrest E. Behm, W. E. Bell, Royal S. Brewster, 
Mark T. Caster, Edward S. Fischer, Peter Gart- 
ner, Albert T. Gille, Freeman S. Holmes, Wil- 
liam Lemon, Clayton Liebhart, Joseph C. 
Miller, C. P. Russell, George T. Sprecher, 
Claude L. Walker, Harry W. ‘Wheeler, 
Alfred G. Baker, Frank Beltzer, 
Clyde W. Boyles, Bert R. Over- 
cash, Jay Pugsley, Harry G. 
Schilling, Miss Agnes O. 
Scouller, Mrs. Iva S. Siggs, 
and Frank H. Woods, alt of 
Lincoln; John G. Adams, Ed- 
gar; Charles G. Bennett, York; 
John E. Caley, Sterling; W. H. 
Caman, Beatrice; William A. 
Coftendaffer, Hebron; Walter 
C. Cooper, Hastings; Mrs. 
Clara D. Eckles, Thayer; C. H. 
Jensen, Superior; Earl A. Ros- 
ker, Wymore: John E. Schull 
ing, Beaver Crossing; George J. 
Warren, Red Cloud; George B. 
Arnold, Nebraska City; Col- 
onel L. Bradley, Douglas; My’ 
ron H. French, Utica; John R. 
Manners, Wahoo; Lester B. 


Mr. Willis Clark of the Lin- whose service record begins in 1902. Mapel, Wahoo. 
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This strange instrument is an 
early Gray telephone pay station 


"Twas 


eee 


on 
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. the telephone is not for public use. We cannot permit 


in an HOUR of Need 


CC uT I must get a doctor quickly! Please. 
I'll pay you for it, and it will only take 
a minute!” 
The pleading voice stopped, but the office 
man, in his chair, gave no sign of relenting. 
“IT am really sorry,” he answered, “but the 
telephone is not for public use. We cannot 
permit strangers to come in and tie up our fa- 


cilities. And your money, sir, does not inter- 
est us!” 


The man, standing outside the old-fashioned 
rail of the factory office, permitted his arm to 
drop dejectedly to his side. Sickness had 
stalked suddenly into his home; the doctor was 
far away. He had tried to summon aid and had 
failed. 

Perhaps it was the pitiable appeal in the man’s 
eyes, even more than his words, that caused the 
office man to relent. He abandoned his formal 
speech of refusal and motioned quickly inside the 
enclosure, toward the instrument upon the wall. 

“Hurry, then. It is an emergency,” he ad- 
mitted. 


Sickness and a mad _ search 
William Gray to the idea 


And William Gray, later the inventor of the 
first telephone pay station, hastened toward the 
telephone, new hope in his heart. 

It was in that anguished moment of necessity 
that an idea was born which later flourished 
into actuality, so that today in every community, 
wherever there are telephones, there are public 
telephone pay stations through whose slotted 
tops drop thousands of tons of coins annually. 

The conversation here related is fictitious, al- 
though there is no doubt that this brief, dra- 
matic episode, incidental to the birth of the pay 
station did occur. It was in the spring of 1888 
now a little more than forty-one years ago and 
it was the factory of William Spencer, now Bill- 
ings and Spencer, Hartford, Conn., into which 
William Gray hurried on that anxious day. 

It was not long afterward that he brought his 
inventive genius to bear on the problem of de- 
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strangers to come in and tie up our facilities!” 


It is a far cry from the early pay 
stations to this modern dial in- 
Strument. 


A tale of 
Forty years ago 


the COIN BOX was Born 


for a Telephone led worried 
for the first Pay Station 


veloping a receptacle for a telephone instrument 
which would unlock only upon insertion of a 
coin in the proper place. In this connection it 
is interesting to note that pre-payment service 
was thought of before post-payment service. 

It did not, at first, seem a difficult problem 
to him; he seems to have been endowed with 
a natural flair for mechanics and invention. He 
was born in Tariffville, Conn., December 17, 
1850, from which place his family moved to 
Boston where the senior Gray was engaged in 
bridge building. 

Ultimately Gray worked in a Boston drug 
store but soon abandoned this occupation tor a 
machine shop where his enthusiasm and imag 
nation were given impetus for his chosen life 
work. Later he moved to Hartford to work 
at first for the Colt Patent Firearms Manu- 
facturing Company. 


While in Hartford, his inventive mind was 
continually grasping and groping in various di- 
rections. So it was that he came to invent the 
universally used baseball catcher’s chest-pro- 
tector. His chief hobby was baseball and he 
was a constant follower of the early bearded 
nines that played on the old Ward Street 
grounds in Hartford. 

In those days there was a conspicuous absence 
of wire nettings to protect bystanders and the 
grandstand was yet to succeed the well-named 
bleachers. Sometimes the catcher missed the 
pitch and the result was an unpleasant jolt in 
the stomach. Gray made life worth living for 
the man behind the bat when he took his idea 
for an inflatable chest-protector to the Hartford 
Rubber Works. 

Strangely enough it was this invention that 
aided him later in getting him started in manu’ 
facturing his not-yet invented telephone pay 
station. For it was through his connection with 
the national game that he met Charles Soby, 2 
wealthy Hartford tobacco grower manufacturer, 
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merchant and baseball promoter, who helped 
him organize and finance the Gray Telephone 
Pay Station Company. 

Telephone companies at this time had, in sev- 
eral instances, installed what might be termed 
attended pay stations under the control of an 
attendant whose duty it was to collect for the 
use of the instruments. It was found, however, 
that with few 
exceptions the re- 
-ceipts from such 
attended tele 
phones were in- 
sufficient even 
to pay the salary 
of the attendant 
which might 
amount to $10.00 
a week. 


As Gray 
thought this over 
he came to the 
conclusion that 
if a locking de- 
vice could be ar- 
ranged so that a 
coin would have 
to be inserted to 
gain access to 
the telephone 
instrument, it 


vention. Although Soby was not mechanically 
inclined he at once saw the possibilities of the 
idea and proved his faith by personally furnish- 
ing the backing for Gray to carry on experi- 
mental work for the first three years. 

So perfectly does our present day pay station 
perform its function and it is so easily operated 
that it is difficult to believe its basic principles 
were hard to dis- 
cover. Yet Gray 
tried many 
schemes and 
plans that ended 
in heart-breaking 
failure. 

Finally one 
day at his work, 
he accidentally 
dropped a coin 
through his fing- 
ers; it fell against 
a small bell, 
there was a musi- 
cal tinkle, and 
like a flash the 
inventor had cap- 
tured the idea 
which was to 
bring success. 
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In his early at- 
tempts he had 


would allow the Heretofore a one-position switchboard has served the White House. developed an ar- 


telephone compa- 


Today a two-position switchboard of the latest design has made its 
appearance, and not only is the new board equipped with the most 


rangement that 


nies to install in- up-to-date apparatus for P. B. X. switchboards, but it also contains Would allow in- 
struments at con- many special circuits, which have been added to meet the needs of coming calls 


venient places 


the presidents office organization. 

and the dem: Most important of the stations which the new switchboard will serve 
and the demand é é ee <M eink ater 
is that in the private office of President Hoover. The innovation of 


without the de- 
posit of a coin. 


from the general a telephone on the president’s desk has worked out satisfactorily, The Operator 
public could be for the president uses his new handset telephone much as any other was called on this 
met. busy business man, and it is safe to guess that many personal in- station by insert- 


~cordi »  terviews between the president and his executives now take place 
Accordingly he betwee presi ee I 
over the telephone. 


built a contriv- 
ance and took it to New Haven to the offices of 
Morris F. Tyler, President of the Southern New 
England Telephone Company. And there two 
major objections were entered against the new 
invention. 

It was pointed out that with it a person might 
deposit a coin and then proceed to make as 
many calls as desired without payment, and 
further, in order for a person to receive a call 
at the public station it would be necessary to 
insert a coin to get the telephone. 

Gray was not discouraged at this news. He 
began to scout around for the capital that he 
lacked which would permit him to carry out the 
new plans which he already was formulating. 
He talked the matter over with Soby who had 
been much interested in the chest-protector in- 


ing a coin which 
unlocked the 
generator, but this model was rejected because 
frequently the Operator might not get the per- 
son called and there was no way of returning 
the money. 

Up to this time he had worked on a single- 
slot scheme for Local calls only, but socn he 
realized he would have to provide for Toll calls 
as well. Later he hit upon the plan of having 
the coin deposited upon the request of the Op- 
erator. This was managed by having the cus: 
tomer depress a lever with his elbow after he 
had deposited a coin, the lever causing a bell 
to ring. But this was rejected because the Op- 
erator could not hear the signals. 

And then the fatal coin slipped through 
Gray's fingers, giving him the scheme of placing 
a bell in the path of the coin. From this point 
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on the going seemed easier and the pay station 
was deemed practical. Accordingly the Gray 
Telephone Pay Station Manufacturing Company 
was formed. : 


But then appeared the problem of marketing 
the product of his genius. The telephone com- 
panies were skeptical about the public’s accept- 
ance of the device. Furthermore they were so 
much engrossed in their own battle to win cus- 
tomers for the young industry that there was 
not much time to devote to development of pub- 
lic pay stations. 


As a last resort the Gray Company made ar- 
rangements with several telephone companies 
to install and maintain such pay stations as were 
required, taking in return twenty-five per cent 
of the money collected. It was a gamble but 
it won! 

From the start the instruments earned what 
was then considered quite large sums of money 
and the result was that practically all telephone 
companies decided to buy the pay stations out- 
right. By 1893 there were many of the strange, 
cumbersome apparatuses scattered throughout 
the countryside and their growth in numbers 
and in revenue has steadily increased year by 


year. 
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Personals 


NEBRASKA City lady who planted an Easter 
A Lily bulb in the backyard and was re- 

warded by seeing it bloom is Mrs. George 
Arnold, wife of the manager at Nebraska City. 
Mrs. Arnold planted a bulb several weeks ago 
in a shaded spot in the yard, and a few days 
ago, two blooms appeared on the plant, as large 
as those which appeared earlier in the year. 
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M. T. Caster, plant superintendent, Lincoln, 
was appointed a member of the committee to 
form a state chapter of the National Safety 
Council, at a meeting held in Omaha, September 
18th, at the Fontenelle Hotel. Fifty men rep- 
resenting various state organizations and firms 
were in attendance at the National Safety Coun- 
cil meeting. 
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Mrs. May Dixon has resigned as night oper- 
ator at the Osceola exchange, and will soon leave 
for Geneva where she will accept a position at 
the State Industrial School. Mrs. Dixon was 
recommended by Mrs. D. A. Benson, member 
of the State Board of Control. 


A large crowd assembled at Landis field, Lincoln to witness the first annual baseball clash between Lincoln 
Telephones and Hastings Utilities, Saturday, August 24th. The score was 9-2 in favor of Lincoln. Below— 
Right: Jim Dudgeon, captain of the Hastings Utilities, is greeted by Jack Mankameyer, captain of the Lin- 
coln team as the Hastings team came on the field. Left to right: R. Scouberg, Hastings ; John Lahr, Hast- 
ings; L. C. Oberlies, Lincoln; L. Anderson, Lincoln; A. Hansen, Lincoln, and F. E. Behm, Lincoln. 
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Above: Hastings’ 
ball squad. The mem- 
bers of this team are 
employed by telephone, 
light, power and gas 
companies in Hastings. 


Left: The victors. The 

Lincoln team won the 

1929, Y. M. C. A. In- 

dustrial League cham- 

pionship. Their record, 

23 games won, 5 games 
lost. 
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New Switchboard Cutovers at 
Dwight and Panama 


WITCHBOARD cutover programs were effected 
S at both Dwight and Panama recently, the 
former taking place Saturday afternoon, 
August 31st, in the new quarters located in the 
hotel building at Dwight, and the latter Friday 
afternoon, August 9th, at Panama. 


The Dwight cutover represented the placing 
cf a new one position magneto switchboard. A 
total of 200 stations are served from this board. 
The interior of the new office quarters consists 
cf a switchboard room and business office, and 
living quarters. 


Mrs. Charles Kriz, is chief operator-cashier, 
being assisted by Ogla Stransky, operator and 
Dlasta Stransky, relief operator. The exchange 
is under the supervision of H. Knudson, local 
manager at Valparaiso. 


Panaria was the scene of the second cutover. 
A new cne position switchboard and central of- 
fice equipment has been installed. A total 
of 195 telephones are served from this board, 
including both city and rural stations. 

Mrs. Laura Haggard is chief operator-cashier 
at Panama. She is assisted by Mrs. M. May, re- 
lief operator. This exchange is supervised by 
Alex Giest of Bennet. The Panama office is 
located in the business section of the town. 
These installations were under the supervision of 
Jay Pugsley, installation foreman, Lincoln. 


This sweet little lady to the right is 
Mrs. Lucy Lyle, chief operator- cashier, 
at Elmwood. Below—left to right, front 
row: L. B. Maple, local manager, 
Seward, and Laura Douty, bookkeeper, 
Seward. Back row: George Miers, fore- 
man, farm line repair crew: Alex 
Noyes, troubleman, and E. F. Burke. 
safety first director, Lincoln. 


Here to the right are some 
more of the men who keep 
the telephone in good condi- 
tion for its patrons. These 
gentlemen are of Baldwin's 


farm line repair crew, 
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Lincoln Telephones Honored 


With Banquet 


In honor of their victory over the other teams 
of the Y. M. C. A. Industrial League, and 
Northwestern Bells, Omaha, the conquerors, 
better known as the Lincoln Telephones, were 
entertained at a banquet, at the Cornhusker 
Hotel, Friday evening, September 13th, 6:30 
p. m., given by M. T. Caster, plant superintend- 
ent, Lincoln. 


Present at the banguet were the members of 
the baseball team; representatives from five oth- 
er teams: The Burlington Railroad, the State 
House, Hardy’s Furniture Company, Globe 
Laundry, and the McGrew Machine Company: 
Lew Anderson, baseball manager for the victors; 
W. A. Luke, general secretary, Y. M. C. A; 
Cliff Cunningham, secretary, Industrial Baseball 
League; L. C. Oberlies, personnel director, Lin- 
coln; and M. T. Caster, who acted as toast- 
master. 


‘An Announcement 


The Silver Anniversary Revenue De- 
velopment Campaign came to a close as the 
October Lincoln Telephone News rolled 
off the press. A complete report of the 
campaign together with news and items of 
interest will appear in the November issue. 


These gentlmen below are all of the 
farm line repair crew. Seated they are: 
George Ward and Miles Gill. Standing: 
J. Aldritt, foreman, Scott Emigh, and 
Marion Ramsay. Whenever a hail or 
sleet storm injures the lines, these men 
rush to the defense and have the lines 
in good condition almost immediately. 


7 Pee 


Seated, left to right, they 

are: L. Ralph, and O, M. 

Baldwin, foreman. Standing: 

Sam Simpson, Dick Schuster, 

Harry Miller, and Bernard 
Hayes. 
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Telephone 


nounce that some very fine jingles have been 

sent to the editorial desk from the telephone 
family throughout the state: and from among these, 
the three best have been selected. The first two were 
submitted by Mrs. F. P. Eikenbary, chief-operator at 
Burr, and the third by Norman Ott of the Lincoln 
Addressograph department. Our Telephone Pest list 
is now complete and the staff feels you will agree that 
this is the peskiest list of pests ever published. 


le Lincoln Telephone News is very proud to an- 


The dame who acts as tho’. she owned the mint 
And “borrows” service without stint, 
Then says: “I'd like that telephone from off the 
wall. 
I can’t hear over it at all. 


About the worst pest of the lot 
Stands when tis either cold or hot 
And holds the line, while business waits, 
To knock the service and the rates. 
And remarks: “It surely would be fine 
If one could ever get the line.” 
And says in a disgruntled tone, 
“TI hardly ever use the telephone.” 


Now me, I rave and tear my hair 
And throw rare dishes in the air, 
And make a most unholy mess 
When someone softly answers, “Yes.” 
—Lincoln Telephone News. 


There’s still another pest 
I'd surely like to claw: 

The bloke who loudly sputters 
With a cud stuck in his jaw. 


---Rock Island. 


Sure—they're bad, but might be worse, 
I'm tellin’ you, I know! 


Pests 


Let's swat the bird who answers 
With that discourteous ‘“‘Hell-o.” 
—Railway Life. 


Of selfish pests the worst of all, 
Is surely, I opine, 
The one who has his steno call 
And bid you “Hold the line.” 
—Southern Telephone News. 


ok 


Yes, that would be a lot of fun, 
We all know that is true. 
But how about this other bird 
Who always says, ““Guess who?” 
—Missouri Pacific Magazine. 


But he who irks me worst of all— 
I wish he was in h 
That dizzy gink who answers 
With a sharp, pugnacious “Well?” 
—L. & N. Magazine. 
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And what about the boresome guy 
Who talks like someone’s sister, 
And always answers the telephone 
By calling himself Mister? 
—The Transmitter. 


Our neighbor's an imposing pest, 
I rate her worse than all the rest. 
Whenever we are home alone. 
She calls to use the telephone. 
—The Telephone News. 


The worstest thing of all, I think, 
(Is there no law again it?)— 
Is the bird who makes me gasp and blink, 
With “hold the wire a minute!” 
—Publication Unknown. 


TELEPHONE GIRLS AT COOK LIKE THE OUTDOORS 


—— 


Left: Meet Edith Gerking, operator: 


Madeline Townsend, 
Mable Arthur, day operator. Center: Here are 
. Ida Townsend, chief operator-cashier; Madeline Townsend. Edith 

Gerking, and Mable Arthur in front of the Cook exchange building. Right: This party w not “Mr but Miss 


operator: 


Madeline Townsend. 


Le 
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Recent Transfers and Promotions 


wire relations, Lincoln, reporting to the chief 

engineer, has been placed in charge of the 
fundamental toll plan study for the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company. In his new position he will 
report directly to the general manager. 


V A. RANDALL who has been in charge of foreign 


Carl Keester who for the past two years has been lo- 
cal manager at Beaver Crossing, has been transferred 
to Gresham succeeding D. Drier. Mr. Keester joined 
the ranks of the Company in 1910. He was first em- 
ployed at the warehouse in Lincoln. 


A. B. Waters, commercial representative, Lincoln, 
has been promoted to the position of contract manager 
for the Lincoln area which includes the towns of Lin- 
coln, College View, Havelock, and Waverly. Mr. 

faters started his telephone career in January, 1926, 
when he entered the Lincoln business office following 
his work in the University of Nebraska. For the past 
two years he has had charge of window and business 
office displays in addition to his regular duties. 


Louise Erdmann who for the past two years was 
employed by the C. r. Steckeberg Music Company 
as stenographer, has joined the general commercial 
department, Lincoln, taking the position vacated by 
Miss Flora Johnston. 


Flora Johnston, for several years secretary to former 
general manager, R. E. Mattison, and for the past two 
years a member of the general commercial department, 
has been transferred to the office of L. C. Oberlies, 
personnel director, Lincoln. 


R. C. Parsons, Lincoln business office, who has been 
office manager, has been appointed to the position of 
collection manager for the Lincoln area, which includes 
the exchanges at Lincoln, College View, Havelock 
and Waverly. 


Plant Department 


Plant Superintendent’s Office 


Harold L. Kipp, clerk, transferred as shopman, supply 
department, Lincoln. 


Construction Department 


Merle M. Nevins, groundman, Lincoln, transferred as 
groundman, Ashland. 


Lincoln District 


C. H. Harper, combinationman, Beaver Crossing, trans- 
ferred as combinationman, Friend. 


York District 


Will Roos, groundman, Fairmont, transferred as 
groundman, Waco. 


Carl Stalzer, groundman, Fairmont, transferred as 
groundman, Waco. 


Joe Bender, groundman, Fairmont, transferred as 
groundman, Waco. 


E. E. Baker, lineman, Fairmont, transferred as line- 
man, Waco. 


Kenneth Campbell, lineman, transferred, as lineman, 


Waco. 


Leonard Goold, lineman, Waco, transferred as lineman, 
Geneva. 


Traffic Department 

Freda Eitel, student operator, Lincoln, transferred as 
operator, Lincoln. 

Gertrude King, student, Lincoln, transferred as oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Maxita Keester, student, Lincoln, transferred as oper- 
ator, Gresham. 

Ruth Rodine, relief operator, Polk, transferred as line 
operator, Polk. 

Helen Claussen, operator, Hastings, transferred as line 
operator, Hastings. 

Dorothy King, student operator, Hastings, transferred 
as operator, Hastings. 

Theodora Ridgway, student operator, College View, 
transferred as operator, College View. 

Vern Frisby, relief operator, Stromsberg, transferred as 
night operator, Stromsburg. 

Vivian Walker, student operator, Milford, transferred 
as relief operator, Milford. 

Bessie Babcock, chief operator-cashier, Waverly, trans- 
ferred as chief operator, Rising City. 

Dorothy Dean, operator, Waverly, transferred as chief 
operator, Waverly. 

Marion Willett, student operator, Superior, transferred 
as Operator, Superior. 


“\ 


Louise Erdmann, general commercial department, Lincoln; V. A. Randall, in charge of fundamental toll 
plan studies, Lincoln; A. B. Waters, contract manager, Lincoln; Carl Keester, local manager, Gresham; 
and Flora Johnston, personnel department, Lincoln, 
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Out of the Mail Bag 


N the course of a telephone day occur numer- 
ous opportunities for service which are not 
always directly connected with the opera- 

tion of the exchange. Most of these never reach 
the attention of the public at 
large. Nevertheless certain 
exceptions do come to light, 
in personal letters or in the 
press. And this happens be- 
cause some individual feels 
strongly that the facts should 
be known—that there should 
be a more general apprecia- 
tion of the telephone business 
and those folks who are its 
representatives. 

The following comment 
is only one of the many we 
hold in our files, recently 
published by those who so 
splendidly represent the press 
and the public. We are in- 
deed sorry that the lack of 
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instructing the various organizations of young 


people. 


“IT wish that 25 years from now we might 
know the numbers whose lives have been 
saved and where suffering has been prevented 


John Sculling, manager at Greenwood 


space does not permit the for twenty years, has been transferred to 


publishing of others. 

‘It is a great pleasure to me 
and I believe a duty to have the public know of 
the splendid cooperation and assistance Mr. E. F. 
Burke of the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. is giving to the first aid work of the Amert- 
can Red Cross. He has given unstintingly of 
his time, as have all his assistants, in spreading 
the information concerning the course, in acting 
as demonstrators in community meetings, and in 


Beaver Crossing as manager. 


by the prompt action of the 
men whom Mr. Burke and his 
corps have trained. Judging 
from the efficiency which 
they have already shown, I 
am sure that it would be a 
large list and that the Lin- 
coln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. represented by their Mr. 
Burke and his splendid squad 
of helpers is doing real 
work in the interest of the 
public and in their inspiring 
support of the work of the 
American Red Cross.”—Dr. 
B. F. Bailey, Chairman Lan- 
caster County Red Cross 
Chapter. 


Births 
Mr. and Mrs. Lester R. 


Dillin, announce the birth of a baby boy on 
Saturday, August 31st. Mr. Dillin is manager 


at Osceola. 


A son, Walter Lee, was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Hartley, August 14th. Mr. Hartley is a 
member of the Lincoln engineering department, 
and the well-known art editor of the News. 


October Service Anniversaries 


Those with less than five years service not included 


Name— Date Town Margaret Hall ........ 
Job: Moorhead” eccicscesccnvscsen 0 oe beens Hastings Rose Riggs .............- 
R. H. Ojers ees 10%: 109.2: Nebr... City & B. Behm ............ 
WY oT, INDICE 0c iaiesicttnastranene 10-18-20.......... David City ‘ we ee 
J. H. Haberman.................... 1Oe Sel But Fairmont a ie “ai 
George W. Hansen .............. 10-16-19... Lincoln ahaa i aa a 
H.M. Miller oo... seen Tut cs ee Lincoln I- 5. Risser ............ 
Ruth Gump... cesses POAQ 3 occ aonies. Lincoln K. B. Cary.............. 
Grace Hathaway .................. OEY Gy <: eee Lincoln R. S. Baldwin ........ 
Mrs. Cleda Kendell............... 9a oe eee Lincoln F. .P; Darnold «03... 
Baar Tria DC ocasiccsucatecnasacrce ha ase A. eee Lincoln Arthur Albers .......... 
Wary IRIOCK wishetiveswsitlasceoe ae ee i ae Auburn H. C. Felton .......... 
Erma Hope Adams .............. OF We icant Peru. Chas. A. Gritzner... 
Jessie Ellen Brown................ 10216719 su Valparaiso. A. 5S. Keckler.......:.. 
Piorenhice Dishes sccscncowence. 102) eka k° eee ene Adams. —R,..L, Dalton........... 
PETE AVI OTT 1G Giscwtisoin wade ecu 10-16-20............ Elk Creek Matilda Buehler ..... 
Nivctle T TWle crc cousan, 10-16-24... Hastings Walter Stewart ....... 
Melanise Breault .................. 9 oe eS: Sa Hastings J. P. Gear .............. 
Pi AS TOTS CNS Bip acccicccesecesecces 10-16-06.......... Saronville Dora Schmidt ....... 
(Clerinda. Lake 5 ccseccndhacs Rte ie ys ere Superior BE. wi: Rosker «42. 
Anna F.. Parks casnwesninnces L012 Di vccriedismetan (sarrisen. “To Os Bure sett 
tad 


vicinus 1O«. Pollo u2cs.2. Lincoln 
geile ues 10- 2-23............... Lincoln 
Lo oS fie: 10- 1-1900........... Lincoln 
sdb haiuse 10+ F18in2cc.. Lineoln 
eniettonae. 5: 10-24-02 cic. Lincoln 
setae eVOH Mel Dissent: LAneoln 
saricasedte 10+ 921) 2c-n.. Lineoli 
eee 10- 4-20............... Lincoln 
ea ee 10-30-22............... Lincoln 
ateetdat -10-19-16............... Lincoln 
nidishteatas 10- 9-07............... Lincoln 
sae tia 2d 10° Te12:. ce. Lincala 
spicaperhiecnes 10-22-10.............. Lincoln 
Seiad oe 10-13-19... Auburn 
eeabewnstGeck 10-27-14.............. Beatrice 
eticseusueicae 10-20-20.............. Beatrice 
eee eee 10- 1-12.............. Fairbury 
ee en eee 10- 1-23.............. Fairbury 
Stinbseruenties 10- 1-O1............ Wymore 
Soper oes 10- 1-16............ Hastings 
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the average man is ever 

looking upward and on- 
ward. He wants to do bet- 
ter in many things—includ- 
ing work, play, morals, do- 
mestic life, saving money, 
and the development of his 
mind and body—and so he 
makes resolutions. 

His resoluting is usually scheduled to go into effect 
the first day of the week, the month, or the year. 
All goes beautifully for a day or two, and then there 
is a terrible crash. And a perfectly new and beautiful 
resolution lies in ruins, with nobody to sweep up the 
pieces. 

After he recovers from the shock, he decides to start 
all over again beginning next week, next month, or 
next year. His condition is something like the man 
who at a revival meeting, was asked: “Brother are 
you a Christian?” Brother replied, “I guess so, I have 
been converted seven times.” 

Will it take that many times for us to whip “Old 
Man Accident?” Not so with the construction force. 
A month has rolled around without an accident. So 
far this year they have had but three lost time accidents 
marked up against them. A splendid record. How 
do they do it? By putting their resolutions into force 
whether it be Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday. 


fk is undoubtedly true that 


_F. M. Butterfield and crew have completed the farm 
line repair jobs of both Raymond and Malcolm. 


The following crews are busy providing additional 
toll circuits between Lincoln, Beatrice, Wymore and 
Marysville and rerouting the toll lead between Beatrice 
and Wymore: Foreman D. R. Smith, Lincoln: Foreman 
T. R. DeWolf, Cortland; Foreman L. Hodge, Beatrice: 
and Foreman Woodward at Wymore. The work will 
consist in placing 340 poles, 2,454 cross-arms, 32 miles 
of iron wire, and 367 miles of copper wire. 


Above: Tecumseh farm repair 

crew. Foreman Gray and his trus- 

tees had no time to stop and pose 
for this picture. 


Below:The scene of the construction gang’s 


Lincoln 


structing 


Bousch, 


Plant Progress 
By Thad Cone 


Construction Department 


man, and George W. 
Hansen, 
construction 
department, 


To the right is the 

toll tree 

trimming gang — I. 

Mike = An- 

thony and L. Dona- 
hue. 


Tecumseh 
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Because of highway im- 
provements west of Hastings, 
Foreman McDowell and crew 
are busy moving 4 miles of 
pole line. 


On they go! Foreman H. 
Studier and crew are in Nel- 
son repairing the town plant 
and heavier rural lines. 


H. Moss and crew are in Wahoo working on Esti- 
mate No. 2883 which covers the cost of distributing 
plant rearrangements to reduce cable congestion. They 
are also busy repairing 13 miles of the heavier rural 
lines. 


ate 
: 


City Foreman Boyles reports that his crews are com- 
pleting toll cable replacement and extensions and con- 
solidations of paralleling leads on North 14th Street, 
Lincoln. 


J. A. McKinzie reports the completion of all lighter 
farm line repair jobs in the Lincoln district with the 
exception of Davey job No. 78 which will be com- 
pleted within the next few wecks. 


Estimate No. 2658, Colon, change to metallic service 
has been completed by Foreman Cruickshank at 
Wahoo. The work was handled under the supervision 
of the Lincoln district manager. Foreman Cruickshank 
is now working on Estimate No. 2674 Ithaca, change 
to metailic service. 


ale 


Estimate No. 2644 Murdock, change to metallic 
service has been completed by Foreman A. B. Smith 
and Mr. Smith is now working on Estimate No. 2698 
Murdock town repairs. Both of these jobs have been 
under the supervision of the Lincoln district manager. 


Above: The old 109 with Foreman L. C. 
Hazen and his gang repairing farm lines at 
Sterling. Left to right: Foreman Hazen, 
Tom Good, H. Garris, J. Davidson, and I. 


D. Hazen. 


In the oval above are 
labor. Albert Lilly, ground- 


foreman, 


recon- 


manhole. 
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Mable Anderson, assistant chief operator, Har- 
vard, enjoying her vacation at Horkey’s park, 
Crete. These fair damsels above are Marguerite 
Phillips, new stenographer in the treasurer's 
ofjice, Lincoln, and Betty Seaton, who has 
been helping her dad, Guy O. Seaton, manager 
of the securities department, Lincoln. On the * 
right is Lavee Mills, College View, operator. ay 
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News From The Exchanges 


iss Laverne Kastens, operator 
M of the Syracuse traffic de- 

partment had the misfortune 
of receiving a fractured spine and 
severe wounds on her head in an 
auto accident which occurred on the 
first day of her vacation. She is 
recovering nicely and every one 
hopes she will be back at work 
soon. She has the telephone 
family’s sympathy, for it is agreed 
upon by all that it is an unpleasant 
way to spend one’s vacation. 


Mary McCaig, relief operator of 
the Elmwood exchange, returned to 
her work after spending her vaca- 
tion, the fore part of September, in 
western Nebraska and Nebraska 
City. 


Mr. and Mrs. Everett Way and 
daughter, Mary Elizabeth, spent 
their vacation the latter part of Sep- 
tember in the Black Hills and in 
Yellowstone park. Mrs. Way is 
chief operator at Surprise. 


Frank Nevitt, first class combina- 
tion man, Nebraska City, enjoyed 
a two weeks vacation in August 
with friends at Columbus and Lin- 
coln. 


The day girls of the Fairbury 
office enjoyed a picnic at Riverside 
Park, Beatrice, on August 21st. 


A Ghai dang AYU CALL AN Ly 


After a lovely picnic supper at the 


park they attended the movies at 
the Rivoli Theater and report a 
grand midnight ride home. 


On Wednesday, August 28th, a 
group of girls from the Beatrice ex- 
change enjoyed, at the Chautauqua 
park, a fried chicken supper with all 
the trimmings. Those present were: 
the Misses Helen Grunewold, line 
operator; Ethel and Catherine 
Heckathorn, operators, Ann Hert- 
zel, operator; Adelaide Howard, as- 
sistant chief operator; Margaret 
Grunewald, line operator; Vey War- 
ren, operator; Argyle Langdale, sup- 
ervisor and clerk; Verda Ines, op- 
erator; Frances Benedix, student op- 
erator; Ogla Kennedy, operator and 
Martha Marvin, operator. After the 
picnic part of the group attended 
the Bonham theater seeing “The 
Pagan”; while the others had a 
good time at the Jefferson Fair. 


Leslie Prince combinationman, 
Lincoln, returned, August 19th, 
from a two weeks visit with rela’ 
tives at O'Neill and Valentine. 


Miss Lulu) Conover, operator, 
Blue Springs, returned recently 
from a two weeks vacation spent in 
Colorado, where she visited Denver, 
Boulder and other points of inter 
est. 
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An Appreciation of Service 

The chief operator at Burr, Mrs. 
F. P. Eikenbary, says she doesn’t 
know whether its appreciation of 
service or Just kindheartedness on 
the part of the patrons; but what- 
ever the prompting motive, the of- 
fice force at Burr was most pleas- 
antly remembered during the sum- 
mer with donations of fresh vege- 
tables, fruit and flowers. Long past 
the strawberry season, telephone 
patrons presented them with a pan 
full of delicious strawberries of the 
ever-bearing variety. One patron 
sent a peck of apples, and another 
enough grapes to make the winter 
supply of jelly. “Say It With Flow- 
ers’ is well applied in Burr, for the 
exchange received not less than 50 
bouquets of garden flowers during 
the summer months. 


Telephone folks are sorry to learn 
that G. W. “Dad” Donley of the 
general repair shop, Lincoln, is suf- 
fering from a fractured shoulder 
received from a fall at the Ideal gar- 
age where his son, C. C. Donley, 
trattic engineer, stored his car. 
“Dad” came in with his arms full 
of packages and not seeing the 
greasing apparatus in the dim light, 
he stumbled and fell, fracturing his 
shoulder. Reports indicate that he 
is doing very well, however, and we 
hope that he will soon be able to 


be back with us again. 
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Above are three hand- 
some Lincolnites: Bert 
Overcash and Lawrence 
Hearson, both clerks 
in the plant superin- 
tendent’s office, and 
Fred Hall, transporta- 
tion clerk. 
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Meet some Lincoln tennis fans! Le}t 


to right: Dewey Nelson, accounting 
department; Glen Melson, Joe 
Hartley, and Rayburn Irwin, engt- 
neering department; Norman Ott, 
addressograph department; Lloyd 
Campbell, directory supervisor; and 
George Dobson, engineering depart- 
ment. In the circle is J. W¥. Enearl, 
secretary of the Nucholls Telephone 
Company. Mr. Enearl has been with 
the telephone company 21 years. 
He states that there were 800 tele- 
phones in 1908, while today in seven 


Charles Dickenman, local man- 
ager, Beatrice, is back on duty aft- 
er having an attack of “flu.” 


Russell Rauch, auto serviceman, 
Lincoln garage, spent a_ pleasant 
vacation visiting friends and rela- 
tives at Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Mrs. Martha Borin, chief opera- 
tor-cashier, Ceresco, and children, 
Betty and Bobby returned Septem- 
ber Ist from a ten day vacation 
spent at the home of Mrs. Borin’s 
parents in Lincoln. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Eldon Totten 
spent their vacation with Mrs. Tot- 
ten’s parents the fore part of Sep- 
tember, in western Nebraska and at 
Holyoke, Colorado. Eldon, who is 
employed in the switchroom, Lia- 


coln, says that “is sure some place 
to fish.” 


C. E. Sikes, who has been with 
the Western Electric Company dur- 
ing the summer, returned to work 
in the switchroom September Ist. 
He will be with the Company dur- 
ing the school year. 


Mrs. Freona Patterson, operator, 
Havelock, visited her brother in 
Ashville, North Carolina, during 
her vacation the latter part of 
August. 


exchanges there are 1,600. 


W. S. Ralson, of the Lincoln 
switchroom, spent two weeks vaca- 
tion the middle of September, at 
his home in Grand Island. 


The Messers. Harry and Carl 
Palmquist, switchmen at the South 
office, Lincoln, spent their vaca- 
tion the first two weeks in Septem- 
ber, visiting various points in Jowa. 

Miss Lavee Mills of the traffic 
department, College View, will re- 
sume her studies at the University 


of Nebraska this fall. 


Byron Tullis of the Lincoln sup- 
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Kichoff, 


In the oval Laura Sires, 
and Richard Spohn, ac- 
department, 
Above: G. B. 
Smith and 
dock. Lester Thimgan, Dan 

Larry Madigan, Floyd Hite, Otto 
2 eS Buck, Frank Coleman, A. B. Smith, Paul Hed- 
Ts ee rick, and Paul Guelker. Right: Miss Clara 
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These happy ladies are 
Gladys Wahl, stenog- 
rapher in the district 
manager's office, and 
Mildred Bohner, 
stenographer in chief of 
service office, Lincoln. 


ply department office will return to 
the University of Nebraska this fall, 
resuming his classes in the College 
of Dentistry where he will be a 
senior. 


Mrs. Florence Tatman of the Lin- 
coln supply department, vacationed 
the latter part of September, in 
Los Angeles, California, visiting 
friends and relatives. While there 
she called upon Mrs. Homer Lem- 
mon formerly Lula Wilson of the 
supply department. 


crew at Mur- 


Jones, accounting department, Lincoln, on her vacation at Manitou, 
Colorado. 
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Mrs. E. P. Eikenbary, chief op- 
erator at Burr, spent her two weeks 
vacation, beginning August 16th, in 
Lincoln, Sterling, Talmage and 
Syracuse. 


Mrs. Edith Landergreen, chief 
Operator at Greenwood and Miss 
Lillian Schulling operator, called at 
the Beaver Crossing office the after- 
noon of August 29th. 


May Kenyon, local operator, Har- 
vard, is enjoying a two weeks vaca- 
tion at present. 


R. Green, combinationman, Lin- 
coln, returned August 19th, from 
a two weeks vacation spent at Lake 


Okoboji. 


Here we have 


Rilla Troyer 


Clinton, the “Clinton family’s pride and joy. 


Grace Hauschildt, accounting department, Lin- 
coln, taken while on her vacation in Chicago; 
a yi R. L. Clinton, manager at Exeter and the 


Buggy; and Patricia and Francis 


“Curly” Gardner, ‘trouble shoot- 
er, at Dunbar and Talmage spent 
a ten day vacation at home and 


with relatives at Tarkio, Missourt. 


Mary Turner was employed in 
the traffic department at Fairbury, 
September Ist, to fill the vacancy 
made by Dorothy Brown who has 
taken up training in the Champe 
Beauty parlor. 

x Ok 

Miss Leona Ferguson and Irene 
Hobbs, of the Syracuse traffic de- 
partment, spent their vacation the 
first of September, visiting relatives 
and friends at Nebraska City and 
Lincoln. 


Miss Ruth Straka is the new stu- 
dent opeiator at Havelock, taking 


G. Foster, construction foreman, Lincoln; the Misses 
and Madeline Armstrong, supply department, [Lin- 
coln: Elmer Scherer oj the construction department, Lincoln: and 


the new general office messenger, Donald Nelson, 


oC 
i) 
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the place vacated by Miss Grace 
Nilsson, a teacher in the Havelock 
schools. 


Willard Kastens, combinationman 
of the Syracuse exchange left on 
his vacation the middle of Septem- 
ber, for the Black Hills, the Bad 
Lands, Yellowstone Park, and 
points in Colorado. 


“Fritz” Johnson, ‘trouble shoot- 
er at Nebraska City, with two of 
his pals, Charles Slack and Victor 
Hoeman, enjoyed a ten days fish- 
ing trip in September at Ottertail, 
Minnesota. 


Mrs. Bertha Sharpe, chief opera- 
tor at Beatrice, is back on duty aft- 
er enjoying a delightful vacation 
the fore part of September, visiting 
friends at Denver and other Colo- 
rado points. 

a 

Henry Zimmerman, combination- 
man, Lincoln, returned August 
19th, from Hastings and Grand Is- 
land where he visited with relatives. 

Katherine Hohnstein, chief op- 
erator, Harvard, spent part of her 
vacation at Lincoln, from August 
29th to September 2nd, visiting her 
brother. 

Clyde Wedgewood, the su 
department midget has resigne 
return to school. 


Edwin Helm, janitor at Syra- 
cuse, spent his vacation visiting 
rclatives in Kansas City, Mo. 


Right is James Phil- 
lip Mercier, nephew 
of Nadine Mercier. 
Below, Susane Cul- 
bertson, Mary Jane 
Culbertson and their 
dad, D. H. Culbert- 
son, manager, at 


McCool. 


- 


Left is R. R. Helm, 
manager, Syracuse, 
on a fish fry near 
Hale, Mo. Left: Vir- 
ginia Mae and baby 
Dorothy Jean Lit- 
trell, children of 
Paul Littrell, line- | 
man at Nelson. 


* 


Edna Kar- 
nopp, comp- 
tometer oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 


Mr. Harold Cunningham and Gerald B. Caywood, apprentice turned from Claremont, Oklahoma, 
family spent their vacation the lat-  gwitchman at “M” office Lincoln, where she visited with relatives. 
ter part of August motoring is spending a week’s vacation in mk 
through South Dakota, Wyoming — Kansas City. 
praetor ectae eta a oe Nebraska City, with Mrs. Arnold 
TELL. 6a Senden tie ad Ray Munden, a former supply and _ his son, raping aan a two 
the mew Ford ssorked- tine all the department employe, is now mak- weeks vacation the first of Septem: 
way. ing his home at North Platte where ber visiting relatives at Hebron, 

er he has purchased a dairy farm. Fairbury, Lincoln, and Beatrice. 
Telephone folks will miss Ray and ae 

The College View girls wandered are indeed sorry to lose him, but Mrs. Myrna D. Young, chief op- 
off to the woods September 12th good luck in his new venture goes tor at Havelock, returned Sep- 
for a “weiner roast.” A good time, ; erator a : p- 
was enjoyed by all esate th with him from all. tember lst, from a vacation spent 

S : ¢ A e - : 
campfire, roasting marshmallows in Colorado. 
and telling stories till the ‘‘wee 
hours of September 13th.” 


mam Above is Nadine 
Mercier, operator 
at Nelson. 


G. B. Arnold, local manager at 


Miss Inez Clark, Beaver Cross- eS ome 
ing, night operator, left September Miss Leola Deming has been 
- for Johnstown where she spent employed as a student operator at 

ee a few days. Syracuse. 

| All should notice the good look- a ee kk 

Oo “+7 — nig : . ; > Z . 
sa ave oon a 00 entering Miss Odilla Kyckelhahn, super- Miss Mary Abbott, . Nebraska 
2 Paving avelock. according ee soa ioad ; 
- nae ge . o according visor of service board, Lincoln, re- City, local and toll operator, spent 

. avelo r a , neds 
i Sui C ex her vacation with triends 
change, for none other i | 
in Omaha. While there 


than Mr. A. S. Keckler, isi 

the local manager, was th ater a iy 
chairman of the design- Rs Rs a rake 
ing and placing commit- bias aod Sor 
ep Gh Pose lene tor Fhe the Paramount Theaters. 


Havelock Lion’s club. 


Y/ 


Meet these charming young telephone ladies— Left: 

Leona Ferguson, operator, Syracuse; above—Ruth 

Stroka, student operator, Havelock; and Grayce 

Stevens, chief operator at Polk who recently became 

Mrs. Lloyd Hahn. On the left is Mildred With, traf- 
fic supervisor, Beatrice. 
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Also Stand Sitting 


* IT can do two things at once.” 
“Which?” 
“TIT can read writin’.” 


Victim 
Wife: (showing husband ex- 
pensive fur coat) “One really can’t 
help but feel sorry for the poor 
thing that was skinned for this.” 
Carl Ahl: “I appreciate your 
sympathy.” 


A Telephone Conversation 

“Hello. Who is this speaking, 
please?” 

“Watt.” 

“What's your name?” 

“Watt's my name.” 

“Yes, what's your name?” 

“My name is John Watt.” 

“John what?” 

“Yes. Are you Mr. Jones?” 

“No. Im Knott.” 

“Will you please tell me your 
name then?” 

“Will Knott.” 

“Why not?” 

“My name is Knott.” 

*“Not what?” 

But the answer was drowned in a 
series of explosive sounds and to 
the next party the operator re- 
ported the line out of order. 


Advice For Ex-School 
Teachers 
The Bride (at The 


telephone): 
“Oh, Kenneth, 
do come home. 
I've mixed the 
plugs some way. 
The radio is all 
covered with 
frost and the 
electric ice box 
is singing, “I 
wonder What's 
Become of 
Sally.” 


American 
Visitor: Why 
don't they show 
acomedy in 
stead of this 
scenic? 

His English 
Host: Oh, t 
never show 
comedies at the 
cinema in Eng- 
land on Satur- 


day night. They are afraid they'll 
cause laughter in the churches the 
next morning. 


“And they call America the land 
of free speech,” said the disgusted 
Scotchman when the telephone op- 
erator told him to put a nickel in 
the box.—American Boy. 


“Fill her up,” said the absent- 
minded motorist to the waiter, as he 
parked himself in the restaurant 
with his sweetie—Boston Trans- 
cript. 


No Time to Wait 

A drunk was passing a subway 
excavation when he stopped for a 
moment and called down to the 
man in the pit: “Shay, whatcha 
doin?” 

“We're building a subway,” one 
of the laborers replied. 

“How long is it goin’ take to 
build it?” promptly inquired the 
drunk. 

“Eight years,” was the response. 

“Eight years? (hic). To ‘ell 
with it. Ill take a taxicab!"—Yel- 
low Strand. 


‘Arry: “Heard of the latest in 
poisons?” 


Plane: “No. What is it?” 


“Arry: “Airplane poisoning. One 
drop is usually sufficient.” 


aS 


Lecturer: “Cleopatra is one of 
the most remarkable figures in all 
history. 


Reporter (pausing in his notes): 
“Is or had?” 


Papa Got Even 
“Papa?” asked the little boy, 
“why does Fido wag his tail so 
much?” 
“That's a means of expression, 
son, replied the parent. 
“But, Papa, that isn’t a means: 
its an end. Ouch, Papa _ that 
hurts.”-—-Pennsylvania Punch Bowl. 


Sophistication 

A father took his little boy, Billy, 
to the park, and there the young- 
ster saw a stork among other in- 
teresting exhibits. The boy seemed 
to be greatly interested in the stork, 
and looked at him as long as he 
could. Then, turning to his father. 
he said disappointedly: “Gee, 

Daddy, he never recognized me!” 

ar ee 
Always Obliging 

A lay preacher was lost in the 
happy selection of his text, when 
he repeated in vigorous accents of 
pleading: “Brothers and sisters, at 
the last day there are going to be 
sheep and there are going to be 
goats, who's go- 
he 


Four Horsemen From Mars ng to be t 


of the Lincoln Telephone News. 


sheep and who's 
going to be the 
goats?” 
AS61467 ¥ 
Irishman who 
had been sitting 
in the back of 
the church lis- 
tening attentive- 


ly, rose and 


“Orll be the 
goat. Go on and 
tell the joke.” 


Little Willie: 
“Mamma, is 
papa going to 
heaven when he 
dies?” 

Mother: 
“Why. son, who 
put such an ab- 


For further particulars concerning this picture see page ten of the August issue surd idea into 


your head?” 
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THE RED CROSS 


in every 
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of need 


America’s aid 


Annual Roll Call Nov. 11-28 


November 


November's sky is chill and drear 
November's leaf is red and sear. 


—Scott. 


N THIS brief article we wish to chronicle some 
of the historical events in the life of our Na- 
tion which had their beginnings in Novem- 


ber. 


Five presidents of the United States were born 
in this month—Warren G. Harding, James Kk. 
Polk, James A. Garfield, Franklin Pierce and 
Zachary Taylor. 


Three outstanding characters of the literary 
world were also born in this month: Joaqiun 


Miller, William Cullen Bryant and Mark Twain. 


This month marks the admittance to the 
Union of the following states: North and South 
Dakota, Montana and Washington. 


November 11th is the date of the signing of 
the Armistice which brought to a close the great 
World War. 

The first Thanksgiving Day was commemor- 
ated in November, 1620. 

The birthday of Colonel Charles A. Lind- 
bergh is traced back to this month. Colonel 
Lindbergh is the young man of the famous At- 
lantic crossing event in the aeroplane, “the 
Spirit of St. Louis.” 


Telephone history comes in for its share of 
November events, for in this month the first 
telephone exchanges were opened in Arkansas at 
Little Rock, and in Alabama at Mobile, both in 
the year of 1879. 


November 26, 1876, marks the date of the 
first long distance conversation, when Alexander 
Graham Bell talked from Boston to Salem. 


SS EEE 


An Announcement 


EGINNING with the Decem- 
ber issue of the Telephone 
News, there will appear on the 
inside front cover the first of a 
series of articles under the head, 
“Non-Technical Talks on Tech- 
nical Subjects.” These talks 
will be given by a member of 
the Plant Department. The 
first story will tell about a lo- 
cal battery subscriber set. 
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Weather 
Flying 
and the 
Telephone 


‘TLypewriter 


By GEORGE G. BREED 


10:30 on its morning trip from San Fran- 

cisco to Los Angeles. From a network of 
weather observing stations to the south came 
reports of an unbroken blanket of fog, extend- 
ing all the way to the hills that form the south- 
ern end of the San Joaquin Valley. 


While it was possible to fly under the fog as 
far as the hills, it would eventually be necessary 
to climb through it to get over them. As the 
top of the blanket was 
estimated to be about 
2,600 feet, this meant \ 
climbing through 2,000 — 1 
feet of “pea soup.” This la ste ht RE, 
is always a risky proce- MiRacss 
dure and one which no “svtesr 2 eS 
pilot likes to undertake 2.2 72 3.5% 
with a large ship and pas- 
sengers. 

At 10:15 there was no 
improvement in the situa- 
tion. The pilot faced the 
unpleasant alternatives of 
ploughing through the 
fog or breaking the sched- 
ule. 

Five minutes before 
time to take off word 
came that the fog bank 
was breaking in the up- 
per Santa Clara Valley. 
Successive reports showed 
continued improvement. 
It was the “break” the 
pilot needed, and gave 
him an opening through 
the fog and a safe pas- 
sage over the mountains. 


T" big air liner was scheduled to leave at 
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From the tape of a telephone typewriter the 
W eather Bureau at Hadley Field, New Brunswick, 
N. J. keeps an up-to-the-minute record of condi- 

tions elsewhere along the airway. oun.” 
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Map showing the series of stations where flyers may obtain daily 


weather reports. 


Weather is the chief foe of the pilot in his 
effort to achieve the two essentials of practical 
commercial flying,—safety and a rigid schedule. 
The progress in “blind” flying has done much 
to minimize the effect of the elements, but they 
will unquestionably exercise a potent influence 
upon aircraft operations for some time to come. 


Better than weapons to battle with the ele- 
ments is a foreknowledge of where and how 
they will strike. This is 
the principle that has con- 
trolled development along 
important airways of the 


A United States, producing 


weather reporting systems 
comparable to a human 
nervous system in its 
speed of operation, flext- 
bility, simplicity and ca- 
pacity to transmit “stim- 
uli” from any point in a 
widespread network. 

It is such a system that 
told the pilot at the Oak- 
land Airport, an hour 
before he took off, of the 
solid fog bank south of 
him. It was such a sys- 
tem that, five minutes be- 
fore take-off time, de- 
tected the rift in the fog, 
got the information to 
him in time for him to 
keep his schedule, and ad- 
vised him of successive 
developments up to the 
moment he “gave her the 


| AIRWAY WEATHER REPO 
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The weather reporting 
network between San 
Francisco and Los Angeles 
was established as an ex- 
periment through the co- 
operative action of the 
Weather Bureau, the 
Daniel Guggenheim Fund 
for the Promotion of 
Aeronautics and the 
Pacific Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. A 
network of observing sta- 
tions was laid out and in- 
terconnected by the most 
efficient communication 
system that could be de- 
vised. This system has 
since been taken over by 
the Airway Division of 
the Department of Com- 
merce. 


Similar systems have 
been established along 


airway through the co- 
operation of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and the New Jersey Bell, 
Ohio Bell and Illinois Bell and the Long Lines 
Department of the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, while an even more ex- 
tensive system has been put in operation for the 
Transcontinental Air Transport along its air- 
rail route across the continent. 


In all these networks the telephone typewrit- 
er circuits are the nerves that connect the vital 
centers for collecting and distributing the in- 
formation so vital to those who take the air. 

The nature of the communication system in 
operation may be illustrated by a description 
of that along the New York-Cleveland route, 
which is typical. 

Near the hangars at Hadley Field, two 
Weather Bureau men send up balloons to de- 
termine the ceiling and wind conditions in the 
upper air; obtain, from an anemometer, the 
velocity and direction of the wind near the 
ground; note cloud conditions, field conditions, 
—anything that a flyer may want to know about 
the situation in that vicinity. 

In their office is a telephone typewriter with 
a local circuit to the Department of Commerce’s 
radio station at the field. Seating himself at this 
machine, one of the Weather Bureau men types 
out the information they have just collected. 
Similar information is sent to the radio station 
from a Weather Bureau office at the Newark 

Airport over the same circuit. 
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At a quarter before 
every hour the radio op- 
erator mans another tele- 
phone typwriter and be- 
gins typing the informa- 
tion sent in by the local 
meteorologists. All the 
way to Cleveland the in- 
formation rolls out on the 
tape of machines located 
at various landing fields 
along the route. In less 
than a minute every sta- 
tion, — Northampton, 
Bellefonte, Mercer and 
many others,—knows all 
about weather and other 
conditions at the New 
York terminus of the air- 
way. 

As Hadley Field fin- 
ishes its message, the ob- 
server at Northhampton, 
the next field westward, 


f TL “a = : 
A telephone ty pewriter enables each Weather Bu picks up the thread and 
fe Vel reau Office along the airway to give a flyer about 
the ew OrK-UCHDICASO tg take off complete information on weather con- 


ditions ahead of him. 


types out the meteoro- 
logical data collected at 
his station. Within fif- 
teen minutes every one of the thirteen stations 
along the airway has information, accurate and 
detailed, on matters affecting aviation at every 
other landing field. Whatever his destination, 
the pilot about to take off from any of these 
points has up-to-the-minute information on what 
is ahead of him. 

It is still necessary to get the information to 
planes in flight. 

In the radio stations at Hadley, Bellefonte and 
Cleveland are long wave radio telephone trans- 
mitting sets. Every half hour these stations 
“go on the air,” relaying to planes the infor- 
mation given on the telephone typewriter tape. 
The pilot in the vicinity of Hadley Field will 
hear something like this: ‘This is Station WWU, 
Airways Communication Station located at New 
Brunswick, N. J., broadcasting weather. It is 
now ten seconds after eleven o'clock. Hadley 
weather: clear, light haze; ceiling, 8,000; visi- 
bility, seven; wind southeast, seven: temperature, 
fifty-one; barometer, thirty point fifty-six; field, 
soft.” 

The radio operator continues with similar 
information on conditions elsewhere along the 
airway. Each station uses a separate wave 
length. As their ranges overlap, a pilot is al- 
ways able to pick up at least one of the stations. 

The system along the Cleveland-Chicago leg 
of the airway is practically identical. The serv- 
ice on the Pacific Coast links a number of ob- 
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serving points along the principal airway be- 
tween San Francisco and Los Angeles, while the 
telephone and the telegraph link these points, in 
turn, with other observing points in such a way 
that every point in the heavens along a wide 
belt between the two cities is under constant 
scrutiny from eyes whose “nerve-centers” are 
the reporting stations along the airway. 


The layout for the Transcontinental Air 
Transport is the most extensive communication 
system of this kind yet undertaken by an airway 
operating company. This company operates 
a train-plane service from coast to coast. The 
trip from New York is made over the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad as far as Columbus, O. Here a 
plane takes off for Waynoka, Okla., where con- 
nection is made with a Santa Fe train. This 
train, in turn, connects with a plane at Clovis, 
N. M., which completes the trip to Los Angeles. 


A telephone typewriter circuit connects 
Columbus and Waynoka and _ intermediate 
points, at each of which are weather observing 
stations. These points are also collecting sta- 
tions for information obtained by meteorological 
stations off the main route, their reports being 
sent in over the telegraph lines of the railroads 
or by telephone. Thus the flier along this air- 
way has full information on conditions over a 
wide strip on each side of his course. At vari- 
ous points along the route Department of Com- 
merce and Transccntinental Air Transport radio 
telephone stations transmit the information to 
planes in flight. A similar system is in opera- 
tion between Waynoka and Los Angeles. 


The principal purpose of the telephone type- 
writer circuits in these networks is, of course, 
the exchange of meteorological data. As the 
transmission of this information consumes only a 
part of the time, the circuit is available for many 
other uses. It handles rapidly the innumer- 
able administrative matters of the organizations 
concerned with airway maintenance. It gives 
the transport company the same close control 
of operations that it would have if they were all 
conducted at a single airport. It expedites hand- 
ling of the mails and express by transmitting 
information in advance of arrival, as to quan’ 
tity, weight and distribution of shipments. 

These telephone typewriter networks are but 
the first of a number of systems that will eventu- 
ally parallel the principal airways of the United 
States. Their importance to air transport oper- 
ations can scarcely be over-estimated. 

Just why such channels of communication are 
important will be evident from an analogy be- 
tween automobiling and flying. The auto- 
mobilist starting out through unknown country 
needs information on road conditions. He gets 
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it from auto maps, automobile associations of- 
fices and so forth. 


The pilot likewise needs information on his 
road conditions. Bad bumps on a country road 
may shake the automobilist up. Bad bumps 
along an aerial road may mean a “washout” for 
the flyer. 

Maps and other information available to 
aviators give them much that is useful. But with 
weather conditions changing from hour to hour, 
only the most rapid and flexible means of com- 
munication can keep them accurately informed 
on that most vital subject. 


ale ale al ate ate 
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Our Central 


Get over that idea that central’s job’s a snap, 

She has to work right steadily—with not much time 
to nap, 

And if she doesn’t answer you—right Johnny-on-the- 
spot, 

Please wait for just a moment—she’s busy like as not. 

Too many of our subscribers get impatient right away 

And don’t give “Central” half a chance to say what 
she has to say. 

Please let me give you a little advice—wait a second 
or two 

Cause standing there and shaking the hook delays no 
one but you. 


—-By Anna Shimoneck, operator, Wilber. 


“What A Telephone Will Do” 


A telephone in your home at any price, 

An Extension upstairs—Oh, how nice! 

Will give you more enjoyment in life 

And save many steps for daughter and wife. 


If unexpected company comes for dinner, that’s O. K. 
And again your telephone takes the bouquet, 
You call your grocer for just what you need, 
And it will be delivered at your door, indeed. 


And for your friends recipes to make, 

The much praised Puddings and Cakes, 

A call on the Telephone to you will bring, 
The directions to make these—just for a ring. 


If at college a hundred miles away, 

You get homesick most any day, 

You will find Night Rates are specially for this, 
At Eighty-thirty call home; Will you feel better? Yes! 


If you have something to sell that is fine 

Your operator will give a line-call at ten cents a line, 
Then see how your customers will fall in line, 

And you will sell your wares in no time. 


If your house is on fire and you think, 

‘It sure will burn down in a wink, 

Just call Central, tell her the trouble and see, 

How quick your neighbors and friends are with thee. 


lf sick and in need of a doctor quick, 
Just give your Telephone a little click, 
Tell him to come at once and worry no more, 
For in a jiffy the doctor will be at your door. 
—-By Grace Dirks, Johnson, Nebraska. 
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Silver Anniversary Campaign Leaders 


1. WW. C. Lant, combinationman, Nebraska 
City, winner, group two. 2. Sales leaders 
at Fairbury: Leta Brown, J. C. Gear, Faith 
Kulhanek, Jess May. 3. L. O. McClintock, local manager, Superior, winner, group four. 4. Mrs. Laura M. 
Haggard, chief operator-cashier, Panama, winner, group eight. 5. Mrs. Minnie Hallet, chief operator-cashier, 
Otoe, and her daughter, Betty Jane. Mrs. Hallet went far beyond her quota during the campaign. 6. Ray 
De La Mater. combinationman, Ohiowa, winner, group six. 7. Miss Nellie Morrison, chief operator-cashier, 
srounville, winner, group nine. 8. Frank Kuchera, combinationman, Plattsmouth, winner, group three. 
9. George fones, local manager. Hebron, winner, group five. 10. George Miers, combinationman, Seward, high 
man in number of sales in the Lincoln district. Not in picture, John Spady, plant department, Hastings, win- 
ner, group one and Mrs. Helen Harms, chief operator-cashier, Davenport, winner, group seven. 
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Nebraska City District Winner of Silver 
Anniversary Development Campaign 


paign which closed October Sth after a 


T HE fifth annual revenue development cam- 
week of intensive sales effort, shattered all 


previous campaign records. When the final tab- 
ulations were made they in- 


dicated that the Nebraska 


with the quota points valued at five cents each. 
The campaign was not only commented upon 
favorably by the people in the territory served 
by the Company, but all employes received a 
more intimate knowledge of 
the Company’s services, and 


City District had won by a Exchange and Individual | the results show what inten- 


satisfactory margin, and the Winners By Groups sive sales efforts, together 
beautiful commercial depart- with one hundred percent 
ment trophy, which was Group 1—Hastings— John Spady,] cooperation can do. 

won last year by the Lincoln winner; James Dudgeon, runnerup. a 

district, will be placed in the Group 2—Nebraska City—W. C. CAMPAIGN NOTES 
custody of R. H. Ojers, Aes: Lant, winner; Claude Helm, runnerup. ee gers fee 


trict manager of the Ne- 
braska City district for the 


Group 3—Plattsmouth—F. Kuchera, 
winner; C. H. Jensen, runnerup. 
Group 4—Superior—L. O. McClin- at Humboldt, Corrington at 


Weeping Water, Lamberson 


coming year. tock, winner; Earl Pauley, runnerup. Auburn, and Campbell at 
The competition between Group 5—Hebron—George Jones, David City landed 1930 

the various districts was winne.:; George Hayes, runnerup. Public Address System con- 

much more spirited than in Group 6—Ohiowa—R. DeLa Mater, | tracts during the campaign. 

previous campaigns and winner; I. C. Steele, runnerup. kook ok 

there was a hot fight from Group 7—Davenport—Mrs. Helen Much of the success of 

the very start for first hon- oe ee Seine secured | the campaign can be attri- 


ors. As the week came toa 
close the Nebraska City dis- 


Group 8—Panama—Mrs. Laura M. ea 
Haggard. Mrs. Haggard secured 100 work of the women of the 


buted to the splendid sales 


trict had piled up such a percent total revenue. organization. We find 
sales lead that when the Group 9—Brownville — Miss Eliza- among the winners of the 
smoke had cleared away they beth Morrison secured 100 percent various groups the follow- 
were declared the winners | total revenue. 


of the Silver Anniversary 
Revenue Development Campaign. 


The campaign was under the supervision of 
the general commercial department with W. E. 
Bell, commercial superintendent in charge. To 
add to the interest of the campaign, the slogan 
“Silver Anniversary Jubilee” was given the rev 
enue development contest, as this year marks the 
Company's Twenty-Fifth Milestone of the fur- 
nishing of dependable telephone service to sub- 
scribers in Southeastern Nebraska. 


The public was informed of the approach and 
the purpose of the campaign by newspaper ad- 
vertising and news stories which appeared in 
every newspaper throughout the territory. <A 
program of information concerning the an- 
nouncement and the progress of the campaign 
was conducted among the employes. 

In order that all exchanges could compete 
with those of comparable size, the exchanges 
were placed into nine groups. Following this di- 
vision of the exchanges into groups the quotas 
were sent to each group, set up on a basis of one 
percent of the total monthly station revenue, 


ing: group seven, Mrs. 
Helen Harms, chief oper- 
ator-cashier, Davenport; group eight, Mrs. 
Laura M. Haggard, chief operator-cashier, 
Panama and group nine, Miss Elizabeth Morri- 
son, chief operator-cashier, Brownville. Each of 
these three secured 100 percent of the total 
revenue. 


ate a! 
BS 


‘ 
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Following the close of the campaign, one of 
our subscriber's at Plattsmouth called at the 
telephone office and made this complimentary 
remark about M. A. Birdsley who had visited 
with him at his home relative to additional tele- 
phone service. “Mr. Birdsley is one of the most 
pleasant gentlemen that has been in my home 
since I have resided in Plattsmouth.” 


kk 


Much could be written about the splendid 
work during the campaign of the employes in 
the York district. Outstanding is the fine work 
of Mrs. Hurst, chief operator-cashier at Octavia. 
Mrs. Hurst, using her own car, solicited every 
rural subscriber in the area for additional busi- 
ness. 
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NE morning recently the 
() writer called on L. B. 

Stiner in his office at 
Hastings. Although extremely 
busy in the conduct of his law 
practice, Judge Stiner told the 
Lincoln Telephone News’ repre- 
sentative many interesting things 
about the telephone business, the 
rapid strides that had been made 
during the past twenty-five years 
and much about the splendid 
men and women who represent 
the Company. 


“What do you consider the 
most outstanding characteristic 
of telephone employes?”, the re- 
porter asked. 


“I can best answer that ques- 
tion by describing an experience 
I had a short time ago,” said Mr. 
Stiner. 

“T recently visited cne of our 
exchanges and while there I 
asked the chief operator at this 
place how she liked her work, 
and if she was satisfied to live in 
that small community. With a 


Mr. Stiner told of the early An Interview smile on her face she replied, “I 


telephone days in Western Ne- 


braska when only a few of the W ith 


L. B. Stiner, 
Director of 


leading business houses in a com- 
munity had telephones. At that 
time service to the rural com- 
munities was unknown. A sub- 
scriber wishing to use long dis- 


love my work for I feel that I 
am a part of a great organization 
of people, cooperatiug to serve 
each community and the nation 
with the very best telephone 
service possible. I also feel that 
this is my town whether it be 


tance service was limited as to Our Company large or small and if I can by 


the number of towns he could 

call because of the lack of tele- 

phone facilities. “A great many people at 
that time seemed to be afraid,” said Mr. Stiner, 
“as to the success of the telephone idea, and for 
that reason it was very difficult to receive much 
encouragement from the public to go ahead.” 


_ “What do you consider the most outstanding 
improvement in the telephone industry, Mr. 
Stiner?” the News asked. 


“In the early stages of the communication’s 
industry it was a very difficult matter to talk 
any distance. The transmission was poor. The 
lines were noisy. Only a few of the important 
centers were connected by long distance lines. 
This has all been highly improved, until now 
the net work of communication covers the en- 
tire United States. Many of the lines are in 
storm proof cable which insures uninterrupted 
service. A few years ago we were obliged to 
hang up the receiver and wait, perhaps a con 
siderable length of time, before the call was 
completed. Today, thanks to the research and 
untiring work on the part of telephone engi- 
neers, we have immediate communication be- 
tween thousands of cities and towns. When 
you want to call Chicago from Hastings you 
give the operator the number of the telephone 
in Chicago, and almost instantly, the call is com- 
pleted and you are talking to the party a dis- 
tance of approximately 1,000 miles away.” 


earnest endeavor conrtibute 

something constructive to make 
it a better community, I have served it well. 
A great many telephone people feel,” said the 
chief operator, “that the small community is not 
deserving of their best interests. This is not so, 
for I believe that one may be just as successful 
in filling his place in the great scheme of life 
in a community of 300 as he can be in a city 
of three million.” 


“Another charactertistic of telephone em- 
ployes is the spirit of service they exemplify at 
all times and their eagerness to explain carefully 
to the public the various services the Company 
has to offer.” | 


Do you believe that opportunities exist 1n 
the telephone field for promotion today as they 


did a number of years ago?” Mr. Stiner was 


asked. 


“It is no use to worry about promotion, about 
whether you will be a foreman, or a chief op- 
erator or a manager five years from now. Worry 
never brought advancement, but hard work does. 


‘In my business experience I have found that 
promotion comes from work well done no mat: 
ter what the size of the task may be. The more 
you put into a job the more you get out of it. 
It’s doing the job today that counts. Putting off 
a problem that comes to you never solves it. 
Theres much happiness to be found in the serv- 
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ice of others, and I believe telephone work af- 
fords an almost unlimitless opportunity to be of 
service.” 

Mr. Stiner was born in Carrington, Morrow 
County, Ohio, June 4, 1873. He attended the 
public schools in Dawson County and then 
graduated from Hastings College. He later at- 
tended the University of Chicago, majoring in 
law. After leaving the university he opened a 
law office in Sutton. During the fifteen years 
he lived in Clay County, he served as county 
attorney and as county judge for four years. 


He organized the Sutton Telephone Company 
and later was connected with the Clay Center 
Telephone Company, both of which became a 
part of the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. 

He has resided in Hastings for the past fif- 
teen years and is the senior member of the law 
firm of Stiner and Boslaugh. He has always 
been active in civic affairs and has served as 
mayor of Hastings for a term of four years 
and as president of the Hastings Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Mr. Stiner has been director of the telephone 
company for approximately six years. He is 
married and is the proud father of one son. 


Twenty-five Years Old 


From the Nebraska City Daily News-Press, 
October 2, 1929 


T must be a source of satisfaction to a public 
if utility to be able to celebrate its 25th an- 
niversary as a servant of the people and at 
the end of that period have the good will of a 
majority of the folks with whom it comes in con- 
tact. There was a time when a telephone 
company was fair prey for lobbyists, hold- 
up men, and the complaining public. The Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Company has 
demonstrated that a public utility realizes that its 
success depends to a great extent upon the good 
| of its subscribers. It has grown in stature 
because it has kept that thought pretty well in 
mind. Not only does the company have the 
good will of its customers, but it also is held in 
high regard by its 1,500 employes. No Nebraska 
concern has a harder-fighting group of friends 


than the men and women of the telephone 


company, ever ready to help. Nebraska City 
and Otoe county, southeastern Nebraska and the 
whole South Platte territory, congratulate Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Company upon 
its notable anniversary. 


A. E. Holt, Combination Man, York 
Plays Part of Good Samaritan 


ITTLE does the general public realize the 

numerous duties of men in the different 

walks of life and the character of the 
many tasks which they are called upon to 
perform. These are not confined to any one 
type of employment or any particular department 
of that business. Any man in any line of work 
has his regular duties which he must perform 
daily. He also has numerous things to do on the 
side, many of these to which he never gives a 
second thought or makes mention of to his 
friends. 

From time to time, certain particular inci 
dents stamp themselves indelibly upon the mem- 
ory, especially if the event is in any way out of 
the ordinary. 

A workman employed by a York business in- 
sitution, was recently called upon to perform a 
very unusual task. A lady's voice on the tele- 
phone asked if her husband was in the trouble 
department. An investigation showed that the 
husband was not in the building at the moment 
but a fellow workman, sensing the gravity of 
the call, rushed to the home of the workman to 
find the family pet in a precarious condition. 

A small dog, the children’s pet, had attempted 
to investigate the working parts of a motor 
driven washing machine and in the course of 
his meanderings about beneath the tub, was 
careless enough to allow his tail to become 
tangled in the flywheel of the machine. 

The “good Samaritan” now has aftixed betore 
his name, the title, “Doctor,” for he immediate- 
ly drew his pliers from his pocket and clipped 
the crushed end from the puppyss tail, leaving 
him a “bob tailed” dog.—York News Times. 


New Telephone Manager Has 
An Assistant 


LEX GEIST, the newly appointed manager at 
A Louisville, reports the arrival of a bounc- 
ing boy at his home on Monday, October 

14th, at 8:20: who no doubt will qualify as as- 
sistant manager at the telephone exchange. Mr. 
and Mrs. Geist who recently moved to Louis: 
ville from Bennet, now have a splendid family 
of five children, three daughters and two sons. 


al- 
s 


“A New Idea in Business” was the subject o! 
an address given by L. C. Oberlies, personnel 
director, Lincoln, before the Kiwanis Club at 
Superior, Friday, October 25th. 
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The School Bell Rings Again 


Evening Vocational Classes Open in Lincoln 
With a Large Enrollment 


HEN fall arrives, various thoughts and 

\X/ desires come to the minds of different 

individuals. To some, the snappy morn- 
ings awaken the desire for duck hunting; to oth- 
ers this season means football. To many am- 
bitious telephone men and women, however, the 
fall season has come to mean an opportunity for 
self improvement by means of evening voca- 
tional school classes. 

Following a bulletin announcing the courses 
offered, which was issued by L. C. Oberlies, per- 
sonnel director, registration for the various 
classes was started, and as the News goes to 
press more than 200 have selected their course 
of study and have enrolled. Courses are offered 
to both men and women. 

The courses outlined cover a period of ten 
weeks and include the following subjects: Es- 
sentials of Telephone Electricity; Automatic C. 
O. E.; Cable and Exchange Work; Foreman’s 
Training Conference; Open Forum; Public 
Speaking and Current Events; First Aid; Op- 
erators Training Course; Telephony Sub-Station 
Installation and Maintenance; P. B. X. and I. B. 
X. Installation and Maintenance; and Food 
Study, which deals with “Eating For Health.” 

The personnel of the instructing group, which 
follows, help assure the suc- 
cess of the effort placed in 
their charge. C. O. Morri- 
son, L. B. Doane, L. C. An- 
derson, E. F. Burke, Helen 
Persell, Ivan Paddock, L. G. 
Saunders and Mrs. C. O. Mor- 
rison. With but two excep- 
tions the courses are offered 
by the Lincoln Board of 
Education and the Company. 
They are arranged for under 
the Smith-Hughes Act of 
1917, which provides fed- 
eral aid for vocational <rain- 
ing. L. H. Alberty, supervisor 
of industrial arts, of the Board 

of Education is in charge and 
directs the work. L. C. 
Oberlies, is in direct charge 
of the organization of the 
classes which are held four 
evenings a week, from seven day, Ov 
until nine, at the Lincoln 


H. G. Ta 


Dan Cupid, 
cellence, has 
arrows in the 


manager at 
Taedtor was 


Hastings District. A recent 
victim ts H. G. Taedtor, local 


Ann Burnham of — Lincoln. 
They were married on Thurs- the first telephone service 
I ; 


High School building and the Company general 
office building. 

Those of our Company who are vitally in- 
terested in the night school classes, have visited 
them regularly and have expressed gratification 
as to the unusual interest that is being taken in 
the class work, and the promptness with which 
members of all the classes meet. 


Portable Displays Used By Con- 
necting Company During 
County Fair 


Two of our Company’s portable window dis- 
plays, “Telephone Directories from Over the 
World,” and “The 201 Parts of the Telephone,” 
were recently placed in the windows of the Pal- 
ace Bakery at Red Cloud during the Webster 
County Fair. The displays were placed by 
Frank C. Thrasher, local manager of the Red 
Cloud Independent Telephone Company. Com- 
menting upon the exhibit there appeared in the 
columns of the Red Cloud Commercial Adver- 
tiser the following: “Is it any wonder the tele- 
phone upkeep has become a problem, calling for 
the ardent support of every- 
one? Our telephones are our 
message transmitters and con- 
versation transporters. No 
other instrument at the dis- 
posal of the public is so pop- 
ular or so useful for sending 
cur thoughts to our friends 
not present. And consider- 
ing that the world is bound 
together with one net work 
of wire there is scarcely a 
place with which we cannot 
confer, scarcely a home we 
tiehier Dili Tete cannot reach.” 


been shooting * 
vicinity of the 


EDTOR WeEDs 


Inagurate Service 

The opening of an aerial 
telephone line between Rou’ 
mania and Hungary provides 


Harvard. Mrs. 
formerly Miss 


tober 12. between those countries since 


the World war. 
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Brand New Numbers For Old 


Statistics Indicate That Numbers Become Larger 
As the World Grows Telephone- 
Minded 


the entire world on January 1, 1928, the 

United States possessed 18,522,767, or ap- 
proximately sixty per cent. On the same date, 
Europe had 8,623,407 telephones, which is less 
than one-half the number in the United States 
and about twenty-eight per cent of the world’s 
total. The remaining twelve per cent of tele- 
phones were distributed widely throughout the 
rest of the world. During 1927, the latest year 
for which full figures are available, the total 
number of telephones increased by 1,583,743, 
one-half being telephones added during the year 
in the United States alone. 

America is outstanding in the extent to which 
telephone facilities have been provided for the 
small towns and rural districts. The United 
States has 12.2 telephones per 100 inhabitants 
in communities of less than 50,000 population, 
which is greater than the total telephone dens- 
ity of any other country, with the single excep- 
tion of Canada. In fact, the people in smaller 
communities of this country are more fully pro- 
vided with telephones than are inhabitants of 
most of the large cities of Europe. 

Despite this wide diffusion of telephone fa- 
cilities in the United States, the superiority of 
American over foreign cities in extent of tele- 
phone service is striking. New York City, for in- 
stance, had nearly as many telephones as Great 
Britain, and more than half the number of tele- 
phones in Germany. Chicago had more tele- 
phones than all of France. Eleven representa- 
tive American cities of more 
than 200,000 population had an 
average development of 26.7 
telephones per 100 population, 
while only four large German 
cities have more than ten, and 
most of the British cities less 
than five telephones per 100 
population. 

Sixty-nine per cent of the 
telephones in the world are un- 
der private ownership. The Unit- 
ed States, where all telephone 


OO: of a total of 30,990,304 telephones in 


but in relative telephone development as well, 
with 15.8 telephones for each 100 people. This 
is nearly ten times as many telephones per 100 
population as there are in Europe, or in the 
world as a whole. The only country which was 
close to the United States in point of telephone 
density was Canada with 13.2 telephones per 
100 of its inhabitants. New Zealand came third 
with 10.0, followed by Denmark with 9.3, Swe- 
den with 7.7, and Australia with 7.2 telephones 
per 100 population. In Canada eighty-two per 
cent, and in Denmark ninety-six per cent of the 
telephones are under private ownership and op- 
eration. 

Germany ranks second to the United States 
in absolute number of telephones, but never- 
theless has only 4.4 telephones per 100 popu- 
lation. In Great Britain and France the num- 
ber of telephones in relation to population 1s 
even smaller than in Germany. From _ the 
standpoint of telephone facilities, the best de- 
veloped country in South America is Argentina, 
which has 2.2 telephones per 100 population 
a density equal to that of France. Japan leads 
the Asiatic countries in telephone density, but 
has only 1.2 telephones per 100 people. 

Not only has the United States more tele- 
phones than all the rest of the world, but 
Americans use the telephone to a greater ex- 
tent than do peoples of other countries. 
There were 224.7 telephone conversations per 
capita in this country in 1927, while Canada 
with 221.5 was the only other country with 
over 200 telephone conversations 
per capita. The Americans make 
six times more use of their tele- 
phene system than do the Ger- 
mans and thirteen times more 
than the French. The Scand1 
navian countries ranked highest 
in the use of the telephone 
among European nations, but 
Denmark, which reported the 
greatest use, had only 136.8 con’ 
versations per capita. Among 
the leading European Powers, 


service 1S operated by private Rk. H. Ojers, district manager, Germany reported but 35.5 tele- 


companies, is the leading coun- 


absolute number of telephones, 


Nebraska City, completed twenty 
; years of service on October Ist. 
try of the world not only in the The News offers its hearty con- 
gratulations. 


phone conversations per capita 
as compared with 28.6 and 17.2 
for Great Britain and France. 
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MacDonald and H. F. Apking, Lincoln, on Octo- 


Switchboard Cutovers at ber 28th, at Tamora. C. Hedstrom took charge 
of making the tip splice. This switchboard re- 


Ceresco and Dawson places the old magneto equipment, 

The old type F. 15 storage battery has been 
replaced at Beatrice, October 18th, by a new 
type E. P. G. 15, Philco Tarrery in glass jars. 


former taking place on Monday afternoon, E. C. Cummings and Herbert Jenkins are to be 


October 7th, and the latter on Friday night, congratulated, according to J. Pugsley, installa- 
October 18th. tion foreman, Lincoln, upon the splendid per- 


formance of a very difficult and disagreeable 
The Ceresco cutover represented the placing task in a remarkably short time. 


of a new one position magneto switchboard. A At Fairbury on October 26th, Installer Her- 
total of 294 stations are served from this board. pert Jenkins completed the conversion of local 
Mrs. Martha Borin is chief operator. The ex- position four to a toll position. Rearrangement of 
change is under the supervision of J. R. Man’ the central office equipment went into effect at 
ners, local manager, Wahoo. Greenwood, September 27th. Mr. MacDonald 


Dawson was the scene of the second cutover, and Mr. Apking installed a new wall type main 
a new one position switchboard and central of- frame and moved the switchboard. 
fice equipment being installed. A total of At Ohiowa, October 9th, the switchboard 
248 telephones are served from this board, in- was moved to the ground floor by Mr. Cum- 
cluding both city and rural stations. Mrs. mings and Mr. Jenkins. 
George E. Damon is chief operator, while the ook ck ok ok 
general supervision of the exchange is under 


George Damon, manager. ei ee: % 
, 1 raise for long distance service from At- 
Mr. O. P. Knee started the installation of the 80 P. ae ‘ — si 
Elotlice CORene. Vie an ees Itantic City to Gresham was received recently 
Oe ee ear ; by Local Manager C. W. Keester of Gresham, 


to Nelson and W. E. MacDonald, assisted by Gre 
H. F. Apking completed the installation. Cable Sateen ne N. Hylton of that city, in the 


splicer, Carl Hedstrom, connected the new cable m : 
to the outside cable plant. Mr. MacDonald pow ae 1. Cone a tilate yor Om your er 
and H. F. Apking also installed the central of- oe Eee sea Gee 
f; a iy ee hil CO. ater the long distance lines by a party in Atlantic 
soaieigak: brig! reeruaaa abe ; While W. C. Lan City, New Jersey. I talked to him from my of- 
Nebraska City handled the cable work 

fice here in Gresham and we carried on the en- 


WITCHBOARD cutover programs were effected 
S at both Ceresco and Dawson recently, the 


Doctor Praises Service 


A new one position magneto switchboard with tire conversation without having to talk above 
wall type main frame was installed by W. E. the normal tone of our voices.” 


These displays were real attention getters, in fact all of the exhibits in the windows of the Lincoln Busi- 

ness Office, have attracted the attention of hundreds of persons. At the left is shown a display arranged in com- 

memeration of Lights Golden Jubilee. This display honoring Edison and Bell won honorable mention in the con- 

test conducted by the lowa-Nebraska Light and Power Company. Right: This display showing the replicas of 
the first thirteen original telephones was the basis for a display which featured colored handsets. 
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Construction Foremen Confer 


interesting and instructive meeting, Octo- 

ber 18th and 19th, in the conference 
rooms at Lincoln. The meeting was attended by 
construction foremen, district managers, general 
plant and construction department staff mem- 
bers, and several guests from other departments. 
The conference was called jointly to discuss cur- 
rent plant and maintenance problems and review 
information gathered from the construction pro- 
gram of the year. 


M. T. Caster, plant superintendent, who pre- 
sided at the sessions made the address of wel- 
come, and stated the purpose of the conference 
aptly. 

“We are living in an age in the telephone 
world when the job cannot be run by one man, 
or even a few men. In order to contribute your 
share, you must have at all times the real facts 
on which to base your judgment, in running 
your part of the job, as well as in your daily 
contacts with the public.” 

J. H. Agee, general manager, was the first 
speaker on the conference program and spoke 
on the subject of ‘Public Relations.” He pointed 
out the importance of giving the public a better 
idea of the things the Company is trying to do. 
Included in his remarks Mr. Agee emphasized 
the necessity of treating the public in the right 
manner. 

“The biggest thing in the 
world in making friends of 
the public is courtesy, and we 
in the telephone business are 
in a position to demonstrate 
that statement more than any 
other business,” declared Mr. 
Agee. 

Jo closing he paid the men 
of the plant department a 
high tribute for the splendid 
Spint of Service exemplified 
by them in meeting ail emer- 
gencics. 

The tirst day was devoted 
to the presentation of various 
plant subjects. 

Bruce Sievers, plant ac- 
countant, spoke on “Account- 
ing and Reports”; Fred Stras- 


ser, supervisor of supplies, 


T inceresting construction foremen held an 


of his department having to do with “Service 
Interruptions on Toll Circuits.” 


Following a discussion of Mr. Donley’s talk 
the conference group was taken on an inspec- 
tion tour of the service department. Mr. Cas- 
ter closed the day’s conference with a discus- 
sion on “Tree Trimming.” 


The second day of the conference was 
opened by a discussion of the subjects which 
were put in the question box the day before. 
F. E. Behm, assistant plant superintendent, was 
in charge of this part of the program, and the 
many questions submitted, permitted a wide 
range of discussion from every man _ present. 


L. C. Oberlies, personnel director, spoke on 
‘“Employe Relations” and the work of the per- 
sonnel department, included in his remarks was 
a report of the National Safety Congress held 
in Chicago recently. 


M. T. Caster, plant superintendent, brought 
to the conference an interesting and educational 
talk on “Cable Construction.” The confer- 
ence closed at noon on Saturday following a trip 
through the Company’s warehouse and garage. 


The conference was declared to be of material 
benefit and a complete success by everyone who 
attended. 
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These men attended the construction foremen’s conference in Lincoln: Left to 
right jront row, T. R. DeWolfe, H. Moss, P. A. Schmetzer, general construction 


discussed “Supply Problems foreman; M. T. Caster, plant superintendent: H. If. Wheeler, construction sup- 
and outlined the plan tor the erintendent; F. McDowell. Second row, C. Reidel, V. Christensen, F. E. Behm, 
‘Annual Inventory”; C. CC. assistant plant superintendent; H. D. Harmon, Thad Cone, J. Umstead. Third 


Donley held the interest of 
the conference on the work 


row, C. We. Boyles, J. Hobson, F. M. Butterfield, G. Hauser, R. C. Boling. 
Fourth row, H. Studier, G. A. Foster, FE. Shearer, L. Hodge, J. Gubser, M. 


Woodard, D. R. Smith. 
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“Pe vield Thee unjeigned thanks and praise for the 
return of the seed and, we beseech Thee, give us a just 
sense of this great mercy, such as may appear in our 
lives bv humbleness and obedience throughout all our 
day. —From the Book of Common Prayer. 
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Everywhere You Go 
ie have heard about the man who couldn't 


see the city on account of all the houses, 

and the poor fellow who was unable to 
get a good look at the woods on account of all 
the trees. All of which means, of course, that 
you can get so close to a proposition that you 
cannot. See it; 

Take this telephone business of ours. Each 
one of us may work in his or her little corner 
at his or her share of the job and after a while 
become so immersed in that part of the work as 
to forget that it must fit in with other work 
done by other telephone employes. We may be 
specialists in our line, but all of us are, or should, 
be, telephone people first and specialists after- 
wards. All of us should from time to time try 
to visualize what the telephone business is and 
what it means to the public. 

One good way to do this is to notice how 
many times in the 
course of a week or 
month you come in 
contact with something 
which brings to mind 
the work of the Lin- 
coln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. 
For instance, the writ- 
er recently sat in a 
hotel lobby. There 
was a P. B. X. switch- 
board in view. About 
a minute later, a tele- 
phone bell could be 
heard ringing in a 


A view of the two million dollar cement plant recently 
opened at Louisville. A one position P. B. X. switch- 
board with seventeen stations serves this industry. added. 
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nearby room. And within five minutes an in- 
staller, with his equipment on his back, passed 
by the window. Three reminders. 

For the rest of the day we looked for re- 
minders of our Company. They were every- 
where. Telephones, poles, signs, requests to “call 
me up, references to telephoned conversations, 
the looking up of numbers in telephone director- 
ies, the passing of telephone trucks in the street, 
telephone buildings. And one could travel for 
a week over the territory served by our Com- 
pany and continue to see these reminders. 

Suppose you try it for a couple of days. You'll 
be surprised at the number of times and the 
number of ways our Company’s service comes 
to your attention. And perhaps you'll get a 
new vision of the great organization of which 
you are a part. 


Da 
. 
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Interest in Night School Grows 


N another page in this issue appears an an- 
nouncement of evening school classes for 
telephone men and women. To the aver- 

age person outside our business, the significance 
of the article may be little, but to those who 
have watched the spread of the desire among 
the men and women in the organization to bet- 
ter equip themselves, it is extremely important. 

The first night classes in subjects relating to 
telephony were opened in Lincoln a year ago, 
however, there have been shop training classes 
for plant employes which were instituted six 
years ago. 

The night classes as instituted at Lincoln are 
the only ones in our territory and are operated 
in co-operation with the Lincoln School Board 
under the Smith-Hughes Act of 1917 which 
provides Federal Aid for vocational training. 

Although no one is compelled or urged to at- 
tend these classes more than 200 have enrolled. 
The interest of men and women in their daily 
work, and their ambi- 
tions to better them- 
selves are indicated in 
their desire to learn 
more of the funda- 
mentals underlying 
telephone communica- 
tion, even to the extent 
of devoting their let- 
sure hours to. study. 
Such interest has de’ 
veloped that courses 
in health and public 
speaking have been 
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Jackie clings to his 
mother and daddy, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Kuchera of Platts- 
mouth, who rescued 
him from a thirty- 
five foot gas filled 
well into which he 


had fallen. 


This father and 
mother met the re- 
sponsibilities of par- 
enthood to provide 
love, food, shelter 
and _ protection— 
standing between 
their loved ones and 
death. 


“The Lord Gives Us Strength” 


This Statement Was Made by Frank Kuchera, Combinationman, 
Plattsmouth, After His Wife and Son Had Been 
Rescued From a Thirty-Five Foot Well 


ACKIE KUCHERA is a great admirer of his 
daddy, and when he comes home from work 
nothing will do but that he and his daddy 

play and romp for awhile. Three year old Jack, 
more often “Jackie,” and his little — sister, 
‘“Fredona Jane,” are the joy of life to Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Kuchera in their home in Platts- 
mouth. Frank Kuchera is a combinationman for 
the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 
at Plattsmouth, having had nine years of service. 

Frank, as a telephone man, is interested in ac- 
cident prevention and first aid. He has attended 
all of the classes given by E. F. Burke, first aid 
instructor, for the purpose of making the work 
of the men safe. Among other things Frank 
learned well, was not to become excited during 
an emergency; but rather to keep cool and act 
guickly. 

On the afternoon of September 30th, Mrs. 
Kuchera was busy with her house work. Jackie 
was right there in the house with her. Sudden- 
ly she stopped her duties. Awfully quiet in 
the house for some reason or other, she thought. 
Where was Jackie? Better go and see! Through 


the kitchen, out on the back porch and then 
about the neighborhood. Jackie could not be 
found. As she turned to go toward the front 
yard to meet Mr. Kuchera who had just driven 
up in his car, she stopped a moment by an 
abandoned well. As she did so she heard a moan. 
Examining the lock on the lid of the well, she 
found that it was broken. Opening the lid she 
threw the beam of a flashlight to the bottom 
of the well and there she saw Jackie lying, ap- 
parently unconscious. 

Forgetting the help they might get from 
neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Kuchera ran io find 
a ladder, but their ladder was only 16 feet long: 
the well was 35. Mr. Kuchera got a rope and 
tied it onto the top of the ladder, letting it 
down part way into the well. While he held the 
ladder, Mrs. Kuchera went down it to the but- 
tom rung, then he let the rope out further wo 
lower the ladder the rest of the way to the bot 
tom. 

Kuchera is only 5 feet 4 inches tall and weighs 
137 pounds, but he handled the ladder on the 
downward trip easily. “I guess the Lord gives 
us strength,” he said afterward. 
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Reaching the bottom of the well, Mrs. 
Kuchera picked up the unconscious child and 
stepped back onto the ladder. Kuchera tugged to 
lift her, the child and the ladder out, but he 
couldn’t get it far. Then Robert White, his next 
door neighbor, noticed that something was going 
on and ran over. The two of them brought 
the ladder up. 


Jackie was unconscious and Mrs. Kuchera was 
nearly overcome by the gas in the well. Her 
left arm, with which she had held Jackie, was 
severely bruised. She had used it to protect 
him from injury as the ladder banged against 
the side of the well. 


Mrs. Kuchera was in the well about 5 minutes. 
Jackie had been in about a half hour. Mrs. 
Kuchera remembered nothing after picking up 
Jackie, who remembered nothing at all of his 
adventure. 

Dr. E. J. Gellespie came rushing to the scene 
and treated Mrs. Kuchera’s bruises. He told 
the parents that Jackie would be all right unless 
the gas had affected his lungs. The following 
morning he was apparently well except for the 
fall. 

The well, about five feet across, was once 90 
feet deep, but it has been filled with rubbish 
to about 35 feet from the top. The rubbish pro- 
duced the gas. 


New York Talks to Australia 
for First Time 


American talked with Australia through reg- 
ular telephone instruments for the first time 
September 25th, when officials of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company exchanged 
greetings with Australian telephone officials in 
Sidney. 


From the New York office calls passed over 
wire lines to the Company’s short wave trans- 
mitting center at Lawrenceville, N. J.; thence 
by radio to the short wave receiving station of 
the British General Post Office at Baldock near 
London, England; and thence by wire via Lon- 
don to the British government’s transmitting 
station at Rugby, England, and again by radio to 
the receiving station of Amalgamated Wireless 
of Australia, near Sidney. The return path was 
again to Baldock; thence via Rugby to the Bell 
System’s short wave receiving station at Net- 
cong, N. J. 


An interesting aspect of the conversations was 


that, taking place at four p. m., September 
25th, New York time, the clocks in Sidney read 


6. A. M., September 26th. 


Members of the First Aid Team at Lincoln. They are seated, left to right: L. H. Pierce, R. Misner, captain; E. F. 


Burke, first aid instructor, Left to right, standing: GC. Keith, H. Smith, J. A. Dobbs and L. G. Saunders. 
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Medical Department Service 


By G. H. MISKO, M. D. 
Medical Director 


N THE bulletin of June 10th, issued from the 
general office at Lincoln, and headed ‘“Or- 
ganization——Medical Department,” under the 

subheading, “Examination of Employes,” we 
read, “Any employe desiring physical examina- 
tion or medical advise may have an appointment 
made for that purpose by applying to his or her 
immediate supervisor. These cards should be is- 
sued only by such supervisors as have been speci- 
fically authorized to issue same by the depart- 
ment head.” 

We again call this to your attention, that your 
Company, desirous of your welfare and health, 
has placed at your convenience a medical de- 
partment to which you are permitted to come 
for any health advice or physical examination 
that you may wish. 

In the case of your car, you have it inspected, 
greased and tightened up every 500 to 1,000 
miles, and any little thing that isn’t quite right 
you have attended to at once, but your own 
machine, your body, you neglect. Some ache, 
some pain, or not feeling up to par, you neglect 
in the hopes that in a few days or weeks it will 
disappear. You let it go until it is too late. 

Every adult should submit to a physical ex- 
amination at least once a year to ascertain if 
there is any change, or if some disease is estab: 
lishing itself. To bring it to ones mind yearly 
the American Medical Association has adopted 
the slogan, “Have Your Health Examination on 
Your Birthday.” 

The advantages of health examinations are 
many. Perhaps it would be of help to enumer- 
ate the working parts that we have under sus- 
picion and why. First the teeth which become 
diseased with absessed formations or pyorrhea 
the chronically inflamed tonsils, harboring pus, 
both of which form a focus of infection. By chis 
we mean that bacteria located or stored in the 
pus sacs at the roots of the teeth or in the tonsils, 
may be taken up by the blood stream and car. 
ried to some other part of the body, where they 
lodge and begin to get in their dirty work: for 
instance, they may lodge in some joint, causing 
an arthritis (miscalled rheumatism) which is an 
inflamed joint, or they may lodge on a heart 
valve, producing ulceration of the valve with 
scar formation following, causing a condition 
that we speak of as a leaking heart valve. This 
produces the same result as hammering a piece 
of the valves of your car. The toxins liberated 
by the bacteria may cause changes in the heart 


muscle, the walls of the blood vessels, or in the 
working part of the kidneys. The above con- 
ditions being produced by abscessed teeth and 
diseased tonsils, you can readily see why so 
much emphasis is being placed on them by mod- 
ern medicine. 

The blood pressure readings are important; 
we know that a normal heart and a normal 
blood vessel, will maintain about a certain 
pressure for a given age, varying in degree, of 
course, with the individual’s work and mode of 
living in general. Testing the heart and main- 
taining a yearly record of blood pressure read- 
ings, we are able to foretell when all is not right 
and by correcting certain physical defects, ad- 
vise as regards eating, playing, exercise, and 
business, and so we may prevent an early physi- 
cal or mental breakdown. 

By examining the thyroid gland in the neck, 
watching for tremors, rapid pulse, loss of weight, 
and so on, we can pick up the beginning of an 
early goitre which can sometimes be checked 
by cleaning out foci of infection, or change in 
living habits. 

The lungs and chest are examined for an 
early tuberculosis, which if caught in the early 
stages, can be cured. Here again, time is im- 
portant, and the early recognition of a begin- 
ning tuberculosis permits prompt institution of 
treatment. Tuberculosis, if not recognized and 
treated early, gets into the late stages where no 
help can be obtained. 


The heart is examined for possible muscle 
changes, leaking valves, irregularities, and en- 
largements. These conditions being present, we, 
of course, look further for causes and eradicate 
them before too much damage has been done. 

The kidneys are examined for a_ possible 
Bright’s disease, and examinations are made for 
diabetes. In either case means can be taken to 
prevent progress of the disease. There are other 
conditions and tests to be made which space 
and time forbid mentioning. We hope in this 
brief sketch we have brought home to you a few 
of the things which can be done in a preventive 
way in medicine today, and it is better to lock 
the door before the horse is stolen. Our use’ 
fulness and happiness in life depend on our 
health, and a great many of the ills and pains to 
which we humans are heir to, can be prevented 
if we will but stop and face the facts, and re- 
solve to treat our bodies and working parts as 
well as we do our cars. 
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They Say “I Do” 


Miss Erma Bradford, service operator, Lin- 
coln, and Earl Huenergard of Shaffer, Kansas, 
were quietly married at Omaha, October 3rd. 

k ok of 

From the looks of things the York office 
has opened up a matrimonial bureau. Miss 
Anna B. Sievers, chief operator, will become the 
bride of William Wanihoff of Emblem, Wyom- 
ing, November Ist. Miss Erna Loybold was 
married October 10th, to Everett Anderson who 
is employed in a local garage. Still another, 
Mrs. Beulah Mason, resigned her position 
August 30th, to wed J. J. Stelzer of Geneva. 

Miss Gladys Walls was married Wednesday 
evening, October 9th at the Elm Park Metho- 
dist Church, Lincoln, to Bernard Ramsey, who 
is employed at the Sterling Electrical Company, 
Lincoln. Mrs. Ramsey 
is the stenographer of 
J. A. McKinzie, Lin- 
coln district manager. 

Following the mar- 
riage ceremony a re 
ception was held in the 
new home of the 
young couple at 1501 
Pawnee street, Lincoln. 
One hundred guests 
were present. 


ok 
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Miss Helen Shim- 
onek, former night op- 
erator at Wilber, and 
Mr. Walter Yonkey of 
Lincoln, were married 
at Beatrice, October 3. 


Mrs. Bernard Ramsey 


Miss Violet Johnson, 
assistant chief operator, Davey, and Allen Dahl, 
also of Davey, were married, September 18th, 
at the Bethlehem Parsonage, Davey. 


Miss Esther Willman, operator, Nebraska 
City, and Paul Kees of Percival, were married 
Wednesday afternoon, October 16th, at Ham- 
burg, Iowa. Friends in Hamburg witnessed the 
ceremony. The young couple will make their 
home in Nebraska City. 

kK & & 

Miss Laura Sires, hookkeeper, Lincoln ac- 
counting department, was married to Mr. George 
A. Walker of Lincoln. They were married 
October 14th, at Omaha. They will reside in 

Lincoln. 


First Aid Demonstration at Cass 
County Red Cross Meeting 


T a recent meeting of the Cass County Red 

A Cross Chapter held in Murdock at the 

high school, the Company's First Aid 

Team gave an interesting demonstration of the 
various methods of applying first aid. 


Dr. B. F. Bailey, chairman of the Lancaster 
County Chapter, was present and gave the prin- 
cipal address of the evening. His subject was, 


“The Value of First Aid.” 


Members of the team who took part in the 
demonstration are: E. F. Burke, first aid :n- 
structor; R. M. Misner, captain; J. A. Dobbs, 
George B. Keith, L. H. Pierce, L. G. Saunders 
and Howard Smith, all of Lincoln. 
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Novel Display Attracts Attention 


TELEPHONE scene among the university 
students, which was displayed in the 
window of the Lincoln Telephone and 

Telegraph Company at Lincoln, on the night of 
the Annual Fall Style show and Window Dis- 
play revue, September 26th, created much favor- 
able comment from the passersby who paused to 
gaze on the large brightly, lighted background 
on which was painted in University of Nebraska 
colors, the scarlet and cream, scenes and copy 
calling to the attention of University students, 
the usefulness, speed, and convenience of Long 
Distance service in keeping in touch with the 
folks at home. 

Included with this display were cutouts of 
the University Administration building; while 
miniature buildings, trees and automobiles were 
arranged to depict the students’ home towns. 

This display seen by hundreds of people, and 
which attracted much interest, was arranged and 
planned by A. B. Waters, Lincoln business 
office. 


a 
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Excellent Spirit of Cooperation 
Is Appreciated 


O express his appreciation of the excellent 
spirit of cooperation in connection with the 
arrangements for the visit to Stromsburg 

of the Profitable Pork Special, H. L. Ford, agri- 
cultural Development agent, of the Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company, has 
written a letter to W. Rabb, local manager of 
our Company at Stromsburg. He _ especially 
acknowledges the courtesy of calling the rural 
subscribers, advising them of the arrival of the 
train. 
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Athletes 


‘Mephone 
*G 


OME folks grow strong and tall and all that 
S sort of thing—and then do nothing about 

it. Others go in for athletics and make life 
niserable for those of us who are short or fat 
or have fallen arches. 


George Dobson, of the engineering depart- 
ment, holds membership in the class that does 
something about it. He looks like an athlete 
and, as it turns out, he is just that. He proved 
it beyond all question by going to the semi- 
finals in the singles of the city tennis tourna- 
ment; formed an important half of a doubles 
team that went to the semi-finals in the same 
tournament as well as the semi-finals of the state 
tourney; and then he went on to win the John 
Hi. Agee trophy without so much as turning a 
hair. This John H. Agee trophy, I pause to re- 
mark, becomes the sole property of the employe 
who is man enough to win it three times. That 
being the case, and George being the man he is, 
I have a feeling that the trophy is not long for 
this world. 

These Dobsons, by the way, are an athletic 
family. Those of us who were football fans 
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That famous cannon ball service of Dobson’s. 


long before we knew that tennis rackets were 
not snow-shoes, get a distinct thrill out of re- 
calling a wintry afternoon in 1919, when Paul 
Dobson, captain of the University of Nebraska 
football team and big brother of George, set his 
cleats firmly into the snow and ice on old Ne- 
braska field and proceeded to kick the most 
beautiful field goal I ever hope to see, to beat 
Syracuse 3 to 0. Paul Dobson is rated among 
the two or three great kickers of Nebraska his- 
tory. His “little” brother does no kicking 
(either foot or mouth), but he will go down 
in my private history as the only man able to 
hit a tennis ball so hard that Joe Hartley didn’t 
have a Chinaman’s chance of getting his eye 
out of the way. 


George was born in Ulysses, Nebraska, in 
1906. He accompanied his parents to Cali- 
fornia in 1920. California, you know, is the 
state where babies cut their teeth on tennis 
rackets. He entered Stanford University in 
1924, and tried his hand at freshman football. 
He carelessly left a leg sticking out of a pile- 
up one day, and one of “Pop” Warner’s var- 
sity men gave it the old “rough and dry” with 
such success that George was all washed up as 
a football man. He declares that the leg will 
never be the same again, but watching him 
play tennis I am inclined to believe that some- 


body is being kidded. 


George played basketball at Stanford, win- 
ning his letter during his senior year. He also 
learned the bulk of his tennis while at Stanford 
—that sock’em and bust ‘em brand of tennis that 
makes the rest of us feel like retiring to a nice 
quiet corner to enjoy a good cry. 


His game leg was feeling so good when he 
graduated in 1928 that he decided to risk it on 
a bicycle tour of Europe. He pedaled over the 
British Isles and France, visiting battlefields and 
interesting cities in the latter country, and learn- 
ing to wave his arms while talking. He saw 
the Davis Cup matches in Paris, thereby acquir- 
ing the additional tennis knowledge that was 
later to wreck Joe's optic. Then the old pin 
passed out again, so George climbed on trains 
to visit Italy, Austria and Germany. He looked 
in on Heidelberg and Nuremberg, and toyed 
a bit with hamburg and limburg. 

Stopping off in Lincoln on his way home he 
caught a glimpse of the John H. Agee trophy 
and the train went on without him. And, un- 
less the “trick” knee goes bad, the coming sum- 
mers are going to be long and tough for those 
of us who play tennis. As Asa Waters so aptly 
remarks, “we will surely be in there fighting 
though, just as long as Joe Hartley has an eye 
left.” 
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Recent Transfers and Promotions 


LEX GEIST, who for the past two years has been 
local manager at Bennet, has been transferred to 
Louisville, succeeding John Potter who has re- 

signed on account of poor health. Mr. Geist joined 
the ranks of our Company in 1923. He was first em- 
ployed at the warehouse in Lincoln. 


Mrs. Helen Wallick, chief operator at Weeping 
Water, has been transferred to York in the same posi- 
tion, succeeding Miss Anna Sievers who has resigned 
to be married. Mrs. Wallick has been associated with 
our Company since 1913. 


Francis W. Brown, who has been for the past two 
years combinationman at Ashland, has been appointed 
local manager at Bennet, succeeding Alex Geist who 
was transferred to Beaver Crossing as local manager. 
Mr. Brown was first employed by our Company in 1920 
as a groundman. 


Helen Schulling, has been appointed chief operator- 
cashier at Greenwood, succeeding Miss Edith Lande- 
gren who was transferred to Louisville as night op- 
erator. 


Jack Mankameyer has been transferred to Ashland 
as combinationman succeeding Francis W. Brown who 
was appointed manager at Bennet. 


Plant Department 
Construction Department 


B. Wilson, groundman, Nelson, transferred as ground- 
man, construction department, Lincoln. 

W. FPF. Moore, groundman, Nelson, transferred as 
groundman, construction department, Lincoln. 

Service Department 

Charles E. Brokenicky, transferred from Western Elec 
tric Company at Omaha, as apprentice switchman, 
Lincoln. 

Beatrice District 


Edward Newby, groundman, DeWitt, transferred as 
groundman, Western. 


Lincoln District 
Merle Nevins, groundman, Ashland, transferred as ap- 
prentice switchman, service department, Lincoln. 


Francis Brown, combinationman, Ashland, transferred 
as Manager Bennet. 


York District 


Lee Piper, groundman, Polk, transferred as groundman, 
Waco. 

Lester Russell, groundman, Polk, transferred as | 
groundman, Waco. 

Lester Welch lineman, Polk, transferred as lineman, 
Waco. 

James Thompson, combinationman, Polk, transferred as le 
combinationman, Polk. 


Traffic Department 

Jessie Stoddard, night operator, Seward, transferred 
as assistant chief operator, Seward. 

Malinda Haas, relief operator, Seward, transferred as 
operator, Seward. 

Gertrude King, operator, Lincoln, transferred as line 
operator, Lincoln. 

Charlotte Porter, line operator, Lincoln, transferred 
as line supervisor, Lincoln. 

Ruth Straka, student operator, Havelock, transferred 
as operator, Havelock. 


Leola Demming, student operator, Syracuse, trans: | 
ferred as relief operator, Syracuse. 


Opal Dobson, student operator, College View, trans- 
ferred as operator, College View. 

Florence Rolder, operator, Hastings, transferred as in- 
formation operator, Hastings. 

Loraine Rouiler, information operator, Hastings, trans- 
ferred as observer, Hastings. 

Lucille Vollweiler, operator, Hastings, transferred as 
line operator, Hastings. 

Doris Rayls, student operator, York, transferred as op- 
erator, York. 

Ruth Warner, line operator, York, transferred as as’ 
sistant chief operator, York. 

Edith Landergren, chief operator, Greenwood, trans- 
ferred as operator, Louisville. 

Margaret Crashraw, student operator, Wahoo, trans: 
ferred as operator, Wahoo. 

Sara Caldwell, operator, Lincoln, transferred as Jocal 
supervisor, Lincoln. 

Velette Calfee, student operator, Lincoln, transferred 
as operator, Lincoln. 

Nola Dedmore, student operator, Lincoln, transferred 
as operator, Lincoln. 


Helen Schulling. chief operator-cashier, Greenwood; Alex Geist, local manager, Louisville; Mrs. Helen 
Wallick, chief operator, York; and Francis W. Brown, local manager, Bennet. 
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Stella Kipling, operator, Auburn, transferred as line 


operator, Auburn. 


Wilma Pickett, operator, Auburn, transferred as line 


operator, Auburn. 
Genevieve Johnson, student operator, 


Weeping Water, 


transferred as relief operator, Weeping Water. 
Virginia Milbourn, student operator, Hastings, erans- 


ferred as operator, Hastings. 


Marie Wilson, student operator, Hastings, transferred 


as operator, Hastings. 


Mary Sprenger, student operator, Hastings, transferred 


as operator, Hastings. 


Vida Forsha, student operator, Fairbury, transferred as 


as operator, Fairbury. 


Martha Merz, assistant chief operator, Seward, trans: 


ferred as line operator, Lincoln. 


Genevieve Charlton, student operator, York, trans- 


ferred as operator, York. 


Maxine Goin, student operator, York, transferred as 


operator, York. 


Harriette Gooden, student operator 
ferred as relief operator, Osceola 


, Osceola, trans- 


Elizabeth Weeden, relief operator, Osceola, transferred 


as operator, Osceola. 


Effie Alstrom, operator, Edgar, transferred as assist- 


ant chief operator, Edgar. 


Wilma Goesch, student operator, Edgar, transferred as 


relief operator, Edgar. 


November Service Anniversaries 


Those with less than five years service not included. 


Name Dates Towns 
CGO: PSM CY acibcencdchesadioten | 7) 0a eee Lincoln 
George W. Fawell.................. Ns Raa 2, 1 Reece Lincoln 
As ae So: | cere a oe enema se es Co Ee Lincoln 
he Be CIGON, saat tty etn i ap 0: Saeeeeeen Lincoln 
Herbert Huddleston .............. bee 2) i ae ee Lincoln 
William Rosenthal........00000..... J a ee Lincoln 
ee FP Ges acexcasdeeeves sud dewens EF ee Lincoln 
Raipu. 1. Burke tticcc.cc.ccennvous I a Lincoln 
Milo Caslavsky......................00 hie 1-05.24 Lincoln 
Harry G. Schilling... TBE I (a 6 Seer Lincoln 
Deroy  Feliet cic ccicaccsecouws | Cae Cs 5: ee Lincoln 
Mrs. Belle Twiss......00..0020.0002.. Lie e200... Louisville 
fae RC, pee 1 tae C4 | ne Fairbury 
af a a a vy 2 ue eR Tp ea es 6 Tecumseh 
Anna M. Seymour................ cca f(a Lincoln 
Mrs. Stella Fisher.................. EA | eee Lincoln 
Pearle Shreve sci cies. | ae 7 5 eee Lincoln 
Plame. TROWEM ccc cainssascecescscns 11-4-21.000.. College View 
Addelene Lorensen................. 11-10-24..Weeping Water 
Mrs. Charles Krig.ccccc-s0cccccacce. Lie 1294. Dwight 
Mrs. Jane DeFrance ............ Lis 1200 ee Gilead 
Margaret Bethscheider ........ 11-34-13... Hebron 
Piva: OalMen AAuccscaeaecis. oie eae V5 ee Sutton 
Ping: SICVELS~ cakeccdeceiuviiehce lis ae 1 iy er York 
RG: W APE oestcco ices a. |" ame: ae | rr York 


A fool there was and he saved 
as you and I; but he took them 
strong box when a salesman ca 
wildcat stocks, and the fool was 


his rocks, even 
out of the old 
lled with some 
stripped to his 


shirt and socks, even as you and I.—Exchange. 
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A. Geist Goes to Louisville 
From the Bennet Sun, September 19, 1929 


AST Saturday our Telephone Manager, Alex 
Geist, was all in readiness to move into 
new quarters with his family, when a call 

from the Lincoln office came offering him the 
Louisville exchange which has become important 
since the cement business has been enlarged, so 
the transfer is a promotion. It will be a distinct 
loss to Bennet to have Mr. Geist and his family 
leave, but his friends are glad to know that the 
Lincoln office appreciates his type of work. The 
Geists will be missed when they leave for they 
are interested in all things that effect the living 
conditions in the community. He is a competent, 
courteous and efficient official of the company 
and a good mixer. He deserves promotion and 
we predict he will continue to hear the call to 
higher responsibility 
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Nine Beatrice Employes Receive 


Red Cross Certificates 


T a joint meeting of the Iowa-Nebraska 
A Light and Power Company and Lincoln 

Telephone and Telegraph Company em- 
ployes, held recently in Beatrice, nine employes 
of the Beatrice exchange were awarded Ameri- 
can Red Cross certificates, in recognition for 
their work in completing the senior course of in- 
struction in first-aid work. This certificate 1s 
authority for these men to act as instructors in 
all phases of first-aid work, as set forth in the 
Red Cross hand book. 

The presentations were made by E. F. Burke, 
Company first-aid instructor. Following the 
presentation short talks were given by E. Ken- 
nedy, safety-first director, lJowa-Nebraska Light 
and Power Company, W. H. Caman, district 
manager, Beatrice; and L. C. Oberlies, personnel 
director, Lincoln. The following men received 
certificates: C. A. Beasley, lineman; Charles 
Dickenman, local manager; Ben Ford combina- 
tionman; Harlan Gillespie, apprentice switch- 
boardman; Dan Higgins, combinationman: 
Waldo McDowell, district clerk; James Smith, 
lineman; Walter Steward, switchboardman; and 
Frank Walager, combinationman. 
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Nebraska's 85,181 telephones on 114,000 
farms out-numbered cream separators by 818 and 
the 39,534 radio sets are 7,022 more than 
chicken incubators. There are 20,674 farm 
homes with running water and having 14,180 
baths. 


La 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


S THE winter months 
A are closing in upon this 

section of the world, 
telephone men and their fam- 
ilies turn their thoughts to- 
ward that great winter foe 
“sleet storm.” Plant men 
all over the Company's ter- 
ritory have been talking over 
and studying what to do, when to do, and how to 
handle their great enemy. 

So you see telephone men are the guardians of the 
circuits, a friendly, hard-hitting, bunch of craftsmen, 
who are proud of a good job well done. They real- 
ize that every inch of line they build must meet the 
test of carrying messages that may mean life or death; 
that make it possible to say, “Long distance,” any time 
of the day or night. Whatever else may fail the tele- 
phone service must go on, so hats off to those who 
make this service possible. 


F. McDowell and crew are busy rebuilding and re- 
routing farm lines east of Hastings. This work will 
consist of placing 304 poles, 342 crossarms, 41 miles 
of wire and transferring +8 miles of wire. 
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Work is being completed on Estimate 2694 which 
provides additional toll circuits between Lincoln, Bea- 
trice, Wymore and Marysville and rerouting the toll 
lead between Beatrice and Wymore. ‘This work was 
handled by Foreman L. Hodge and crew at Beatrice, 
M. Woodward and crew of Wymore, T. R. DeWolf 
and crew at Cortland and D. R. Smith and crew at 
Lincoln. 


The work of converting the Wahoo rural station 
to full metallic rewire and repairing the heavy rural 
lines is under way. This work is being handled by 
Foreman H. Moss and crew. Mr. Moss and his gang are 
also busy making changes in the distributing plant to 
reduce cable congestion. 
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Plant Progress 
By Thad Cone 


Construction Department 


Left—In his seat among the clouds is O. A. 

Nelson, Lincoln, lineman. Above is the cable 

yard, Lincoln. To the right is the joint pole 

lead on “IV” street, Lincoln. Last but not least 

is John Sullivan, yard foreman, Lincoln, who 
stands in the oval to the left. 


NOVEMBER 1929 


The Saronville town plant 
has received only minor re- 
pairs during the past ten 
years. General rebuilding of 
the plant including the re- 
placement of the _ heavier 
open wire leads with cable 
is in progress. This work is 


being handled by H. Studier 


R. C. Boling and crew are at work rebuilding the dis- 
tributing plant in the west and south portion of the 
“M” office area, Lincoln. 


Foremen L. Walentine, T. B. Chinnock, J. Umstead, 
and E. Scherer are in Talmage setting poles in connec- 
tion with the rebuilding of town and rural plants. 
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George Miers and crew of Seward are busy rebuild- 
ing eleven miles of heavier rural lines of that exchange. 


T. R. DeWolf and crew have been busy moving 
poles for road graders south of Plattsmouth. They 
have now moved to Nebraska City to finish subway 
extensions and cable rearrangements at Nebraska City. 


A. B. Smith and crew are repairing the heavier rural 
lines and rerouting the southeast toll entrance at Ash- 


land. 


Estimate covering the rebuilding of 65 miles of light 
rural lines at Davey has been completed. This work 
was handled by E. L. Martin and crew. 


Foreman G. A. Foster, with his crew of telephone 
men are working at Fairbury, removing poles and mak- 
ing cable extensions. This work will be completed 
within the next few days and Foreman Foster and his 
men will return to Hebron where they plan to com: 
plete their work of making repairs on the town plant. 
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This picture might well be 
“Our Telephone Girls at Work.” Here 
are Marjorie Twiss, chief operator, left, 
and Buelah Edwards, assistant chief op- er. This building houses the Bruning 


entitled Here is a good example of excellent 


erator, right, of the Louisville exchange. 


HE traffic and commercial de- 
T partments at Seward gave a 

miscellaneous shower _ on 
October 7th, in honor of Miss 
Pearl Evans, line operator, whose 
marriage to Mr. Carl Fuehring takes 
place in the near future. 

Miss Evans was the recipient of 
many useful gifts. Light refresh- 
ments were served at the close of 
the evening. 
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Charles B. Meshier, manager of 
the Fairbury exchange, Mrs. Mesh- 
ier, Maude Willey, chief operator, 
and Dora Schmidt, cashier, and her 
mother, Mrs. Schmidt, accompanied 
Miss Velma Bailey, assistant chief 
operator at Superior, to her home. 
Miss Bailey spent a few days at Fair- 
bury with Miss Willey. 


Miss Ruth Goslin, Havelock op- 
erator, is taking piano instructions 
this winter at Copps and Copps 
studio. The Havelock exchange 
says that Ruth can outplay the best 
pianists. 


Mrs. Florence Disher, night op- 
erator at Adams, returned October 
8th from a vacation spent at Bur- 
chard and Lincoln. 


Miss Fern Meade, relief operator 
at Tobias, has resigned to accept a 
position in The Horney Store at 
Tobias. Her place will be taken 
by Miss Estelle Maxon. 


William Bennett has been trans- 
ferred from the service department, 
Lincoln, to the Hastings exchange. 
Already it is said that “Bill” is a 
good Hastings booster. 


The American Legion Conven- 
tion held in Hastings recently 


brought two smiling faces to visit 
that exchange which the Telephone 
people vow they were more than 
pleased to see. Who were they? 
None other than the well-known 
Milton Barratt of the Arrow Air- 
craft Motors Corporation, and C. 
W. Motter, publicity director. 


It is still vacation time in the Lin- 
coln operating room. Miss Merlie 
Markuson has just returned from a 
visit with her parents at Rogers, 
Arkansaw. Miss Georgia Finnigan's 
vacation was spent in Chicago; Miss 
Ruth Gump's in Texas: Miss Sylvia 
Bartos visited her parents at Swan- 
ton. Miss Marie Portsche, Ruth 
Frost, Hazel Winders, and Anna 
Novak are on vacations at the pres- 
ent time. 


Here are some Exeter folks who 
celebrated their birthday on 
October 13th. Left to right: Mrs. 
Vern Hiatt, operator; Ray. Clin- 
ton, manager; and Mrs. Rex 
Alley, chief operator. 
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photography. George Jones himself, 
manager at Hebron, was the photograph- 


telephone family. 


George C. Mann, installation dis- 
patcher, Lincoln, became scout mas- 
ter of troop 14 of the Saragota 
School district. The troop is made 
up of 28 boys of early high school 


ag 
age. 


Miss Mable Kniess, desk operator 
at York, is back on the job again 
after several weeks absence on ac- 
count of illness. The exchange is 
happy to see her ‘up and around’ 
once more. 


A farewell dinner in honor of 
Miss Violette Johnson, Edgar, was 
given by Miss Emogene Wager, 
Tuesday, September 17th, at 12:30. 
The girls found their places at the 
table and enjoyed a delicious three 
course dinner. “Vi" was presented 
with a silver creamer and sugar set 
from Mrs. Millie Beal, chief opera- 
tor, and the girls of the telephone 
force. Those present were the 
Misses Violette Johnson, Dena Kiel, 
Wilma Goesch, Myreta Kinkead, 
Emogene Wagar, and Ruth and 
Effie Ahlstrom. Mrs. Beal took 
complete charge at the exchange of- 
fice while the girls were celebrating. 


Miss Johnson left for Henry. 
Nebraska where she will make her 
home with her father, the Reverend 
Fred H. Johnson, pastor of the M. 
E. Church who was recently trans’ 
ferred to Henry from Wilber. 
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Miss Carletta Curtis, operator at 
Auburn, was a caller at the Hum- 
boldt office during September. 

% *f Bo 

Charles E. Brokenicky, trans: 
ferred to the switchroom from the 
Western Electric company, Septem- 
ber 16th, has entered the State Uni- 


versity. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


Meet these charming Edgar operators. Left 
to right: Violette Johnson, Wilma Goesch 
Myreta Kinkead, Dena Kiel, Mrs. Millie Beal 
chief operator; Ruth Ahlstrom, Emogene 
Wagar and Ejfie Ahlstrom, assistant chief 


operator. 


The traffic department at Wilber 
attended the kitchen shower, Sep- 
tember 30th, given in honor of 
Miss Helen Shimonek, former night 
operator at Wilber. Miss Shimonek 
received many beautiful gifts, and a 
very enjoyable time was reported by 
all present. 


Mrs. Ruth Van Vleet, assistant 
chief operator at York, resigned her 
position October Ist, to take up an- 
other line of work. Her’s was one 
of those smiling voices one likes 
to here about and will be missed 
by her co-workers as well as the 
many friends and patrons she has 
helped to serve in the past five 
years. Good luck to you Ruth. and 
success and happiness in your new 
vocation, 


Seated on the walk in front of the 
general ojfices Lincoln, is George 
Darnold, custodian. 


Miss’ Mildred 
Miller, Lincoln, op- 
erator, has been off 
duty several days on 
account of illness. 
The office force 
sends her their sym- 
pathy and_ hopes 
she will be back a: 
work soon. 
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John Lahr, man- 
ager at Hastings, 
with his family re- 
cently motored 
through the Black 
Hills. John says 
South Dakota 1s 
all right but he likes 


Nebraska better. 


The girls at Wilber blossomed 
forth October Ist in gaily colored 


smocks. T’is said that the Wilber 


exchange looks very much like a 
flower garden now. 


Welcome and Farewell 

Mrs. Helen Wallick will take 
charge of the position of chief op- 
erator of the York exchange in this 
city on October 6th, following the 
resignation of Miss Anna Sievers, 
present chief operator, who has 
held this position for the past six 
years. She will go to Emblem, 
Wyoming, in the Yellowstone park 
region, where she will be connected 
with the telephone business. Mrs. 
Wallick has been in charge of a 
number of the large exchanges of 
the Company at other points for 
about 20 years, and it 1s very suc’ 
cessful in telephone management, 
according to C. G. Bennett, man- 
ager of the York district. 


Miss Loraine Rouler, informa: 
tion operator, Hastings, returned 
to work September 2nd. Miss 
Roulier has been on sick leave since 
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June 15th. The telephone family 
are glad to know that she is much 
improved in health. 


Mrs. Sadie Urch, night operator 
at Ashland, is spending two weeks 
in Lincoln with her two daughters. 


Frances Ossowski, desk operator 
at Fairbury, resigned October 14th, 
to be married. 


In the circle to the left is Miss Katherine 
Reel, a new stenographer and clerk in the 
Lincoln supply department. Below is none 
other than Al O'Dell, traffic department, 
and Dewey Nelson, accounting department, 
Lincoln, snapped while attending — the 
American Legion Convention at Louisville, 
Kentucky. Notice the horses! The young 


lady is still unknown. 


Me Myprersih: 


Miss Adele Windels of the Syra- 
cuse traffic department, entered the 
University of Nebraska this fall. 


Miss Louise Merz, relief operator 
at Seward, has resigned to resume 
he studies at the University of Ne- 
braska. 


John Moorehead, storekeeper at 
the Hastings exchange, was on the 
sick list for a few days, but is back 
again and feeling much better. It’s 
hard to keep a good man down! 


On the evening of September 
27th, the Misses G. Finnigan, 
Gladys Uland, Marie Portsche, Elma 
Corbin, and Cleda Kendall of che 
Lincoln toll office. drove out to the 
site of the old Academy for a 
weinie roast. They are all good fire 
builders and weinie roasters, so a 
good time was had by all. 


Miss Leota Glass, toll operator at 
Hastings, left September 16th, on 
her vacation. Before leaving 1416s 
Glass announced her approaching 
marriage to Harold Hoevet of Fair- 
field. Our best wishes are extended 
to the happy pair. 
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Miss Gluta May Boge resigned 
her position as local operator at 
Hastings to enter Hastings College 
as a Senior. 


Good Service Rendered 


The Havelock girls were made 
exceptionally proud the other day 
when a Lincoln subscriber, who has 
occasion to call many Havelock 
numbers every day, stopped, at the 
office and presented them with a 
three pound box of “Mrs. Stover’s”’ 
candy, hoping the girls would en- 


Here is H. J. Ball and his farm line gang 
at the Hehron pole yard unloading a car 
of poles. In the ova! to the right is Jack 
Mankamyer himself, combination man at 


Ashland. 


Joy it as much as he appreciated 
their fine service! 

The telephone girls at Ashland 
received a three pound box of 
candy with a card from Dr. Mce- 
IInay, saying “Thanks for the 
splendid service.” 


Mr. Thomas Gilmore of the 
Mountain States Telephone Com- 
pany spent part of his vacation 
visiting the Lincoln switchroom. 


Speaking of diamonds it is said 
that the Telephone folks should see 
the one which just appeared at the 
Fairbury traffic department. Just 
ask Katie Kiester, assistant chief op- 
erator, but without a doubt she will 
tell you to ask “Clarence.” 
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L. M. Campbell, directory super- 
visor, Lincoln, made a visit at the 
Bennet office on October 14th. 
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The office building at Bennet has 
been newly decorated and re- 
modeled and an Arcola heating 
plant installed. The operating room 
has been furnished with new furni- 
ture and drapes of which the Ben- 
net exchange is very proud. 


Wilma  MclIn- 
tire, cashier for 
the Nebraska City 
Exchange, was, up 
to the minute the 
News went to 
press, third from 
the top in the Ne- 
braska City Ma- 
jestic Popularity 


Contest, conducted 
by the Weiler Radio 
Company, with the 
assistance of six 
other business 
houses in that city. 
The girl who re 
ceives the highest 
number of votes, 
wins a large new 
Majestic Radio; while the remain- 
ing six highest on the list, receive 
many valuable gifts from the town 
merchants. Here’s wishing good 
luck to the telephone girl. 


Edward Flowerday, Seward, who 
sustained a compound fracture of 
his right leg a few days while work- 
ing with the hole digger of the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, is improving at St. 
Mary’s hospital, Nebraska City, 
where he has been a patient since 
the accident. 

H. F. McCulla, assistant commer- 
cial superintendent, and president 
of the National Junior Chamber of 
Commerce returned from a trip 
through Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and 
Wisconsin on October 20th. Short- 
ly before his return he attended 
a national convention of Commer: 
cial Organization Secretaries held 
at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


Miss Lois Lindstrom is the new 
relief operator at the Gresham ex 
change. The Lincoln Telephone 
News and the telephone family 
take pleasure in welcoming her 
into the family circle. 


A certain loquacious friend, Clark 
Oberlies, the Company's well-known 
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No this is not Council Bluffs. It’s Pike's 
Peak. 
Guthrie, switchroom, Lincoln, and his va- 
cation party while on a return trip to Pike's 


The picture was taken by R. R. 


Peak in August. 


personnel director at Lincoln, was 
“pinch-hitter” for some speaker at 
the Nebraska Photographers’ Con- 
vention at York and cleared the 
bases with a home-run. He also 
attended a meeting of the singing 
Rotarians there and joined in the 
harmony. 


Miss Effie Ahlstrom, acting chief 
operator during the absence of 
Mrs. Millie Beal, at Edgar, was 
taken suddenly ill and removed to 
the Mary Lanning hospital at Hast- 
ings where she submitted to an op- 
eration for acute appendicitis. Dr. 
C. W. Keith was in charge of the 
case. ; 

According to the latest reports 
Miss Ahlstrom is “feeling much 
better,” and the telephone folks 
extend their sincere sympathy and 
good wishes for a speedy recovery 
to her in her illness. 


Meet little Miss Margorie Cox. 

Lincoln service department. That s 

her leoking out of the automobile 
window! 
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Who are these charming 
young ladies? Why, they’re 
Miss Leta Brown, left, and 
Miss Faith Kulhanek, right, 
both of the Fairbury exchange. 


The little Japanese Butterfly 
is Patricia Clinton, daughter of 
Ray Clinton at Exeter. Below is 
Joy Dobs, city inspector, Lin- 
coln. The gentleman driving 
the ‘one-hoss-shay’ is William 
Hassler, chief-of-service clerk, 
Lincoln. 


Seated at his switchboard 
in Burchard, where he has 
served his Company many long 
and faithful years, is W. E. 
Herron, chief operator-cashier. 


These are not Hollywood bath- 
ing beauties. Believe it or not. 
They belong to the Lincoln ac- 
counting department. They are 
left to right: Ruth Fort and 
Garrison Green. Below is Le- 
land Hodge, foreman, Lincoln 
construction department. 


She Knew 


An angry telephone patron in 
Auburn, charged extra for mes- 
senger service when. he called a 
Nebraska City friend, roared to one 
of our good-looking central girls re- 
cently: “Outrageous! Why, in 
Auburn one can talk to hell-and- 
back for 10 cents!” 

“Oh, yes,” said the Girl with a 
Smile in her Voice, “‘but that’s 
within your city limits.” 
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Not a Lincoln T. and T. Girl! 

She: ““No one understands me.” 

He: “No wonder; your mother 
was a telephone operator and your 
father, a radio announcer.” 


The Editor’s Opportunity 
“Dear Mr. Motter: Will you 


please read the enclosed poem care- 
fully and return it to me with your 
candid criticism as soon as 
possible, as I have other 
irons in the fire.” 

‘‘Dear Sir: Remove the 
irons and insert the 
poem.” 


The Psalm of Life 


Lives of great men all re- 
mind us, 
As their pages o’er we 
turn, 
That we're apt to leave 
behind us 
Letters that we ought 
to burn. 


—California Pelican. 


* * * 


Revenge 


A little boy with a ter’ 
rible toothache went to 
the dentist to have the 
bad tooth pulled out. 
When the painful opera- 
tion was over he asked 
the dentist to let him have 
the tooth. 

“What do you want the 
tooth for?” asked the den- 
tist. 


Slapping the Goodies 


“Are you rushing some good 
prospects for the fraternity?” 

“I should say so! Two fur coats, 
one Cadillac, and three beautiful 
sisters.’ —Life. 


J ’, 
OR 


Weather or Whether 


Cobe Tomson: “Have you a 
date tomorrow night?” 

Ace Waters: “It depends on the 
weather.” 

Cobe: “Why the weather?” 

Ace: “Yeah, whether she'll go 
or not.” 


Smiles 


Getting wrong numbers over the 
telephone is not always the fault 
of the operator. Faulty enuncia- 
tion is more often to blame. This 
incident illustrates one of the dif- 
ficulties an operator has to over- 
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come in answering calls: 

An Englishman speaks over the 
telephone: 

“Yes, this is Mr. *Arrison. What, 
you can't ‘ear? This is Mr. “Arri- 
son—haitch, hay, two hars, a hi, 
a hess, a ho, and a hen—’Arrison.” 
Telephone Review. 
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Always Obliging 

A lay preacher was lost in the 
happy selection of his text, when he 
repeated in vigorous accents. of 
pleading: “Brothers and sisters, at 
the last day there are going to be 
sheep and there are going to be 
goats, who’s going to be the sheep 
and who's going to be the goat?” 

A solitary Irishman who had 
been sitting in the back of the 
church listening attentively, rose 
and said: ; 

“Orll be the goat. Go on and 
tell the joke.” . 
Papa Got Even 

“Papa?” asked the lit- 
tle boy, “why does Fido 
wag his tail so much?” 

‘That's a means of ex- 

- | pression, son,” replied the 
| parent. 

“But, Papa, that isn't 
a means; it’s an_ end. 
Ouch, Papa, that hurts.” 
—Pennsylvania Punch 
Bowl. 

Sophistication 

A father took his little 
boy, Billy, to the park, 
and there the youngster 
saw a stork among other 
interesting exhibits. The 
boy seemed to be greatly 
interested in the stork, 
and looked at him as long 
as he could. Then, turn- 
ing to his father, he said 
disappointedly: “Gee, 
Daddy, he never recog: 
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Telephone operator: “I 
have your party. Deposit 
five cents, please.” 

Souse at pay station: 
“Whazzat?” 

Operator: “Please de- 
posit your money.” 


ae r4 - - ° ‘ ue . oy fe 
I am going to take it “Lets go over and speak to the girls on the corner.” Souse: “‘Listen, girlie, 


home, fill it with sugar 
and watch the darn thing 
ache.” us. 
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“Naw—Theyre telephone girls and wouldn't answer 


wat I wan’s a conversha'n 
from a fren’, not financial 
advice from a stranger.” 


A Reduction Lincoln 
in Long Distance Telephone Celpphone 


Rat 
a News 


An Advertisement of the 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company + 
ee : TT 
On January 1, 1930, there is effective a reduction in , . 


various long distance telephone rates in the Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company System which 
on the present volume of calls means a saving of sev- 
eral thousands of dollars a year to the telephone- 
using public in the twenty counties served by the 
Company. This is the fourth reduction in long dis- 
tance rates within a little more than three years. On 
October 1, 1926, they were reduced. On Decem- 
ber 1, 1927, a second reduction was made. On 
February 1, 1929, a third reduction was made. 


These reductions are in accordance with the aim of 
the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company to 
continue to furnish the best possible telephone serv- 
ice at the least cost to the public. Earnings must, of fp T Pp mb Pr r 
course, be sufficient to permit the best possible tele- 
phone service at all times and to provide a reasonable | l J Aq 
payment to stockholders with an adequate margin 
to insure financial safety. Earnings in excess of these 
requirements will either be spent for the enlargement 
and improvement of the service, or the rates for the 
service will be reduced. This is fundamental in the 
policy of the management. ) 
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Santa Chuckled 


By NORMAN OTT, Lincoln 


ae ARD Boiled” Jim Harger, 

admittedly the grump- 

iest, grouchiest leather- 
neck of all the motley crew of 
case-hardened linemen employed 
by the Mammoth Telephone 
Company, swore fervently as he 
buckled on his climbers. Tall 
and spare and saturnine of coun- 
tenance was Jim, and discontent 
sat heavily upon his heart this 
Christmas Eve. 

Not, you may be sure, that 
Christmas Eve meant anything 
personally to Jim. He had 
neither chick nor child, wife nor 
mother, to share the season’s 
joys with him. As a matter of 
fact, he would have argued vio- 
lently against the very existence 
of such joys. But it was evening, 
and the boys back at the board- 


ings. Creatures of the midnight 
hours, whose pitiful lives con- 
trast miserably with the glitter- 
nie surroundings in which they 
toll. 


She would, he mused, be leav- 
ing these fatherless babes alone 
throughout the night—as she 
had left them before and as she 
would continue to leave them in 
the future. He pondered, for a 
mcment, upon the ever-present 
fear that must be hers as she 
exposed these innocents to the 
triple dangers of fire, sickness 
and accident. 

The man shrugged off his mo- 
ment of weakness and played his 
flash light upon the multitude 
of wires within the terminal. 
Quickly tracing the offending 
drop he located his “bug” and 


ing house were this moment sit- “He was in the very act of T@ absorbed the next few minutes 


ting down to such a roaring 
game as only full pockets can in- 
duce. 

Thus Jim—making ready to shoot a “bug” in 
a drop that fed telephone service to one of the 
city’s huge gas plants—plumbed the very depths 
of discontent. Viciously he dug his hooks into 
the pole as he swung upward. He came abreast 
of the terminal and snapped his safety belt into 
position. He was in the very act of removing 
the terminal cover when his eyes were drawn 
from his work and his hands ceased to function. 

The pole upon which Jim rested stcod very 
close to a decaying old tenement—so very close 
indeed that no more than a few inche separated 
it from the second story window into which his 
eyes had strayed. 

The feeble light of a tiny lamp lit a room so 
bare, so desolated by the consuming grind of 
poverty, that even a heart as hardened to suf- 
fering as that possessed by the man who clung 
aloft was not unmoved. | 

A bent, toil-worn mother, her face ravaged 
by the marks of burdens far greater than she 
could bear, was preparing three gay but ragged 
children for bed. A sturdy boy and two wist- 
fully happy little girls. 

Jim knew the woman for one of that throng of 
workers who spend the long night hours with 
mop and broom in the city’s great office build- 


moving the terminal cover when 
his eyes were drawn from his 
work.” 


in its extermination. His task 
completed he prepared to de- 
scend, when his eyes were again 
caught by the lighted window. 

The children had disappeared behind a cur- 
tain that hid the bed, but three ragged little 
stockings hanging behind the tiny stove testified 
to their implicit belief in the Patron Saint of the 
Kingdom of Childhood. 

And then—it seems like a fairy tale—the soul 
of “Hard Boiled” Jim Harger was shaken to its 
very center. For he saw the mother, pitiful in 
the shabby rags she had donned to brave the 
cold of the streets, fumbling in the depths of 
her worn purse. He saw her spread its miser- 
able contents upon the table. And he saw her 
face sink slowly into her hands, while her body 
was racked by the agony of her stifled sobs. 

Down the pole went Jim. Off came his 
hcoks. Into the waiting company car he 
bounced, and the street still echced the spitting 
crackle of its engine when he had turned the 
corner to head straight for the great toy shops 
in the city’s heart. | 

Milling crowds of late shoppers noted an in- 
congruous figure in their midst—a workman 
with seamed, hard face and dreaming eyes, who 
purchased toys and candy with reckless abandon. 

It was but the work of a moment to climb the 
pole, when the man returned to the tenement 
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an hour later. Another moment sufficed for 
raising the window, and then began a series of 
trips from window to ground and from ground 
to window. Each time the figure upon the pole 
carried aloft bulging sacks and parcels which he 
set carefully through the window. When fn- 
ally he stepped inside, his flashlight played for 
an instant upon the miserable furniture—<hen 
sought out the three small stockings. And 
Santa Claus in person could never have suc- 
ceeded in stuffing so great a wealth of toys and 
dolls, candy and nuts, apples and oranges, into 
such tiny stockings. The man piled the over- 
flow upon the floor. Santa himself could have 
done no better. 

He turned back to the window—-then paused 
and listened intently. Softly, on tip-toe, he 
moved to the curtain. Slowly he parted it and 
the beam of his flashlight searched the bed until 
it came to rest upon three tousled heads; upon 
three faces with lips that twitched into wuny 
smiles as childhood’s dream world, open alike 
to baby prince and baby pauper, spread its 
wealth of Christmas glory before them. 

The man who came down the pole could not 
have been Jim Harger. For this man chuckled 
—deep, throaty chuckles—as he removed his 
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hooks, and “Hard Boiled” Jim Harger had not 


been heard to chuckle for over thirty years. 
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Being Kind 


A voice across the telephone can make or mar 
the day, 

Be careful of the tone you use, and think of 
what you Say. 

Your pleasant smile cannot be seen, or known 
your kindly heart, 

For people on the telephone are often miles 
apart, 

The girls who say “Number, please” have many 

lines to mind, 

Mistakes are sure to happen, so be patient and 
be kind; 

For life is like a garden where our daily acts are 
grown, 

And as nature has ordained it, we reap as we 
have sown. 

So sow a smile and reap a smile, and in the end 
you ll find 

That nothing gains more victories than the art 
of being kind. 


—A Havelock Telephone Miss. 


© * Santa himself could have done no better.” 
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Budget Books Ready For Distribution 


The 1930 Edition to Include Several Changes in 
Line With Suggestions From Users 


| HE 1930 edition of the Income and Expense 

Record book will be available to employes 

January lst, and the distribution will be 
made through the office of L. C. Oberlies, per- 
sonnel director, room 200, Lincoln. Applica- 
tion may be made by employes through their 
immediate supervisor who will forward them di- 
rectly to the personnel director. The many re- 
quests that have already been received for the 
new edition indicate the growing popularity of 
this splendid record book. 

More than 18,000 replies to the questionnaires 
enclosed in the 1929 edition of the Income and 
Expense Record, of which approximately 60,000 
copies were issued, have been received from 
telephone employes throughout the United 
States and Canada. Approximately 500 sug- 
gestions were received, some of which will be 
incorporated in the next edition. 

“An analysis of the replies has provided some 
very interesting and valuable information which 
should result in a still better book for use in 
1930. The new edition will be available to em- 
ployes early in December of this year. 

Many of the replies suggested tables or charts 
showing the distribution of income for em- 
ployes at various salary rates. The idea back 
of these suggestions was that it would enable 
the users of the Income and Expense Record to 
compare their expenses with an average or ideal 
budget. Many attempts have been made by 
banks, insurance companies and others to pro- 
vide such information in connection with ex- 
pense or budget books which they have issued, 
but there are substantial differences in their 
views. 

Let us look at a few of these suggestions ap- 
plying to an individual 
earning $2,400 a year. 
A. statistical organiza- 
tion suggests that 26 
percent of the above- 
mentioned income 
should be spent for 
food. A life insurance 
company suggests that 
224 percent of the in- 
come should be spent 


cent for a family of two. A publishing house 
suggests 27 percent. The difference between 
the highest percentage (27 percent) and lowest 
(17% percent), or 94 percent, amounts to $228 
a year on a salary of $2,400 a year. ' 

It is obvious from the foregoing that there is 
no ideal budget or distribution of income for 
each salary class. The cost of living varies 
throughout the United States and Canada. Rents 
are generally higher in the larger cities than in 
the smaller ones. Clothing is more reasonable 
in some places than in other, and so-forth. 

The United States Government, in its pam- 
phlet entitled “Planning and Recording Family 
Expenditures,” states “There is no standard plan 
of expenditures for a family of a given size with 
a given income. It is useful to know what oth- 
ers do to get information on such points as the 
cost of an adequate diet for the family, but the 
detailed plan must be developed by each family 
to suits its own special needs.” 

If an individual will keep a record of his in- 
come and expenditures, he will soon have a rec- 
ord which will enable him to determine whether 
he is saving sufficiently and he will also have 
data helpful in the preparation of his budget. 

A number of replies suggested that column 
headings be provided on the forms indicating 
various classes of expenses, such as food, shelter, 
clothing, etc. The present form with blank 
column headings enables the user to select his 
or her own classification. Some employes desire 
more detail than others. The classification for 
a family should be different than for an individ- 
ual. To print headings in the columns would 
make the book less flexible and would require 
that all employes record their expenses alike. 

To employes who 
are starting the In- 
come and Expense 
Record for the first 
time, it is suggested 
that a list of the ex- 
penses ordinarily 1n- 
curred from day to day 
be made. Expense 
items on this list may 
then be grouped ac- 


for food where there A view of the newly constructed telephone building at cording to each in 
are two persons in the Fairmont. Installation of the central office equipment dividual’s desires. From 
family. A public util js being made and will be placed into service sometime year to year, changes 
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classification to fit changing conditions. 

Of those persons who returned answers to the 
questionnaire and who started to keep an In- 
come and Expense Record in 1928, 64 percent 
kept it for the complete year. The balance, or 
36 percent, started the record but dropped it 
before the end of the year. While informa- 
tion is not available as to the various reasons 
why the record was discontinued, it was appar- 
ently due to some personal reason, such as sick- 
ness, or vacation. There were very few that 
indicated that the Income and Expense Record 
was not suited to their needs or that it was too 
complicated. 

Apparently many dropped the record at vaca- 
tion period because, during their vacation, no 
record of expenses was kept and upon return it 
was found difficult to balance the record and 
start again. To those who experienced this dit- 
ficulty, it is suggested that the difference be- 
tween the cash at the beginning and end of the 
vacation be entered as a lump sum under Mis- 
cellaneous Expenses or Vacation Expenses, if de- 
tails are not available. 

There were several suggestions that space be 
provided to describe or itemize daily expenses. 
The present book provides blank column head- 
ings, in which may be written a brief descrip- 
tion or classification of the expenses. There 
should be no need for an explanation of each 
item of expense incurred, since the column head- 
ing indicates the nature of the expense and 
large expenditures are usually not incurred daily. 
Coding may be used indicating for certain classes 
of expense the individual for whom the money 
was spent. Under the item Clothing, a letter 
assigned to each individual of the family may be 
inserted in front of the expense entry, such as 
F—Florence, R-—Robert, etc. If detail is de- 
sired as to the nature of the expense, it can be 
written in the column, just above the expense 
entry, such as Shoes $5.00, or a separate record 
can be kept on one of the 
blank pages. 

A few requests were made 


tion of the treatment of life 
insurance premiums; 1. e., 
whether they should be con- 
sidered entirely as Expense 
or partly Expense and partly 


Savings. The primary pur- Company during 
pose of life insurance is pro- years. 

tection of dependents. It VI ZG wscsesicsesseessescns 
ac also a savings value 2 2° ee 
has also a savings value cae 

which increases from year to ioa7 
year and which may _ ulti- 1928... 


mately be enjoyed by the in- 
sured after reaching — th 
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LONG DISTANCE CALLS 
that there be an explana- GROW 


Growth of the use of our long 
distance facilities is well illustrated 
by the following figures, which 
show the number of long distance 
calls made by subscribers of the Lin- 
coln Telephone 


1929 (First 11 months)....1,940,484 
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period of life when the protection of dependents 
is no longer the prime interest. It would be dit- 
ficult and confusing to the majority of employes 
to try to separate each premium paid into Ex- 
pense (cost of protection) and Savings (cash 
surrender value). For the sake of simplicity of 
record keeping, it is suggested that all insurance 
premium payments be entered on the record as 
items of Expense, but at the end of the year, 
when making up a balance sheet, the cash sur- 
render values of insurance policies may be en- 
tered as Assets. 

There were many other suggestions, most of 
of them representing particular individual re- 
quirements or usages, which indicate that the 
present book is flexible and can be used in a 
number of ways. 

The following changes are being considered 
for inclusion in the 1930 edition: 

1. Provision for daily cash balancing. 

2. More expense columns. 

3. Cutting off the top of the monthly sheets 
so that expense headings need be written in only 
once a year. 

4. Provision for comparison of current 
month’s receipts and expenditures with same 
month of previous year or budget, or overrun or 
underrun from budget. . 

3. A column on each monthly sheet for in- 
vestments. 

6. An insurance policy record. 

7. A balance sheet. 

8. More blank sheets for additional records. 

9. A calendar. 

10. More lines on the Monthly Summary 
Sheet, and a slight rearrangement of the form. 

11. “My Financial Forecast.” 

12. A “Questionnaire Form” to be filled out 
and returned by the user of the book. 

The results of the questionnaire have been 
gratifying and have provided suggestions for im- 
proving the budget book in a way that will meet 
the requirements of the ma- 
jority of the employes. Over 
900 favorable comments on 
the old book were received, 
all of them indicating that 
it was filling an important 
part in the employes’ thrift 
plans. 
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Present Prizes To Campaign Winners 


N recognition of being high point winners in 
their respective groups, during the Silver 
Anniversary Revenue Development Cam- 

paign, nine employes of the Company each re- 
ceived certificates of merit and a prize. The 
gifts were hand-tooled leather bags for the 
ladies and key containers and bill folds for the 
men. 

The presentations were made at a series of 

dinners held at each of the district offices in the 
presence of the local managers, chief operator- 
cashiers and members of the general commer- 
cial department staff. This was a part of a series 
of commercial conferences held during the early 
part of November at which time section six of 
the Commercial Practice, covering collections 
Was presented for the first time and the Ex- 
change Tariffs were reviewed. 
This part. of the conference was directed by 
lyde Burge, commercial engineer, who was as- 
sisted by L. M. Campbell, directory supervisor: 
Merle Hale, methods supervisor; and G. W. 
Jahn, revenue accountant. 

Those who received prizes were: Group 1— 


OQ 


Hastings—John Spady, winner. Group 2—Ne- 
braska City—W. C. Lant, winner. Group 3-— 
Flattsmouth—F. Kuchera, winner. Group 4— 
Superior—L. O. McClintock, winner. Group 5 
—Hebron—-George Jones, winner. Group 6— 
Ohiowa-—R. DeLa Mater, winner. Group 7— 
Davenport—Mrs. Helen Harms, winner: Mrs. 
Harms secured 100 percent total revenue. Group 
S8—Panama—Mrs. Laura M. Haggard. Mrs. 
Haggard secured 100 percent total revenue. 
Group 9—Brownville—Miss Elizabeth Morrison 
secured 100 percent total revenue. 
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Extend Hours For Overseas Service 

O meet the requirements of a constantly in- 
TS creasing traffic, transatlantic telephone 

service has been put on a twenty-four 
hour basis. The round-the-clock service extends 
to all points in Europe now connected to Amer- 
ica by the overseas circuits. For the past year 
the daily service period has been from 6:30 a. 
m. to i0 p. m. New York time. 

This enlargement of the service has been fa- 
cilitated by the recent opening cf the short wave 
radio transmitting center of the American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company at Lawrence- 
ville, N. J. Two short wave transmitters are 
now in operation there, providing, with the 
original long wave circuit, a total of three radio 
telephone channels across the Atlantic. 

Due to the difference in time between points 
linked to the overseas telephone—a maximum 
of nine hours between Califcrnia and Middle 
Europe—the service has not hitherto been avail- 
able everywhere throughout the business day. 
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Above: UW. bk. Bell presenting certificate of merit to Laura M. Haggard, chief operator-cashier, Panama. J. A. Me- 
Kinzie. Lincoln district: manager, stands on the right. Local managers and chief operators-cashiers of the Lincoln 
district and members of general commercial department staff attend banquet in honor of Mrs. Haggard. 
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“Colds” 


By G. H. MISKO, M. D. 
Medical Director 


HE common so-called “Cold” is known in 

medicine as acute coryza. It is an acute 

inflammation of the mucous membranes 
of the nose and throat, prevailing most exten- 
sively in the changeable weather of the spring 
and early winter. Coryza may occur in epidemic 
form, many cases arising In a community within 
a few weeks, out-breaks which are very like, 
though less intense, than the 
epidemic “enfluenza.” More 
often it is a local outbreak 
among members of a house, 
or in places of work, where 
several people are in the same 
room. 

The patient feels indis- 
posed, perhaps chilly, has 
headaches, and sneezes fre- 
quently. There is usually a 
slight fever, the pulse is 
quick, the skin is dry, and 
there are all the features of 
a feverish attack. 

The common cold, as it is 
called, for years has been dis- 
missed as being a minor ail- 
ment; yet it is really a serious 
handicap, not only to your 
health, but to industry. It can be the forerun: 
ner to influenza, pneumonia, tuberculosis of the 
lungs, and other really serious diseases. Even it 
none of these follow a cold, the whole system 
often has become run down, so that it takes sev- 
eral weeks to build it up again. 


These seemingly minor illnesses in the wintei 
can be reduced if you will only take the mat. 
ter of health more seriously. The normal person 
is unaware of his own bodily machinery, and 
figures it will function just as surely as the sun 
will shine. Only when he becomes ill does he 
usually think of his physical self. 

As a matter of fact, health is contagious. Here 
are some of the ways in which you can catch 
health. Get sufficient rest, that is, relaxation 
from routine, and enough sleep at night with 
the windows open. If you feel run down and 
sniffy and believe that a cold is about to attach 
you, a few hours spent in bed will often put it 
to flight. Walk in the fresh air and take some 
regular daily exercise. Eat simple foods, well’ 
balanced and regular meals, more fruit,. salads, 
and vegetables, and less heavy meats and rich 
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“Cover that sneeze.” 


deserts. Drink more water, at least six glasses a 
day. 

The physically fit person is seldom susceptable 
to colds, it is usually the one whose resistance 
has been lowered by fatigue, improper foods, 
and careless habits who is the common cold 
“catcher.” When you feel the cold coming on, 
take a hot bath, and drink some hot lemonade 
and get to bed. When 
sneezing, be sure to cover 
your face with a handker- 
chief. because in sneezing 1n- 
fectious droplets of mucus 
and saliva from the nose and 
mouth are scattered about the 
room and will spray a person 
with the “cold” germs. There 
infectious droplets are scat- 
tered for a distance of 15 to 
20 feet with each sneeze, and 
it is your duty, your obliga- 
tion to your fellow workman 
to cover your face when you 
sneeze and prevent the 
spreading of your cold as 
much as possible. 

In an organization such as 
ours, or any place in which 
people are close to each other in their work, the 
person with a cold should not be allowed to 
come near the well employe. Colds are highly 
contagious and are the cause of more absences 
from work than all other respiratory diseases put 
together. So as a closing remark: “Cover that 
Sneeze!” 
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Blue Springs Exchange Discontinued 
N satuRDAY, November 9th, the Nebraska 
State Railway commission issued an or 
der allowing the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company to transfer subscribers now 
being served at the Blue Springs exchange, it re- 
cently purchased, to its Wymore exchange and 
to discontinue and abandon that at Blue Springs. 
The commission says that as 60 percent of the 
subscribers have petitioned for this change ot 
service and the legislature has pre-empted the 
field by providing that no exchange can be 
abandoned except by the consent of the patrons 
filed with the commission, it has nothing to say 
about it except to sufficiency and efficiency of 
the service and reasonableness of the rates. 
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Burke Heads Safety Committee 


T a meeting of the executive board of the 
Cornhusker Area council of the Boy 
Scouts of America, held at the Chamber 

of Commerce in Lincoln, Monday noon, Novem- 
ber 18th, E. F. Burke, safety first director, Lin- 
coln general offices, was elected president of 
the safety committee. Mr. Burke will choose 
the personnel of his committee sometime in the 
near future, it has been reported. 
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McCulla Speaker At Armistice 
Day Dinner 


H. F. McCulla, assistant commercial superin- 
tendent and national president of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, delivered the principal 
address at the Hastings Annual Armistice Day 
Dinner, which is sponsored annually by the 
American Legion Auxiliary for the veterans of 
all wars. ? | 

Mr. McCulla gave an interesting review of 
the progress that is being made in the develop- 
ment of air transportation throughout the Unit- 
ed States and pointed out the opportunities of 
a community getting behind a program to de- 
velop aviation. 
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Automatic Telephones Installed 
In Egypt 

Egypt's telephone operators are about to be 
replaced by automatic telephones. Installation 
of the necessary apparatus has started in the 
newly built telephone headquarters at Cairo. It 
will take approximately a year to complete the 
work. 

The necessity for this step has long been ap- 
parent because of the many lan- 
Suages current in Egypt. The oper- 
ators must speak four languages and 
count in still others. It is not al- 
ways possible in this polyglot com- 
munity at Cairo, to find young ladies 
with such linguistic abilities. 


-6- 
el 7 
2 oh <2 


What is said to be the largest or- 

gan in the world has recently been 
completed in Liverpool Cathedral. 
t 


. 
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It is so big that a private elephone Ab 
system has been installed, with 
seventeen telephones located in vart- 
ous parts of the huge instrument, so 
that the workmen engaged in tuning | 
it can communicate with an assist- 
ant at the keyboard. 
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A Model Housekeeper! 


LESSON in neatness and cleanliness may 
be learned by any industrious telephone 
wife who wishes to call some bright and 

sunny day on Manager J. R. Manners at Wahoo. 
Down in the basement of the Wahoo telephone 
building Mr. Manners has a storeroom that is a 
miniature haven of cleanness. It is a spot 
where there is a place for everything and every- 
thing is kept in that place. 

A telephone storeroom is much like a well- 
organized kitchen where a good cook and house- 
keeper is of great importance. Supplies are 
brought in and systematically placed. When 
supplies and equipment are needed they are 
taken from the shelves and sent to the various 
departments requesting them. Not cnly tele 
phone equipment and parts are kept in order; 
but there are supplies for the garage motor 
equipment which are kept on shelves and in 
cabinets. The tools that are used in and about 
the store-room are kept in racks, not forgetting 
the brooms and brushes which are used to keep 
things tidy in Mr. Manner’s model storehouse. 

The storeroom, though the lowliest room of 
the telephone exchange, is one of the most im- 
portant, for here much time is saved by prac- 
ticing orderliness. An article needed by a de- 
partment can be found at once. New supplies 
coming to the building have a position on the 
shelves waiting for them. Nothing need be 
piled on the floors of the upstair rooms. These 
storerooms decide the whole character and gen- 
eral appearance of the exchange in which they 
are found. 
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The longest telephone cable in Japan has late- 
ly been completed between Tokio and Kobe, a 
distance of 382 miles. 
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View of the model storeroom at Wahoo where “dirt? is an 


unknown word, 
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Let’s All Go To School Again 


Plans Underway to Offer Smith-Hughes Vocational 
Classes to Employes Throughout the Territory 


By C. O. MORRISON 


Instructor, Vocational Training, Lincoln High School 


WOW-WCAYJ combination on Sunday eve- 

ning from 6:15 to 7:00 you have heard Mr. 
W. A. Luke, secretary of the Lincoln Y. M. 
C. A. talking about adult education. Last Sunday 
he stated that much education given in high 
schoo! and college is wasted because the pupil 
is not ready for it at the time it is given. They 
are suggesting that after the fundamentals of 
education are given the pupil starts to work and 
continues his instruction as he sees a need for it 
through correspondence schools, night schools 
or trade schools. 

Although this is a new theory with school 
men, it has long been recognized that the work- 
man who spent a part of his leisure time in study 
was fitting himself for better jobs and greater 
responsibilities. Today, industries see that 
greater efficiency, resulting in better wages, low- 
er rates and greater profits, can be attained 
through systematic application of the right kind 
of training. 

The administration of such courses for the 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph is being under- 
taken by Mr. L. C. Oberlies, personnel director, 
and his staff. The growth of a unified course of 
study. reaching every individ- 
ual in the company is, of nec- 
essity, slow. Three types of 
training have been used by 
this Company in the past 
when carrying on training 
programs. One of these is 
the correspondence — school. 
This type of course, when 
skillfully planned, 1s very 
valuable, especially for those 
men who are isolated in small 
communities and unable to at- 
tend group meetings. That it 
is ditficult is attested by the 
fact that less than 10 percent 
of all who enroll ever com- 
plete the courses. The lack 
of personal contact between 
student and teacher should be 


a: you have tuned in on the Forum hour over 


avoided wherever possible. Mrs. Helen Harms, chief operator- 


cashier, Davenport, 


night school, on the student’s time, called the 
Smith-Hughes Unit Course. The instruction 1s 
easily adapted to the needs of each student in 
the group and ample provision is made for dis 
cussion groups. This method requires that a 
small number of students regularly attend and 
that the instruction be of such value that this at- 
tendance is voluntarily maintained. It also has 
the advantage of developing experienced trade 
teachers in each community. 

Another plan used to a limited but very et- 
fectual extent with our company is instruction 
on company time, used in First Aid work and in 
operator training. A plan for training which is 
being put into use by the Bell systems is that of 
teaching shop processes, exchange practices, and 
so forth, through the foreman, or first line sup- 
ervisor, on company time. This requires that 
each foreman be a trained instructor. It is un- 
doubtedly the best method, but also the one re- 
quiring the most careful supervision to see that 
instruction is effective. It is a method to be 
considered as we grow in experience. 

The plan of instruction that holds the most 
immediate promise for the greatest number of 
employees is the Smith-Hughes plan of Unit 
Courses. The Smith-Hughes 
Billi, passed by Congress dur- 
ing President Wilson's ad- 
ministration, provides Federal 
and State aid for industrial 
education. The local school 
board pays a portion of the 
teacher's salary and the rest 
comes from the federal and 
state funds. This arrangement 
makes necessary the coopera: 
tion of the local school board, 
which can usually be obtained 
through the State Director ot 
Vocational Education. A unit 
course completes the study 
in about ten lessons of two 
hours each. The subject 
studied must apply to the 
work of the men enrolled and 
a minimum average attend: 
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winner of Group 
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The wage of the instructor is $2.50 per actual 
hour of instruction. This amount is justified be- 
cause the best teacher available should be em- 
ployed and he should spend as much time out- 
side of class in preparing the lesson as necessary. 
He should make a plan for the course which 
will be a real contribution to industrial educa- 
tion and submit it to the State Vocational Edu- 
cation department. Ten classes are being con- 
ducted at present in Lincoln in telephony and 
many others in such industries as carpentry, 
plumbing, blueprint reading, and railroad 
shop practice. This plan can also be used 
for farmers’ short courses. It is important that 
each class enroll only those men whose daily 
work is along the lines of the subject. This 
does not mean, however, that a man in the 
commercial department of the telephone com- 
pany cannot take a course in cable work, for the 
training he will receive will be of value to him 
in commercial work. Anyone completing a unit 
course 1s given a certificate by the State De- 
partment of Vocational Education. 


To start a Smith- Hughes course, first get the 
men together, decide on the subject to be 
studied, and send in the roll of the class, with 
the subject, to the personnel department. It is 
best to suggest one or more persons for instruc- 
tor and tell their qualifications. The Personnel 
Director will then make the necessary arrange- 
ments with the State Department. Do not start 
the class until notified to do so or the teacher 
may not get paid. Unit courses are usually 10 
lessons of two hours each, one lesson a week. If 
you want a course let us hear from you. 

It is the belief of the personnel department 
that there is a certain amount of knowledge that 
should be in the possession of every well-in- 
formed telephone man. This knowledge is cov- 
ered in certain unit courses, some of which have 
been offered by correspondence courses, First 
Aid courses or Smith-Hughes courses in the past. 
When this material has been covered by any em- 
ployee, and at least three advanced courses 


taken in addition he will be presented with a 
framed Company diploma certifying the fact. 

Employes who have completed correspond- 
ence school courses such as the I. C. S. may also 
receive credit upon this diploma so that it will 
not be necessary to duplicate the same material 
in night school. 

The required courses for the diploma are the 
following: 

l. Essentials of Telephone Electricity. (Principles of 
Electricity and Magnetism as applied to the telephone 
plant.) New Course. 2. Practical Telephony. Course 
[. (Course in Magneto C. O. E., Magneto subsets, dis- 
tribution and farm line testing.) Old Course. 3. Prac- 
tical Telephony. Course II, (Common battery subsets, 
exchanges, power, and Strowger system principles.) New 
Course. 4. Principles of Telephone Accounting. (Book- 
keeping fundamentals and application. Family budgets.) 
New Course. 5. Traffic Operating. (Practice of Man- 
ual operating.) Old Course. 6. Standard Course in 
First Aid. (Red Cross Certificates.) Old Course. 

We hope to offer more of these units by cor- 
respondence in the future so that they will be 
available to each employe in the Company. 

As you may suspect, girls, the men were con- 
sidered primarily in this setup, but we hope to 
plan a similar course better fitted to your needs. 
A class in foods and a first aid class for women 
are being offered in Lincoln at present. 

The records of the courses offered in past 
years have been lost in some cases, so a letter is 
being sent to each employe asking for the 
names of courses he has already completed. 
These courses will count toward a diploma. Lit- 
tle additional work will be needed for so many 
of us who have been taking these courses in the 
past. 

It is not to be inferred that this training pro- 
gram is a new movement. It is merely the logi- 
cal outgrowth of training programs heretofore 
administered by different departments of the 
Company. To this training which has been done, 
and is being done in the different departments 
we are debtor. In the further extension of this 
work we have the need of the suggestions and 
cooperation of all other employes of the Com- 


pany. 


Some Books in Our Library 


The books listed below, as well as any of the others we have on hand, may be had on application to L. C. 
Oberlies, Personnel Director, Room 200, Telephone Building, Lincoln. Additional titles will be published 
next month. A good book is a wonderful friend. 


“Constructive Citizenship’—L. P. Jacks. 


“Men Who Are Making America’—B. C. Forbes, 


Editor, Forbes Magazine. 


“Men Who Are Making the West”—B. C. Forbes. 


“In One Man’s Life’ (Theodore N. Vail) —Albert 


Bigelow Paine. 


“Effective Speech” (Set of 5 Books)—Dwight FE. 


Athins, A. M., and Herbert F. deBower, Ll. B. 


“Modern Eloquence’ (Set of 12 Books) 


“Modern Business (Set of 4 Books) : 
1. Business and the Man 
2. Economics of Business 
3. Organization and Control 


4. Plant Management.” 
t=] 
—Alexander Hamilton Institute Course. 
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Adopt New Features In Delivery Of 
Winter Issue Lincoln Directory 


messengers who delivered the winter issue 

of the Lincoln Telephone Directory wear 
khaki colored caps similar in style to those worn 
by English Army Officers. Fastened to each 
cap was a celluoid Company emblem with a 
number which was used as an identification tag. 
The same plan will be adopted for future de- 
liveries of the Lincoln directory. 


Fifty messengers and a fleet of four trucks 
working under the supervision of D. G. Bell, 
manager Lincoln business office, and R. H. Steb- 
bings, directory sales supervisor, accomplished 
the delivery of 32,000 copies in record time for 
the city. The first books were delivered Thurs- 
day, November 14th, and the last were de- 
livered two days later, with the exception of a 
few “clean-up” copies. 


se plan was inaugurated of having the 


As soon as the delivery was well under way, 
newspaper advertisements were run calling the 
attention of the public to the fact that the new 
book was being delivered and should be in their 
hands soon. The advertisements also called atten- 
tion to the new features of the winter issue 
which included a street and building directory, 
as well as the location of all public telephones 
in the city of Lincoln. 

The innovation of us- 
ing the special identifica- 
tion and caps made a de- 
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cided hit. In delivering = At 
the books the messengers “Socage We 
were instructed to ring SS 30s) quem] ae 


the doorbell and when- 
ever possible present it to 
the user personally and 
pick up the old directory. 
Courtesy towards sub- 
scribers was emphasized 
in all cases. 

The trucks used in the 
delivery of the directories 
bore large posters to the 
effect that the winter is- 
sue of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone Directory was in 
process of distribution. 

Congratulations are in 
order to all who assisted 
in the splendid and 


— 
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Pleads Guilty By Telephone 


LEADING guilty by telephone was the inno- 
Pp vation started recently when a resident of 

Alvo who admitted by long distance that 
he had written a check for $1.50 to E. A. Lyon, 
Palmyra, with no money in the bank. 

‘How much is the bill?” the offender said to 
County Attorney Heinke of Nebraska City over 
the telephone. “I cannot get to Nebraska City 
in this kind of weather.” 

Judge Dierks conferred with the prosecutor's 
office, the fine was set at $15 and costs and the 
Alvo bank made arrangements to pay the bill 
of costs, plus the amount of the check. 


* ¢, fe te 
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Caster Heads Vocational Group 

M. T. Caster, plant superintendent, was elect- 
ed president of the Nebraska Vocation Guidance 
Association at the annual election held recently 
in Lincoln. Mr. Caster is one of the pioneers 
in the vocational guidance work in Nebraska 
and his work along this line has attracted wide- 
spread attention. 


s i 


Rotary Club Hear Agee Give Talk 
J. H. Agee, general manager, gave an interest- 
ing talk at the Rotary 

ST re Club meeting, at Seward, 
. TD aa Monday noon, Novem- 
Cay ber 4. Mr. Agee pointed 
out some of the problems 
that confront the tele- 
phone company  finan- 


cially. 

“Increased taxes and 
wages are two of the 
major problems that af- 
fect this condition,” he 
said. He further pointed 
out that the Company’s 
taxes had been increased 
40 percent this year. Mr. 
Agee was accompanied to 
Seward by J. A. Me- 
Kinzie, manager Lincoln 
District, and was intro- 
duced by L. B. Mapel, lo- 


cal manager for our Com- 


speedy distribution of this View of a messenger with khaki colored cap, de- pany at Seward, who 
a 1 pa Bey 23> Ot yetr e Py . . ° . - 
issue of the directory. livering a subscriber's directory. served as chairman. 
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The angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, ] 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord —Luke 
2910. 1 


* ok ok Ok 
‘ 
Righto! 

N THE York “New Teller”, that splendid 
newspaper published by E. H. Bemis, there 
has appeared for a number of years a feature 

Section under the heading “The Squawker”, 
Mr. Bemis in his original style weaves a wealth 
of homely philosophy into this section which is 
Widely read, quoted and reprinted throughout 
the United States. 

There recently appeared in the columns of the 
“Squawker™ an article entitled “Hello Central.” 
After reading this, we rise and say to Mr. Bemis, 
“Brother you have spoken words of truth”, and 
the following is what he says: 

“We've just been listening to a friend of our’s 
damming the telephone girls. Being as how the 
telephone office is just across the alley to the 
east of the Squawker office, we are inspired to 
tly to the defense of Charlie Bennett's gang, 
since as we are neighbors. This friend of our’s 
was all wet like 99 out of a 100 folk is that get 
ina jangle with the telephone girls. The al- 
leged desperately humorous magazines are still 
perpetrating their quips and jokes and jabs at 
the expense of the hardworking operators but 
there ain't no basis for it any more. In the in- 
fancy of the telephone business, it often tcok 
several minutes to get a number, and when you 
vot it by the sweat of your alleged brow, it was 
the wrong one most likely. But with the mod- 
ern switchboard and apparatus and methods and 
efficiency, day or night service is so swift and 
sure that the slightest hitch anywhere stands out 
like a carbuncle on Greta Gabbo’s nose. The 
average bird thinks he’s in a terribul hurry, 
which he most likely aint if the truth were 
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known, and when the party he wants ain't to 
be had, for any of some thousands of reasons 
over which telephone girls have no control, he 
gets mad about it and the telephone girl is the 
handiest thing there is to blame it on. He will 
take it as a personal insult when told that the 
line is busy, and want to know what the hell 
kind of a system this is we got around here any- 
how. If the party he wants is out in the back 
yard and doesn’t answer, hell demand of high 
heaven if this be service. If the baby has 
knocked the phone for a gool, or the phone's 
been stroked by lightning and is as dead as a 
platform promise, he'll try to get central for one 
minute and then rave for three hours, insisting 
that she be instantly fired for sleeping on duty. 


If he can’t find out where the fire is at to 
oncet, he'll swear a soulless monopoly is grind- 
ing and crushing the public under its iron heel, 
besides which the service is so rotten he'll have 
the cussed phone taken out at the end of the 
eee as it ain't nothing but a nuisance no- 

Ow. 


But to get back to this friend of our’s before 
he gets lost in the shuffle. We wouldn’t say this 
friend's time is worth more than 40 cents a year. 
Except when he’s using the phone, when it soars 
up to illimitable occasion. On this typical oc- 
casion, because of his carelessness and laziness 
and shiftlessness and neglect and ignorance and 
impudence and all like that, he wasted the tele- 
phone operator’s time, and no doubt inconven- 
ienced other patrons and started them to cuss’ 
ing the system. What should of happened to 
him was to have had the girl at central bust a 
few receivers over his dome and rake him fore 
and after with a bundle of climbing-irons. His 
side of that there conversation was as per follers 
on page 20 of the “News”, and we'll leave it to 
you if he ought to escape punishment.” 


ale 
. 


The Christmas Seal 


Christmas Seals have come to be almost as 
closely associated with the holiday season as 
Santa Claus, mistletoe and plum pudding. And 
why? Because every Health Seal that appears 
on letters, cards or bundies shows that its pur: 
chaser has given a helpful thought to somebody 
less fortunate. And Christmas is the season 
when everybody feels the spirit of doing for 
others. 

The tiny seals are sold in order that every- 
body who buys may become a working partner 
in the compaign to stamp out tuberculosis. Tele- 
phone people, who by constant observance of 
the rules for good health are comparatively free 
of the white plague danger, need no urging in 
the call to help less fortunate ones. | 
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picking her favorites. For instance, right 

otf hand I can think of any number of 
telephone men, including myself, who couldn’t 
pitch to a batter if he were blind in both eyes 
and using a tooth pick for a bat. In fact, the 
only way most of us could get a ball over the 
plate would be to walk up and hand it to the 
catcher. 

And then Dame Nature, being the fickle jade 
she is, handed Al O'Dell, of the Lincoln traffic 
department, a pair of pitching arms that were 
just plain poison to aspiring bat swingers. When 
a man can throw a strike with either hand you 
may be able to laugh off the idea that there is 
no justice, but I can’t. Not unless I do so in a 
thin, clear treble. These fellows who can throw 


‘er Dame Nature has a weird system of 


Iehen Al carried dynamite in each hand. 
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with either hand, kick with either foot and wink 
with either eye should receive special attention. 
They should be forced to work at two desks for 
one man’s pay, thus giving ordinary mortals a 
break. 

One fragant day in May, 1921, the Telephone 
Company ball team engaged in a death grapple 
with the Curtis, Towle & Paine team, both out- 
fits holding membership in the Lincoln Indus- 
trial League. 

Al strode to the mound to do the heaving for 
our side, and in the nine innings he established 
an amateur record of 21 strikeouts—a record 
that still stands and causes aspiring young hurl- 
ers to turn green around the ears and pray earn- 
estly for a visit from Santa Claus. Since there 
can be only 27 putouts in a nine inning game it 
is evident that Al must have been pitching ‘em 
with his foot during the first two innings. A 
couple of hits and an error or two let in two 
enemy runs, after which Al called in the out- 
field and sent the infield behind the stands to 
play drop-the-handkerchief. He then started to 
pitch with his left hand. Tiring of this, after 
whiffing some ten or fifteen hopefuls, he 
switched his glove and started burning ‘em in 
with the good right paw. 

“Hey you,” yells the umpire, “what do you 
think you are?” 

“I’m ambidextrous,” says Al, the impact of 
this nine dollar word knocking the umpire flat 
on his back. 

“Sure,” snarls the latter, sitting up and hold- 
ing his head. “I’m Napoleon, too. But you've 
got to pick out one hand and stick to it.” 

“Read it to me out of the little book,” an- 
swers Al, who loves to be shown. 

“T can’t read,” wails the umpire, “Ive been 
blind since childhood.” 

So the slaughter proceeded. Al tossed away 
his glove and changed hands with every throw. 
A strike with the right hand, ditto with the left, 
some more ditto with the right and there was 
another noble athlete looking for a drink. It 
got to be downright distasteful to the enemy 
batters. Some even went so far as to intimate 
that they wouldn’t care a hang it they never 
saw Al again. Rarely in history have nine men 
been so thoroughly sick of one man. The rest 
of the Telephone team left its pinochle game 
long enough to bat a couple of times and score 
three runs and that was that. 

Al pitched for our team during the Indus. 
trial League Campaigns of 1920 to 1925 inclu 
sive, and made a splendid record. In 1921 he 
pitched for the American Legion against the 
famous All-Nations negro team, losing a tight 
4 to O battle and displaying speed and curves 
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that dazzled the heavy hitting All Nations 
batters. 

Al was born in Weston, Nebraska, March 27, 
1898. He played football, basketball, baseball 
and shinny at Weston and Wahoo high schools. 
Going into the army in 1917 he pitched his 
company into the championship of the 34th Di- 
vision, and then went overseas. Al joined the 
Telephone Company in 1919. Since giving up 
active participation in baseball he has been dally- 
ing with tennis and golf. 

And I hereby warn him that if he pulls any of 
that ambidextrous stuff on the tennis courts it 
will be just too bad. Somebody will put ground 
glass in his oatmeal if it’s the last thing they do. 


New Equipment Installed In 
Four Exchanges 


N connection with the rebuilding of both 
rural and city plants, a new two position 
magneto switchboard and new wall type 
main frame was installed on November 9th at 
Talmage. The new board which has a 320 line 
capacity, replaces the old which the exchange 
has outgrown. A total of 280 stations are 
served from this board at Talmage which has 
130 lines. The work was under the supervision 


of Herbert Jenkins and H. F. Apking of Lincoln. 


Local line equipment for twenty additional 
lines was placed at College View on November 
12th, to take care of the future growth of the 
College View exchange. C. E. Cummings acted 
as installer. 

Under the supervision of O. P. Knee, F. P. 
Darnold and H. F. Apking of Lincoln, work on 
the installation of the new common battery 
equipment in the new office building at Fair- 
mont began on November 12th and will be 
completed some time in December. This board 
when completed will serve 359 telephone pa- 
trons with competent service. 

Installer W. E. MacDonald is supervising cut- 
over preparations at Nelson. It is reported that 
the cutover to the new equipment will take place 
late in December. 


They Say “I Do” 


Miss Esther Jobst, cashier at Tecumseh, was 
married to Robert M. Ziegler of Lincoln, Satur- 
day evening, November 2nd, at the Lutheran 
church in Lincoln. Mr. Ziegler is employed in 
the offices of the Iten Biscuit Company as book- 
keeper. The young couple will establish their 
home in Lincoln. 
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What D’You Say? 
By 
The Inquiring Reporter 


Question—Why do you like your job? 


Each month the Inquiring Reporter will ask 
two or three persons some question relating to 
some phase of telephone work. 


Why I Like My Job As a 
Telephone Operator — Hav- 
ing been employed by the 
Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company for the past 
three years, and having en- 
joyed my work, the first 
thought that comes to mé, is 
how to mention the many 
reasons in so few words, 
there being so many pleasant 
phases of the situation. 

First: There is so much of 
real interest in this business 
—the many agreeable persons with whom I as- 
sociate, and the pleasant surroundings. 


Loraine Roulier 


Then there is the realization that we are really 
big business, for without the telephone com- 
munications, all other business would suffer. 

From the first day we are taught the beauty 
of service, which soon makes our work a pleas- 
ure as well as a duty. 

In this business there is a large field for ad- 
vancement for the girl who studies her work and 
fits herself for each forward step. 

After having been especially trained for the 
job, it is a real pleasure to meet the public for 
which we work. 

Our associates with whom we become ac- 
quainted in our work, soon are our real friends. 

Many privileges are accorded us by the Com- 
pany, among which are the benefit plan, savings 
plan, vacations with pay, and pleasant working 
conditions. 

Within a few short weeks, we feel that we are 
not merely working for a living, but living to 
work. 

Loraine Roulier, Service Observer, Hastings, Nebr, 


What I Like About My Job—In analy 
one’s position in regard to his likes and dis 
I believe the whole thing hinges upon this one 
statement: “There are some things in every 
person's life which he likes to do better than 
other things.” Because this is a fact he will do 
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more often those things that he likes to do and 
thus become more efficient in that line. This 
will hold true whether he be in business for him- 
self, or working for an individual or a corpora- 
tion. 

So it is with my work 
as accountant with the 
Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. It 
seems, in looking back 
over a period of years, 
that accounting and 
analysis of statements 
has been the one thing 
that I have liked to do, 
and there’s a reason, too. 

To see the Revenue 
and Expense statements 
build up under one’s pen 
is very interesting. To 
compare these statements and balance sheets of 
a current month with those of a previous month, 
or some month last year is more interesting. By 
making this comparison we see the gradual ad- 
vancement and development of our Company. 
This is what I like about my job. 


—Guy McDowell, Accounting Department, Lincoln. 
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The first long distance telephone conversa- 
tion took place in 1876 over a line two miles 
long. In 1922 the first call across the Atlantic 
was made. On September 25, 1929, the follow- 
ing was heard: “Hello, Australia, this is Indian- 
apolis, Indiana, U. S. A.” This is progress of 
the highest order. 
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OBITUARY 

The many friends of Robert Ross of the Lin- 
coln addressograph department were saddened 
by the sudden death of his father, Walter Ross, 
who died November 2nd, after a short illness. 
Mr. Ross was engaged in business in Lincoln, 
and enjoyed the friendship of a large number 
of telephone folks. The loss of a father cuts 
deeply into a young man’s life, and the earnest 
sympathy of all his co-workers goes out to 
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It is with the utmost regret that the announce- 
ment is made of the death of Ida M. Soderholm, 
mother of H. J. Soderholm, draftsman, engineer- 
ing department, Lincoln. Mrs. Soderholm 
passed away Wednesday, November 13th, at 
Wahoo, Nebraska, at the age of seventy-seven. 
To the bereaved family we extend the deep 
sympathy of the officers and employes of the 
Company. 
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Here and There 


ALPH H. Stebbings, advertising solicitor for 
R the Lincoln Telephone Directory, has re- 

cently assumed other duties along with his 
regular position. He was placed in charge of de- 
livering 32,000 telephone directories, which 
means zoning the city of Lincoln, placing 50 or 
more carriers on routes, then keeping them sup- 
plied with books to deliver. 

“Muggs” has also some window decorating to 
his credit and is in charge of that work, taking 
over the duties which were those of Asa B. 
Waters, recently made contract manager in the 
commercial office. The “Home Coming” win- 
dow represented a stadium with players on the 
field, thousands in the stand and the rooters 
section intermittently showed “Hi-Grads”. An- 
other window presented the Hand-Set telephone, 
with large colored cut-outs, and a special light- 
ing effect of a “life size” model. 
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Many of the Hastings operators enjoyed a trip 
among the clouds in the cabin aeroplane brought 
to Hastings by the Chamber of Commerce. 
Those air-minded young ladies were: Frieda 
Hoffman, Marjory Isom, Edna Hansen, Belle 
Meester, Hazel Ruby, Florence Rolder, Helen 
Daniher, Loraine Roulier, Myna Phifer, Lillian 
Nichols, Evelyn White, Stella Lucier and 
Mildred Johnson. 
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Mr. R. L. Ostermeier of the check inspection 
department, Western Electric Company, Haw- 
thorne, Illinois, and Mrs. Ostermeier, visited the 
Lincoln general offices, November 18th, and 
were shown through the building by F. S. 
Holmes, information clerk. 
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Mr. C. F. Peachman, toll wire chief, Lincoln, 
is taking an extended course in Telegraph Type- 
writer Maintenance and Repairs at Omaha. This 
course is conducted by the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company and covers the several 
types of typewriter-printers now in use for the 
various classes of telephone service. 
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T. S. Risser, equipment engineer, Lincoln, was 
elected a member of the Board of Directors of 
Antelope Golf Club at the annual meeting Octo- 
ber 29th, held in Lincoln. 
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Mr. Chris Haberman, manager at Friend, en- 
tertained the employes of the Company at a 
wild duck feed at Swansan’s Cafe, Friend, Satur- 
day evening, Nov. 23rd. 
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Nebraska City Cashier Wins Title 


Of ‘Miss 


FFER any energetic and pretty young lady 

the latest model Majestic radio and a 

chance to prove how popular she is with 
town-folk, and she will “raise heaven and earth” 
to win it. 

With this tempting prize, 
the Weiler Radio shop of 
Nebraska City, during the 
last ten days in October, 
conducted a popularity con- 
test, in cooperation with 
Mr. M. P. Beechner, sales 
contest manager, connected 
with the sales promotion de- 
partment of the Majestic 
Radio with headquarters in 
Lincoln. 

The Nebraska City ex- 
change has so many attrac- 
tive girls that the employes 
decided they should have a 
candidate in the field. Miss 
Wilma McIntire, cashier, 
was selected and entered the 
contest with the spirit and 
will to win the title and 
radio. 

Coupons for votes were 
presented daily to the Weil- 
er Radio shop during those ten days. Pinned, 
patched, pasted and torn ballots were sent in. 
Every vote was counted and carefully tabulated. 
Miss McIntire won by a count of 138,350 votes, 
showing the fact that it may well be taken for 
granted that the telephone exchange threw its 
heavy support to her candidacy. 

The story may fittingly end that at the Para- 
mount Theater on Friday evening, November 
Ist. Miss Wilma McIntire, cashier in the Ne 
braska City telephone exchange, was crowned 
“Miss Majestic” as the climax of a popularity 
contest. After Miss McIntire was presented 
with the new Majestic radio, Berthold, the flor: 
ist, “said it with flowers” with a beautiful pre- 
sentation bouquet of roses. 

* Kk * * * 
Losers Entertain Winners At 
David City 

The David City exchange losers in the recent 
Silver Jubilee Development Campaign contest, 
sponsored by the Company, entertained the win- 


Miss Wilma McIntire. cashier, Nebraska 
City exchange. 


Majestic” 


ners at a 6:30 o'clock dinner at McDonald's 
cafe, David City, on Saturday evening, October 
26th, according to the David City “Butler 
County Press”. Covers were laid for 16 at a 
table decorated in orange 
and blue, the telephone 
colors, with nut cups and 
place-cards of the same 
shades. Two large bouquets 
of chrysanthemums in the 
center of each table com- 
pleted the color harmony. 

A two-course dinner in- 
cluded Swiss steak, French 
fried potatoes, vegetable 
salad, olives, pickles, 
creamed peas, coffee, and 
pumpkin pie, topped off 
with enough whipped cream 
to tickle the palate and ap- 
petite of any hungry tele- 
phone man. 

Those present were Frank 
Polack, Loyd Whitney, Mrs. 
ena Conrad, Mrs. Frances 
Smith and the Misses Iro 
Allen, Luetta Considine, 
Ruth Davis, Agnes Divis, 
Angela Ficke, Kathryn 
Franklin, Eleanor Gates, Lena Hein, Blanche 
McCracken, Irene Swan and Hazel Woodworth. 
Wedding Bells! 

URKIES, cranberries, goose and various oth- 
a er emblems of good old Thanksgiving 

vied for popularity in the mind and heart 
of Donald Wilson, Lincoln shipping clerk, and 
finally lost to a sweetheart in the person of Alice 
Bartlett of College View. 

On Thanksgiving morning at 10 a. m. in the 
St. Paul Methodist Episcopal church, Lincoln, 
Alice and Donald were married by the Reverand 
Walter Aitken. The wedding was followed by 
a honeymoon spent in Omaha. Gordon Eno, 
shopman, Lincoln warehouse, acted in the of- 
ficial capacity of “best man”; while Velda Stanke 
of College View was maid-of-honor. 

The young couple will make their home in 
Lincoln at 345 North 30th street. The congrat- 
ulations and best wishes for a happy future from 
all the telephone folks are extended to Mr. 


Wilson and his bride. 
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Manager Meshier Is Convalescing 
ANAGER Charles B. Meshier of the Fair- 
bury exchange is, according to the latest 
reports, convalescing at his home after a 
severe attack of pneumonia which has kept him 
away from work for the past two months. His 
many friends among the telephone family will 
be pleased to hear of his improvement and hope 
to see him again soon. 
Manager Charles Dickenman of Beatrice has 
been assisting in the Fairbury office during Mr. 
Meshier’s illness. 


Basketball Starts At Lincoln 

Getting away to a flying start, the Lincoln 
Telephone basketball team of Lincoln, began or- 
ganizing its 1930 team on December 4th. Among 
last year’s veterans are Jack Mankameyer, Chet 
Baldwin, Gordon Eno, Don Wilscn, and Bob 
Morley. George Dobson, Harold Kipp and Rus- 
sell Rausch are promising new men. It is pos 
sible that the 1930 basketball league will be 
composed of the following teams: Central Cafe, 
State Oil Company, Continental Oil Company, 
Evans Laundry, Continental National Bank, First 
National Bank, and Piggley Wiggley. 

The Telephone’s won the 1929 league cham- 
pionship as well as all out-of-town games; but 
lost the city championship to the Varsity Clean- 
ers. George Mann, service department, is the 
1930 manager; while Roy Mills, cable depart- 
ment, is the new coach. It looks like another 
big basketball year for Lincoln! 


Lincoln Operators Hold Annual 
Costume Party 


watch out” prophecied Harriett Carter 

and Myrtle Carroll, gypsies, at the an- 
nual Hallowe'en Costume party given by the 
girls of the traffic department, Lincoln, on the 
evening of October 28th, at the hour when all 
fair young ladies come out to play with the 
witches and cats. 


Re the Goblins ll git you ef you don't 


Games and a program followed the fortune- 
telling witches. Miss Marie Meierjurgen 
turned many young heads white with her ter- 
rible ghost stories. Nora Gump did a song and 
dance, Ethel Behm gave a demonstration of that 
new and awful dance, “The Breakaway”: while 
Lillian Baker and Dottie Mason appeared as 
charming young Hawaiians in a native dance. 
A short skit given by Nola Dedmore and Wilma 
Wilkerson brought forth many gay screetches 
from the young ladies present. A tap dance 
given by Agnes and Helen Nehe, and a play 
closed the program. 


Costume prizes went to the little Jew, Nola 
Dedmore, and her tall Irish sweetheart, Wilma 
Wilkerson. Among the guests of honor at the 
party were Mrs. Mable Darling, nurse; Miss 
Agnes Scouller, chief operator, and L. C. Ober- 
lies, personnel director, Lincoln. At the close of 
the evening individual pumpkin pies piled high 
with whipped cream topped off with punch were 
gobbled down in true feminine fashion. 


Below is a scene from the play given at the Hallowe'en Costume party held by the Lincoln trajfic department. 

The players are left to right: Ruth Deffner, Lula Rumery, Georgia Finnigan, and Bessie Troyer. Those two 

people are none other than Abraham Lebanon Nickotaewich and his wife, alias Miss Nola Dedmore and Miss 
Wilma Wilkerson who won the costume prizes at the party. 


Left to right: C. F. Peachman, Nora 
Parker, and Kenneth Lawson. 


Recent Transfers and Promotions 


man, who has been acting toll wire chief. 

Lincoln, has been promoted to toll wire 
chief. Mr. Peachman joined the Company in 
September, 1919, as a lineman’s helper, gaining 
promotions from year to year, until he was fin- 
ally made acting toll wire chief, January 28, 
1929, succeeding J. Pugsley to his present po- 
sition. 

Miss Nora Parker, operator at Utica has been 
transferred to the position of chief operator, suc- 
ceeding Mrs. Myron French who is now night 
operator, Utica. Miss Parker has been asso- 
ciated with the Company since 1927. 

Kenneth Lawson who for the past year has 
held the position of commercial agent in the lo- 
cal business office, Lincoln, has been transferred 
to the general commercial department as assist- 
ant to J. S. Jackson, commercial service repre- 
sentative. 


etnies November 1, 1929, Charles Peach- 


s! ate 
75 Pad 


Plant Department 


Hastings District 

Howard Jones, apprentice combinationman, Nelson, 

transferred as apprentice combinationman, Edgar. 
Lincoln District 

Dewey Olson, lineman, Wahoo, transferred as lineman, 
construction department, Lincoln. 

R. C. Schellenberger, combinationman, Wahoo, trans- 
ferred as combinationman, service department, 
Lincoln. 

Frank J. Gratton, solicitor, Lincoln, transferred as 

solicitor, Nebraska City. 
Nebraska City District 

Fred Edwards, lineman, Plattsmouth, transferred as 
lineman, construction department, Lincoln. 


Clyde Brittain, groundman, Plattsmouth, transferred as 
groundman, construction department, Lincoln. 


York District 


Vern C. Brumbaugh, groundman, Polk, transferred as 
groundman, Waco. 

Charles Yarrington, lineman, Polk, transferred as line 
man, Waco. 

Floyd Larson, lineman, Polk, transferred as lineman, 

Waco. 

Kermit Craig, groundman, Polk, transferred as ground- 

man, Waco. 


Ernest Craig, combinationman, Polk, transferred as 
combinationman, Waco. 


Commercial Department 


Anna Pallas, operator-clerk, Wilber, transferred as com- 
mercial clerk, Wilber. 


Traffic Department 


Hattie Marquardt, line operator, York, transferred as 
information clerk, York. 


relief operator, York. 

Elizabeth Schneider, student operator, York, trans- 
ferred as relief operator, York. 

Ruth Stoldorf, student operator, York, transferred as 
relief operator, York. 

Doris Rayls, student operator, York, transferred as re 
lief operator, York. 

Nora Parker, operator, Utica, transferred as chief op- 
erator, Utica. 

Leta Brown, operator, Fairbury, transferred as line op- 
erator, Fairbury. 

Rose Klein, operator, Fairbury, transferred as line op- 
erator, Fairbury. 

Clara Shea, operator, Lincoln, transferred as line op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

Mildred Williams, student operator, Lincoln, trans- 
ferred as operator, Lincoln. 
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Dollye Hanson, operator, Hastings, transferred as line 
operator, Hastings. 

Lola Brumbaugh, student operator, Fairbury, trans- 
ferred as operator, Fairbury. 

Ruth Wagoner, line operator, Fairbury, transferred as 
information clerk, Fairbury. 

Fay Patrol, line operator, Lincoln, transferred as desk 
operator, Lincoln. 


Gladys Trumbull, desk operator, Lincoln transferred as 
line supervisor, Lincoln. 
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Stolen! A Telephone 


N THE 1930 list of stolen articles a new name 
will appear. It is the Telephone which will 
be there along with such articles as salt shak- 

ers, knives, forks and napkins that carefree res 
taurant patrons are inclined to pocket as 
souvenirs. 

Hastings police recently recovered for a Hast- 
ings restauranteur his telephone, receiver, cord, 
and all, which was taken by members of a travel- 
ing orchestra. Employes did not see the men 
take the instrument, but as the members of the 
orchestra had just left when the telephone 
turned up missing, they were blamed. Police, 
learning the men were on their way to Clay 
Center, went to the rooms occupied by the or- 
chestra members and found the telephone among 
one man’s belongings. 

The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany offered to allow the man to settle for the 
damage and upon his payment of the cost of in- 
stalling another telephone, the matter was 
dropped. Moral: Even a telephone is not safe 
these days. 


December Service Anniversaries 


Those with less than five years service not included. 
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Pes Oe 0 | ee ae <b i Caer ern aee Exeter 
LOOM. Pi, RA ss ecnusanssonies bebo lBueeckacs Lindola 
Mary My Brow tisensictertcsnnanssvas Ler Pee saan ask eens Lincoln 
Nitdred. ]> Cowley: cca ncasceds be OF 2A cee Lincoln 
Eto, Hore. 4i Sait, ae Cen eee ee Lincoln 
Iwan Paddockincc335::.: tthe cs © Ee a or Lincoln 
R. M. Misner.............. aceupteteess Es io et 5 nee eee Lincoln 
William Cummings ................ 0) Lt Pane Hastings 
Priest: Lo. Crgi ts coi ccivesascyaves De OF oe eek ce aus Polk 
Walter Ra Bo. cctecsenanedctezteonss et eae Stromsburg 
Olaf Albert Nelson................ ee Ly ene Lincoln 
| Wal Poa a > | Ge i ES ek 2 ee ne ee Lincoln 
Mrs. Mrytle Preston.............. ON 2 iy Sane eereeen Friend 
Ora Smith...... Saies die shits siiee tact I Gv ee Milford 
Grace May Walker................ BLOOD igs 25 Sanieuts DeWitt 
Mrs. Dorcas Schhuckbier.......12-12-21............ Fairbury 
Millie Beal ......cccccececcsceeeeeee. ae e, 6). eee Edgar 
Edith Schieiger’ c.ccccasscx etigte 12-15-23... Sutton 
Mrs. Rex Alley.............0000000-- L234 Toc Sees Exeter 
Martha Walton ..............2..000.- 12-31-08......... ..... Geneva 


Blankety-Blank This Blankety-Blank 
Telephone System 


Wake up there, Central, gimme six-two-eight-— 
You've been a fooling ‘round until you’re forty 
minutes late— 
There’s a party there to answer and without a 
second’s wait, 
If you'll kindly condescend to gimme six-two- 
eight. 


Six-two-eight—I wanted—six-two-eight— 
Just why you hand me something else I haven't 
heard you state, 
I want no other number, can't you get it through 
your pate? 
There’s nothing in the world I crave but six: 
two-eight. 


Six-two-eight—I tell you—six-two-eight— 
The things that ['m a thinking I would never 
dare relate, 
But [ll report you, Central, on this very day and 
date, 
If pdq you don’t secure me six-two-eight. 


Six-two-eight—you heard me—six-two-eight— 

I've begged and prayed so long that it’s be- 
come a hymn of hate—— 

Are you prejudiced against it that you prattle 
and you prate 

Of all the numbers in the book but. six-two- 
eight? 


Six-two-eight—doggone it—six-two-eight— 
Do I stutter? Do I stammer? Do you hear me 


hesitate? 
Is there anything that 1 can do to get the matter 
straight? 


Of course there ain't, so come across with six- 
two-eight. 


“Who is the party that I want at six-two-eight?” 

What's that? I had it wrong?) Well now I did, 
as sure as fate! 

I should have used the book, (but Central’s 
dumb at any rate. 

Or she would never thought of calling six-two- 
eight.) 


Eight-six-two instead of six-two-eight— 

I had the number nearly right let me interpolate, 
[ merely got it backward, so I must expostulate 
Why in hell did central give me six-two-eight! 
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HE telephone, like the 

human heart, must re- 

pair itself while it 
works. The telephone sys- 
tem never rests, yet the 
myriad ramifications of its 
wires, the reach of its many 
cables, the terminals in its 
switchboard must ever in 
crease. 

Just as the heart beats keep all parts of the human 
body functioning, so the telephone system must pulsate 
with life. 

To cut communication for a single moment would 
interrupt the endless stream of calls and jeopardize the 
well-being and safety of the community. The doctor 
or the police must be called. Fire may break out. 
Numberless important business and social arrangements 
must be made. 

Even when a new exchange is built and put into 
use, service is not interrupted. Conversation started 
through the old is cut over and finished through the 
new, the talkers unconscious that growth has taken 
place while the service continues. 

The estimate covering plant replacement and addi- 
tion to provide metallic service for rural subscribers at 
Ceresco is under way. This work is being handled 


by H. Moss and crew. 


The heavy construction crew of T. R. DeWolf is 
busy rebuilding the town and heavier rural plants at 
Talmage. They expect to start work on the Auburn- 
Johnson toll line iob within a few days. 
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Plant Progress 
By Thad Cone 


Construction Department 


No. 1--Setting 40 foot railroad crossing poles, 
Manager Charles Crew and Foreman Ek. Craig are 
seated on top of the pole. 2 and 4—Farm re- 
pair gangs unloading poles at Polk. 3—Setting 
a 40 foot black diamond pole over a railroad cross- 
ing. 5—The farm repair gang on top of a car- 

load of poles. 


The crews of Foremen L. 
Walentine, T. Chinnock and 
E. Scherer are busy moving 
from one job to another. In 
fact, by the time this goes to 
press they will have again as 
many jobs completed.  Stak- 
ing out the line, hauling the 
poles, digging the holes, and 
setting the poles are the jobs handled by these crews. 
They have just completed Gilead town, Hardy heavy 
farm and Hebron-Belleville toll reroute and have 
started the Edgar-Harvard toll line repairs. 
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H. Studier and crew are at work rebuilding the pole 
lines, making cable replacements, and extensions ¢o re- 
place inadequate and deteriorated open wire feeds. The 
drops and installations are also being replaced because 
of providing metallic service at Davenport. 


A continual increase in Clay Center toll traffic has 
made it necessary to make toll circuit additions between 
Hastings, Harvard and Clay Center. This work is be- 
ing handled by Foreman F. McDowell and crew. 

Foreman L. Hodge and crew are repairing ten miles 
of heavier rural lines at Wilber. 


V. Christensen, inspector, construction department, 
Lincoln, has been working with the Ilowa-Nebraska 
Light and Power Company inspector at Blue Springs 
where the Company is preparing to rebuild the town 
and rural plant, cutting this exchange into Wymore. 
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This wee little miss on the left is Donna Jean Owens, age 14 months. and on the right is her big sister, Hope 
Elaine, age three years. They are the little daughters of Forest Owens, lineman at Nelson. 
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¢¢ EWEY Nelson, of the Lin- 

coln accounting  depart- 

ment, held “open house” 
for a number of his friends from 
the accounting and engineering de- 
partments, Tuesday evening, No- 
vember Sth. The boys gathered in 
the comfortable apartment home of 
Dewey Nelson and Al O'Dell, Lin- 
coln traffic department, and finding 
themselves a thoroughly congenial 
crowd proceeded to make the 
most of a very enjoyable evening. 
Cider and sandwiches were served. 
Those present were George Dob- 
son, Harlan Cane, Dick Spohn, 
Lloyd Campbell, Asa Waters, Ken 
Boshart. Howard Fuller, Harold 
Laipply and Norman Ott. 


On the evening of October 30th, 
the College View operators had a 
very enjoyable time 
at a Hallowe'en mas: 
querade party which 
was held in the 
Pythian Sisters’ hall. 
The hall was beauti- 
fully decorated in 
Orange and black. 
The evening was 
spent in_ playing 
games and having 
lortunes told. 


Prizes for the pret- 
tiest and most comi- 
cal costume were 
won by Myrtle Hiner 
and Alberta Corner. 
Late in the evening 
a three course lunch- 
€On was served at 
one large table cen- 
tered with a jack-o- 
lantern and orange 


tapers in crystal Left: Mrs. Cecil H. Anderson, number assignment clerk. Lincoln. 


holders. Rieht: lara Weebering, toll operator, Nebraska City. 
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Mrs. Cecil H. Anderson, number 
assignment clerk, Lincoln, whose 
photograph appears at the bottom 
of the page, has checked thou 
sands of names and numbers and 
has assigned hundreds of new num. 
bers for the 1929-30 Telephone Di- 
rectory, which has just been de- 
livered in Lincoln. 


During the Development Cam- 
paign held in October, many addi- 
tional orders went through the row 
tine at her desk. Mrs. Anderson 
has an almost perfect record for not 
making errors in this work. Her 
training for accuracy came from ten 
years handling of accounts in the 
cashiers department. During the 
greater portion of her time in this 
department she held the office of 
cashier. 
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Two of the Burr farm patrons 
remembered the telephone family 
at the local exchange very pleas- 
antly the latter part of October. 
One patron sent in a half bushel of 
Grimes Golden apples: the other 


bringing a large bouquet of magenta 


colored dahlias. 


Miss Marjorie Twiss, chief opera- 
tor at Louisville, is the proud pos- 
sessor of a new model “A” Ford 
coach which she is learning to op- 
erate on the sly. 


Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Crew enter- 
tained at a dinner, Tuesday evening, 
November Sth, a number of friends 
among whom were District Man- 
ager C. G. Bennett and Mrs. Ben- 
nett: Ted Ray, Mrs. Ray and 
the two Ray children, and Mrs. 
Helen Wallick, chief 
operator, all of York. 
Mr. Crew is the local 
manager at Polk. 


R. R. Helm, man- 
ager at Syracuse, en- 
tertained on Novem- 
ber 7th, Miss Anna 
Seymour of Lincoin, 
and the employes of 
the Syracuse ex- 
change to a evening 
of radio music and 
fun, including lots of 
good cats! 

A new) combina- 
tion storeroom and 
garage has been com- 
pleted back of the of- 
tice at Louisville. A 
new hot water heat- 
ing plant is also be- 
ing installed in the 
office building. 


Lincoln business office group who attended a party given by Lilliar 
Richard Devereaux, Lena Lanfear, Mildred Landis, Gertrude Snow, Kathryn 


> Rank. Lincoln. Lower row: Harold Caster, 


Rood, Lillian Rank, Mrs. Charles 


Hood, May Marks, Merle Lawder. Middle row: Mrs. Joe Hartley, Mrs. Ralph Stebbings, Elberta Hudson, Mrs. 


Donald G. Bell, Mrs. Cecile Anderson, Mrs. Charles Stevenson, Karl Brinkman, ! 
fred Gorman, Mrs. Kenneth Lawson, Mrs. LeRoy Schlentz. 


Top row: Ralph 5 


Mrs. Karl Brinkman, Mrs. AI- 
stebbings, Donald G. Bell, Charles 


Stevenson, George Walroth, Mrs. Mike Egan, Mike Egan, Alfred Gorman, Charles Hood, Kenneth Lawson, and 


LeRoy Schlentz. R. C. Parsons, Joe Hartley 


by the camera. Asa Waters touched off the flash light. 


Miss Lillian Rank, business 
office, Lincoln, recently en- 
tertained a few friends, and 
the local business group, 
their husbands and_ wives, 
with a wiener. roast at 
Roberta Lodge, Milford, Ne- 
braska. The wieners, buns 
and marshmellows were 
toasted over the hearth fire 
in the lodge. Following the 
supper there was dancing, 
and cider was on tap to re- 
fresh the fun-makers. Later 
games were played on the 
“moonlighted’ camp 
grounds. 


Miss Betty Lee, Havelock 
operator, has been off duty 
the past week having her tonsils re- 
moved. Her present condition is 
very good, according to the latest 
reports. 


The “Hello” Girls’ Party 


On Monday evening, October 
28th, the operators at Havelock 
were invited to masquerade and 
meet at the home of Vera Wassan. 
As the guests arrived they were 
taken to a witch’s den and told to 
follow the witch and he would take 
them to a place where all of their 
wishes would come true. Every’ 
one highly excited and extremely 
nervous followed close behind. Fin- 
ally after several detours, they ar’ 
rived at Myrna Young’s home, 
which was appropriately decorated, 
and the guests were seated and 
given a slip of paper upon which 
each wrote his vote for the best cos- 


ment, and Alice Randolph, service 

department Lincoln. Below: Mary 

Brown and Frank Tejft, Lincoln serv- 
ice department. 


ee 


tume. Freona Patterson, who 
had turned into a black cat 
for the occasion, received the 
prize. A delicious three- 
course luncheon was served 
by the hostess at a_ table 
decorated with jack-o-lanterns 
and clever Hallowe'en dolls. 


The MHastings Exchange 
held a smoker Friday, No- 
vember 22, 1929. The eve- 
ning was spent playing cards, 
and pool. At 10 p. m. sharp 
Host John Spady, and his as- 
sistants H. Lahr, local man- 
ager, and L. C. Conrad, com- 
binationman, served an ap- 
petizing lunch of hot dogs 
and soffe. Thirty guests 
were present. 


Elsie Rustow, stenographer in the 
engineering department, Lincoln, 
visited her home in Superior, the 
week-end of November 9th. 


Miss. Harriett Carter, Lincoln 
traffic department, visited with 
friends in Hastings, November 7th. 


Bessie Ruckle, former operator at 
Hastings, has been employed as re- 
lief operator in Bennet. 


Mr. R. H. Ojers, district: man- 
ager, Nebraska City, was a caller at 
the Loutsville office, November Sth. 


Leonard Goold, who has been 
helping at Geneva during vacations 
and at Ohiowa moving poles on ac- 
count of graders, is now at Grafton 
helping rebuild the farm lines with 
Reno Weis and his gang. 


Laverta Kastens of the Syracuse 
traffic department, is back on duty 
having fully recovered from a frac- 
tured spine she received in an ac- 
cident a few months ago. The 
telephone family are glad to have 
her back with them again. 


Rayburn Irwin, draftsman in the 
Lincoln engineering department, re- 
ports a rather profitable bus ride on 
the evening of November 3rd. Re- 
turning from Beatrice near Cortland, 
the bus ieft the highway for a corn- 
field due to a broken steering gear. 
Except for the shock and a few 
bruises none of the occupants were 
injured. Mr. Irwin was called upon 
by a Claim Agent who offered him 
a certain amount of money for a re- 
lease from all liability. He declined 
to sign that particular day but as 
no injuries other than a stiff neck 
developed he later named his price 
and the matter was closed. Moral: 
Would he have had that stiff neck 
if the Claim Agent had failed to 
call upon him? Lucky man! 


Several interesting articles of a 
more or less technical nature, cover- 
ing various phases of modern tele- 
Phone practice, have appeared cur- 
rently in Telephony and the Tele- 
Phone Engineer. The author of 
these is B. C. Burden of the Lincoln 
engineering department. Recent 
articles which have appeared are 
“The Location of Cable Faults”, 
“Telephone Transmission”, and 
“Phantom Circuits’. More of Mr. 
Burden’s articles will appear in fu- 
ture issues of these magazines. 


Miss Helen Persell, instructor, Lin- 
coln traffic department. 


Dick Devereaux, business office, and 
Delbert Cooley, messenger boy, 
Lincoln. 


J. L. Lyne, outside plant engi- 
neer, Lincoln, left November 10th 
to attend the first section of the 
Bell System Transmission Training 
School at Minneapolis. This di- 
vision of the school is being con- 
ducted by the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Company for the pur- 
pose of training men who are ac- 
tively engaged in transmission engi- 
neering work. In three periods the 
sessions of the school cover a ten 
weeks course. 


Arthur Zeiler, lineman, Hastings, 
was painfully injured in a car ac’ 
cident north of Hastings on Mon- 
day evening, November 11th. The 
steering wheel on his car is said to 
have broken, causing the car to 
swerve into the ditch and turn over. 
Broken glass cut Zeiler severely, 
especially in the leg where a major 
muscle was severed. He was taken 
to the Mary Lanning Memorial 
Hospital where he is resting as 
comfortably as possible. At the 
telephone plant, it was said that the 
injury may keep the young man 
from active work for a month or 
more. The sympathy of the tele- 
phone folks goes with him in his 
illness. 


. 
* 


Mr. E. E. Marrow, local business 
man of Blue Springs, entertained 
the Blue Springs’ operators on 
Tuesday, November 19th, to a fine 
chicken dinner in behalf of the 
good service rendered by the girls 
of that exchange who are anxious 
to have the Telephone News ex- 
press their appreciation to Mr. 
Marrow. The Company is glad to 
know that the good service of i's 
operators is appreciated. 
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Below are four of Lincoln's charming traffic department girls. Left to right: Mildred Williams. Louise Feistner, 
Erma Adkins and Doris Mehuron. Here are the four men in charge of the Public Address System: F. L. Teft, 


kh. G. Piper, Ralph E. Burkett and R. A. Pugsley. 
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C. L. Brad ey, Manager at Douglas, and 
Mrs. Bradley, chiej operator, display a 
fine string of fish caughi while on their 

vacation recently, 


Telephone folks at Exeter: Mrs. Vern 
Hiatt, operator; Ray Clinton, manager; 
Etta Rayer, operator; Mrs. Rex Alley, 
chief operator; Hazel Christensen, night 


operator. 
Mr. H. G. Peachman, toll test 


board, Lincoln, is a convalescent at 
the Doctor Bailey Sanitarium, hav- 
ing undergone an operation for ap- 
pendicitis. The sympathy of the 
telephune family is extended to him 
with all their hopes for a speedy 
recovery. 


Mrs. Ruth Koukal has been re- 
employed at the Plattsmouth ex- 
change. Mrs. Koukal was formerly 
assistant chief-operator. 


Mrs. Martha Walton, night op- 
erator, with a service record of 
eighteen years at Geneva, spent a 
three weeks vacation during Octo- 
ber with her son in Rupert, Idaho. 


Miss Esther Bailey, assistant chief 
operator at Hastings, recently re- 
turned from a very pleasant vaca- 
tion, spent with her grandparents at 


Long Beach, California. ; 
Speaking of service, while in 


Hastings on November 18th, Ted 
Shawn, the celebrated dancer, 
placed a call to New York City at 
11:44 p. m., and the connection was 
established at 11:46 p. m. Miss 
Marie Pearson, night toll operator 
has the honor of giving this good 
service. 


On Wednesday evening, October 
20th, Frank Kubat, manager at 
Geneva, and Mrs. Kubat, enter- 
tained at their home for all local 
telephone employes not on duty. 
The evening was spent in playing 
cards and games. 


The two little girls above are Arlene 
Crew and her cousin, Doris Jenkins. 
Arlene is the daughter of C. Crew, man- 

ager at Polk. 


In the circle to the left is Miss Betty 
Crew in jront of Dad’s trusty old Ford 
at Polk. Betty is the little daughter of 


re Sei Charles Crew, manager. 


Polk operators in a car which won second place ina pa. In this group of fine young fellows are F. M, Butterfield, 

: . . 7 r J > 7 , ) - IV 2 ¢ ) 
rade, September \7th, commemorating Polk's twenty-sec- A.D. Harmon, L. Hodge, AR. Dell olfe, H. Moss, fore- 
ond anniversary. Bernice Menssen, Edith Glad, Mrs. men: Lew Anderson, cable supervisor, and Tom Woods, 


Gravee Hahn. chief operator: Julia McClure. vice president, 
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Gave Full Directions 


Little Isaac was crying bitterly 
on one of the main streets of a big 
city. His sobs soon brought a large 
crowd about him. He was a mis- 
erable looking little wretch and his 
howls were loud and terrifying... An 
elderly woman stepped from the 
crowd and, placing an arm around 
the boy, asked sympathetically: . 


“What's the matter, my child? 
Are you lost?” 

The boy sobbed on for a moment 
and then paused. He looked all 
around at the large audience he 
had assembled. Then, lifting up his 
voice, he shouted, loudly: 


“Yes, ma'am, I’m lost. Will 
somebody please take me home to 
Jacob Silverstein, the well-known 
clothier of the West End, who has 
just got in his winter stock of 
spring overcoats, suits, neckties, 
shirts, hats, and umbrellas, which 
he will sell cheaper than anyone 
else in the city?” 

* * € 


Scriptures and Telephones 


While the telephone was not 
known or dreamed of in the Bibli- 
cal times, the following texts relat- 
ing to it seem almost to contain 
a prophesy of its later appearance 
and development: 


The Company—tTheir line has 
gone out unto all the earth and 


their words to the end of the world 


—Psalm 19:4. 


Trunk Lines—Thy land shall be 
divided by line—Amos 7:17. 


The Service—They are employed 
in that work day and night.—I 
Chronicle 9:33. 


Monopoly—We have no right 
against this great company.—II 
Chronicles 20:12. 

Now shall this company lick up 
all that are about us?—-Numbers 
22:4. 


Threatening Competition — See, 
there are people down by the mid- 
dle of the land, another company 
come along.—Judges 9:37, 


Charge of the people—Exodus 
29:21. 

A. daily rate for every day.—II 
Kings 25:30. 

And kept back part of the price. 
—Act 5:2. 


p—) } hd y 


Information—Is there any num- 
ber?—Job 25:3. 


He telleth the number.—Psalm 
1116:4. 


The number is 666.—Revelations 
8:18. 


I understand the number.— 
Daniel 9:2. 


Then they waited, according to 
their order—I Chronicle 6:32. 


Call now, if there be any that will 


answer thee—Job 5:31. 


Where is the receiver.—Isaiah 
34:18. 


Let every man be swift to hear 
and slow to speak.—James 1:19.— 


Public Utility. 


* * * 


Young Thing: “Should I marry 
a man who lies to me?” 


Fortune Teller: “Unless you pre- 
fer to be an old maid, yes.” 


* ++ 


How It Sounds to Her 


Little Mary: ““Why do they keep 
pone at the’ central telephone of- 
ice?” 


Teacher: “Why do you ask such 
a question, Mary?” 


Mary: ‘Well, when I call Papa, 


some times the central says, “The 
lion’s busy!" ” 
Cn ae 


Telephone Operator: ‘Number 
please?” 


Professor: (In his best class room 
manners) “Think of a number, mul- 
tiply it by seven, subtract two from 
the result, and multiply that an- 
sewer by 3,1416 and do it quick!” 


ie ee 
The Has and the Are 


I'd rather be a Could Be 

If I could not be an Are; 
For a Could Be is a May Be, 

With a chance of touching par. 
I'd rather be a Has Been 

Than a Might Have Been, by far; 
For a Might Have Been has never 

been, 
But a Has was once an Are. 


*¥ * * 


It’s just more fun than anything 
to tell a stranger over the phone 
that you are out, but that if he has 
a message for you, you will take it 


iim 


Np eD 


and give it to yourself when you 
return. 
* * & 


Photographer: “If you keep 
looking like that, I'm going to kiss 
you.” 

Subject: “Well, I can’t hold this 


expression much longer.” 
* * #* 
Emphatic 
An elderly lady walked into a 
railway ticket office in Toronto, and 
asked for a ticket to New York. 
“Do you wish to go by Buffalo?” 
asked the ticket agent. 
“Certainly not,” she replied, “By 
train, if you please!” 
x * * 
Where Good Bunnies Go 


“Animals,” says a naturalist. 
“don’t know how lucky they are. 
Does a family of rabbits, for in- 
stance, realize that they are running 
about in a beautiful sealskin coat?” 
—London Opinion. 

x ox & 


A woman's mouth is generally 
compared to a rosebud, but a rose 
is generally closed—Penn. State 


Froth. 
* * * 
““‘Do you know who the laziest 
man in the world is?” 
*“No, who was he?” 
“The man who said, “Moon- 
beam kiss her for me.”—Octupus. 


* * * 
“Let us journey to town, old 
chappy Algernon.” 
“But my good fellow, I have 
nary pence.” 
‘“Cheerio, I have a pair you can 
wear.’ —Aggrivator. 
x * *€ 


A Real Close Game 


American (at a Scottish football 
game)—"Why don’t they start? 
They ought to have kicked off an 
hour ago.” 

Scotty—"“Ay, something serious 
has happened.” 

American—“No one hurt was 
there?” 

Scotty—“Worse than that. They 
canna find the penny they tossed 


“9 9F 


up wi’.""—Green Goat. 


